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General

Mission

INFORMATION
PRAYER
We anticipate a mighty move of God as we join in the Afternoon
Glow Prayer and Praise on Friday at 4.00pm in the chapel and
Morning Glory Prayer and Praise on Saturday morning at 9.00am
and Sunday morning at 9.30am in the main auditorium.

THEFT
The National Women’s Ministries Department will not accept
responsibility for loss/theft of any property.

STATEMENT

T

he Women’s Ministries Department will endeavour to assist
women in developing a deeper understanding and relationship
in God through worship, fellowship, training and leisure, and to
enhance our relationship with the wider community by welcoming other
cultures and organisations.
Through the Conferences and Retreats offered by the Women’s Ministries
Department we aim to:
▪▪

FIRST AID
First Aid will be available throughout the weekend. Should you
require assistance please ask at the registration desk.

MOTHERS AND BABY ROOM
The Garden Room will be available for mothers and baby
throughout the Conference. It is located towards the back of the
Conference Centre.

▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

COUNSELLORS

▪▪

Qualified Counsellors will be available throughout the Conference.
If you wish to share any concerns or just require a listening ear
please ask at the reception desk. Our telephone line for onsite
counselling is 07726 495 986.
		

▪▪

OTHER INFORMATION

▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

Educate and Inform
Empower & Equip
Encourage socialisation
Train
Fellowship & Network
Worship
Build confidence
Motivate
Build self-esteem
Mentor
Rest
Expose others to different lifestyles
Disciple each other
Utilise skills and emulate qualities of our leaders

It is possible that during this Conference, your child/young person
below the age of 18 may be photographed or recorded. The
Women’s Ministries Department will take all possible steps to
ensure that these images are used solely for the purpose for which
they are intended which is the promotion of the Conference.

NOTE TO EXHIBITORS
We would respectfully ask all exhibitors to close their booth whilst
the Conference is in session.

PRAYER LINE
Our 24 hour prayer line - 0160.48.24.24.7
Call and leave your requests for prayer or e-mail:
bigmoveprayer@aol.com

ACTION UPON HEARING THE FIRE ALARM!
▪▪ Upon the sounding of the emergency tone, immediately stop
any ongoing activities.
▪▪ Stay in your location and wait for instructions from the Fire
Marshall or Stewards
▪▪ After receiving the evacuation order, evacuate the building in
an orderly manner to the assembly area which is located at the
BCC car park, front entrance
▪▪ Use the nearest and safest exit
▪▪ Proceed to the predetermined emergency assembly area
▪▪ Wait for further instructions.
The fire alarm makes a “Whoop Whoop” sound followed by a
recorded voice message.
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The Women’s Ministries Department continues to be guided
by the principles of The BIG MOVE… This programme is our
church’s strategy for transformation and impact.

Building Confident, committed leaders
Informing and impacting our youth
Growing healthy Churches
Mobilizing the Church for Ministry and Missions
Offering Hope to our Community
Valuing our women and our men
Evangelizing our communities and our world

 GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

Mrs Joycelyne E.

BOLT

P

raise, glory, wisdom, thanks,
honour, power and strength be to
our God forever and ever! I extend
special greetings to our Administrative
Bishop, National Executive Council
members, Guest Speakers, Psalmists and all delegates to this our
Women’s Empowerment Conference 2014. I want to acknowledge
and give thanks to God for Revd. Millicent Brown for her service and
contribution to the department of Women’s Ministries over the past 12
years and to the National Women’s Board who have served faithfully
alongside her. Together they have organized this conference during
my transition into this role and I appreciate their contributions to the
success of this vital ministry of our church.
I am grateful to God for the privilege that He has given me to serve as
Director of Women’s Ministries in this new season of our church. I look
to the future with great hope and anticipation for what God is going to
do and how He will continue to use the Women’s Ministry within our
church and the wider society.
This year marks 50 years of women’s ministry within The New Testament
Church of God. To God be the glory! As I reflect on the past 50 years,
I rejoice in what has been achieved through God who has sustained
and strengthened His people. I salute my predecessors’, women chosen
by God who have served over many years, and made significant
contributions to the department. As a result, myself and future leaders
can continue to build. We honour; Mrs. Rose Lyseight, the late Mrs Nysia
McIntyre, Revd Mrs Muriel Arnold, Revd Mrs Phyllis Brown and Revd
Mrs Millicent Brown.
It is imperative we celebrate that which got us to where we are,
however we must realise that our history is a stepping stone not an
anchor. Anchors keep you from moving forward. We must never
convince ourselves that God’s best work is over. We are only limiting
what God can do through us if we choose to believe our greatest days
are behind us. We must believe the future of the church is bright,
wonderful, victorious and filled with opportunity, we must embrace
that future with faith in God and ourselves.
What a powerful theme we have: Transformed, Victorious, It’s
Jubilee! Romans 12:2 [NLT] declares “Don’t copy the behaviour and
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person
by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will
for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” When we submit
ourselves to God as a living sacrifice we are not conformed but
transformed. When we are transformed we experience a change in the
way we think and behave. We discover God’s plan, purpose and will for
our lives - that’s Victorious living!
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 GRE E TI N GS F ROM

Bishop Donald

BOLT

Administrative Bishop

I

t is my happy privilege to greet the women of the New
Testament Church of God in this their fiftieth year of ministry
in England and Wales.
I would like to express my appreciation for the work of all the
former Directors and their families; for their faith, commitment
and the many sacrifices that they have made which has allowed
them to contribute so much to the department over the years. I
especially want to acknowledge the excellent contribution made
over the past twelve years by Rev. Mrs Millicent Brown and the
Women’s Ministry Board.
I greet the new Director and the Board and promise them my full
support.
I also want to greet the speakers and all the delegates to this
conference. As we focus on the theme ‘Transformed, Victorious –
It’s Jubilee’ it is my prayer that this theme will become a reality in
all of our lives. We can all agree that we do need to be transformed
before we can be victorious and claim all of the benefits of the
jubilee year.

Yours in Christ’s service,

Do remember that in the year of jubilee you have some special
privileges. Therefore, I want to encourage you to stake your
claim. You can claim liberty, rest, possessions, so go ahead and
claim back your husband, wife, children, grandchildren, health,
joy, peace and anything else that the enemy has taken from you
because this is the year of jubilee.

Mrs Joycelyne E Bolt

Wishing you a blessed conference.

Let us pray and actively seek to be transformed and walk in the Victory
and liberty that is available to us - it’s jubilee!

National Women’s Empowerment Conference 2014
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 GR E E TI NG S FR OM

Rev Mrs Millicent

BROWN

I

t is my pleasure to extend sincere greetings to Bishop Bolt,
Administrative Bishop, and to Sister Joycelyne Bolt, our
new Director, as she takes on the mantle of leadership in this
department. I pray that this year’s Conference will be inspirational
and empowering where women can reflect upon the past but look
forward to a bright and exciting future. I wish to convey my sincere
good wishes and prayerful support to Sister Bolt, not only in the
leadership and delivery of this Conference but in her entire future
within the Women’s Ministries Department.
As we close 50 years of Women Ministries and look forward to begin
another 50 years, may God’s anointing rest upon those who have
faithfully laboured, those who are labouring now and those who
will, at some time in the future lead this great church. In this Jubilee
year although we must pause and reflect upon the past, we cannot,
and must not, stay long in our reflections since there is much
more work to be done, so together as a body of women, we must
celebrate then ‘rise up and build’.
May the transforming power of the Holy Spirit renew and enrich
your lives and cause you to live victorious and fulfilled lives as you
continue to celebrate our King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
God bless you richly.

 GR E E TI NG S FR OM

Bishop Dr. Eric A

BROWN

I

am privileged yet again to extend greetings to this mighty
movement of women in our Church and especially to join you
in extending a warm welcome to your new Director, Mrs Joycelyne
Bolt. She is a product of this Church, and having lived out her
Christian faith among us we are confident that with God’s help she
will make a lasting contribution to this ministry and to the Kingdom.
To this end we will all pray and give our full support.
Over the past twelve years God has done great and awesome
things among and through you. Your prayers, your support, your
co-operation, your desire for God and your care for those who
are disadvantaged have all contributed to your achievements.
Your future progress will demand no less commitment and so
I encourage you in this your jubilee year, not only to celebrate
your achievements but also to embrace change and look to the
future with confidence. Redouble your efforts, stay focussed, be in
one accord and I can guarantee that if you do, there is absolutely
nothing that will be able to defeat you.
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 GRE E TI N GS A N D WE L C OM E F ROM

Mrs Cynthia

SPENCE
Secretary to the Board

& Executive Board Members

G

reetings! The National Women’s Executive Board and I are delighted
to welcome all delegates to this our annual Women’s Empowerment
Conference especially as we celebrate our Golden Jubilee.
It is indeed a pleasure to extend a very warm welcome to our Administrative
Bishop, Bishop Donald Bolt, members of the National Executive Council,
all Ministers, Presidents, Co-ordinators and Secretaries.
We are especially delighted to welcome our new Director of Women’s
Ministry, Mrs Joycelyne Bolt, wishing her every success as she takes up
the mantle to continue the work of this department to minister to women
across the body of the New Testament Church of God and beyond.
A very warm welcome to our guest speakers who are all home grown
and have served us over many years, Rev Hermilyn James, Rev Laurel
Woodstock, Rev Audrey Robb, Rev Carla Thomas and our School of Ministry
teacher Revd Sharmaine Perrin. Our Prayer leader Rev Sharon Miller,
workshop presenters, worship team and musicians, we are so pleased that
you have accepted our invitation to minister throughout the weekend.
In this jubilee year we have prayerfully chosen the theme - Transformed,
Victorious – “Its Jubilee”. We acknowledge that we have been
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit and that we are victorious
through the blood of Jesus Christ. As we celebrate 50 years of women’s
ministry in engaging, developing and inspiring women and young women
of all ages, let us pause and reflect on the journey. A solid foundation was
laid by strong, dedicated women of influence and determination; on this
we have continued to build year on year.
Come on let’s celebrate God’s goodness, His grace and mercy towards us.
“Remember, God is in control
Remember, His goodness in the past
His closeness in the present
And His power for the future”
(Max Lukado)
Every blessing.

 GU E ST SP E AK E R

 GUES T SP E AK E R

 GU E ST SP E AK E R

Rev Carla

Rev Laurel

Rev Audrey

THOMAS

R

ev Carla Thomas was born in Freeport
Bahamas, but grew up in Clarendon
Jamaica where she attended the Longbridge
Avenue Church of God in Christ. She migrated
to England, over 17 years ago and became a
member of the Lee New Testament Church
of God previously under the leadership of
Bishop and Mrs Simpson and now under the
leadership of Bishop and Mrs McLeod.
She gained a certificate in Theology and
Ministry at the Overtone College and a Diploma
in Theology at Word of Life Theological College.
Rev Carla Thomas became a minister in 2001
and in 2007 was called to the Pastorate at
the Brockley Rise church (now known as New
Testament Church of God Rehoboth). The
Church has experienced great growth during
the past 7 years under her leadership.
Rev Carla Thomas also works as a support
worker, working with people with learning
disabilities.
Her passion and desire is to see the body of
Christ united and the kingdom of God exalted.

WOODSTOCK

BSc, Dip. H. Ed. Dip. C.C., RN.

ROBB

L

R

• Over 40 years experience knowing God!
• Over 35 years experience preaching and
teaching the Word of God!
• Over 32 years experience as a Wife!
• Over 30 years experience as a Mother!
• Over 11 years experience as a Registered
Specialist Nurse!
• Over 9 years experience as an Author!
• Over 5 years experience as a Pastor!
• Over 2 years experience in the past as a guest
lecturer at University of Central England!
(Now Birmingham City University).

She believes that God has given her the heart
and ability to work with young people. In a
secular capacity, she has worked as a guidance
counsellor in training and education, project
manager on a regeneration programme
(Youth Groups), director of youth mentor
programmes & manager of youth community
projects, as well as working on youth offenders
programmes.

aurel Woodstock is a courageous woman
of God who is motivated by the power
of God and His unending love. Her ‘Divine
Destiny’ is being revealed in the following years
of service to present:

EDUCATION & QUALIFICATIONS
Laurel’s passion for education began at an
early age and she excelled in all areas of her
studies. Her passion for learning has continued
throughout her life and is displayed through
various academic achievements. Laurel also
has a deep passion to see others achieve their
best in all areas of life particularly educational
and spiritual growth. During the last thirty
seven years Laurel has worked through varied
education systems achieving the following:
2012

University of Wolverhampton - Bachelor
of Science in Nursing Studies

2006

University of Central England
in Birmingham: Post-Graduate,
Introduction to Mentor and Assessor

2004

University of Central England in
Birmingham- Diplomas in Professional
Studies in Critical Care

2002

University of Central England in
Birmingham: Awarded Diploma in
Higher in Nursing Studies

2000 - Theological Studies
06
1998

Awarded from the University of
Cambridge Local Examination Syndicate
(GCE O/Level): English Language,
History, Mathematics, Religious Studies,
Human & Social Biology

1976 - Awarded from; Ministry of Education,
80
Jamaica School Certificate ExaminationEnglish Language, Mathematics, Civics,
Health Science, Bible Knowledge,
History, Cookery & Nutrition.

evd Audrey Robb, an Ordained Minister,
has committed her life to serve the Lord
Jesus Christ from a young age. Her passion in
ministry has always been centred on young
people & youth and community work. Audrey
has served in Youth & Christian Education for
many years; she presently holds the position of
Associate Pastor in her Local church.

Audrey attended Bath College of Higher
Education and the University of Surrey
graduating with a Diploma in Higher Education
/ Child Development & BSc (Hons) Degree in
Consumer Science & Technology.
Under the anointing of the Holy Spirit she
ministers around the country to different
audiences, delivering Conferences, Workshops,
Seminars sharing the dynamic influence of
the Power of God upon her life & delivering
mentoring programmes to secondary schools.
She counts it a privilege to share with others
and has recently experience the realms of
politics through the House of Commons &
the House of Lords under the umbrella of CIP
(Christians in Parliament). She considers this an
exciting and relevant avenue for her to share
the Gospel and the identity of the Church.
Audrey, through professional training delivers
premarital guidance counselling to couples,
another facet to her ministry, which she
enjoys and deems this as a special opportunity
entrusted to her by God.
She sees her calling as to simply serve this
generation & maintain a heart to love others
through the word of God.
Audrey is married to Rev Calvin Robb whom she
salutes for his commitment to their marriage &
ministries. Having overcome a serious illness
over several years believes God has healed her
for his Glory.
National Women’s Empowerment Conference 2014
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 GU E ST SP E AK E R

 GUES T SP E A K E R

 GUE ST SI N GE R

Rev
Hermilyn

Rev
Sharmaine

Carla

JAMES

R

everend Hermilyn James is an ordained
minister who has been actively engaged
in ministry since her commitment to the
Christian faith. She first became a member of
the New Testament Church of God in Leicester
where she participated in youth and Christian
education work and assisted the church
secretary. Later she became a member of the
Handsworth church and occupied several roles
namely, Sunday School Teacher, Chorister,
73rd Division Girl Guides Association Captain,
Local and District Youth & Christian Education
Director. She was also a National Youth Board
member for 12 years with responsibility for
Children’s Ministry.
In 1998 she was appointed to the position of
Assistant Senior Pastor at Handsworth and was
instrumental in the decision to construct a new
multi-million pound church complex which
was successfully completed in 2009.
Reverend James has a deep passionate
love for God and people and her training in
Theology and Pastoral Theology has helped
to enhance her leadership skills and shape
her philosophy of ministry. She is community
focused and during her time at Handsworth
represented the church in community
initiatives such as, Perry Barr Constituency
“Have Faith” Initiative, Birmingham Missions
Network, Heart of Birmingham Street Pastors
and East Handsworth & Lozells Urban
Churches Together. She is a long standing
member of Sandwell and West Birmingham
Hospitals NHS Trust where she participates in
numerous consultation processes. Presently
she pastors the Dudley New Testament Church
of God and represents the church on Dudley
Churches Together ecumenical forum and has
involvement with other community projects
in the Borough. She is also a member of SACRE
(Standing Advisory Council on Religious
Education), which gives guidance pertaining
to religious education in the schools.
An international renowned vibrant preacher
she has travelled throughout the United
Kingdom, to Africa, USA, Canada and the
Caribbean speaking at various conferences
and conventions. She appropriates to her life
Job 23 verse 10 “But He knows the way that I
take: when He has tried me, I shall come forth
as gold.”
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PERRIN

M

other of 2 and the youngest of 4
children, born to ministering servants
and raised in the NTCG, Rev Sharmaine was
saved from an early age and baptized in both
water and the Holy Spirit at the tender age of 8
years. She is no stranger to the Church of God
in England and Wales and has been afforded
various opportunities to minister across the
departments at local, district and national
levels both teaching and preaching.
‘Everywhere He went, He was doing good’ is
a scripture which galvanizes Rev Sharmaine’s
thoughts and passions for ministry. Her ardent
desire to see the gospel of Christ extend beyond
our 4 walls and reach a nation desperate for a
Saviour they haven’t yet been introduced to
has inspired the incorporation of Mending
Minds C.I.C. Mending Minds is a professional
church
affiliated
psychotherapy
and
counselling service based in Wolverhampton.
The service’s mission is to heal the broken
hearted. It therefore exists to reach those
experiencing emotional hurt, bringing healing
and thereby demonstrating the love of Christ
in the community.
With tri-fold qualification and experience
spanning the fields of Mental Health, Human
Resource Management and Business she
brings to the ministry her secular skills as well
as love and passion for service in the Kingdom
of our Lord, believing that we must redeem the
time!
Currently supporting her husband Pastor Mark
Perrin in the pastorate at Highgate NTCG,
she serves within the areas of Operations,
Worship Ministry and holds the position as
Local Women’s President. Having re-branded
the local ministry ‘Sister 2 Sister’, together with
her board she directs the department to fulfil
its purpose which is to ‘Impart and Empower
so that Women can Deliver!’ Directing the
women to deliver on 6 core areas of ministry
including: Counselling/Guidance and Support,
enhancing fellowship, training & education,
empowerment & Personal Development,
spiritual development and Outreach she is
excited about the contribution that each and
every woman can be empowered to make to
Kingdom building.

ELLINGTON

C

arla Ellington is a woman who loves God
and wants the world to know it.

A minister’s daughter, Carla grew up in the New
Testament Church of God in an environment
where she was consistently encouraged to use
her natural vocal abilities to sing the praises of
God.
After committing her life to Christ at a young
age her singing became more focused as her
relationship with God developed and the call
of God on her life was recognized.
Numerous ministry engagements, recordings,
television appearances and awards later,
amid some tough life experiences, a stronger
woman with a sincere passion to communicate
the greatness of God has emerged.
Carla resides in Manchester where she spends
her time working in schools, a job that
she thoroughly enjoys. Each day presents
opportunities to teach and develop vocal
skills whilst encouraging self esteem and self
awareness in children and young people.
An active member of her local church, Carla
serves as a Music ministry co-ordinator,
Worship leader and Youth Choir director. She
also spends time coaching other worship
teams in local churches and running school
and community choirs.
Seeing lives impacted by the power of the
Gospel, seeing young people & little children
inspired to love God and walk closer with Him
is what drives her on.
Carla’s personal motto and desire is that ‘All will
see how great is our God’.

SCHEDULE
Friday
3rd

Saturday
4th

3.00pm

Registration

9.00am

Morning Glory Prayer & Praise:
Rev Sharon Miller & Team

4.00pm

Afternoon Glow Prayer &
Praise – Rev Sharon Miller & Team

10.00am

SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
Transformed through the Word
Rev Sharmaine Perrin

11.00am

WORKSHOPS
Change is Good
(5 – 10 years)
Mrs Milly Anderson & Team

5.00pm

Buffet Reception

7.00pm

Praise and Worship
Official Opening of Conference

Sunday
5th

9.15am

Morning Glory Prayer & Praise:
Rev Sharon Miller

10.00am

SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
Victorious Christian Living
Rev Sharmaine Perrin
Praise and Worship
Introductions
Ministry of the Word:
Rev Audrey Robb

Celebration and Praise
It’s OK to Change
(11-13 years)
Mrs Ann Lawrence

Psalmist: Sister Carla Ellington
Ministry of the Word:
Rev Carla Thomas
9.15pm

The Beauty of Transformation
(14-17 years)
Miss Leona Bundy

CLOSE OF SESSION

1.00pm LUNCH
3.00pm

Psalmist: Sister Carla Ellington
Reflection

Changed in His Likeness
(18-24 years)
Dr. Sarah-Jayne McLeod &
Miss Rachel Elliott
Stable Faith In Changing Times
Mrs Carmen McLeod

Praise and Worship

Ministry of the Word:
Rev Hermilyn James
6.30pm

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

Embracing Change in
Education and Business
Mrs Pauline Anderson &
Mrs Klerissa McDonald
1.00pm LUNCH
3.15pm

Worship & Praise
Reflection
Ministry of the Word:
Rev Laurel Woodstock

4.30pm

Close of Session

5.30pm

Jubilee Celebration

9.00pm

CLOSE OF SESSION

National Women’s Empowerment Conference 2014
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SCHOOL OF
MINISTRY &
WORKSHOP
INFORMATION
in brief

T

he school of Ministry and the workshops are
designed to enrich, encourage, educate, and inform
all delegates.

Our teaching session on Saturday Morning “Transformed
through the Word” will give an insight into the dynamic
change that the Word of God brings. The Apostle Paul in
Romans 12:2 pleads “be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind”. It is the Word
of God that we know and apply to our daily lives that will
begin the transformational process in the mind, allowing us
to shake off the effects of the worldly pulls. A transformed
life in Christ can only be achieved by a rigorous diet of the
Word.
“Victorious Christian Living” is our Sunday Morning Bible
Teaching session. Any army wishing to be successful over
the enemy must observe and do particular manoeuvres
and training that will guarantee victory. As soldiers in the
army of the Lord our victory is already guaranteed but there
are certain disciplines that we have to undergo to walk in
this victory. We must take authority over the Kingdom of
darkness and realise that the battle is both in the physical
and the spiritual realm. Jesus exemplified how a victorious
soldier operates when He used the Word to counteract each
attack Satan made against Him after His forty day fast. After
victory, Angels ministered unto Him.
There are two children’s sessions which will seek to
encourage our young ones to appreciate and accept and
celebrate all the changes they are undergoing or will in the
future.” Change is good” will focus on the changes that affect
their lives both at home, school and even in their bodies. The
young teens will embrace the theme “It’s ok to change” as
they embark on a series of changes physical, emotional and
spiritual. Being aware of the changes that will occur will help
them live in anticipation and acceptance of those that will
enhance their lives.
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“The beauty of Transformation” will encourage our
young ladies to embrace the changes that will occur as
they grow and mature physically and also as they grow in
Christ. The caterpillar has to go through a few stages before
it emerges as a beautiful butterfly and a greater part of
the process of this metamorphosis occurs in the dark, but
when the butterfly emerges from the cocoon it is perfect
and complete ready for the next stage of its life. A woman
of God, living in freedom has a certain aroma, glow to her,
beauty, confidence. And Christ at the centre of her life brings
that transformation, starting from the inside out. There is
no need be a religious clone in the kingdom of God. Christ
wants to express His love to the world and the evidence that
He is alive through your personality. The uniqueness of each
young lady gives God glory. As young ladies remain in the
butterfly transformation process with God, there is hope that
one day, there will be no spot, no wrinkle, and no blemish.
As we continue on the Christian journey and daily grow
in the Word we will become more like the Master as we
are “Changed in His Likeness”. This workshop will seek
to encourage and engage the young adults in the radical
walk with Christ that will eventually bring a permanent
transformation. As the disciple becomes more like the Master
then the lifestyle will demonstrate core Christian values and
a solid foundation for Godly living. Being grafted in the
family of Christ allows the believer to begin this change –
new creature. The believers in Antioch were called Christians
because of their growth in his likeness.
Our faith as believers in Christ is built on the Rock which
is Christ Jesus, but when the vicissitudes of life present us
with an ever changing value system, then even the very
elect of God can become perplexed and troubled. The
workshop “Stable Faith in Changing Times” will seek to
explore the pillars of our faith, those fundamental biblical
principles that will never change and are our bedrock and
point of reference when we are surrounded by a sea of world
changes. Jesus declared that on the Rock of the truth he will
build His church and the gates of hell cannot prevail against
it. Change is good but if that change seek to destroy those
biblical truths that God has laid down in His Word then we
will stand against such.
The education aspect of this session “Embracing change in
Education & Business” will inform and engage delegates of
the many changes that are occurring in the current education
and economic climate. It will help to prepare delegates
for these changes and highlight the impact they will have
on children and anyone seeking to climb the educational
ladder. For those in business the workshop will seek to clarify
and inform participants of the many changes in business
operations. There has been a shift in the business culture of
the world resulting from a change in the underlying strategy
and processes that businesses had faced in the past.

Mrs Ann Marie Lawrence

A

nn is a member of NTCG Lee, the District Church,
under the leadership of Bishop L R McLeod.

Having accepted the Lord at the tender age of 15 Ann is
very active in ministry at her local Church and District which includes the
following positions
• Young Women’s Ministry Co-ordinator
• District Women’s Secretary
• Altar Ministry worker
Ann loves the Lord and she serves Him with joy and gladness every day.
She also has a deep love in her heart for young people and knows that
they are all gifted and talented in their own unique way. Ann states that
“I encourage them to reach their full potential in the Lord as well as in
School, College, University or their Jobs”.
Ann works in the financial sector and has been working within the Retail
Banking industry for the
past 15 years where her
current role is a Customer
Adviser, which involves her
meeting with customers
on a one to one, discussing
various financial needs
and bank products.

of life, so that they can grow to become mighty women of God in these
last days.
Leona has a BTEC in Music Technology, a BA Honours in Music Production,
and currently works as a Customer Relations Manager for the Motor
company Audi UK.

Dr Sara Jayne McLeod

S

ara Jayne is a third generation member of the New
Testament Church of God. She serves as a worship
leader and youth worker at New Testament Church
of God Lee in South East London, where her father Bishop
Louis McLeod is currently the Senior Bishop. She is a qualified
medical Doctor and hopes to specialise as a General Practitioner.
Sara Jayne began mentoring young women at the age of sixteen and
was inspired to start a ministry called Ph-Net. Over the years, Ph-Net has
evolved and created opportunities for her to preach and teach about
how to maintain sexual
purity, self confidence and
fulfilling your potential as
a young person in Christ in
many areas of the UK.

WORKSHOP
PRESENTERS

Ann is married to Rev Steve Lawrence for 25 years, in which the Lord has
blessed them with four wonderful children, Jovan, Romelle, Lamar and
Antoinette.

Miss Leona Bundy
BA Hons

L

eona gave her heart to the Lord at 12 years old,
was filled with the Holy Spirit with evidence of
tongues at 14 and was baptised in water at 15.
Though she was born and bred in the Church of God of Prophecy in Leeds
at age 19 she heard God’s divine instruction to, like Abraham, leave all she
knew, come out of her comfort zone and join the fellowship of the New
Testament Church of God in Leeds where she grew and matured in faith
under the leadership of the late Bishop Levi Bailey.
Leona has done a range of services for the Lord in her nine years of
fellowship so far at NTCG Leeds such as Graphic Design for ministries across
the UK, Sunday School teacher, Worship/ Flag Dancer, Choreographer, coleader for the young women’s ministry in Leeds, ‘The Kings Daughters’,
Worship Leader and Preacher/Teacher of the Word. Leona is still active in
a lot of these services.
Now under the new leadership of Bishop Tony Parry she has excelled in
the Preaching/Teaching ministry by doing this often both in her local
church and in Halifax for a lot of different events such as Youths and Ladies
Day. She is also currently looking forward to beginning her CIMS course at
the NTCG Leadership Training Centre.
Leona says that her desire is to live everyday to please the Lord. She has a
heart for ministry and mentoring young people, especially young women.
Her vision is to see them fully give their heart to the Lord, develop a strong
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ and become built up in every area

She is one of the leaders
of Pastor Celia’s ApeagyeiCollins’ “Young
and
Emerging Leaders Forum” (Exousia); an interdenominational Youth
ministry that supports and develops the next generation of world leaders.
“I desire our young people to thrive not just to survive life. My job is to
empower them to be leaders in their respective families, friendship
groups, churches, social media networks, workplaces communities,
generation and ultimately shine in this world. But there are challenges
we have to overcome in order to shine for Christ. Achieving healthy self
esteem in this day and age is just one of them, but God says... it’s possible!
So let’s work at it!”

Rachel Elliott

R

achel Elliott is a passionate young woman of God.
She is a member of the New Testament Church of
God Handsworth. The church lifestyle has been
significant to every facet of her life. Over the past 25 years
Rachel has attended the educational facilities and has worked at
the church nursery, she has also participated in the youth department and
is currently on the hospitality team at NTCG Handsworth.
She has a pounded love for God and has a deep desire to encourage
young women through her personal experience to develop a personal
relationship with The Lord.
Rachel is also an advocate of education. She has successfully achieved
a BSc Honors Psychology Degree and a MSc Honors degree in Child
Adolescent Mental Health, and currently works full time as a learning
support mentor at a college for students aged 16-25 with learning
difficulties and challenging behaviour. But her most privileged career is
being a faithful mother to her beautiful 5 year old son.
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Mrs Carmen McLeod

C

armen McLeod accepted the Lord at an early age
and has been a member of the New Testament
Church of God for over 40 years. During this time
she has worked in many departments and auxiliaries. This has
enabled her to consolidate her gifting as a teacher and preacher of the
Word and feels that God has gifted and called her to be an encourager and
motivator of His people especially women.
With a great passion for women Carmen teaches the uniqueness of all
Christian women and their place in the Kingdom. There is a clarion call
for service and it is essential that women are taught to acknowledge and
occupy their God ordained position and fulfil their destiny.
Carmen is an active member of the NTCG National Women Ministries
Board, and also works alongside her husband Louis in the Pastorate of
the Lee New Testament
Church of God in London.
She also serves as the
District Women’s Ministries
Director.

Pauline E Anderson

P

auline enjoys working with people and would
describe herself foremost as a ‘people person’.
She has a background and experience in
Adult Education, Community Development, Relationship
Counselling, Lecturing, Teacher Training, Consultancy and Motivational
Speaking.
Growing up in a Christian environment with parents in active Pastoral
Leadership, she very soon joined them in accepting the Lord as her
personal saviour at the tender age of 9. Through her experiences of being
filled with the Holy Spirit, water baptism and a keen faithful disciple of
Jesus Christ, she has grown to develop and follow the leading of her Lord
and saviour closely! Empowering and assisting in educating the ‘family of
God’ is her priority! She enjoys serving in her local and district Women’s
department and School of Ministry at the Rock New Testament Church
of God.

WORKSHOP
PRESENTERS

Carmen has a BA Honours
in Business Studies with
a major in Financial
Management
and
a
Diploma in Marketing. She is mother of four adult children, wife, and
a willing worker in her church. She also holds certificates in Christian
Counselling.

Klerissa McDonald

K

lerissa McDonald is the Founder, Owner &
Director of Curly By Nature. Curly By Nature is
a British Haircare Company that creates 100%
Natural Haircare products for people with genetically curly
hair. Klerissa gained hairstyling experience in several London
salons; she witnessed the sad and shocking stories of chemical and heat
damage that was plaguing the industry and the community. Her desire
to develop natural solutions for what she calls ‘genetically curly’ hair
(otherwise known as afro or naturally curly hair) began to grow.
Instead of continuing to build a career in styling, Klerissa decided to focus
on developing alternative effective natural haircare solutions to enhance
and maintain the health of the hair and prevent common hair issues
associated with heat and chemical treatments.
Curly By Nature was created exclusively for genetically curly hair to nourish,
strengthen and enhance the hair naturally. The Curly By Nature team is
made up of first class experienced individuals that includes professional
cosmetic scientists and haircare experts who are also passionate about
healthy beautiful hair. “My personal mission is to promote healthy practices
using natural products and methods. I want to eliminate the misconception
that hair in its originally curly form is unmanageable, wild, frizzy and less
acceptable in society’s professional settings. I simply want to help people
rediscover the beauty, wonder and versatility of their hair using the finest
ingredients and easiest methods.”
Klerissa has achieved a BSc Honours in Management Sciences and Spanish.
She is certified in Advanced Natural Haircare Product Development and 9
months after starting Curly By Nature has exceeded sales targets and won
2 awards titled “Best Business” and “Best Hair and Beauty Brand” 2014 by
Young Start-Up Entrepreneur. www.curlybynature.com

10

New Testament Church of God England & Wales

Pauline has worked for the
Civil Service, Birmingham
City Council in the LifeLong Learning Division,
extensively with groups
and organisations in
advisory, delivery and
training
capacities.
Her strategic and operational skills have benefited individuals, groups
and organisations at varying levels with a wealth of innovative ideas
and practice to education, counselling, pastoral care training and the
‘Women’s’ agenda.
Her education and counselling studies/qualifications were undertaken
and gained at Walsall and Birmingham Universities respectively. She plans
to continue further MA studies in Education and Counselling.
Pauline is currently the CEO of Shalom Consultancy and coordinates the
Counselling Practice in Birmingham. She is also the Midlands and East
Anglia Representative for the Association of Christian Counsellors (ACC)’s
Pastoral Care UK.
Pauline’s spends 3 days of her work week with a Refuge Project - supporting
vulnerable women who have suffered domestic violence, are ex-offenders
or at risk of re-offending, assisting with their ‘transition, re-settlement and
re-integration’ back into their community and families – an area of work
she is thoroughly committed to.
More recently Pauline has been engaged in international work partnering
with charities to empower and offer therapeutic support to widows in
Osogbo, Nigeria.
Pauline and Carver have been married for 32 years and have 3 children –
Daniel and his wife Husnaa, Benjamin and Ebony-Rebecca. Their fourth
child Naomi-Joy went straight back to her Creator in still-birth in 2003.
Pauline is an enthusiastic and vibrant personality and her ‘life statement’
is: “Loving God – my desire and pleasure! Praying as a lifestyle - my quest!
enjoying life – as it’s not a rehearsal! Loving, learning and growing with
people! Knowing that service and excellence are not by-words – but good
practice! Shalom! “

Photography by Carl Shirley
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National
WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES
DEPARTMENT
Introduction

T

he New Testament Church of God in
England and Wales was established
in September 1953. During this time
it was apparent that the church was made up
of at least two-thirds women. It was quickly
identified that there was a great need for
teaching, evangelism, educating, motivating,
fellowship and fundraising, and it was for
these reasons that the Women’s Ministries was
organised.
The Women’s Ministries as it is now known, was
originally named the LWWB (Ladies Willing
Workers Band), LA (Ladies Auxiliary), LM
(Ladies Ministry), but to encompass all women,
it was decided it would be appropriate that it
be called the Women’s Ministries.
Over the years the department also had the
vision of ministering to the younger women
of the church so the Young Adult Women’s
Ministries, the Young Women’s Ministries and
Children’s Ministries (now known as Kidz for
Christ) were developed.
The vision of the Women’s Ministries
department is to holistically minister to all
women, regardless of age, culture or status.

History &
Heritage

T

he women of the New Testament
Church of God have a rich yet diverse
history. We have so much to be
proud and thankful for. We firstly recognize
the strong, dedicated pioneers who have had
an immeasurable influence on the growth of
our Church from its original seven members
to its present 10,000 registered members
and adherents in excess of 30,000. Since the
founding, women have been a vital part of the
ministry of this Church in various areas such
as Sunday School, Youth Work, Evangelism,
Missions, Education and also in the preaching
of the Word.
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Our courageous pioneers have preached,
visited, started churches, taught, cared for each
other and have worked shoulder to shoulder
with their fellow ministers and colleagues to
share the good news of salvation.
Many of our women are unsung heroes who
have worked faithfully behind the scenes to
enhance God’s kingdom.

The Early Years

M

rs D Barrett, the wife of the first
Pastor of the Croydon Church, first
introduced the Women’s Ministries,
in 1958. Because the National Church was only
in its infancy, and the Women’s Ministries was
not officially organized, she was unable to
operate effectively. Shortly after this, she and
her husband emigrated to the United States of
America.
In 1964 the Women’s Ministries was officially
organised by Sister Rose Lyseight, the wife of
Rev Oliver A Lyseight, the State Overseer (as he
was then known). Sister Lyseight had received
a letter from the General Headquarters of
the Church, stating that the State Overseer’s
wife should be the State President of this
Department. However, in Sister Lyseight’s own
words “no instruction was given, no handbook
was sent for me to operate in this office.”
Sister Lyseight observed how her husband
directed the General Church and decided to
follow a similar pattern. She commenced with
the following:

▪ ▪ State Board
▪ ▪ State Secretary
▪ ▪ District Presidents
▪ ▪ Local Presidents
▪ ▪ State Conference
During those early days the women’s session
was held on the Saturday during the National
Convention (from 10.00 am until 5.00 pm).
After a while, and because of the excellent
growth, her request was granted for a weekend
celebration, which became known as Ladies
Seminar.

The first Women’s Ministries State Board
consisted of:

▪ ▪Mrs R A Lyseight (State President)
▪ ▪Mrs M Barnes
▪ ▪Mrs M J Arnold (State Secretary)
▪ ▪Mrs W Garwood
▪ ▪Mrs L L Thomas
▪ ▪Mrs E L Thomas
▪ ▪Mrs H Jackson
▪ ▪Mrs D Thompson
▪ ▪Mrs G Hall
▪ ▪Mrs U Longmore

The Presidents

S

ucceeding presidents, Sister Nysia
McIntyre, Rev Joyce Arnold and Rev
Phyllis Brown, successfully continued
Women Ministries, building on the foundations,
which were laid. Faithful and dedicated
women who have been the ‘backbone’ of our
development supported them. The women
laboured in a variety of ways, and have
greatly enhanced the ministries of our church
by raising funds to purchase buildings, by
teaching some indispensable life truths and by
living our faith in a real and vibrant way.
In later years national events such as Women’s
Seminars and retreats were introduced and
the department had the vision of ministering
to the younger women of the church so the
Young Adult Women’s Ministry, the Young
Women’s Ministries and Children’s Ministries
were developed.
In recent years the need for fellowship/
networking among ministers’ wives has
become evident, and in an effort to support
women in ministry and mentor those new
to the ministry SWIM (Supporting Women
in Ministry) came into being. These four
presidents served a total of 38 years.
The last 12 years, under the leadership of Rev
Millicent Brown have seen tremendous growth
and commitment as the Women’s Ministries
continue to flourish with more and more
women becoming involved and participating
in this life-changing ministry. With the Big
Move focus of our National Church and the core
theme of the Women’s Ministries Department
- “Impacting Women – Inspiring Change” the Women’s Ministries continue to be relevant
and effective to women at all levels of society.
Throughout our 50 years since Women’s
Ministries commenced, the women within our
church have been significant participants and
have supported the church wholeheartedly.

Mrs Rose

LYSEIGHT

NATIONAL LADIES MINISTRIES
PRESIDENT - 1964 TO 1978

T

he National Women’s Ministries Department was officially
organised by Sister Rose Lyseight in 1964 following a letter
to Dr. Lyseight from the International Offices indicating that
it was the overseer’s wife who should be in charge of the Women’s
Ministries. She formed the National Board and Mrs M Lewis was the
first Secretary to the Department.
Although Sister Lyseight had no previous knowledge of how to
run a Women’s Ministries, after commencing a Ladies Band (as it
was known then) in her local Church in Wolverhampton she saw
the need to encourage other women to become involved in this
ministry. On Sunday afternoons she begun to go around to all the
organised NTCG branches and started teaching the ladies how the
Ladies Band should function. The ladies were excited about this
new ministry and it quickly spread to various other churches.

National
WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES
PRESIDENTS
An Overview

In the early years, the Ministers’ Conference was held on the
Saturday of the National Convention (from 10.00 am until 5.00 pm).
Sister Lyseight grasped the opportunity and requested the use of
this time for the benefit of the Women. She laid on a programme
of worship and other activities for them which they found inspiring
and encouraging.
Although some Ministers were somewhat disparaging at first, after
a while and when they saw the impact the women were making in
winning souls for the Kingdom, they started to support what the
women were doing and even begun to pattern their ideas.
Sister Lyseight directed the women towards evangelism as their
major focus and many souls were added to the church. Another
area of emphasis was in teaching women skills such as knitting,
crochet, sewing, cooking, and baking, with great emphasis on good
home making.
Sister Lyseight demonstrated great leadership and administrative
qualities. She was extremely well known and very highly respected,
not only in this country but in the Americas, for her many years of
service in the area of Women’s Ministries and also for the support
she gave her husband in his ministry.
Over the years she has been a motivator and mentor; a devoted
wife and a caring mother.
She enjoys communicating with people and particularly to
encourage them in the Lord.
Under Sister Lyseight’s leadership the Women’s Department grew
from strength to strength. Sister Lyseight served the Women’s
Ministries Department until 1978 when Sister McIntyre took over
as National President. Sister Lyseight is dedicated to the work of the
Lord and her desire is to see it prosper.
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credit card debts, developing good business acumen, making time for
themselves and the new mate and baby.

Mrs Nysia

McINTYRE

NATIONAL LADIES MINISTRIES
PRESIDENT - 1978 TO 1984

S

ister McIntyre succeeded Sister Lyseight to the office of National
Women’s Ministries President. She worked faithfully with a number
of women from Sister Lyseight’s administration, adding to the
team. She continued to build upon the foundation laid and encouraged
women in their daily walk with God. She inspired them to be good
wives, exemplary mothers and good home-makers and to support their
husbands in the work of ministry. She continued the focus of Evangelism
and inspired women to live wholesome lives.

6. Teen-age Girls - helped in matters of self-awareness and self-esteem,
and a consciousness of the sacredness of their bodies and minds, in
pursuit of true reality of salvation and its influence on their destiny, with
Christ shaping them completely. They were being prepared to be the
women of Proverbs 31:10-31.
I thoroughly enjoyed the “journey” and praise God for His expertise.

Sister McIntyre was caring and supportive; she was exemplary in the godly
principles and virtues which she possessed.

Rev Mrs Phyllis

When her husband, Rev Jeremiah McIntyre, completed his tenure, they
moved to the United States where they ministered for several years.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
PRESIDENT - 1994 TO 2002

Rev Mrs Muriel J.
ARNOLD

SRN; SCM; B.A; Th. M; Ed. D

10-YEAR JOURNEY AS NATIONAL
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES PRESIDENT IN U.K
- 1984 TO 1994

A

fter 16 years in West Africa (Ghana and Nigeria) building and
developing the Women’s Ministries coupled with Church
Planting and Bible School Training, our appointment to United
Kingdom commenced 1984. Upon assuming the role of National W.M
Director, I saw the need to develop aspects of what existed, and to do
some restructuring to be able to meet the needs of the Department. After
much prayer, the Lord showed me that strong, sincere leadership was the
way to go. I was woken up one morning at 2.00 am with a full program for
the Women’s Ministries, from the most mature to the youngest. I praised
my God and went to work with a powerful Board flanking me. This is
where we began:
1. Regular training conferences for the Presidents along the following:
a. Provide leadership, Management and Family Life tools for Presidents.
b. “As head of the pack,” Presidents know the groups they lead and
effectively meet their needs physically, mentally and spiritually.
c. Presidents should find new gifts and talents and develop them to
enhance progress.
2. Develop better programs for Seniors, as well as seeking safe living
for them.
(a) Retreats (b) Day Care (c) Senior Citizen Homes (d) healthy eating
habits
3. Bringing Middle-aged women to an awareness of their
responsibilities to their families, communities, and those they influence;
their responsibility to their maturing parents, how to harness their Godgiven gifts and skills to make their lives more colourful and productive in
the world around them.
4. Helping Young Adult Women to grapple with monumental
challenges they face in various aspects of their lives, e.g. young bride,
first time mother, a new professional striving to perform, coping with
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5. Helping Single Women to cope with their status and making the
right choices, maintaining wholesomeness in their lifestyle as they
dedicate themselves to fulfilling their Christian service.
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BROWN

I

do count it a privilege to be one of God’s ambassadors. Our God is an
awesome God. Thank God for choosing an everyday average person
like me, was I worthy? Did I have the knowledge or the ability to
accomplish this task he was calling me to do?
In 1967 that God took me all the way to Ghana in west Africa to personally
prepare me for what He intended me to do in the UK what an awesome
God. In Ghana I had a realistic introduction in ministering to women,
young women, and children. Many things that I took for granted in the
UK the same things were very precious to me in Ghana. I developed a
deep love for the women, young women and children and a profound
appreciation of what God had called me to do in Women’s Ministry.
Bishop RO Brown, my late husband, was elected as Administrative Bishop
for England and Wales in 1994 and I automatically assumed the office as
National Women’s President England and Wales. My predecessor did a
marvellous job as the National Women’s President setting the stage for
continuity. Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit saith the Lord.
After seeking God’s will for the ministry my immediate task was to set
realistic goals with a clear vision of a productive Women’s and Young
Women’s Ministry that would promote positive Godly growth on each side
and allowing both side to embrace the other.
All successful people have a goal.
No one can get anywhere unless
He knows where he wants to go
And what he wants to do.

Norman Vincent Peale (1898 1993)

To achieve this, the Executive board was reviewed and young ladies were
elected to the Board because I wanted the Executive Board to reflect and
represent the total body of young and mature women in the church. Two
young ladies were selected; one was elected from the north and one from
the midland, we thought with this arrangement both regions would be
catered for. Other ladies were elected to the board, believing that these
ladies were God’s choice for this particular time. My next vision was to
create Area Liaison whose task would be to maintain a communication
link with District and Local Presidents and support them in local and
District programmes. Unfortunately this did not get off the ground.

Other initiatives were KIDS FOR CHRIST
managed by Sister Millicent Anderson. My
vision was that our children should have
their own platform of Christian witness then
they would develop good habit of being
faithful witnesses. The other area in ministry
that was important to me was networking
and supporting women in ministry SWIM
(Supporting Women in Ministry). The main
objective of this group was to create an
environment where women in ministry could
share with each other and feel safe without
being judged. Sis Carmen Anderson did a
splendid job.
The yearly Conferences/Retreats continued to
be an integral part of Women’s Ministry; we
can look back with precious memories. We all
experience the high and lows of ministries, but
praise the Lord he always comes and plants our
feet on higher grounds.
In 2002, our tenure of service ended and today
most of the executive board members are
still serving on the board in their district and
in their local churches. I thank God for the
blending of minds and character that allowed
us to enjoy such good working relationship.
Today looking back I thank God for preparing
me for that moment, calling me to serve. I will
not look back but go forward doing what I can
still do for him, in obedience and unswerving
faith, knowing that my today is blessed and my
future is secure in Christ Jesus.

another dimension with the leading of the Holy
Spirit. I am committed to a ministry to all women,
the singles, young women, senior women,
divorced women and aged women. I do realise
that I cannot deliver this ministry on my own,
and so I call upon the body of women to come
on board and work with me to fulfil the task of
ministering to all.”
And what a race she has run! During her 12
years as National Director of Women’s Ministries
Sister Millicent - as she is affectionately known
amongst the Women - has brought about
many positive changes within the Department,
appealing to a younger audience, improving
the quality of what the women receive and
raising the standard of the Department
overall. Under her leadership the work of the
Department was further recognized at the
International level when, in 2009, she received
an award for innovative work being done here
in England.
The WMD manual was written and circulated
to all District Presidents, with new inductees
being given a copy on their appointment
to office. The manual made clear the roles
and responsibilities of all Local and District
Presidents and board members, ensuring all
departments across England & Wales were
running smoothly and efficiently, and operated
to the same standard. In order to maintain and
in time raise that standard all Presidents have
been kept abreast of any relevant changes and
developments, and encouraged to cascade
the information to their
women, so all would
move forward together.

Rev Mrs Millicent
BROWN

Rev Millicent introduced
the
nationally
recognized
NVQ
Counselling
Training
Courses, Levels 1 & 2, which was taught
by Sister Milly Anderson and herself. The
National Board Members and WMD presidents
were encouraged to attend along with any
other woman who wished to develop their
knowledge and skills so they could better
support the women in their congregations,
families and wider community. From 2004
until 2007, 70 women from across the
country attended the courses and gained the
appropriate qualifications.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES - 2002 TO 2014

I

n 2002 Rev Millicent Brown received
the baton and began to run her leg of
the race leading the National Women’s
Ministries Department (WMD), whilst building
on the legacy of previous committed Women’s
Ministries Presidents. As can be seen from
an excerpt from her induction speech Rev
Millicent came into office was with a deep
desire to impact the lives of all women,
regardless of their status:
“...I recognize that the task now laid upon me
is not easy. A new generation of women have
emerged within the church with wonderful skills,
talents and abilities. There are among us women
who cannot be defined by their wealth, position
or status. Among us are great women, caring
women, women of virtue and integrity, women
of strength and character whose strength affirms
rather than demean, praying women, creative
women. It is my task to engage every one of
you so that together we can move the church to

In 2002 Rev Millicent changed the National
Women’s Seminar to what we now know
as the Women’s Empowerment Conference
(WEC). The change was not in name only - the
programme content was even more relevant
to our Women, the themes unashamedly
focusing on our needs and seeking to develop
and strengthen us not just spiritually, but also
emotionally and mentally, thus equipping us
to deal with all facets of a woman’s journey

through life. These changes saw what can
only be described as exponential growth in
conference attendance with the number of
delegates quadrupling and, equally rewarding,
the increased attendance included younger
women. Each year women from our ‘Sister’
Churches attend this conference in growing
numbers; this necessitated the provision
of translation equipment and a capable
translator when we were blessed to have
Sisters from our Tamil church in attendance. In
an effort to encourage women to appreciate
the ministry and community of others, Rev
Millicent introduced the Exceptional Women’s
Award and the Sojourner Truth Award, thus
recognising the ‘ordinary’ women whose lives
touch the church and community.
In recognition of the many challenges women
face daily the annual National Women’s Retreat
also underwent change, with the programme
content expanding to focus on and improve
our physical, mental and emotional wellbeing
whilst still meeting our spiritual needs. All of
this in a relaxing environment where women
are encouraged to share, be supportive, open
and receptive to all that the jam-packed
weekend offers. Attendance to this event
too has grown with enthusiastic individuals
spreading the word to women from sister
churches, and eagerly awaiting the registration
information each year, determined to secure a
place.
Rev Millicent has always supported missions
and during her tenure the department
provided funds for computer and medical
equipment, a variety of literature, toiletries,
clothing and food and other items to a number
of countries. Together with a group of women
(and a few men) she led the mission to Grenada
following the hurricane and also led a group to
Ghana. Another missions group was supported
to Jamaica under the leadership of Sister Milly
Anderson. Under Rev Millicent’s passionate
leadership the Women’s Ministries Department
has grown in numbers and in quality, serving
the needs of today’s woman and equipping her
to serve the needs of other women around her.
A new generation of woman has been raised
up; a generation that is inspired, empowered,
confident, secure and aware of their self
worth and value to the church and to their
communities; the calibre of woman referred to
in the 6th pillar of the BIG MOVE statement.
Throughout her tenure Rev Millicent has
remained a positive role model to women of
ALL ages, always serving with a selfless heart,
seeking to encourage and build up others at all
times. Sister Millicent has certainly ‘impacted
women and inspired change’, and the fruit of
her labour is evident for all to see.
National Women’s Empowerment Conference 2014
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Mrs Cherrie

Revd Hermin

FORMER BOARD MEMBER

FORMER BOARD MEMBER

PARKINSON

M

rs Cherrie Parkinson has been an active member of the New
Testament Church of God for the past fifty-two years. She
became a member of the New Testament Church of God
in 1962 in Handsworth, Birmingham, where she began her dedicated
services to the Lord.
She met and married her husband Bishop Rudolph Parkinson and the
union was blessed with two beautiful daughters Deborah and Michelle
and three grandchildren, Tiffany, Sheree and Trevor. Cherrie, a devoted
Christian continued to serve in the ministry in various capacities while
performing her duties as a wife, a mother and a grandmother.
Cherrie has been involved in youth education and empowerment for most
of her life. An, educator, and youth mentor, she takes a hands-on approach
to working with young people and often brings together with her creative
expertise and her passion for serving the Lord. Cherrie has a Masters in
Counselling.
Cherrie’s journey with the National Ladies Department began in 1975
with the Young Ladies Ministries (YLM) where she served as Coordinator
under the leadership of Sister Rose Lyseight and later in 1978 under
the leadership of Sister Nysia McIntyre. As coordinator she handled and
assisted in the areas of planning meetings for the YLM, maintaining
calendars, budget planning and general correspondence. In 1979 she took
over as the National Secretary where she began handling the secretarial
duties for the ministry. In 1984 Rev Joyce Arnold became the Director of
Women’s Ministry, and her service as Secretary to the Ladies Department
continued. In 1994 she continued under the leadership of Rev Phyllis
Brown and finally in 2002 she served under the leadership of Rev Millicent
Brown until 2005.
She was blessed to serve the Women’s Ministry, under the leadership of
these great women of God, where she had the opportunity to develop
great leadership skills along with much spiritual growth.
Her motto in life is as Paul the Apostle said, ‘I will gladly spend and be
spent’ for the up building of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord helped her to serve for thirty glorious years as Secretary to the
Ladies Department and gain a wealth of knowledge and experience that
will remain with her forever.
To God be the glory!

JACKSON

R

ev Jackson has been involved in the Women’s Ministries
department with most of the former Women Ministries presidents
where she gave her full commitment and worked hard to ensure
the success of the department. She regards it a blessing and privilege to
have been a member of the National Ladies Board and worked with the
Mother of the Ladies Ministries Sis Lyseight, other wonderful Presidents,
Board Members and Ladies over the many years from LWWB (Ladies
Willing Worker’s Band).
She has positive memories of the Ladies Ministries and speaks in particular
of the unity and determination she and others had for the ministry and
church to grow, the fun and laughter they had in the kitchen cleaning
box after box of chicken and picking peas. One particular memory even
now is that of getting locked in Bingley Hall with the late Sis Cooks and
they had no idea how they were going to get out – there were no mobile
phones then. After a long hard day, counting hundreds and hundreds of
coins and bagging them up they would talk about the day’s events and go
over plans for the following day, before going to bed and getting up early
to start another long day.
She is often now amazed at what was achieved with the resources they
had. Together with the presidents she mobilised ladies and young people
across the country for the service of God, organised seminars, providing
accommodation in the homes of church members and friends, purchased
food, prepared and served thousands of meals, managed finances and so
much more, all without the technology and services available today. They
worked hard but they had extremely enjoyable times that forged great
friendships but more importantly won many souls for the kingdom of God.
Rev Jackson remembers fondly that she and her daughters “made candles
for the ‘candlelight services’ that no doubt we couldn’t have today because
of health and safety”. She recalls the candlelight services as the “highlight
of the seminars”, particularly when they sang: “Let the lower lights be
burning, send a gleam across the wave, some poor fainting struggling
seaman, you may rescue, you may save”, and it was truly the desire of all
involved to ‘rescue’ and ‘save’.
Rev Jackson also involved her children in Ladies Ministries and they would
often help to clean and sweep Bingley Hall for convention. In addition,
they sold patties, pop and ice-cream. Ladies Seminars often meant they
lost their bedrooms and on occasions had to share them with ladies when
they ran out of rooms. It is Rev Jackson’s belief that their experiences
growing up so prominently in church had more of a positive than negative
effect upon them.
Rev Jackson’s message to us is “Congratulations Ladies Ministries on 50
years of answering the Master’s call to ‘occupy and serve’. I am confident
that ‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us’ [1 Sam 2:12] and with surety He will
continue to but we must be faithful and worship Him in spirit and truth.”
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One Off Donation
I wish to pledge/give a one off amount of
£

to SHAPE

My name is:

Giving to

My address is:

SHAPE

Supporting and Helping women Achieve
Potential through Education
Cheques should be made payable to: SHAPE
Please complete the tear off page and hand to an usher or post
to: New Testament Church of God, Women’s Ministries SHAPE, 3 Cheyne Walk, Northampton, NN1 5PT.

OR
Standing Order Mandate for regular giving
to SHAPE
Name (Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Bank Account No.
Please deduct: £

From the above account on
month until further notice from me in writing.

(date) of each

To: Bank (name of your Bank)

Keep Updated
In order that we can keep you updated with the progress of SHAPE, please fill
in the details below:

Sort Code
Address of your bank:

Name (Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Address

Signed:

Date:
Please note this cancels any previous Standing Order in favour of the
above.

E-mail Address

Amount pledged
£

per month/per annum

Pay this sum to:
SHAPE
16 Handsworth Wood Road
Handworth Wood
Birmingham
B20 2DR

TSB Bank
Account No. 01092194
Sort Code: 30-93-66
Great Hampton Street,
Birmingham
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