Friday 4th - Sunday 6th October 2013
BETHEL CONVENTION CENTRE, KELVIN WAY, WEST BROMWICH, BIRMINGHAM, B70 7JW

GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

Rev Mrs Millicent Brown

I

t has been a most wonderful
privilege to have served this
great church in the capacity
of National Director of Women’s
Ministries for the past 11 years. Because
my tenure comes to an end next year August, this
is the last Women’s Empowerment Conference that
I will facilitate. I would therefore like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the
entire church for the prayers and support they have
given me during this time, which has resulted in the
success of this Ministry. I am particularly grateful to
the National, District and Local leadership for their
encouragement, not only to me but to the Ministry
as it fulfils its functions at these various levels. The
prayers and support of the Women around the
country has been invaluable and I salute them for
their tenacity, their vision and the dedication which
they have shown. Our success is much a part of your
success too. Thank you!
During this time I have been privileged and blessed
to have worked with a wonderful team of gifted and
talented women who have served as my Executive
Board. Their prayers, wise counsel, devotion and
personal encouragement have helped me greatly in
delivering the vision God gave me for this Ministry.
My dear friends; thank you!
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Finally, I wish to express my sincere thanks and
appreciation to my husband who have stood with
me shoulder to shoulder and whose encouragement,
love and support have proven invaluable. My
children have been a constant source of inspiration
and I am deeply indebted to them. They have been
with me every step of this journey, and like me, have
enjoyed being a part of this Ministry and seeing the
impact which has been felt by so many.
When I eventually leave this department I will take
with me fond memories of the tremendous move of
God in these conferences, the lives that have been
changed, relationships that have been healed and
the increased value that have been placed upon our
women throughout this Church. I will also cherish
the fact that the impact of these conferences have
gone far and wide beyond our own denomination. I
particularly wish to thank God that a new generation
of women have been raised up to give leadership
not only within our church but also across the broad
landscape of professions throughout the country.
The future of this church is bright and those who
will follow in leadership will have a solid foundation
upon which to make their own vital contributions for
the continued growth and progress of this church.

Our theme this year is Wise Women Redeem the Time. Although it is specifically
addressing women, it reminds us all that
time is a gift entrusted to us by God. It calls
upon each and every one of us to make
proper use of this valuable gift in all areas
of our lives but particularly in reaping the
ripened harvest with the awareness that the
coming of the Lord is very near.
May God favour you with His continued
blessings.
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GREETINGS FROM THE
ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP

New Testament Church of God
England & Wales

Rev Dr. Eric A Brown FRSA

I

am delighted once again to greet First Lady
Brown and her executive Board and to join
them in welcoming our guests, presenters and
all delegates to this our 11th Annual Women’s
Empowerment Conference. Over the years I have
come to admire the total devotion with which
they have planned these Conferences; their keen
attention to prayer, their unity and the absolute
priority they have given to ministering to the
needs of women. By God’s help and guidance
they have succeeded in delivering over a decade
of life changing Conferences, the impact of
which will still reverberate throughout the
church and community for years to come. I have
every confidence that this year’s conference will
be even greater.
Your theme ‘Wise Women – Redeem the Time’
is not only a command, it is a challenge to the
entire body of Christ to recognise that time is
a precious resource and therefore our need to
prioritise that which is most important. Each and
every one of us should be in command of our
time so that time does not control us but rather
we are in control of it, using it well to do what is
right and needful.
My prayer is that this Conference will be a
positive life changer for the entire church.
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GREETINGS AND WELCOME FROM

Mrs Cynthia Spence, Secretary to the
Board, and Executive Board Members

I

t gives me great pleasure to once again greet you
in the exalted name of Jesus, our Redeemer. It’s the
time of year again for women all over the country
to come together for fellowship, to be renewed,
refreshed and challenged though the teaching and
preaching of the Word.
On behalf of the National Women’s Director and our
Executive Board I take this opportunity to welcome
all our guests and delegates to our Annual Women’s
Empowerment Conference.
A very warm welcome to our Administrative Bishop
Dr Eric A Brown members of the National Executive
Council, all Ministers, Presidents, Coordinators and
Secretaries.
I extend special greetings to our guest speakers,
Rev Pauline Gayle from the East Flatbush Church of
God, New York, USA and Revd. Marvalene McLean,
our School of Ministry Teacher, Revd. Phyllis
Thompson, our prayer leaders Revd. Sharon Miller,
Revd. Hilary Thompson, Sister Yvette Rudder, our
workshop presenters, worship team and musicians
and Psalmist Sister Shirley Grant. Thank you for your
commitment and dedication to Kingdom building.
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We look forward to sharing with you this weekend
the wonderful things God has in store for us through
your ministry.
The theme for this year’s conference is “Wise
Women - Redeem the Time”. Making the most of
your time can be a challenge when you are faced
with conflicting priorities. If you are wise you will
stop and think about how you are spending your
time especially in these last days. The scripture tell
us, they that are wise shall shine as brightness of the
firmament (Daniel 12:3)
Walk in wisdom - “See that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil (Eph.5:16).
I trust that you will be blessed throughout this
conference.
Every Blessing

General Information
PRAYER
We anticipate a mighty move of God as we join in
the Afternoon Glow Prayer and Praise on Friday
at 4.00 pm in the chapel and Morning Glory Prayer
and Praise on Saturday morning at 9.00 am and
Sunday morning at 9.30 am in the main auditorium.
THEFT
The National Women’s Ministries Department will not
accept responsibility for loss/theft of any property.
FIRST AID
First Aid will be available throughout the weekend.
Should you require assistance please ask at the
registration desk.

Department will take all possible steps to ensure
that these images are used solely for the purpose for
which they are intended which is the promotion of
the Conference.

NOTE TO EXHIBITORS
We would respectfully ask all exhibitors to close their
booth whilst the conference is in session.
PRAYER LINE
Our 24 hour prayer line - 0160.48.24.24.7
Call and leave your requests for prayer or e-mail:
bigmoveprayer@aol.com

ACTION UPON HEARING THE FIRE ALARM!

MOTHERS AND BABY ROOM
A room will be available for Mothers and baby
throughout the Conference.

▪▪ Upon the sounding of the emergency tone,

COUNSELLORS
Qualified Counsellors will be available throughout
the Conference. If you wish to share any concerns or
just require a listening ear please ask at the reception
desk. Our telephone line for on-site counselling is
07726 495 986.
		
OTHER INFORMATION
It is possible that during this Conference, your
child/young person below the age of 18 may be
photographed or recorded. The Women’s Ministries

▪▪ After receiving the evacuation order, evacuate

immediately stop any ongoing activities.

▪▪ Stay in your location and wait for instructions
from the Fire Marshall or Stewards

the building in an orderly manner to the
assembly area which is located at the BCC car
park, front entrance
▪▪ Use the nearest and safest exit
▪▪ Proceed to the predetermined emergency
assembly area
▪▪ Wait for further instructions.

The fire alarm makes a “Whoop Whoop” sound
followed by a recorded voice message.
NATIONAL WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE 2013
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Mission Statement
T

he Women’s Ministries Department will
endeavour to assist women in developing
a deeper understanding and relationship in God
through worship, fellowship, training and leisure,
and to enhance our relationship with the wider
community by welcoming other cultures and
organisations.
Through the Conferences and Retreats offered by
the Women’s Ministries Department we aim to:
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
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Educate and Inform
Empower & Equip
Encourage socialization
Train
Fellowship & Network
Worship
Build confidence
Motivate
Build self-esteem
Mentor
Rest
Expose others to different lifestyles
Disciple each other
Utilize skills and emulate qualities of our
leaders

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD ENGLAND & WALES

The Women’s Ministries Department continues
to be guided by the principles of The BIG
MOVE... This programme is our church’s strategy
for transformation and impact.

Building Confident, committed leaders
Informing and impacting our youth
Growing healthy Churches
Mobilizing our Church for Ministry and Missions
Offering Hope to our Communities
Valuing our women and our men
Evangelizing our community and our world

0GUEST SPEAKER

Rev Pauline Gayle

R

ev. Pauline Gayle is a woman of God who seeks
to bring excellence to every facet of her life. She
has a profound love for the Lord and an unwavering
commitment to walk in His perfect will.
Rev. Gayle, a credentialed minister of the gospel,
currently serves as an Associate Pastor providing
support to the Senior Pastor, Bishop Dr. R. C. Hugh
Nelson of the Church of God of East Flatbush in
Brooklyn, NY. The church is home to about 1,000
members and ministers to over 2,500 people on a
weekly basis. Her portfolio includes responsibility
for weekly Bible studies, and oversight for all
aspects of the spiritual formation and integration
of new members into the life of the church. She also
provides spiritual supervision for Evangelism and the
Music and Art departments.
An advocate of education, she successfully completed
her undergraduate degree in Liberal Arts, Masters
in Special Education, and Advanced Certification
as an Administrative Supervisor. She leveraged her
extensive knowledge and skills as a NYC principal,
assistant principal, district math teacher trainer, math
staff developer, and teacher. Rev. Gayle has recently
taken advantage of the opportunity to retire early,

and in so doing, she is working full-time in ministry
as she completes a doctoral program in education.
Over the last 25 years, Rev. Gayle has served in various
capacities at the Church of God of East Flatbush and
in the Church of God at the state level. She has served
as a board member in the State Youth and Christian
Education Department, Director of State Senior
Youth Camp, Christian Education Director, District
Youth Director, Secretary of District Ministerial Board,
and as local youth director.
Despite the demands of her pastoral call, she is also
an evangelist on an international, national, and local
level. She speaks under the anointing and power of
the Holy Spirit at conventions, conferences, crusades,
seminars, youth camps, and retreats.
She is the proud mother of Tiffany Alexis Gayle. Over
the years she has earned the love and respect of
many who claim their right as her spiritual children
in the church and in schools.
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WEEKEND TEACHER

GUEST SPEAKER

Rev
Phyllis
Thompson

Rev
Marvalee
McLean

R

ev Phyllis Thompson has served the church
in many capacities, including District Youth
Director, National Youth Talent Co-ordinator and
Associate Pastor at Mile End Church, where she led
the Small Group ministry. She currently serves as the
National Education Director.
She has over 30 years experience in education,
specifically adult and development education. Phyllis
has devised and facilitated training programmes for
trainers in community, further and higher education
in the UK and Europe. Prior to her full time role as
Education Director, Phyllis was the Deputy Director
of the Development Education Association.
Teaching and training for effective Christian living
and ministry are central to her sense of calling
and ministry. She regularly speaks and teaches
at Christian events within and beyond the New
Testament Church of God. She is a member of the
Church of God International Division of Education
Board and an Executive Committee member of the
European Pentecostal Theological Association.

8

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD ENGLAND & WALES

R

ev Marvalee McLean has been a member of the
New Testament Church of God for over 35 years.
Within this time she has worked in various ministries
in the Church.
She has served as Sunday school teacher, FTH
president and Local Youth & C.E director. At present
she is fulfilling the office of a minister with the
responsibility for teaching and developing young
believers within the Handsworth church.
Marvalee is an ardent student of the Word and deliver
the Word of God with passion. Her desire to grow and
develop has enabled her to complete studies in Bible
Studies and counselling.
Marvalee’s desire is to connect the heart of people
to the Word of God so that it can change the course
of their lives.

00PSALMIST

Shirley
Grant

S

hirley Grant, hails from a line of gospel
singers and preachers, her father Rev. R.L
Edwards and Mother Cynthia May Edwards, were
part of a group in the early seventies called the
Strings of Prophecy, which travelled throughout
England and America. Shirley at a young age
was one of the backing singers, along with her
siblings.
She has ministered with various groups and
choirs and continues to do so, facilitating in
universities, schools and colleges and has had
the opportunity to sing with the Wood Green
Gospel Choir in the Czech Republic, Italy and
Denmark.
She is also a wife and mother. Shirley is married
to Earl and together they have four children Joel, Joanna, Rebekah and Jesse - who are also
part of ministry.
Shirley considers it an ‘honour to minister with
Wise Women who Redeem the Time’

NATIONAL WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE 2013
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SCHEDULE

Friday
3.00 pm

REGISTRATION

4.00pm

Afternoon Glow Prayer &
Praise - Rev Sharon Miller & Team

5.00 pm

Buffet/Reception

7.00 pm

Worship & Praise
Official Opening of Conference
Celebration & Praise
Drama Presentation by Sisters
Psalmist: Sister Shirley Grant
Ministry of the Word:
Rev Marvalee McLean

9.30 pm

CLOSE OF SESSION

Saturday
9.00 am

Morning Glory Prayer & Praise
Rev Sharon Miller & Rev Hilary
Thompson & Sister Yvette Rudder

10.00 am SCHOOL OF MINISTRY:
Signs of the Times - Changed in
His Likeness
Rev Phyllis Thompson
11.00 am WORKSHOPS:
I Can Do Anything Through Christ
(5-10 years)
Mrs Milly Anderson and Team
I Can Do Anything Through Christ
(11-13 years)
Mrs Claudette Martineau
Hanging with God
(14-17 years)
Miss Simone Simpson
Getting It Right
(18-24 years)
Mrs Sharon White
Attracted but Distracted
(25+ years )
Rev Virginia Thomas
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Sunday
Seize the Moment
(25+ years)
Mrs Denise Sterling
Seize the Moment
(60+ years)
Mrs Maud Anderson

9.30 am

10.30 am SCHOOL OF MINISTRY:
Signs of the Times - Changed in
His Likeness
Rev Phyllis Thompson

Seize the Moment for
Education and Business
Rev Laurel Woodstock & Mrs
Beverley Stephens

Psalmist: Sister Shirley Grant
Ministry of the Word:
Rev Pauline Gayle

12.45 - 3.00 pm LUNCH
3.15 pm

Exceptional Women’s Awards

5.00 pm

Worship & Celebration

1.00 - 3.00 pm LUNCH
3.15 pm

Reflection: Rev Mrs Millicent Brown

Psalmist: Sister Shirley Grant

Psalmist: Sister Shirley Grant

Ministry of the Word:
Rev Pauline Gayle
CLOSE OF SESSION

Worship & Celebration
Update on SHAPE

Reflection/Testimony

7.30 pm

Morning Glory Prayer & Praise
Rev Sharon Miller & Rev Hilary
Thompson & Sister Yvette Rudder

Ministry of the Word:
Rev Pauline Gayle
7.00 pm

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
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School of Ministry and
Workshop Information in brief
T

he School of Ministry and the workshops are
designed to enrich, encourage, educate and
inform those in attendance.
Our teaching sessions Signs of the Times - Changed
in His Likeness will focus on some of the signs which
are pointing to Christ’s return. From the earliest
days of the church the apostles and other Christians
had an eager and earnest expectation that Christ
might return at any moment. In Titus 2:11-13, St
Paul reminded Christians that a watchful, hopeful,
expectancy of Christ’s return is a godly attitude which
all believers should have - “For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Our lifestyle whilst awaiting His
return will certainly determine our future with Christ.
There are many children who do not believe in
themselves. They feel that others are better than
they are, they feel that they always get things wrong,
some even feel that there is no point trying, but as
Christians, we know that ‘children are a heritage
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of the Lord’. (Psalm 127: 3). The children’s session
“I can do anything through Christ” will focus on
encouraging children to aspire, to interact, to feel
enabled and empowered to believe that if they only
try, then they have a chance to achieve, reminding
them that ‘you have never failed’ if you really tried,
but if you never try you have already failed. May we
pray that God will touch their young lives, as they
learn how to be the best they can be.
“Bye Mum, I will be back soon, just going over to
Westfield to hang with the girls”. This is a typical
theme for teens as they rush from the house to be
with their peers. The theme of this conference “ Wise
Women - Redeem the Time” is also applicable to
young people since as believers in Christ the same
standard of holiness is required, without which no
man or woman for that matter will see God. This
workshop will encourage our young women to live
a life that glorifies God even in their leisure time.
Young women also have to make time in their day
to ‘Hang with God’. This is done through reading
the bible, praying, fasting and just meditating on
the goodness of God while relaxing and listening to
music that edifies the soul. Young women have to
develop such a relationship with God that it becomes
cool just to “hang” with Him.

School of Ministry and
Workshop Information in brief
Several guidelines have been produced on the
Scottish Government’s policy of “Getting it Right”.
These guidelines support action towards improving
the welfare of children and young people. As
Christians we believe the guidelines which will
enable our young women to ‘get it right’ are the
inspired Scriptures and we are reminded in 2
Timothy 3:16 that these guidelines are “...profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness”. We are confident that our young
women can get it right but the decisions and actions
they take today will have a bearing on whether or
not they are “Getting it Right”.
External and internal distractions - a buzzing bee, a
loud noise or subconscious thoughts - often cause
people to lose their focus and give attention to
the unimportant things. The workshop Attracted
but Distracted will convey the understanding that
although there are many distractions in life, our
women, particularly in this age range, need to have
a clear focus for their lives and should not allow
distractions to hinder them from achieving their
goals. They will need to move through negative
emotions that are holding them back, dismantle
limiting beliefs and release the attachments which

may be blocking them from their attraction to God
and his purpose for their lives.
These two workshops on Seize the Moment, one
opened to the younger women and one for senior
women will seek to motivate and encourage them
towards an understanding that some opportunities
come only once. It will therefore be important to
address how to recognize vital opportunities which
may present themselves and how to grasp them
before it is too late. It will also be important for our
women to understand how to Seize the Moment to
ensure their goals, aspirations, spiritual growth etc.,
are achieved with the right attitude and mindset.
The education aspect of the workshop Seize the
Moment for Education and Business will help
participants appreciate life-long learning and the
opportunities/routes which are open to them as they
climb the educational ladder. For those who have
started or about to start in business the business
aspect of this workshop will include details of the
business plan, financing, target audience, location,
managing the business, registration and employing
people.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE 2013
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MILLY ANDERSON

BA (HONS) . DIP COUN, CERT ED, TESOL, MBACP. MIFL

M

illy has been a follower of
Christ for 37 years and is a
member of the NTCG in Sheffield, where
she is actively involved in Ministry. She serves her
local church in various departments including the
Women’s Ministry, Sunday School Department,
Senior Citizen’s Department, Public Relations and
Children’s Ministries and is a Registrar for marriages.
Milly has a special calling to minister to, and support
children/youth and the Senior members of the
church and her local community, where she is able
to utilise her skills as a qualified Integrative and
Bereavement Counsellor.
At present, Milly works in a teaching and nurturing
role in a primary school, where she is also the
deputy Child Protection Co-ordinator and a newly
appointed School Governor, whilst committing time
to lecture one evening per week in Counselling Skills
at a local College.
Milly has been privileged to have supported her
community, serving in the South Yorkshire Police
Force, volunteered as a mediator in Prisons and as a
resident Counsellor in a GP Practice. She is currently
a volunteer Hospital Chaplain and a Trainer and
Member of the Executive Committee in Sheffield for
National ‘CRUSE Bereavement Care’.
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She has her hands full but feels blessed to be able
to prioritise her time, agreeing with the scripture, “I
must work the works of him that sent me, while it
is day: the night cometh, when no man can work”.
St John 9: 4.
Milly has been happily married to Rev Clive Anderson
for 28 years. One of her ambitions is to be portrayed
as a role model to others, simply by her Christian
lifestyle and dedicated service to the work of the
Lord. Milly’s Mantra is “I’ll do it while I can, for the time
will come when I may not be able to”. Glory to God!

CLAUDETTE MARTINEAU

C

laudette worked progressively
hard in a high street bank
(HSBC) for 22 years, progressing to
middle management, dealing with Premier Account
Customers, investments etc. She left this high profile
career to pursue her lifelong dream of working with
children, after studying for a number years.
She is a member of the Harrow NTCG, where in
2010 she formed an activity based children’s club:
the ‘Harrow Children in Action’. At the outset, the
vision has been to provide a nurturing Christian
environment, where children from both the church
and wider community can interact and have fun.
The club has produced a successful children’s choir
that is sought after for ministry, in both the local

church and across the district. She is the Local and
the District Children’s Coordinator.

SIMONE SIMPSON

S

Her ministry to children has solid professional
and spiritual foundations: She is an Early Years
Practitioner, employed by the Local authority.
In this capacity she works with children with a
range of abilities, in various schools, containing
representations of diverse cultures. She also runs a
School Gospel Choir.

imone became a Christian as a
young person and has expressed
her earnest determined to follow the
Lord for the rest of her life. Simone says “From the
time I got saved I’ve seen and experienced God’s
transforming powers in my life, from just ordinary to
extra ordinary, a life full of purpose and value”.

Claudette combines her children’s work with Sunday
school teaching, alter ministry, evangelism and
praise and worship. These multiple ministries, along
with the anointing and her passion for the salvation
of young souls, have fitted her for this time and this
ministry.

Simone has been a faithful and dedicated member
of the New Testament church of God, Bristol, for a
number of years, serving in various capacities in the
local and district churches.

Claudette says, ”I am passionate about children,
because of the moral decline in society today. I desired
to teach God’s word to the Children and Youth”.
Claudette has been blessed by a Christian upbringing.
She has been happily married to Vanroy for 33 years,
and they have been blessed with two daughters and
a grandson.

She currently serves as youth worker in the local
church and is a member of the district youth board
and a representative on the district women’s board
which keeps her busy and active with no time to
become bored.
Simone has a passion for the lost and delights in
seeing people come to Christ and because of that
she uses every opportunity to share her faith. As she
has often said “If God can do it for me then he can do
it for anyone, if they let him”.
Simone is a qualified Secondary School Teacher and a
sports fanatic who enjoys most sports but especially
athletes, football and cricket.
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SHARON WHITE

S

haron White currently attends
the NTCG, Tooting, London. She
has been married to Richard for 17
years and they have three beautiful children, Mya,
11, Cameron, 8, and Laylah, 5.
Sharon became a Christian when she was about 11
years old and indicates that “over those years God
has proved himself faithful, even when she was not!”
Sharon serves in the Women’s ministry; her focus is
working with Young Women. She is also a Sunday
school teacher and Youth Board member. At her two
previous churches (namely Charlton & West Croydon)
she was tasked with a variety of roles including Youth
Director and Sunday School Director. Sharon also has
a diploma in Theology.
Sharon has a desire that is most relevant to young
women; that they may grow to understand that God
is interested in every area of their lives: spiritually,
mentally, financially, relationally and emotionally.
That our Christian walk isn’t legalistic i.e. a list of ‘do’s
and don’ts’, but it is a relationship with God, that is
most personal and intimate. Sharon has in the past
spoken on topics such as ‘Purity under Pressure’;
dealing with how young women can achieve or
reclaim their sexual integrity and ‘Does God really
care what I wear?’
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In her professional life Sharon has worked in
accountancy and team leadership. Currently she is a
‘stay at home mum’, a challenging and demanding
job - and together with her husband tries to
raise godly children with integrity. Sharon enjoys
watching films, eating out and reading biographies
but her most favourite pastime is shopping.

REV VIRGINIA THOMAS

V

irginia was born in St David’s,
Grenada and at the age of 5
years emigrated to England with her
family and began attending the local Methodist
chapel until the age of 11 years. It was 21 years
later before Virginia accepted Jesus Christ as her
personal Lord and Saviour, whilst experiencing a
deep longing for meaning and purpose in her life.
In May 1991 Virginia moved to Nottingham after
qualifying as a social worker and recalls Christ being
witnessed to her by others and a few months prior to
her conversion she bought a Bible and felt convicted
when she read “No one can serve two masters…..you
either serve God or mammon”. In August 1991, at the
invitation of her late father to a district convention
at Sheffield NTCG, Virginia experienced the power of
the Holy Spirit and surrendered her life to the Lord.
Virginia began attending Nottingham NTCG, Carlton
Road, where she soon became actively involved in
church life attending home prayer group, church
Bible class and following water baptism in 1992,

served across various posts within Y&CED, including
children’s church worker, Sunday school teacher,
Family training hour president and appointed as
Y&CE Director in 2000.
With a desire to study theology, Virginia completed a
two year Intercultural Theology course at University
of Nottingham in 2002, and found this course both
challenging yet inspiring. This led to her embarking
upon a two year part time MA course in Pentecostal
and Charismatic Studies at the University of
Birmingham from 2004. With the significant growth
within the Y&CED, Virginia was subsequently put
forward to complete her Exhorter’s Licence in 2008
and appointed as Youth Pastor.
Virginia counts it a privilege to be involved with
the Leadership Training Centre as a facilitator and
contributing towards ‘Living the Faith’ module and
recognises the importance of lifelong learning,
which is also reflected in her work as a qualified
trainer and practice educator with Nottinghamshire
County Council. Virginia is also passionate about
discipleship and has seen the impact of Freedom in
Christ programme changing lives and developing
ministry gifts amongst brethren of all ages.
In September 2013, Virginia will be embarking upon
a PhD research at the University of Birmingham,
entitled ‘Leaving a Legacy’ within NTCG England
and Wales. She will also be moving to Northampton
NTCG. Virginia can testify of the grace and mercies
of God, who has ordered her steps and directed her

path thus far. One of her favourite scripture is taken
from Matthew 6:33 - “But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you”.

DENISE STERLING

D

enise is a member of the NTCG in
Bradford West Yorkshire and is the
local President of the Women’s Ministry.
Denise is an Occupational Therapist and has held a
number of clinical and managerial roles throughout
her career in the National Health Service. She is
currently Head of Occupational Therapy Services at
a Teaching Hospital Trust. Denise serves on several
undergraduate course committees at York and
Huddersfield universities and is also a guest lecturer.
Denise is a foundation school governor in a
secondary school and is currently Chair of Governors.
She believes God has placed her in this position as
an essential element of her role is to ensure that the
Christian ethos of the school is upheld, is visible and
understood.
In her youth Denise was nurtured by inspirational
Christian mothers and has never forgotten the
instruction that as a vessel of Christ she has to make
it a priority to be a worker and do the things Christ
has left us here to do.
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Denise is blessed with a supportive husband Edward
and two adult children Danielle and Nathan.

MRS MAUD ANDERSON

RGN, RM, RHV

S

is Maud Anderson surrendered
her heart to the Lord 53 years
ago and has been a committed and
active member of the New Testament Church of God
in Sheffield ever since.
She has served the church as a cook, cleaner, Sunday
School teacher, Sunday School Superintendent,
Family Challenge President, Ladies Ministry
President, District and Local Youth Director. More
recently, Maud has become actively involved with
supporting the Golden Ager’s ministry in Sheffield.
Before retirement Maud worked for the NHS as a
Registered Nurse, Midwife and Health Visitor. She has
2 daughters and 2 sons (one whom sadly died aged
18) from her union with her late husband (Calvin),
a son-in-law and daughter-in-law and 3 wonderful
grandsons.
Maud truly believes that our age does not determine
our destiny, as she continues to declare “I must work
the works of him that sent me while it is day”. (John
9:4). She encourages us to stay focused, stay close to
God, and see every day as a blessing as we are given
another chance to “Seize the Moment”.
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REV. LAUREL WOODSTOCK

BSC, DIP. H. ED. DIP. C.C., RN.

L

aurel Woodstock is a courageous
woman of God who is motivated
by the power of God and His unending
love. Her ‘Divine Destiny’ is being revealed in the
following years of service to present:
• Over 40 years experience knowing God!
• Over 35 years experience preaching and teaching
the Word of God!
• Over 32 years experience as a Wife!
• Over 30 years experience as a Mother!
• Over 11 years experience as a Registered Specialist
Nurse!
• Over 9 years experience as an Author!
• Over 5 years experience as a Pastor!
• Over 2 years experience in the past as a guest
lecturer at University of Central England! (Now
Birmingham City University).
Education & Qualifications
Laurel’s passion for education began at an early
age and she excelled in all areas of her studies. Her
passion for learning has continued throughout
her life and is displayed through various academic
achievements. Laurel also has a deep passion to
see others achieve their best in all areas of life
particularly educational and spiritual growth. During
the last thirty seven years Laurel has worked through
varied education systems achieving the following:

2012

University of Wolverhampton - Bachelor
of Science in Nursing Studies

2006

University of Central England
in Birmingham: Post-Graduate,
Introduction to Mentor and Assessor

2004

University of Central England in
Birmingham- Diplomas in Professional
Studies in Critical Care

2002

University of Central England in
Birmingham: Awarded Diploma in
Higher in Nursing Studies

2000
- 06

Theological Studies

1998

Awarded from the University of
Cambridge Local Examination Syndicate
(GCE O/Level): English Language, History,
Mathematics, Religious Studies, Human
& Social Biology

1976
- 80

Awarded from; Ministry of Education,
Jamaica School Certificate ExaminationEnglish Language, Mathematics, Civics,
Health Science, Bible Knowledge,
History, Cookery & Nutrition.

BEVERLEY STEPHENS

B

everley is mother to Nicole,
a precious, successful and
beautiful woman. She is married to
Elton who has been by her side for thirty
eight years, she admires him immensely for his
never failing commitment to his role as a father
and his passion for supporting individuals who find
themselves in police custody.
Beverley describes herself as a woman on a very
personal Christian journey. Her Christian journey
has been a process of cleansing, acknowledgment
of ‘herself’ and growing hunger for Lord and the
church.
Whilst Beverley’s early years of growing up was
turbulent she believes that the experience instilled in
her a strong drive to aspire with focus, build security
and stability when all things around her seemed to
be unsettled and lacked direction. In recent times
Beverley has spent time reflecting and evaluating
her life and believes strongly that the dear Lord
guided her path, he mapped her steps when she
could not. Until, the present day he never left her to
journey alone. Isaiah 40.31
Beverley achieved her passion and aspiration from
the age of seventeen to become a qualified nurse,
a career that continues to serve her well to this
day. Beverley has a deep rooted desire to improve
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lives in whatever way she can using
the skills she has gained to support
others. Beverley is in no doubt that
her journey this far has been mapped
out for her by God and has not been a
coincidence. Jeremiah 29.11
Beverley is thankful for the variety
of professional experiences she has
acquired and feels that it is not by
chance that she has entered this
phase of her career as a freelance
managerial consultant and a partner
in a community interest company.
Her secular work today, enables her
to make a difference in the lives of
others.
Beverley strives to make every day
count for Gods kingdom and is
determined to “Never give up, wait on
the Lord!” Psalm 27.14.

Brief Report

A

s many of you are aware our first SHAPE home
opened just over a year ago. During that
time our Managers and faithful volunteers have
supported and helped a number of women from
diverse cultures who became homeless because
of problems including abuse, family disputes,
personal safety and in one case, pregnancy. 10 of
the residents have now gone on to independent
living and 7 have been given alternative
accommodation. The home continues to support
9 residents. We were delighted to welcome one
of the residents to WEC last year and we are even
more delighted that another resident accepted
Christ as her saviour during her time in the home.
Six other residents have had involvement in a
function at one of our local churches.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our partners
for their prayers and other support. Please
continue to help us. We need additional volunteers
and continued financial assistance to support our
staff and the vital work they are doing among
these women.
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Planning
AHEA D
RETREAT TO
CONQUER 2014
FRIDAY 14TH TO SUNDAY 16TH MARCH
HORWOOD HOUSE

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
CONFERENCE 2014
3RD TO 5TH OCTOBER

New Testament Church of God, Women’s Ministries Department, 3 Cheyne Walk, Northampton, NN1 5PT
Telephone No: 01604 824230 • Website: www.ntcg.org.uk/wmd

Please complete the tear off slip and hand to an
usher or post to: New Testament Church of God,
Women’s Ministries - SHAPE, 3 Cheyne Walk,
Northampton, NN1 5PT.

Giving
to
SHAPE

Supporting and Helping women Achieve
Potential through Education

One Off Donation
I wish to pledge/give a one off amount of
£

to SHAPE

My name is:

My address is:

Cheques should be made payable to: SHAPE

OR
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Standing Order Mandate for regular
giving to SHAPE
Name (Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Keep Updated
In order that we can keep you
updated with the progress of
SHAPE, please fill in the details
below:
Name (Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss)

Bank Account No.
Please deduct: £
From the above account on
month until further notice from me in writing.

(date) of each
Address

To: Bank (name of your Bank)
Sort Code
Address of your bank:

E-mail Address

Signed:

Date:

Amount pledged

Please note this cancels any previous Standing Order in favour of the above.

£

Pay this sum to:
New Testament Church of God, Women’s Ministries Department - SHAPE,
Barclays Bank, Account No. 73349284, Sort Code: 20-61-51
267 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, NN1 4EN

per month/per annum
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New from SAM
Soul Mate

Main Theme: Responding to the challenges of involuntary
singleness, with a focus on personal testimonies of single
African-American Christian women • 3 Sessions

Singles & Stinking Thinking
A Clear Path to Marriage

Main Theme: How wrong thinking can be the biggest
obstacle to marriage • 5 Sessions

Single Creek
A new DVD-based small group
programme designed for
delivery at your local church, by
your local church.

Main Theme: How singles from a diversity of backgrounds
can manage their singleness, and how the church can more
effectively be inclusive of singles • 3 Sessions

Finding Your Million Dollar Mate

Main Theme: Avoiding fatal attraction in the quest for a
lifetime spouse • 3 Sessions

Widows Ministry
Our new Widows Ministry Coordinator Revd Casbera Schasmith
is available to do talks and to help churches across the country to
minister more effectively to their widows.

WIDOWS MINISTRY MISSION STATEMENT

To RECOGNISE the needs and the problems of widows
To AFFRIM our concern and to assure widows they are not forgotten
To PROVIDE practical help and information to address the needs of widows
To ASSURE widows of God’s genuine love and compassion for them

For more information contact

sam@ntcg.org.uk

