NTCG ENGLAND & WALES
53rd National Youth and Discipleship Convention

FRI 29 APRIL - SUN 01 MAY 2016
VENUE: BETHEL CONVENTION CENTRE
Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 7JW, UK

FEATURING:

Fest

Volney Morgan and New Ye, Possible P, NTCG Mass & Children’s Choirs,
plus New T’s own local talent.

TO THE 53RD NATIONAL
YOUTH AND DISCIPLESHIP
CONVENTION

I

t is indeed a great privilege
and an honour to welcome
you to our National
Youth and Discipleship
Convention.
I
extend
precious greetings to Bishop Donald
and Mrs Joycelyne Bolt, our very own
guest speakers in Lindford George Jnr
and family, Grace Alalade and family
and all our other honourable guests.
Special welcome to my wife Sashanna,
our son Manoah and our respective
families. To all the pastors, youth
leaders and workers, visitors, friends
and not least you our very own young
people, I extend a warm welcome to
you.

THE
MEASURE
OF A MAN’S
GREATNESS
IS NOT THE
NUMBER OF
SERVANTS HE
HAS, BUT THE
NUMBER OF
PEOPLE HE
SERVES
John Hagee
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I give God thanks for the privilege of
serving the young people of this great
church in this capacity. This is the first
convention under my leadership and I
am truly excited about the plans God
has in store for His people. All glory
and honour belongs to Him, bless His
holy name.
Our theme this year is ‘Born For This’
where we are exploring the life of
Esther. It is important that every child
and young person recognises and
knows they are born for a purpose.
We do not all have the same gifts
and talents but we all have a gift and
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a talent, and that gift, that talent
was given to each of us to make a
difference in the world, to make a
difference for the kingdom of God.
Esther was determined to honour
God with her life and in doing this
she managed to save her people.
God wants to use our lives to make
a difference in the lives of others. It
is true that we have come into the
kingdom of God for such a time as
this. The world is crying out for people
who will make a difference; there is
work to be done but the workers are
few in number. Would you be a worker
for the Lord?
My prayer is that this weekend will
be an eye opening, mind opening
experience to our purpose, to the
things of God for all who attend. I pray
it will not be just another convention,
but rather, one where we can testify
that we have been with God, he has
touched our lives and as a result we
are not the same. We were born for
this; I pray you will work out what is
your ‘this’ in the name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Rev. Marcel A. Simpson
National Youth & Discipleship Director
England and Wales

GREET
FROM THE
NATIONAL YOUTH
& DISCIPLESHIP
BOARD

‘B

orn For This’ is a theme that has
really taken root in our hearts and
minds over the past few months. The
theme is taken from the interaction that
takes place in chapter four of the book
of Esther where Mordecai exhorts the
young and frightened protagonist to do
that which is scary, that which could cost
her, her life and that which could cause
all her worldly possessions to be stripped
away; stating “Yet who knows whether
you have come to the kingdom for such
a time as this?”.
The National youth board has a desire
for the youth of NTCG to realise that God
has divinely orchestrated every detail of
our lives, from our birth to the seeming
insignificance of the hobbies we enjoy; to
position us to realise our purpose in Him.
He has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing, and placed vision and purpose
within us to show off His glory, in
this time, in this season, and to this
generation.

Welcome from the National Youth &
Discipleship Director
Greeting from the National Youth &
Discipleship Board
Greeting from the Administrative Bishop
General Information
Children’s Programme
Weekend Schedule
Guest Speaker Profiles
The Story of Queen Esther: A 16 Day
Devotional
DVD Order Form
Acknowledgements
Forthcoming Events
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We pray as we engage in and enjoy this
year’s convention, that we will receive
the revelation by the Spirit of God that
we are gifted, anointed, prepared and
above all Born For This!
Phil Gray
National Youth Board Member

ON SOCIAL
MEDIA? USE
OUR OFFICIAL
HASHTAG

#NTCGNYC

GOT A PRAYER REQUEST,
BIRTHDAY ANNOUNCEMENT,
TESTIMONY, OR AN
ENCOURAGING THOUGHT?

0777 3177 538
The text line is open
during the intermissions
Standard network charges apply

GREET

FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP

I

am delightfully honoured to be able to greet
the 2016 National Youth and Discipleship
Department on this your 53rd annual convention.
I would like to congratulate Rev Marcel Simpson
on his appointment, as he takes on the leadership
of this very important department of our Church;
ably supported by his wife Sashanna. You both
have the full support and prayers of my wife and
me, along with that of the national leadership, all
the ministers, youth workers, young people and
children.
I would like to express my appreciation once
again to Bishop King and family for the solid
foundation he has laid for Rev. Simpson and his
team to build upon.
Welcome to the guest speakers, Lindford George
Jnr and Grace Alalade. It is my earnest prayer
that God will bless you as you seek to unpack the
theme for this weekend.
The theme for this year’s convention, ‘Born
For This’, is a very important one and suggests
purpose and potential; therefore each one of us
should ask ourselves the question, ‘Why am I on
planet Earth?’
Esther was born to deliver the Jewish people
from total annihilation; Moses was born to bring
the emancipation of the children of Israel out of
Egypt’s bondage; Joshua was born to lead the
children of Israel into the Promised Land and Paul
was born to preach the Gospel to the Gentile race.
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What is our purpose?
• Are we here to show forth the praises of Him
who called us from darkness into marvellous
light?
• Are we here to help others as we pass along?
• Is it our desire to know Christ and to make Him
known?
It is very important for our young people and
our children to know that God is no respecter of
persons, meaning that He calls the young as well
as the more mature because everyone is born for
a purpose. As we study the character of Esther;
let us remember that her name means ‘star’ or
‘secret and hidden’.
I pray that over this weekend each one of us will
be seeking to answer the question concerning
our reason for being here. I also pray that once
we discover why we were born we will make
every effort to fulfil our purpose.
“The graveyard is the richest place on the surface
of the earth because there you will see the books
that were not published, ideas that were not
harnessed, songs that were not sung, and drama
pieces that were never acted”. Dr Myles Monroe
My wife joins me in wishing everyone a blessed
53rd Youth and Discipleship Convention and
don’t forget to try and ascertain the reason why
you were born.
Bishop Donald Bolt
Administrative Bishop, New Testament Church
of God England and Wales and European
superintendent for Scotland, Ireland and Norway
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GENERAL
LOOK AFTER YOURSELF

Please ensure you eat,
drink and rest adequately
throughout the event.
PEDDLING

No peddling of any kind will
be permitted throughout the
convention.
THEFT

The National Department of
Youth & Discipleship will not
accept responsibility for the
loss/theft of any property.
LOST PROPERTY

Ask at the Reception Desk for
lost items.
VIDEO RECORDING AND
PHOTOGRAPHS

Hungry Earth Productions has
exclusive rights to film the
convention. No other filming
will be allowed, this includes
camcorders, mobiles, etc.,
without the written permission
from the National Youth &
Discipleship Department.
It is possible that during this
year’s convention, your child/

REVERENCE

Please do your best to
minimise your movements in
the Main Auditorium during
sessions.

young person below the age
of 18 may be photographed or
recorded. The New Testament
Church of God will take all
possible steps to ensure that
these images are used solely
for the purposes for which
they are intended, which is the
promotion and celebration of
the convention and the New
Testament Church of God.
If you become aware that
these images are being used
inappropriately you should
inform a member of the
National Youth Board as soon
as possible.

ORDERLINESS

By coming to this event you
undertake to abide by the
instructions and decisions of
the Stewards at all times, in
order to make this a safe and
enjoyable event for everyone
involved.

• Upon the sounding of the emergency
tone, immediately stop any ongoing
activities.
• Stay in your location and wait for
instructions from the Fire Marshall or
Stewards.

DISCLAIMER

The information in this
programme is correct at time
of printing. All events and
times are subject to change
and the New Testament
Church of God cannot be held
responsible for any alterations
to the published programme.
HANNAH’S HOUSE

FIXTURES/FITTINGS

Delegates are strongly advised
not to tamper with any
fixtures/fittings at the Bethel
Convention Centre.

THE FIRE ALARM MAKES A “WHOOP
WHOOP” SOUND FOLLOWED BY A
RECORDED VOICE MESSAGE.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

To be held on Saturday
afternoon, Sunday morning
and Sunday evening at the
Bethel Convention Centre (The
Chapel, Arnold George, Gerald
E, & the Crèche).

Parents and Babies Room
Ask at the Reception Desk.
PRAYER ROOM

Chloe Room
If you feel… threatened,
scared, emotionally,
physically or sexually at
risk, for confidential help or
advice call ChildLine on
0800 1111.

• After receiving the evacuation order,
evacuate the building in an orderly
manner to the assembly area which
is located at the BCC car park, front
entrance.
• Use the nearest and safest exit.
• Proceed to the predetermined
emergency assembly area.
• Wait for further instructions.
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CHILDREN’S
“For if you remain
completely silent at
this time, relief and
deliverance will arise
for the Jews from
another place, but
you and your father’s
house will perish. Yet
who knows whether
you have come to the
kingdom for such a
time as this?”
ESTHER 4:14 (NKJV)

ESTHER
COLOUR ME IN
6
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• Services are for children aged 4 – 11 years old
• Consumption of food will not be allowed during the sessions
• Parents need to remain on the premises whilst their children are in Children’s Church
• All children aged eight years and under must be brought and collected by an adult
• Please collect your child immediately after each session
• Please inform a team member if your child has any special needs and complete a medical needs form.

SATURDAY
30 APR

9.00 AM – 9.25 AM

Registration
10.00 AM - 3.30 PM

Children’s trip to Dudley Zoo
(All registered children to meet in the
Chapel 9:30am)
5.30 PM

Children’s Choir to assemble in The
Chapel
6.30 PM – 9.00 PM

Praisefest
(Main Auditorium)

SUNDAY
01 MAY

09.30 AM – 10.00 AM

Registration
Once Children’s Church has started or the
full capacity is reached no more children
will be admitted during that session.
10.00 AM

Devotion in the Chapel
10.30 AM – 12.00 PM

Group 1 (4 & 5 years)
DIY Banquet, Gerald E Room
Group 2 (6 & 7 years)
Born To Reign, Crèche
Group 3 (8 & 9 years)
Courageous Kids, Arnold George Room
Group 4 (10 & 11 years)
Born For This, The Chapel
2.30 PM – 4.00 PM

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SERVICE
(Main Auditorium)
[Children need to be back for 2:15 pm]
‘We Are Kids For Christ’
5.00 PM– 8.00 PM

Evening Celebration in The Chapel
for 8 – 11 years only.
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F RIDAY
29

SAT UR DAY 30
9:00 - 9:45AM

Worship Team: Prayer

5:00 PM

WORSHIP

Registration

10:00 AM – 12:30 PM

7:00 PM

Scripture Dramatisation

Light refreshments may be
purchased from the tuck shop
on the ground floor

Talent Showcase

WORSHIP

Praise and Worship

Worship in Giving
Speaker - Lindford George Jnr (NTCG Oldbury)

YOUTH
2:00 – 3:30 PM

7:30 - 9:30 PM

BORN IDENTITY (FEMALES AGES 11-15)

Praise, Worship and Prayer

Speaker - Christie Hoyte (NTCG St Judes)
 Alexander Suite

Scripture
Worship in Giving
Official Opening of Convention
Presentation - T&T
Productions
Announcements
Close

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out
of darkness into his marvellous light... 1 Pet 2:9

GIFTED FOR THIS (MALES AGES 11-15)
Speakers - Philip Gray (NTCG Wolverhampton) and
Desmond Reid (NTCG Sheffield)
 Herman D Suite

A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men. Pro
18:16

ANOINTED FOR THIS (AGES 16+)
Speaker - David Wurie (NTCG Rochester)
 Main Auditorium

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall
abide in him. 1John 2:27

PREPARED FOR THIS (AGES 16+)
Speaker - Claire Wharton (NTCG Manchester)
 Main Auditorium

Do your planning and prepare your fields before building your house. Pro
24:27

TALENT
6:30 – 9:00 PM
Praisefest, featuring: Volney Morgan and New Ye, Possible P,
NTCG Mass & Children’s Choirs, plus New T’s own local talent.
8
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SUNDAY 01

HONOUR GOD AND HE
WILL HONOUR YOU

9:00 - 9:45AM

ESTHER 7:2

Worship Team: Prayer

Esther’s dedication to the Lord and to his
people resulted in her finding favour with the
King and the salvation of Israel.

BORN
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Praise, Worship and Prayer
Scripture
Welcome
Greeting: Bishop Donald Bolt, Administrative
Bishop
Mass Choir

Use the top half of this pad to note ideas,
points and other things you want to
remember after this convention.

1.

Worship in Giving
Speaker – Rev Marcel Simpson

2.

GIFTED
2:30 - 4:00 PM
Children’s Ministry Service and Presentations
‘We Are Kids For Christ’

3.

4:30 – 5:30 PM
Installation of National Youth and
Discipleship Director, England & Wales

Use the lower part of this pad to note
personal action points you plan to
undertake after this convention. Some may
result from thinking about the items above.

PREPARED
5:30 - 8:30 PM
Praise, Worship and Prayer

WHAT? HOW? BY WHEN?

Scripture

1.

Mass Choir
Worship in giving
Speaker – Grace Alalade (NTCG Rochester)

2.
3.
NTCG England & Wales 53rd National Youth and Discipleship Convention

9

GRACE

G

race Alaladé is a member of Rochester New Testament
Church of God and is the District Youth Director for
Deptford District. In her local church she is involved in
Sunday School, Intercession and Deliverance ministries.
Grace is also a Change Management professional and
Strategy Consultant with many years experience working
in both the public and private sectors delivering business
process improvement, change management, training
and communications solutions. She is also the Founder
of Pathway2Excellence™ Framework which delivers
leadership programmes and growth models for charities
and faith-based organisations.
In 2006, Grace won the Corporate Mainstream Award from
the European Federation of Black Women Business Owners
(EFBWBO) and in 2008 was a finalist in the Influencing the
Workplace category for the Precious Awards. In 2011, she
was invited to become a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts
(FRSA) for her contributions to diversity in the workplace
and charity work.
Grace is currently studying for her doctorate with the
Pentecostal Theological Seminary via the NTCG Leadership
Training Centre. She is also a Trustee of Bringing Hope
charity in Birmingham that works in prisons and the
community with those involved in serious violence and
crime.
Grace has two children, Emmanuella and Samuel, who are
her special gifts from God.
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LINDFORD

W

ith both of his parents being
New Testament Church of
God ministers, Lindford was born and
raised in Church. At 7 years old he gave
his life to The Lord and knew that he
was called to serve and minister to
others. As a young teenager, he joined
the National Children’s Ministry team
and works with them to this day. He
also serves as the Youth Director for
Oldbury NTCG and as Assistant Youth
Director for the Dudley District.
Lindford truly has a heart for serving
God’s people, a big smile and a passion
to see lives transformed through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

THE MOMENT
YOU ASKED FOR
FORGIVENESS, GOD
FORGAVE YOU.
NOW DO YOUR
PART AND LEAVE
THE GUILT BEHIND
Unknown

1

ESTHER 1:1-9

THE STORY OF

ueen Esther
A 16 DAY DEVOTIONAL

The Book of Esther tells
the story of Queen Esther,
a beautiful young orphan
girl who became the wife of
Ahasuerus (Xerxes) king of
Persia. The Book of Esther
spans a decade during the
reign of King Ahasuerus
who succeeded his father
Darius as ruler of the Persian
Empire in 486 BC. Esther first
appears in the story as one of
the young virgins placed in
the king’s harem as possible
replacements for Vashti the
dethroned Queen of King
Ahasuerus. The story goes on

to describe the restoration of
God’s people from the death
sentence and although God is
not mentioned in the Book of
Esther, the story tells of God’s
hidden works of deliverance
and his providence and great
power. It also is about Esther
becoming Queen at this
precise time, BORN FOR THIS
time in history to act as God’s
agent in delivering the Jewish
people from the sentence of
death imposed upon them
by the evil Haman, Prime
Minister of Persia.

CHARACTERS IN THE STORY
ESTHER
• Esther means “star”
• Hadassah means Myrtle (a
fragrant evergreen tree)
• Adopted by Mordecai her
cousin
• Became Queen of Persia
• Saved the Jews from
Slaughter
• Woman of Deep Faith

MORDECAI
• Mordecai means “(servant)
of God”
• Adopted his cousin Esther
who was an orphan
• He was the son of Jair, of
the tribe of Benjamin
• Refused to bow to the evil
Haman.

A

s we read verses 1-9 we see
that 3 great feasts were
held. King Ahasuerus’ reason
for the feasts was to show the
“riches of his royal glory “ and
the “splendour of his excellent
majesty.” At this time I want you
to think of our King Jesus Christ,
the King of Kings. How does He
display the Riches of His Glory?
Eph 3: 16-17 says, I pray that
out of His glorious riches He
may strengthen you with power
through His spirit in your inner
being so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith. You
have an invitation today to the
King’s banquet to receive the
“Riches of his Glory.” Will you
accept the invitation or refuse it?
The invitation is open to all. The
true extent of the riches of His
glory will be displayed through
God’s people who have accepted
His invitation and are fellow heirs
with His Son.

Thought to Ponder: I have been
given an invitation, am I going to
accept it?

AHASUERUS
(XERXES)
• His name means (prince,
head, chief)
• King of Persia
• Dethrones his wife Queen
Vashti
• Chooses Esther to be his
Queen.
• Was unaware Esther was
a Jew

HAMAN
• The son of Hammedatha
the Agagite
• His name means (noise
tumult)
• Plotted to have all Jews
slaughtered
• Hanged on the gallows he
had made for Mordecai

2

ESTHER 1:10-22

H

ere we see Queen Vashti
being summoned to present
herself before her husband King
Ahasuerus wearing her royal
crown. Vashti refuses, so the
furious King asks his wise men
what should be done about
the queen for disobeying his
command. Memucan one of the
kings wise men tells the king
she should be dethroned for her
disobedience. The king takes
his advice and dethrones Queen
Vashti who will never again be
allowed in the king’s presence.
This decree was written in the
laws of Persia and Media and

The Story of Queen Esther - A 16 Day Devotional
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could not be altered. Just as
Vashti and all the inhabitants of
the Persian Kingdom were invited
to the king’s banquet to be in
his presence, God invites us to
feast at His table to give honour
to His Son Jesus Christ. Those
who accept His invitation will
be able to feast at His table and
have a share in the abundance
of the King’s provision; but sadly
those who refuse like Vashti will
be banished from his presence.
Today is the day of Salvation. It is
written it cannot be altered.
Thought to ponder: Am I walking
in obedience according to the
word of God?

3

ESTHER 2: 1-4

I

t appears in these verses as
if King Ahasuerus is having
second thoughts about his
treatment of Queen Vashti and
is probably feeling miserable;
his counsellors propose that he
look for a new Queen. So began
the search in all the provinces
in the Kingdom for beautiful
young virgins. As was the custom
of the time the young virgins
would spend a year in beauty
treatments and purification rites
before appearing before the
king. But not so before our King
Jesus Christ. We can come to
Him just as we are. Christ is not
looking for the perfect person.
He is looking for vessels chipped,
marred or broken. He does not
need anyone else to make us into
the person He wants us to be, He
can do that all by Himself. How
do you see yourself today, unfit
to come before the King of Kings,
not clothed in His righteousness,
not wearing the garment of
praise?
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Remember Jesus hung out with
unshowered fishermen, lepers,
prostitutes, adulterers, and the
list goes on. None of them were
perfect when they met Him, but
they strived to be perfect when
they were with Him.
Selah: Do I see myself not good
enough to go before my King
Jesus Christ?
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ESTHER 2:5-9

H

ere we are introduced to
Mordecai a Benjamite who
is bringing up Hadassah (that
is Esther) his cousin since she
was an orphan. So it was when
all the young virgins were taken
to the King’s harem Esther was
also taken. Whether Esther went
willingly or reluctantly to the
Kings palace we do not know,
but once there under the care
of Hegai we learn she obtained
his favour. Throughout the Bible
we learn of people who gained
favour in the sight of man;
Joseph enjoyed the favour of
Potiphar and Ruth found favour
in the eyes of Boaz. God shows
favour to the one in whom He
delights. Those who are favoured
of God can be assured He is
always with them and His good
purpose will be accomplished
in their lives. Wherever you find
yourself today, God invites you
to seek His favour. Hegai gave
Esther more than her daily
allowance of beauty treatments
and the best place in the house.
God wants to give you much
more than you can ever imagine
so seek His favour today.

Task today: Read Prov 3: 1-4

The Story of Queen Esther - A 16 Day Devotional
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ESTHER 2:10-18

E

ach day Esther’s cousin
Mordecai would go to the
palace gate to check if Esther
was alright. Mordecai had told
Esther not to reveal she was a
Jew. This was probably because
Jews wherever they found
themselves were always treated
badly or experienced hostility
throughout their history. When
it was Esther’s time to spend
one night with the King Hegai
had advised her not to ask
for anything lavish. This was
probably extra adornments that
would enhance her appearance.
Esther’s natural beauty and her
beautiful spirit that was obvious
to all who met her would be the
thing that would capture the
Kings heart So it came to pass
that King Ahasuerus loved Esther
more than all the other women
and this simple Jewish girl
became his Queen. As children
of God it is not our outward
appearance that will capture
the heart of God but the inner
life of holiness and submission.
Although the pressure these days
is to conform to the life and dress
style of the world dress and live
to please God, after all we want
to win the heart of His Son Jesus
and one day become His bride.
Thought to Ponder: Do I allow
the world to dictate what I wear?
What do I look like on the inside?
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ESTHER 2:19-23

H

ere we are told there is a
second gathering of virgins
added to the Kings harem.
Mordecai is still sitting daily at the
Kings gate and it is here he learns
of a plot by two disgruntled
eunuchs to assassinate King
Ahasuerus. Mordecai then alerts

Esther who in turn reveals the
plot to the king. We are told the
culprits were caught tried and
hanged. Here we see Mordecai
took action to preserve the kings
life. What action can you take
to preserve your life. 1 John
2:14b says, “I call you young
men because you are strong
and the word of God abides in
you and you have overcome the
wicked one.” As young people
you have to live in an antiChristian culture, face sexual
purity pressures, identity and
self image issues, materialism,
divorce and family crisis,
busyness and much more. I want
to tell you that God’s purposes
are often accomplished through
your problems. Is the word of
God in you? Are you ready to
force back the enemy’s plans
to preserve the never-ending
measure of what God has in store
for you?
Pray: Lord give me strength to
take action to face my problems
knowing I already have the
victory.
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ESTHER 3:1-15

H

ere enters Haman an
Agagite, a descendant of the
kings of the Amalekites.Exo.17
6-8 states that God had declared
perpetual war against Amalek.
Here we see Haman promoted
by King Ahasuerus expecting
everyone to pay homage and
to bow to him. It is said Eastern
monarchs often demanded
such worship. Mordecai being a
Jew refuses to bow or worship
anyone but God leaving Haman
furious. Mordecai here is shown
to fear God and that Godly fear
overcame any fear of mere
man. A great obstacle to serving
Jesus Christ today is the fear of
rejection and even opposition.

Thoughts come into our minds
like, “they don’t like the way I
do things, I might make errors
and get criticised or ridiculed,
I might offend someone.”
Fearing man can become a great
hindrance even to your ministry
or purpose. God says do not fear
I am with you. I will deliver you.
you are more than a conqueror.
Because Mordecai refused to
bow to Haman, there was a
consequence, all Jews would be
killed. But fear not God had a
better plan.
Pray: Lord I pray that Godly fear
will help me overcome the fear
of man. Help me to fear You and
keep your commandments Amen
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ESTHER 4:1-9

A

s news spread throughout
the land that a decree had
been signed and sealed ordering
the extinction of all Jews the
people in the city of Shushan
were
perplexed.
Mordecai
mourns in sackcloth and ashes
and eventually news reaches
Esther of Mordecai’s pain.
Esther enquires about the state
Mordecai is in and it is then she
learns of the decree. Mordecai
appeals to Esther through her
attendant to go to the King and
make supplication to him and
plead before him for her people.
Supplication means to ask for a
gracious response. It is a term
that often is used of coming to
the Lord for deliverance, Here
it is used of coming to a king
for mercy. Is there anything
happening in the life of any
of your friends right now that
they need deliverance from:
drugs, alcohol, lying, cheating,
stealing, sexual immorality,
unforgiveness, anger, backbiting,
bullying, bitterness, jealousy;
are any of these things holding

them back from the person God
wants them to be? Make your
supplications today, God is ready
to listen to your prayer.
Thought to Ponder: When was the
last time I prayed for the needs
of others?
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ESTHER 4:10-17

E

sther had not been called
to go into the king for thirty
days. To go before him without
being called could cause her
to lose her life unless the king
held out the golden sceptre.
Then Mordecai told Esther’s
attendant Hathach to answer
Esther and say “Do not think in
your heart that you will escape
in the kings palace any more
than the other Jews. For if you
remain completely silent at this
time, relief and deliverance will
arise for the Jews from another
place but you and your father’s
house will perish. Yet who knows
whether you have come to the
kingdom for such a time as this.”
Esther’s reply to Mordecai was to
gather all the Jews in Shushan
to fast for 3 days, then Esther
said “I will go to the king which
is against the law and if I perish
I perish. These few verses from
the book of Esther are the most
popular verses read.(Est.4 1416) If you are reading this you
too have been called for such
a time as this. You may not find
yourself in a situation as dire as
Esther’s but you have got a key
role to play in the ongoing plan
of God. What will your attitude
be when you face trying and
difficult situations, will you face
them with courage like Esther? I
pray you will.
Thought to Ponder: Would I be
willing to give up everything the
world offers to follow Jesus?

The Story of Queen Esther - A 16 Day Devotional
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ESTHER 5:1-14

A

fter three days of prayer
and fasting among all the
Jews in the province and also in
Esther’s house. Esther puts on
her royal robes and courageously
presents herself before the King.
Esther had not been in the Kings
presence for some time and
must have felt great relief when
he held out the golden sceptre
ensuring her safety. How long
is it since you have been in the
presence of the King of Kings? Is
it a while? Do you feel confident
as you approach His throne or
ashamed and fearful because
you may have offended Him in
some way? The Bible says “let us
come boldly before the throne of
grace that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time
of need.” Jesus Christ held out
the sceptre of God’s love, grace
and forgiveness at the cross of
Calvary. Whatever your situation
you can approach His throne
boldly and confidently.

Selah: Am I bold enough to
approach God’s throne knowing I
have not spoken to Him for a long
time?

11

ESTHER 6:1-3

W

hilst Haman was probably
having sweet dreams and
sleeping peacefully that night, it
was not so for King Ahasuerus.
God kept the King wide awake.
This was the beginning of
God’s divine plan to thwart the
evil plans of Haman. A wide
awake King Ahasuerus had the
chronicles of his reign read to
him by what I would call divine
intervention. The portion read to
the king was where Mordacai had
thwarted the plan on the kings
life. The king then learns he had
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not been rewarded. Sleepless
nights, we all have them for
many reasons, but one of the
reasons may be God wants your
attention. So, if you find yourself
tossing and turning, unable to
sleep, try these 5 helpful hints:
1) Be still and listen, God may be
speaking 2) Read your Bible or
a good Christian book 3) Pray 4)
Listen to some worship music 5)
Meditate on His word. Put these
quiet peaceful hours into good
use, after all God is in complete
control and He never slumbers
or sleeps. God is continually
working on your behalf to fulfil
His purpose in your life.
Pray: Lord help me to meditate on
you day and night.

12

ESTHER 6: 4-14

W

hat may have been the
next day, Haman went
before the King probably to
suggest Mordecai be hanged.
King Ahasuerus had other
things on his mind and that was
“what should be done for the
man whom the king delights
to honour. “Haman believing
the King is talking about him
suggested a very elaborate
award, but the Bible says give
honour to whom honour is due.
Haman definitely did not deserve
this accolade. Today I want you
to think of people God has placed
in your life, your home, your
church, school or community. Is
any deserving of your honour?
To honour means to value, to
respect, to hold precious or to
support. Too often we withhold
blessing and honour from those
closest to us not realising they
are precious gifts God has placed
in our lives for our benefit. Begin
to recognise their God given
abilities and roles and the big
part they play in your lives for

The Story of Queen Esther - A 16 Day Devotional

your good. Oh and don’t forget
to honour the Holy Spirit and His
work in your life.
Thought to Ponder: Who can I
show my appreciation to today?
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ESTHER 7:1-10

A

t last during the second
banquet Esther finally
makes her appeal to her King.
She asks that he spare her life
and the lives of her people who
had been sentenced to death
through the wicked ploy of
Haman. Here the wisdom of
Esther in inviting Haman to the
banquet and the evil character
of Haman is revealed. What does
your character say about you?
Christian character is defined
as exhibiting the “fruit of the
Spirit” love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self control.
Do you reflect the character of
your creator? After all we are
made in His image. Haman’s
character exhibited the acts of
the flesh: hatred, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, idolatry and so
the list goes on. These acts led to
Haman’s downfall and made the
King furious because he had been
fooled into signing the edict that
would have seen his wife Queen
Esther and her people killed. As
a result, Haman was hanged on
the same gallows he had built
for Mordecai. Haman had reaped
what he had sown. ( Gal.6:7 )

Task today: Read Gal 6 7-9
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ESTHER 8:1-15

A

second most powerful man in
the kingdom. Esther was also
granted an extra day to destroy
any pockets of anti-Semitism
(hatred of Jews). She also
requested that Haman’s 10 sons
be hanged on the gallows. On
the 15th of the month with their
enemies destroyed, the Jews
in Shushan rested and then
held a great feast. This was the
beginning of the feast of Purim
which comes from the word
“Pur”- the lot which Haman
had cast (3;7 ). This feast is still
celebrated every year on the
14th day of the month of Adar. It
commemorates the redemption
of the Jewish people in ancient
Persia from Haman’s plan to
destroy and annihilate all the
Jews. This year it was celebrated
on March 24th. Jews on this day
heard the scroll of Esther, gave
gifts of food, gave to charity, ate
and rejoiced. The fast of Esther
is held one day prior to Purim on
the 13th of Adar. Do you celebrate
the life that has been given to you
through Christ Jesus? After all, he
has given you victory through his
blood and that is reason enough
to celebrate.

lthough Haman could no
longer trouble the Jews,
the decree to have the Jews
killed still stood. Again Esther
with no regard for her own life
went before the king and again
the golden sceptre of grace was
extended to her. As she plead for
her people the King reminded
her the first decree could not
be revoked but he would allow
another decree to be written
counteracting the first one. This
would allow the Jews the right
to protect themselves from their
enemies. The good news spread
quickly and the Jews in Shushan
and all the provinces rejoiced.
Here we see man’s redemption
from the power of Satan’s
kingdom. As you share the good
news of man’s redemption
through the cross of Calvary let
us not forget the great sacrifice
that was made on our behalf.
Today, you can write a new
decree ( v 8 ) concerning your
situations and circumstances.
Write it in the name of Jesus.
Seal it with His blood. Whatever
is written in the name of Jesus
and sealed with His blood cannot
be revoked by anyone. The Bible
says decree a thing and it will be
established.

Task Today: Make this day a
celebration, praising God and
thanking Him for all He has done
for you.

Selah: What will I decree today
to thwart the plans of Satan in
my life?

ESTHER 10:1-3
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ESTHER 9:1-32

W

hen the 13th day of the
12th month arrived,
the Jews stood together and
destroyed all their enemies. The
Bible said even the princes and
rulers helped the Jews because
they feared Mordecai who had
been exalted to become the
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T

he final chapter of Esther
closes with the exaltation
of Mordecai, whose deeds were
written in the chronicles of the
kings of Media and Persia. The
Bible says Mordecai sought
the good of his people and
spoke peace to all. Today God
is looking for more people like
Esther and Mordecai who like
the great theologian Charles
Spurgeon, said “will seek not his

own but spends his power for
his people.” When we come to
Christ, God may take us through
a time of preparation like Esther,
preparing us to make us fit for
use. Our theme for this year’s
convention is Born for This.
What is your This? What talents
and gifts has God given to you
for the good of others? After all,
you were created for a purpose.
How can what you are good at
fit into God’s plan for your life?
What hinders you from walking
in God’s plan? God has given His
children gifts to help others see
that he exists and He wants them
to be a member of His family. Our
purpose is to be used by God and
be a godly influence to others.
Today you may not understand
your circumstances but trust and
obey God through them.
Thought to Ponder: Do I use what
God has given me to help others
or do I misuse what He has given
me for my own selfish ambition?

Pray:
Thank you Father for all the
special qualities, gifts and
talents that you have given to
me. When you place me in the
right place at the right time,
help me to make a difference
and use what you have
developed and poured into
my life to help others come to
know of your love and saving
grace. Use me Lord like you
used Esther and help me to
overcome past circumstances
and difficulties to boldly
proclaim your name to all who
need a Saviour...Lord, as the
manager of the gifts you have
given to me whether great
or small help me to use them
for the benefit of others so
they will come to know Jesus
as their personal Lord and
Saviour. After all, I was BORN
FOR THIS.

The Story of Queen Esther - A 16 Day Devotional
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NTCG National Youth & Discipleship
Please call 01604 824 220 or email Youth@ntcg.org.uk if you would like to support the Youth
Department by displaying our large JustTextGiving banner at your District or Local event.

I KNOW WHAT I’M DOING. I HAVE IT ALL
PLANNED OUT - PLANS TO TAKE CARE
OF YOU, NOT ABANDON YOU, PLANS TO
GIVE YOU THE FUTURE YOU HOPE FOR..
Jeremiah 29:11 (MSG)

DVD
53RD NATIONAL YOUTH & DISCIPLESHIP CONVENTION

DETACH HERE

Bethel Convention Centre • 29th April – 1st May 2016
SESSION / RESOURCE

DESCRIPTION

Friday Evening

Worship and Drama Presentation

Saturday Morning

Lindford George Jnr

Saturday Afternoon

Youth Workshops

Talent Showcase 2016

Featuring: Volney Morgan and New Ye, Possible P, NTCG Mass &
Children’s Choirs and NTCG’s own local talent

Sunday Morning

Rev Marcel Simpson

Sunday Afternoon

Children’s Session and Appreciations

Sunday Afternoon

National Youth Director’s Induction

Sunday Evening

Grace Alalade

Set of 5 DVDs £40

Fri eve, Sat morn, Sat aft, Sun morn & Sun eve

TOTAL No. OF DVD’s _____________ @ £10.00 each		

NO. OF
COPIES

= £ _______________

For orders by Post add P&P of £1.50 for 1-3 items or £5.00 for the full set
TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED:
Convention DVDs + P&P
= £ _______________
METHOD OF PAYMENT: 		

Cash

Cheque made payable to “NTCG Youth Department”

£ _______________
£________________

Debit/Credit card details __________________________________________ Exp______________
[ ] Visa

[ ] Mastercard

Cardholder’s Name ________________________________________

Signature of cardholder ______________________________________________________________
FULL NAME _______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ POST CODE ________________________
MOBILE / DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER ________________________________________________
FORM & PAYMENT TO BE SENT TO: NTCG National Youth & Discipleship Department,
3 Cheyne Walk, Northampton, NN1 5PT, England.
Tel: 01604 824220 or Fax: 01604 824242 Do not send cash through the post.
NTCG England & Wales 53rd National Youth and Discipleship Convention
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YOUTH Events
NATIONAL YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP ROADSHOW
May and June 2016 (other dates to follow)
Venue: Southwest, North

FIND OUT
FIRST AT
NTCG.ORG.UK

National

IMPACT 2016
Act and be a part of reaching out and impacting
youth
Friday 2nd or Saturday 3rd September 2016
Venue: Countrywide at local venues
Prayer strategy, T-shirts, free planning resource
pack and templates available
For information visit:
www.impactyouth.org.uk

NTCG NATIONAL CONVENTION
Friday 15th – Sunday 17th
July 2016
Theme: ‘Mission Possible’
Guest Speaker:
Bishop Sean Teal (USA)
Venue: Bethel Convention
Centre, B70 7JW

12TH YOUTH ACADEMY 2016
An exciting, life changing weekend for young
people
Friday 14th to Sunday 16th October 2016
Theme: Break Free and Fly High
Venue: Whitemoor Lakes, Barley Green Lane,
Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 8QT.
Age group: 13 to 23 years old
Cost: £120 (full board). Balance required by
26th August 2016
For information visit:
www.youthacademy.org.uk

54TH NATIONAL YOUTH AND DISCIPLESHIP
CONVENTION
Friday 28th April - Sunday 30th April 2017
Venue: Bethel Convention Centre, West
Bromwich, B70 7JW

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
CONFERENCE
Friday 30th September Sunday 2nd October 2016
Venue: Bethel Convention
Centre, B70 7JW

LIFEBUILDERS NATIONAL MEN’S
CONFERENCE
Friday 4th – Sunday 6th
November 2016
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BRISTOL STREET MOTORS

NUMBER ONE
FOR FORD
IN SHIRLEY & WEST BROMWICH

NEW
CAR
SALES

USED
CAR
SALES

SERVICE
MOT
MOTABILITY
AND
TESTING SPECIALISTS
BODYSHOP

Simply call us today to join our
no obligation Loyalty Scheme
and enjoy the benefits;

Bristol Str
eet M

otors
FULL DE
A
L
ERSH
L
New Cars at COST PRICE^ OYALTY CARD IP

3
3 20% OFF Servicing
3 MOT’s at only £29.99
3 Discounted Parts
3 Discounted Tyres
UP
TO

NAME

REGISTRA
TION NU
MBER

Hurry, contact us today
for your FREE Loyalty
Card. We look forward
to seeing you.

Proud to be associated with The New Testament Church of God
361-369 Stratford Road Shirley
0121 733 3333
New Swan Lane, West Bromwich
0121 553 0200
Models shown for illustration only. ^Applicable to selected vehicles.
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