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Autumn Years
The ministers
and people of
the New
Testament
Church Of
God in
England and Wales have a very special place in
my heart that nothing in this world can remove or
replace. There are some who are my
“colleagues,” others who are my “brothers and
sisters,” and others who are my “spiritual sons
and daughters.”
The weeks, months, and years we have spent
together can never be forgotten. At times, we
were in sorrow; at times, we were in joy. There
were times of laughter; there were times we shed
tears. But whatever the circumstances, I thank
God for the privilege He gave us to serve Him
together. So today when I look back, it is with joy
and thanksgiving.
However, we should not just look back; we must
still look forward. Because what the Lord did
through our lives and ministries in the past, He
can still do today in His own way. Like Caleb, we
can still boldly say, “Give me this
mountain!” (Joshua 14:12)
Caleb was among the twelve men that Moses
sent to view the Promised Land. Ten returned
with a discouraging report, but Caleb and Joshua
encouraged the people. Caleb said, “Let us go
up and possess the land, for we are well-able.”
Yes, the land was guarded by well-equipped

There is something
unique about the
autumn years.
“And

when Abraham
was ninety years old
and nine, the Lord
appeared to
Abraham, and said
unto him, I am the Almighty God: walk before
me, and be thou perfect.” (Genesis 17: 1)
It seems to me that from God's perspective;
there is something special and unique about
the more mature person. This perfection that
the scripture speaks of refers to maturity rather
than sinless perfection. The scripture is not
referring to absolute or faultless perfection but
rather to maturity, integrity, and consistency on
a whole in all aspects of life.
The writer to the Hebrews also urges us to
leave the foundational principles of the doctrine
of Christ and progress to maturity.
Caleb demonstrates this special uniqueness of
maturity; when they got to the promise land and
decide to take the mountainous area of the
land. (Joshua 14:12-15)
Simeon was kept alive so that he could offer a
blessing on Jesus when his parents brought
him to the temple in Jerusalem, (Luke 2:25-26,
28-30).
In his old age, Eli could assist Samuel to
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soldiers, but Caleb fully trusted in the
faithfulness of his omnipotent God.
Caleb was forty years old when God gave
them the promise that the land would be theirs
and their children’s forever. But he was 85
years old when he claimed it! He wanted the
mountain at 85 years old? Yes! For he trusted
in the Lord God of heaven and earth whose
promises are “yea and amen.” What God
says, He will do! Heaven and earth will pass
away but His words cannot fail. God’s words
are as sure as God Himself. So we will not
fear; we will not faint; we will not fail.
GIVE ME THIS MOUNTAIN! We know that
the mountain is steep and high, dangerous
and strenuous to climb, but greater is He that
is in us than he that is in the world.
Our faith must not be in our past victories, nor
in our past faithfulness to God, nor in our
longevity of service, but in the presence and
promises of God, and in God’s faithfulness.
So in these, our senior years, we boldly say,
GIVE ME THIS MOUNTAIN. With God on our
side, no Red Sea can stop us; no fiery furnace
can consume us; no lions can devour us; no
River Jordan or Jericho wall can hinder us.
We, therefore, rejoice in our Senior Years! For
the God of Daniel is our God; the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego is our
God; and we know that He is infallible and
eternal. “GIVE ME THIS MOUNTAIN!”
DR. CURTIS GREY
RETIRED SUPERINTENDENT

identify the voice of the Lord, (1 Samuel 3:9-10).
There are several other examples in the
scriptures to confirm that there is something
unique about the ‘autumn years’. For example;
according to Titus 2:4 the older women are
encouraged to teach the younger women. The
apostle Paul states in Ephesians 6:4 that fathers
are to bring up their children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.
So, let me encourage and challenge you, our
retired pastors and spouse that whilst it is right
that you now take time away from the pulpit
ministry it does not mean that you don't have a
contribution to make to your church and
community.
It is true to say that much of your time will be
taken up with other things; such as voluntary
work, assisting with the grandchildren and in
some cases great grandchildren, doing the
school run etc.; however, it is very important that
you set aside some time for prayer, counselling,
mentoring, reflection and relaxation.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation
to all of you for the contribution that you have
made to the life of our church and our ministry to
the wider community.
Let me admonish you to enjoy your retirement
and remember that you are loved and respected
and still have much that you can contribute to
society because there is something unique about
the more mature believer.
BISHOP DONALD BOLT
ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP ENGLAND AND WALES &
SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE UNITE KINGDOM

A gray head is a crown of glory;
It is found in the way of righteousness
Proverbs 16:31
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The Park Inn by Radisson Hotel Northampton are delighted to welcome everyone from the New
Testament Church of God once more.
This is the ninth successive year that we have hosted the Retired Pastors event here at the Hotel
and it is both an integral and enjoyable part of our yearly calendar of events. We are firm believers
that coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress and working together is success.
Throughout this time working together with the NTCG, we have welcomed a variety of guests from
the local area and those who have travelled from outside of Northampton.
Our goals during this special event are to ensure that every guest enjoys our facilities, cuisine and
hospitality and we look forward to welcoming everyone to the Park Inn by Radisson Hotel
Northampton once more. We continually strive to exceed your expectations across all aspects of
your guest experience and the 2017 event is no exception.
Our Radisson ‘Yes I Can’ motto will ensure that no matter the request, we will always be responsible
professional and focused on being your hosts, delivering memorable experiences for all of our
guests, with an honest and hard-working approach to what we do.
Please have a safe journey here, a wonderful and memorable time with us during the event at the
Hotel and we look forward to welcoming you all once again in the very near future.
With warm and sincere regards,
David Mullis and our Hotel Team at Park Inn by Radisson Northampton.

We have never been able to attend the Retired Pastors Retreat due to ill health but we receive our annual
copy of 'Autumn Years' for which we are very grateful. Thank you for remembering us.
Rev and Sis A Lawrence
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r o f i l e o f M r s Ad e l a S t r a c h a n

having a meeting a lady opened her window and poured
water over us but that didn’t deter us – we went back to
proclaim the Gospel at the same spot the very next week.
Around this time, Brother Strachan was sent by Revd
Thompson to help with the Sunday School in Deptford.
Brother Strachan went to Deacon F E Hylton (my father
figure here in the UK) in 1964 to ask permission for my
hand in marriage. As was the custom in those days
Deacon Hylton (as he was known then) came to me with
the proposal and then we went to consult with Revd
Thompson. In those days one was given just 3 to 6 months
to prepare for AND be married. Brother Strachan and I
were engaged in late ’64 and by early ‘65 we were
married.

Serving the body of Christ is something I have witnessed
and been a part of since a young age. My parents were a
great influence on me namely through the importance and
impact that passionate, sincere ministry can have. Born in
the Parish of Saint Anne’s Jamaica, my mother was
affectionately known as Mother Sarah Jane Anderson, the
Mother of the New Testament Church of God in Lower
Buxton. My father’s name was Samuel George Anderson
and he was the Deacon of the Church.

Shortly after Brother Strachan was nominated to be the
District Youth Director for the Brixton District. It was
around this time that the Catford Church was birthed out of
the Brixton District and led by Rev J Tomlin; Catford
church would eventually become a district church in its
own right (later Lee District) and was led by Revd DA
Miller. Brother Strachan had the honour of serving both the
Brixton and the Catford district simultaneously for a year
after which he served the Catford District exclusively.
Having parents who served the body of Christ meant that I Meanwhile in late 1965 the Deptford church was organised
and became our base church.
was brought up in the church and at the age of 12 I gave
my heart to the Lord. I was active in church ministry from a
Revd Miller sent my husband and I to start a Sunday
young age and served as a Sunday school teacher. I
would also regularly do exhortations and often represented school in New Addington in 1974. The Sunday school’s
success meant it was later organised into a church initially
my church at rallies on other districts. In 1962 I was
with 5 local members who were faithfully led by Rev
preparing to travel to the UK and at my send-off my
Strachan and I. God blessed the church in New Addington
Pastor, Rev Nolly Whitaker gave me the scripture:
as it grew over our 9 years of ministry.
Proverbs 3 v5-6 as a way of reminding me of God’s
prevailing grace, guidance and faithfulness and in every
Bible, I have owned since it is the scripture that I mark first My late husband and I shared a testimony of God’s
unchanging faithfulness, the outpouring of His Spirit, and
above all others.
the building of His Kingdom over the following 20 years as
we went on to pastorally serve Charlton,
In the April of 1962 I landed at Gatwick airport at 6am.
Deptford (local) and the Deptford District.
After having a rest that morning I was taken to 64 Offley
Road in the afternoon for a service that was being led by
the Revd. S U Thompson. I was asked to give my
testimony and I sang ‘The Great Speckled Bird’ an old
favourite. At the end of the service the Revd D A Miller
asked me to join the choir which I went on to do. Not long
after I was selected to be to be a Sunday School teacher
and a YPE Leader. Many of the young people I had the
pleasure of teaching are now ministers in the church
today. God is ever faithful.
In 1964 Revd Thompson sent me to Norwood church to
help in the Sunday School there and on Sunday evenings
he would send a group of young people to Clifton Rise in
Deptford to hold open air services. On one occasion while
4

Whilst ministering at these churches I had the great
pleasure of serving as Ladies President under the
leadership of 4 wonderful National Presidents; Sis
Macintyre, Rev Sis Arnold, Rev Sis Phyllis Brown and
Sister Millicent Brown. I continue to give Almighty God all
the glory for the way he led Bishop Strachan and I
throughout our service to the body of Christ both as
individuals and in partnership for over 40 plus years of
ministry.
To God be the glory great things he has done!

Photographs courtesy of
Carl Shirley
Thank you for the wonderful two days I had at the Retired Pastors Retreat. It was a very refreshing time. The fellowship was
great. The meal was lovely. This is a great vision. I appreciate the work of the Planning team and I continue to pray for you
all. May the blessings of the Lord flow into your life always.
REV F GREEN

5

P

rofile of Keith Nathaniel Channer

Keith Nathaniel Channer was born on the 1st of January
1937 to parents William and Ethel Channer, in the
District of Fyffes Pen, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica. There are
nine other siblings in the family. He attended the Fyffe’s
Pen elementary school, and later Brompton school. In
1954, at the age of 17 he accepted Jesus as his
personal Saviour and Lord and was affiliated to the
New Testament Church of God, Cotterwood, St.
Elizabeth Jamaica. Shortly after becoming a member
of the Church, he was appointed as Sunday School
Secretary. Between 1954 and 1960 he moved from
Fyffe’s Pen, to Kingston, to Browns Town, St Ann’s,
and finally to Montego Bay. He had employment in all
these places. He never lost touch with the New
Testament Church of God and wherever he went he
would always worship at the nearest branch. In the
Montego Bay Church, he was appointed as Sunday
school Teacher for the 18 to 25 age group. It was
during this time he met Alice Clarke who was later to
become his wife.
While in Kingston he started to learn the cabinet
maker’s trade. When he went to Montego Bay, he
worked at Temple Galleries as an advanced
apprentice. Temple Galleries was at the time, the
largest furniture making company in the Caribbean and

employed over two Hundred workers. One of its
specialties was the reproduction of antique furniture.
He later worked on their construction site as a
carpenter. While in Kingstone in 1954 he worked at
Miles Drugs Store. During his stay in Brown’s Town, St
Ann, he worked for a few months as a bus conductor
on the North Liner, owned by Mr. Marshall.
In December 1960 he emigrated to England, and lived
in West Bromwich, West Midlands, in the home of his
sister and brother-in-law. For about six months he
worshipped with at the Assemblies of God Church in
Gad’s Lane, West Bromwich. They had a lovely Welsh
man as their Pastor and the services were very warm
and welcoming. He still has some very treasured
memories of those days.
While visiting London in the Whitsun of 1961, he met up
with Pastor D. A. Miller, his first pastor in Jamaica. He
also met up with Bishop S. U. Thompson, the then
Pastor of the Brixton District. Bishop Thompson gave
him directions to the New Testament Church of God in
Handsworth, Birmingham. At that time, they worshipped
in the Bolton Road school room. The following Sunday
he took the bus from West Bromwich to Handsworth in
search of the New Testament Church of God. It was not
difficult to find because once he found Bolton Road he
just followed people who he thought were going to
church. He was told that there was a small branch of
the church in West Bromwich under the leadership of
Pastor C. A. Lee. With much difficulty, he found the
church which was held in a school room in Spon Lane.
In the small church with no more than nineteen
members, there was a lot for him to do. Soon he was
appointed as Sunday school Teacher, FTH President,
Church Secretary and later local Youth and Christian
Education Director. He also served on the Church and
Pastor’s Council. He became a member of the
Handsworth District Youth Board and went on to
become secretary of the Board. Rev Laura Thomas

I have been able to attend almost every one of the Retired Pastors Retreat and I have thoroughly enjoyed every
occasion. I have been able to have some very meaningful and comforting conversations with others whose
loved one has passed away and who have been through similar experience as myself. The banquet is always a
pleasant time of sharing over a lovely three course meal and a well put together and inspiring programme.
Each year I seem to have the opportunity to talk at length with someone whom I had previously only spoken to
in passing at conventions or other such events. At the banqueting table we are able to have some deep
conversations. I also enjoy the Communion service on the Thursday morning and our visit to the Leadership and
Heritage Centre and the National Offices. I am so glad I have been able to attend and look forward to may more
opportunities to do so.
SIS VELMA JOHNSON
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of the evangelism team. For many years, he served as
a member of the National Men’s Fellowship Board
under the Leadership of Rev. R. O. Brown.
In 1963 he was recommended to Ministry by his then
pastor Rev CA Lee, Rev Barnes being the District
Pastor at the time. He received his Exhorter’s
Certificate in 1964. In 1977 he was promoted to
licensed minister, and in 1989 he was ordained.
Pastor Channer attended the E B I from 1965-67 for
Theological Training, he also attended Overstone
College where he gained a Diploma in Ministry. He
took advantage of the Enrichment Courses
recommended by Cleveland Tennessee USA in the
1980s. These classes were held at the George Church,
Handsworth on a fortnightly basis.
Pastor Channer served as pioneer in two fields. While
on the Handsworth district he helped to pioneer the
Chelmsleywood Church, now Kingshurst and while in
Bilston he helped to pioneer the Tipton Church.
After serving as District Youth and Christian Education
Director on the Handsworth and Bilston districts, he
moved to his first Pastorate in Burton-On-Trent in April
1978 where he served for eleven years. In 1989, he
was moved to Derby to serve as local as well as the
District Pastor. He was very uncomfortable with the
size of the Burton Road premises which they owned
and so he set out to acquire a building with more
adequate space. In 1994, the church was able to
relocate to Brighton Road where they bought and
refurbished the far more spacious St Peter’s Church.

Pastor Channer was instrumental in the setting up of
the Esther Appeal Foundation a group which has so far
raised thousands of pounds for various causes and
charities such as the Montserrat Appeal, Jamaica Basic
Schools Foundation, Children with Disabilities, St
Andrews Home for Girls, Sickle Cells Anemia, Jamaica
Mustard Seed UK, and the West Haven Home.
Over the years, Pastor Channer has organized many
community services including a number of Jamaican
Independence Services. Apart from the thanksgiving
aspect of these services there is the element of people
meeting their leaders. So, at these services he would
invite the High Commissioners, Mayors, MPs, Bishops,
Police chiefs and other community leaders and
dignitaries so that they can meet the community.
Pastor Channer has been married to Alice otherwise
known as Ruby for fifty-two years. The union has been
blessed with four children, Byron, Pamela, Clover,
Terence, and seven grandchildren; Dwain, Sabrina,
Anthony, Jesse, James, Tyrone and Sarah, and two
great grandchildren; Leona and Jaden. The children
are all grown and flown, and Pastor and sister Channer
are experiencing the “empty nest” syndrome but as he
says, the children are always coming back home on
visits with the grandchildren for which he is extremely
proud.
Pastor Channer does not accept the word retirement as
part of his vocabulary. Retirement is a new season of
new beginnings in ministry.

Not long after taking up the pastorate in Sydney Street,
Burton-On-Trent, he was elected as chairman to the
Racial Equality Council, a position he held until he
moved to Pastor the Derby Church.

Pastor Channer served as Prison Chaplain from 19932004, a role he loved maybe more than any other in
Christian ministry. First he served at Swinfin Hall
Young Offenders Institution and then at Foston Hall
Women’s prison. During the1980s he served as
Chairman for the Burton-On-Trent Racial Equality
Council. Shortly after taking up the pastorate in Derby
he was elected chairman for the Derby African/
Caribbean Council of Churches with responsibility for
the Seen Centre which was the Educational Wing of
the African Caribbean Council of Churches.
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to meet her. As he was about to leave, the post arrived, in

rofile Wellesley Campbell

it was a returned letter that he had previously sent to his
uncle with some money. Apparently it had been wrongly

addressed. This had worked out fine as he now had more
than enough to make his journey to meet his fiancée. God
had made a way, as he believed he always does.
Wellesley and Callis were married in 1963 at a local
Baptist church in St.Albans, Hertfordshire. They are
blessed with three children, Pauline, Stephen and Gillian.
Wellesley served on the evangelism team and as a
Sunday school teacher in the New Testament Church of

Wellesley Aurtha Campbell was born on 2nd April 1932 in

God in Little London until his departure to the UK. Callis,

Savanna-La-Mar, Westmoreland, Jamaica. However he

served as secretary for a local Baptist church in Hanover,

was raised in Rock Spring, Hanover. He later moved to a

and transitioned to Sunday School teacher in Jamaica and

small district called Little London, near Negril where he

England. She also served as Ladies President for over

worked as a shoe maker.

5years at St. Albans NTCG in the UK. Wellesley admires
his wife for her strength and is appreciative of the support

In 1957, he was invited to attend a Young People's

he received from her throughout his ministry.

meeting at the local New Testament Church of God in
Little London. He had in mind to leave when the altar call

One of the first church Wellesley visited in the UK was the

appeal was made for sinners, however the Spirit of God

Assemblies of God in St. Albans. The presiding minister

moved upon him and the next thing he knew he found

was Pastor Jerry Thomas. However, when the New

himself at the altar. That evening he accepted Christ as

Testament Church of God was established in the St

his personal Saviour. A year later he felt the burden for

Albans, Wellesley left the Assemblies of God and took up

lost souls and the call for ministry. Whilst attending a

membership at the New Testament Church of God . The

building Rally, Rev Carr called for prayer and asked him

leader of this church was Pastor Avis Thompson. A few

to enter the ministry. This confirmed the conviction in his

years later Pastor Thompson asked Wellesley if he could

spirit. Wellesley accepted the call and enrolled on a

restart the work in Stevenage, Hertfordshire. He agreed

course at Bethel Bible College, St Mary, Jamaica.

following a period of fasting and prayer. In 1971, he

Unfortunately he only completed 2 years as he immigrated

began ministering in Stevenage. A ministerial colleague

to the United Kingdom in 1961 in pursuit of a better life. He

informed Wellesley that a church could never be

did however resume his studies at Overstone,

established in Stevenage as the locality had one of the

Northampton, where he successfully completed his

oldest Witch communities in the country. Wellesley

ministerial training.

reminded him of the power of prayer. Evangelism was the
main strategy and the church gradually grew, from 2 to 20.

Wellesley's wife, Callis, grew up in Hanover. Their

People were baptised in water and received the baptism of

courtship started in the early 60s and it was not long

the Holy-Spirit. 40 years have passed and the church

before he proposed to Callis. Wellesley left for England in

continues to grow from strength to strength.

1961 but his departure did not result in their love for each
other dwindling even though there was no social media to

In 1985, Wellesley went on to start a mission in Watford.

fan the flames, just pen, paper and prayer. Callis joined

In 1996 - 1998, he pastored St. Albans Church. With much

Wellesley in the UK, a year and a half later. He recalls

regret, Wellesley had to take early retirement due to ill

that when Callis was due to arrive in England, he was full

health. However he continues to support people through

of excitement at the same time anxious as he was broke

prayer and counselling both in the UK and in Jamaica.

because pay day was a few days away. However, he

Wellesley believes with the whole of his heart that God

remained positive even though he was not sure how he

remains the same yesterday, today and forevermore; that

was going to pay for the journey. He put on his best

God is a faithful father, friend and master. His

clothes to make his way to Victoria Station with a brand-

encouragement to the church, is ‘Never let go of God as

new coat over his arm (one he purchased weeks before)

he is all you need'
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rothers United in Christ

Please accept greetings on behalf of Brothers United in
Christ, as you celebrate the 2017 Retired Ministers
Retreat. We are sorry that we cannot be in attendance
this year.
We have fond memories of attending the Retired
Ministers Retreat in 2013. It was a privilege to minister to
you great men and women of God.

P

rofile of Leslie Simms

Leslie Simms otherwise known as Les was born in 1942
in Scarborough, St, Ann Jamaica. At the age of 20 Les
emigrated to England and following a few months in
London, moved to Chapeltown in Leeds. He worked for
many years at E J Arnolds then moved to A E Turbines
as an engineer, where he retired in December 1999.

Our success is a tribute to the legacy you have given to
us, which has empowered us to bond together as men to
deliver our ministry through songs of hope, joy and
deliverance. Our song; ‘I then shall live as one who’s
been forgiven’ embodies the calling upon a minister’s life
of servitude, which has been evident in your lives.

He met his wife, Gloria Powell in 1963 at a wedding
reception. Mingling with guests at the wedding, laughing
and chatting he saw the beautiful young lady, Gloria.
Following a short period of courtship, they were married
in the Spring of March 1964. Their union brought forth 3
children, 6 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild.

It is amazing to see the passion for ministry that still
drives you even though you have retired. No doubt if
given the chance to start all over again, you would. There
is still an important role for you to play within our churches
throughout the UK. Your wisdom and love for our
congregations and young ministers alike are priceless
and should be utilized wherever possible.

As it was there custom and practice for the New
Testament Church of God, the members carried out
personal evangelism, principally amongst the black
community. Following a visit to his home in 1972, Les
accepted Christ as his personal Saviour and Gloria
followed in 1975.

We hope you will enjoy this year’s retreat and find the
time to relax in the knowledge that you are highly
regarded and not forgotten. We pray that you will continue
to enjoy your retirement after your many years of labour in
the vineyard.
May God continue to bless you all.
(BUiC) started as a six-piece vocal worship band which was
first formed on the 21st June 2009, on Father’s Day with the
rendition of the song ‘I Then Shall Live’ at the Handsworth
New Testament Church of God, in Birmingham. The group
has now extended to eight male vocalists.

SELWYN THOMPSON

Both Les and Gloria were actively involved in the church
activities. Les served as a Sunday school teacher, Scout
Leader, Evangelism Director, Sunday School
Superintendent, Church Secretary/Treasurer, Assistant
Men’s leader and Church Officer. Whilst his wife, Gloria,
served as Sunday Teacher, Women’s President and she
also sang in both the district and local choirs.
Les recognised the need for developing his faith and
enrolled in a correspondence course. After two years he
changed course, to study at Overstone College under the
leadership of Dr C Ryan. Following a period of study, he
became a licensed Minister. In 2005, Les retired from the
9

Treasurer’s role and took on the pastorate at Beeston,
Leeds.
Beeston was the second smallest church on the Leeds
district. Meetings were held in a building of the United
Reform. As they did not have full use of the whole
building, there were quite a few challenging restrictions
to which they had to adhere, such as not displaying
posters on the outside of the building. Les pastored
Beeston until his retirement in August 2015.

Rev Simms is now a retired minister and attends the
New Testament Church of God at Easterly Road and
Beeston Church. Although retired, he is very much
involved in worship, teaching and Men’s Ministries (Life
Builders) at both churches.
Rev Simms lives out his Christian life, serving the Lord
at his local Church. He remains steadfast and faithful in
his calling. He epitomise 1 Corinthians 4:2 which states
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful.”

We celebrate the work of our pioneers and recognise the on-going contribution that are still being made
today. A big thank you to:
Rev & Mrs B Allen

Mrs D Denton-Thompson

Mrs V Johnson

Rev R Scott

Rev H Allen

Rev B Foster

Rev & Mrs A Lawrence

Rev L Simms

Mrs N Atkinson

Mrs I Gordon

Rev & Mrs F Lewis

Mrs M Simpson

Rev & Mrs L Atterbury

Rev & Mrs T Grant

Rev & Mrs I Lewinson

Rev & Mrs U Simpson

Mrs C Bailey

Rev F Green

Rev H Lynch

Rev & Mrs Stapleton

Rev & Mrs N Bailey

Rev & Mrs J Hall

Mrs R Lyseight

Rev & Mrs G Stephenson

Mrs N Bailey

Mrs D Hastings

Rev Z McCrae

Rev L & Rev R Stewart

Mrs P Bartley

Rev C Hayles

Mrs W Morgan

Mrs R Stewart

Rev T Blackman

Rev & Mrs J Henry

Mrs M Parke

Mrs A Strachan

Rev P Brown

Rev S A Holder

Rev & Mrs R H Parkinson

Rev W Strachan

Rev W Brown

Mrs F Hosang

Rev I Reid

Rev C Thomas

Rev & Mrs W Browne

Rev & Mrs C Hylton

Rev & Mrs L Reid

Mrs H Thomas

Rev J Bryan

Rev H Jackson

Rev & Mrs L Rhule

Mrs J Wilson

Rev & Mrs W Bucknor

Rev L Jackson

Rev & Mrs G Ricketts

Mrs L Wisdom

Rev & Mrs W Campbell

Rev and Mrs I Johns

Rev & Mrs W Rozetta

Rev & Mrs P Williams

Rev & Mrs K Channer

Rev & Mrs E Johnson

Rev & Mrs C Ryan

Rev & Mrs W Willis

Rev & Mrs G Crawford

Mrs M Johnson

Rev & Mrs C Scott

Thank you for organising this event for us. We thoroughly enjoyed it when we were able to attend. We are so sorry we
cannot come this year due to illness. We look forward to our copy of the Newsletter. It is always very interesting to read. It
keeps us updated. The event and gifts are really very much appreciated. It all makes us feel that we are not forgotten. We
continue to keep the Planning Team in our prayers.’
REV & SIS RHULE
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onouring Heritage
Builders

It was Dr E.A. Brown who said, “In every
generation, God raises up individuals, often of
humble beginnings, set them on the world stage
to declare His truth and justice and to inspire
faith and visions in others.”
The photograph brings back very happy
memories of the infancy of our Church in the
United Kingdom. The New Testament Church of
God has been very blessed with many men and
women whose faithfulness, dedication and
sacrifice have brought our church to a place of
prominence amongst other denominations. The
early ministers in our church had to do secular
work in addition to fulfilling their call to the
ministry. They often endured financial hardship
especially because they could not do all the
overtime that was available, since they had to
make sacrifices for the furtherance of the
gospel. All of these people came to England
when they were in their in their twenties and
thirties. They all believed in the inerrancy of
scriptures and were faithful to God’s word,
faithful to the denomination and to their families.
The heritage of our church is the result of faithful
men and women who studied the word,
practiced it and taught it. This group is
representative of our heritage builders who fit
the “faithful man of God”; Paul talked about in 2
Timothy 2:6, 15, 22, 24, 3:14, 17, 4:5.
Women were equally involved in the evangelistic
work as well as preaching ministry in addition to

their skills in fundraising for the acquiring of
properties and helping the less fortunate.
The challenges we face today are not as great
financially but there are some new
challenges which were not in existence
when we began. In today’s world, for
example, it is illegal to publicly denounce
and criticise matters such as same sex
marriage, homosexual behaviour and
other faiths. However the church today
still proclaims the full unadulterated
gospel with results and without breaking
the law. It is easier today for ministers
and the ministerial students to attend
colleges and places of further learning while
they continue with their ministry.
When we honour and celebrate our retired
pastors and the ministers in events such as our
annual retreat, we are saying several things: the
retired pastors, who are often discouraged see
that the Church is interested in their well-being
and at least show some gratitude for the ministry
then and now. It also tells the young ministers
and ministerial students that they will not be
forgotten after leaving public ministry. At
occasions such as these we can reminisce and
reflect on what we have been through, the
battles fought and victories won. It is also a time
to think of those who have gone on before and
the rich reward which awaits us all when by
Gods grace we join the illustrious group of men,
women and children in His presence.
BISHOP DR ISSACHAR LEWINSON

Last year was my first time at the Retreat. It was a very
enjoyable occasion. The atmosphere was congenial and I
was able to have some quality time with veterans of our
Church many of whom I have only been able to have
passing conversations when we meet at functions such as
conventions and conferences. We were able to have timely
conversations about our struggles and successes in
ministry and acknowledge our contributions to our local
and national Church. It was indeed, a very fulfilling and
privileged occasion and I am looking forward to the 2017
event.
REV C THOMAS
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WHAT MATTERS in the end by Louise Morse

Louise Morse presents two major points in this little booklet - the importance of the
recognition by seniors of their limited lifetime and that it is vital that they set their
house in order while they can think, and make their own decisions, because
circumstances can change at any given time. The harsh but inevitable truth is that
death is sure and they should be prepared.
The key points are very well communicated and very enlightening. Her advice and the information provided
should prompt readers to do something about their future, while they have the time.
The book offers a positive perspective on end of life care and puts a good case for those advanced in age to
talk about how they would like to be cared for at the end of their lives and where they would like to spend
their final days. I fully endorse the view that it would be a great relief to families both emotionally and
financially if their elderly relatives make their Will and if they can afford it, pay for their funeral whilst they are
in their right mind.
The book affirms our Christian view on this subject. Dying is defined as a spiritual event and as children of
God we face the end with courage and the assurance of 2 Tim 4:6-8. I would recommend this booklet to all
retired pastors. Perhaps more than we thought, many of us will experience old age and death than the
experience of the rapture.

What matters in the end is that we go with our testimony to our ‘Fathers’ house’ prepared for each believer.
REV LLOYD ATTERBURY

T H AN K

YOU FOR YOUR

D O N AT I O N :-

 Age UK

 Dudley NTCG

 Sheffield NTCG

 Anapausis NTCG

 Gateway NTCG

 Stoke-on-Trent NTCG

 Brixton NTCG

 Northampton NTCG

 The Rock NTCG

 Burton-on-Trent NTCG

 Pilgrim’s Friend Society

 West Croydon NTCG

 Deptford NTCG

 Rochester NTCG

LLOYD

JOYCELYNE

ATTERBURY

BOLT

SADIE

IRVINE

JANCIE

SHARON

PHYLLIS

LOUIS

BROOKS

JOHNS

JOHNSON

SMITH

THOMPSON

WRIGHT
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