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EDITORIAL
This issue of RAP contains some interesting
features written by men and women who, like the
sons of Issachar, understand the times and the
seasons, and know what the Church ought to do.
Dr. Leonard Albert is a veteran trainer of men and
the impact of his teaching ministry transcends his
own denomination. Trainers/Leaders especially
should find his article entitled ‘Empowering Men
to Serve’ a very useful resource.
Dementia is an illness which is becoming more
prominent in our communities and this, along
with other mental health issues, are subjects
which Dr. Dawn Edge has been focussing on over
the past five years. You will learn from her article
and hopefully develop strategies and programmes
to help sufferers in your localities.

For four days in August of 2011, communities
up and down the United Kingdom were torn
apart by riots and the wanton destruction of
properties. The killing of young Mark Duggan
at the hand of the Metropolitan Police in
London was the trigger for these riots. We
mourn the loss of those who died as a result
of the disturbances and UK taxpayers are
now left to foot the cost, estimated at over
£133million, in policing and compensation for
businesses hit by the violence. In her article
‘Who Adds Value to Society’, Dawn Butler
MP and former Minister for Young Citizens
in the last administration lifts up some very
interesting points that policy makers and
parents alike would do well to heed.
The Departmental reports and general
activities in our ministry show not only our
success and progress of our work, but the
challenges we had to face and will need to
face in the months and years ahead.
Our Church is blessed with dedicated men
and women who love God and are committed
to the progress of the Church. Equally we are
blessed with devoted members and followers
who support the Church with their finance
and the use of their giftedness to promote
the programmes. We pray God’s continued
blessings on each of their lives. May God
bless and inspire you as you read and may
you remember us always in your prayers.
Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop
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Greeting from the European Field Director
The New Testament Church of God in 2012… A remarkable Church for Desperate Times
In the past years, I have seen amazing
progress and passionate leadership
in the New Testament Church of
God under the leadership of Bishop
Eric Brown, National Overseer,
and the members of the National
Executive Council, along with many
extraordinary spiritual pastors.
Together these amazing leaders have
made the vision of the “Big Move” a
great success by focusing on building
up the local church. I believe that the church of Jesus Christ
is the greatest institution in the world! I also believe that
the New Testament Church of God in England and Wales is a
significant segment of the body of Christ in these desperate
times.

The New Testament Church of God has faithfully proclaimed
the gospel of Christ in a world of increasing disbelief and
desperation. The NTCG, through Educational Leadership
Training, Key Leaders Conferences, Youth Ministries, Women’s
Ministries (such as SHAPE), aggressive Men’s Ministries, and
Chaplain’s Ministries, etc, has made a powerful impact for
Christ and greatly expanded the influence and effectiveness of
the church.
Yes, I am excited about 2012 and the opportunities God has
given to the NTCG to move forward as a remarkable movement
prepared to minister in desperate times. Thank you for being a
significant extension of the work of God and a powerful resource
for ministry. It is a great honor to serve with you.
Dr. Larry G. Hess
Field Director, Europe, CIS and Middle East

The New Testament Church of God (England & Wales)
The Church as a Charity & Limited Company
b)
c)

As one of the largest national black majority churches in the UK,
the New Testament Church of God (NTCG) provides valuable
services to the communities through its various ministries.
NTCG is an association of local churches represented through
a corporate body with a centralised government. The church
registered on 17th April 1967 as a Charity in England and Wales,
Registered No. 250306. It was established as a Charitable
Company under company law on the 4th November 1967 with a
registered no. 917145.

d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)

The Church is managed by a Board of twelve Executive Directors/
Trustees that forms the National Executive Council (NEC) elected
by the body of ministers. The NEC meets at least four times each
year to discuss the business of the church.
The Church exists to advance the Christian faith and for such
charitable purposes as the Directors/Trustees shall from time
to time decide. The principal activity continues to be directed
towards the propagation of the Gospel according to the Acts and
Teachings of the Church of God, Cleveland, Tennessee, USA.
NTCG is an independent registered charitable company in its
financial and administrative character. However, it is affiliated
to the Church of God, Cleveland, Tennessee, USA which is a
worldwide organisation of Churches in approximately 188
countries with over 7 million members. The sister churches
abroad share the same objectives as the UK Church.
The church’s objectives are achieved through evangelism,
maintaining ministries, administering the ordinances of the
Gospel, maintaining churches and establishing new churches for
worship. NTCG provides preachers, ministers, teachers, chaplains
and youth workers, leaders for adult ministries and pastors for the
propagation of the stated objectives of the church. This includes:
a)

Worship and Prayer Services at 108 branches in England
and Wales

l)

Outreach programmes at 22 missions
Leadership Training Centre for the training of existing
and future leaders
Training for local administration and members
LifeBuilders for the mentoring and development of Men
Women’s Ministries
Day Care Nurseries
Senior Citizens Day Care Centres
Youth Clubs for the training and recreation of youths
Hospital/Schools Chaplains and visitation teams
Prison Ministry – through chaplains and visitation
programmes
Street Pastoring and Drug awareness programmes in
the inner city areas

National, District and Local departments provide conventions,
conferences, seminars, retreats and other sports and educational
meetings to meet the needs of specific groups like Youth, Women
and Men. The main focus of activities is still on pastoral care,
counselling and meeting the spiritual needs of the members and
visitors.
The Church has over 320 credentialed ministers operating
throughout the UK with registered membership in excess of
13,000 and over 30,000 adherents. Our ministers receive formal
training through our Education and Training Department which
was established in 2007 to fulfil two objectives; firstly to train
confident, committed leaders and secondly to further provide for
the educational needs of the church.
The New Testament Church of God was established 58 years ago
to advance Christian faith in England and Wales. The church
is highly adaptive, listening to and identifying the needs of its
members and adherents. Individuals, who attend the church,
benefit from practical help with prayer, spiritual support and
guidance through the many activities of the church.
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Bishop Spencer Anderson

Bishop Deverton Douglas

Bishop Headley Gayle

Bishop Claion Grandison

Bishop Norman Gooden

Bishop Jonathan Jackson

Bishop Paul Thomas

Bishop Derek Webley

The National
Executive Council
These Bishops were elected to the National
Executive Council on the 3rd September 2011 to
serve for the period 2011-2013.
The charity has a responsibility to ensure that the
National Executive Council (Executive Trustees)
possess the required managerial skills and
abilities to manage the charity on a day-to-day
basis, complying with the relevant legislation that
governs the Charity and the Company.
Please continue to hold them in your prayers as
together we work to advance the Kingdom and
look after the interests of our Church.

Bishop Louis McLeod

Bishop Rudolph Parkinson
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Empowering Men
to Serve in the
21st Century
By Leonard Albert
We have an alarming statistic over in the USA concerning men
in the church. Ninety percent (90%) of the boys who are being
raised in the church will abandon it by their 20th birthday! This is
not just hearsay—this is verifiable fact. It doesn’t take too many
visits to our local churches before you ask yourself the question:
where are all the men? Here we are in a religious movement
called Christianity that was founded by a man (Jesus) and all of
His disciples were men. The writers of the New Testament were
all men and we call the saints of old the “early church fathers.”
Don’t you think it is strange that Christianity is the only major
world religion where the men are absent? Think of pictures of
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, or even Jews…it is always the men
we see praying.

perfectly designed to produce the result we’re getting. Our local
church men’s ministry effort must allow for the reconstructing
our system to produce men who love God, provide spiritual
leadership to their families, and serve the Lord.
Here’s a system I think will work:

Reach Men

PURPOSE

Where are
the men?

			

Multiply
Men

We’ve heard it all of our lives: it’s a man’s world. Well, not in the
church. Most senior pastors are men but it ends there. Almost
every other area of church life is dominated by women. Women
show up. Women volunteer. No one is complaining—we thank
God for women in ministry. We celebrate and salute them! But
we still have to ask, “Where are the men?” They’re out there—
we just have to find them. Someone said, “A man is a hard thing
to reach!” It’s trench work, but the benefits are awesome. When
one man turns to Jesus Christ, it breaks a chain of bondage to
sin and broken relationships. One changed man can set an entire
family lineage for many generations to come on a whole new
course of joy, peace, and reconciliation. Here is a plan to reach
them.

Teach
Men

Your Purpose Statement
Everything revolves around a good purpose statement. This is
one I like:

The purpose of LifeBuilders UK
is to help the men of our church
become disciples – men who
are called to walk with Christ,
equipped to live like Christ, and
sent to work for Christ.

Begin with
your “system”
			

My good friend
and men’s
ministry expert
Pat Morley says,
“Your system is
perfectly designed
to produce the result you’re getting.” “If you were manufacturing
cars and every third car rolled off the assembly line missing
a front right fender—you’re system is perfectly designed
to produce that result.” The same principle applies to our
ministries. If we have men in our churches that don’t “get it”
spiritually, we can assume it’s because our ministry system is

Reach Men
Churches must provide more manly environments if they truly
want to reach men. We begin by making men’s ministry a high
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priority. So often we hear we can’t reach
men because they are “loners.” Men
are not loners. If men were loners they
wouldn’t join the military, they wouldn’t
join gangs, and they wouldn’t join sports
teams. All of those places have discipline,
structure, accountability, relationships,
and other people involved. These are
places where the men can be men. They
can do manly things. We have to give
them the same opportunities in the
church.
They are looking for respect, significance
and belonging. Can they find this in our
churches? What is the atmosphere of
your church? Is it one of comfort and
ceremony, or is it one of confrontation
and challenge? Is it one of conformity, or
is it one of expectation where people are
pushed to grow?” Is it “male friendly?”

Teach men
Here’s what we are looking for in
men’s lives:

To see men love God and honor Jesus
Christ through worship, prayer and
obedience to God’s Word as they live
in the power of the Holy Spirit (see
Colossians 3:26; Galatians 4:16).

Multiply Men

To see men committed to biblical
discipleship, submitting themselves to a
few other men through accountability,
study, and prayer (see 2 Timothy 2:2;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

The answer is in offering as wide a
variety of compelling men’s growth and
discipleship opportunities as possible—
many “entry points for men.” Give
men any and every chance to hook into
something. Start with however many
men God gives you—two, four, six, or
eight. Remain faithful to those men and
grow from there. Here are some ideas:
Bible studies and book studies just for
men, ongoing ministry projects such as
mentoring teens; accountability groups
(break the big group into “e-teams” of four
to six men); early morning men’s study
groups with the pastor; prayer groups; and
a pastor’s prayer ministry sponsored by
the men.

To see men becoming men of integrity,
being pure both in thought and conduct
(see Ephesians 1:4; Colossians 3:5).
To see men committed to, and living
in accord with, biblical principles for
marriage and family (see Ephesians
5:23ff; 6:4; 1 Corinthians 7).
To see men committed to using their
gifts and talents for the Lord both in
the church and in the community (see
Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timothy 2:21).
To see men committed to reaching
others for Christ by involving themselves
in evangelism, outreach opportunities
and missions (see Acts 1:8; 6:7; Matthew
18:18-20).
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Thinking leaders ask the question, “How
do we keep the men we have and how do
we get more?”

If you’ll commit to working with your
church’s men, God will give you the church
the world needs to see. I have much more
to say and to offer including my latest CD
teaching series titled “Discipling Strong
Men.” Contact Leonard Albert at:
laity@msn.com.

By Dr. Dawn Edge

Faith and Dementia
What is dementia?
Dementia is an umbrella term which is used
to describe a number of different brain
disorders characterised by progressive loss
of brain function. The symptoms, which are
caused by structural and chemical changes
in the brain, include not only memory loss
but also problems with communication
and ability to carry out basic self-care and
activities of daily living. Currently, there is no
known cure.
There are many types of dementia, the most
common of which is Alzheimer’s disease.
Named after the German neurologist who
first described its features, about 500,000
people in the UK have been diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s disease. In the early
stages, people with Alzheimer’s disease
may experience memory lapses and have
problems finding the right words. As the
disease progresses, they may become
confused and start to forget the names
of people and places, appointments, and
even recent events. They may also have
mood swings and become angry, scared or
frustrated as their memory loss worsens.
They might also become more withdrawn
because they lose confidence or have
difficulty communicating with others and
carrying out everyday activities like shopping
as they may get muddled checking their
change.

Vascular Dementia is the second most

common form of the disease. To function
properly, the brain needs a good blood
supply. If the ‘vascular system’ which
delivers blood to the brain becomes

damaged; blood cannot reach the brain cells
and they eventually die. This can lead to
the onset of vascular dementia. Conditions
that affect the heart and circulation such
as hypertension and diabetes increase the
risk of vascular dementia. Like Alzheimer’s
disease, people with vascular dementia will
experience problems concentrating and
communicating and might also become
depressed. However, there are some
symptoms which are particularly associated
with vascular dementia, including:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

physical weakness or paralysis (similar
to a stroke)
‘stepped’ progression
sudden deterioration followed by a

levelling off of symptoms
epileptic seizures
periods of acute confusion
visual mistakes and misperception
restlessness, walking about and
getting lost
changes in behaviour
problems with continence

The third most common form of the disease
is dementia with Lewy Body (DLB). This
is also often called ‘Lewy body dementia’ and
used to be referred to as ‘senile dementia’.
Named after the doctor who first described
the tiny particles of protein which are
deposited in brain cells causing profound
disruption in function; Lewy bodies are
found in the areas of the brain also affected
by Parkinson’s Disease. Accordingly, people
with Lewy body dementia often have
symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease such as
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muscle stiffness, trembling limbs, a tendency
to shuffle when walking and lose balance
easily, loss of facial expression, and changes
in the strength and tone of the voice. Whilst
people with Lewy body dementia might have
lapses in concentration and ability to plan
and execute actions; memory problems of
the type associated with Alzheimer’s are less
marked. There are some symptoms which
are particular to Lewy body dementia. For
example, they can find that their ability to
function fluctuates rapidly – from day to day
or even by the hour. Visual hallucinations
(seeing things that are not there), nightmares,
fainting spells and falls are particularly
distressing symptom of Lewy body dementia.
Dementia is a major cause of disability
worldwide [1]. Dementia can affect people
of any age, but is most common in older
people. One in five people over 80 and one
in 20 people over 65 will have a form of
dementia. There is growing concern that
the scale of dementia and need associated
with an increasingly elderly population has
been seriously underestimated. This has
generated talk of a ‘dementia epidemic’ and
a ‘ticking time bomb’ in the media in relation
to the projected financial and social costs of
dementia. However, dementia is not confined
solely to the elderly. At least 15,000 people in
the UK have ‘early’ or ‘young-onset’ dementia.
There are at least 750,000 people with
dementia in the UK. This figure is set to
increase to 1,000,000 by 2021. Currently,
dementia costs the UK £20 billion per year.
This does not include indirect costs such as
carers’ loss of earnings.

Caribbean people and dementia
Dementia is thought to affect about 11,000
people from Black and minority ethnic
(BME) groups in the UK but this is likely to
be a gross underestimate as only 40% of
people with dementia ever receive a formal
diagnosis. There is still a lot that scientists
and doctors do not know about dementia.
One of the areas where it is acknowledged
that further research is urgently needed
is in dementia in Black and other minority
groups. Recent research found that people
from the Caribbean in the UK experienced
symptoms almost a decade sooner than
their White British contemporaries [2].
There is also some evidence that the disease
progression is quicker and that Black people
receive diagnosis at a later stage [3]. This
might preclude use of medication which
slows down the rate of decline.

Conference feedback and evaluation suggested
that, whilst attendees were overwhelmingly
positive about all aspects of the conference;
they particularly valued sessions in which
people with Alzheimer’s and their carers
shared insight about ‘Living with Dementia’.
In this context, our keynote speaker was a
woman who has ‘early onset’ dementia. At just
57, Ann Johnson lives in residential care. She
was a powerful speaker who spoke movingly
and with a great deal of humility and humour
about the strategies she used to help her live a
full and rewarding life. Ann says,

to tackle the stigma and shame associated
with dementia and other mental illnesses. It
should become commonplace for people to
ask for prayer for mental illness in the way
we do for physical conditions.

‘People don’t understand dementia,
they’re scared of it. It still carries a stigma
and that is wrong. I want to get rid of that
fear, so when I give talks and interviews,
I say, “Never be scared of the word
dementia: this is what dementia is, this is
what people with dementia can and can’t
do”. I’m not saying, “Feel sorry for me”,
I’m not saying that at all. I’m saying, “Be
with me, and try and understand”.’

that meet the cultural and spiritual needs
of its members. Organisations like Pilgrim
Homes
http://www.pilgrimhomes.org.uk
provide housing, residential, respite and
nursing care which meets the spiritual as
well as physical and psychological needs of
dementia sufferers and their carers.

We need to develop structures that offer
respite to carers and enable sufferers to
attend church for as long as possible. When
they can no longer come to church, church
should go to them.
The church could work in partnership with
others to develop a series of care facilities

Research into dementia in people of
Caribbean decent in Bristol found that
many people had not heard of the condition
before their relative developed it [4]. Lack
of awareness about dementia can give rise
to difficulties in caring – especially when
family members blame sufferers for the
symptoms or label them as ‘difficult’. The
research highlighted the importance of
raising awareness of dementia and providing
clear and understandable information for
dementia sufferers and their carers.
Two-thirds of the 750,000 dementia suffers
in the UK are cared for at home – often by
elderly spouses or by female carers who
juggle care for elders with careers and caring
for their own families. Many have additional
church responsibilities but often lose these
with progression of the illnesses leading to
feelings of isolation and disenfranchisement.
Little wonder that many develop ‘Caregiver
Syndrome’. Characterised by stress, chronic
fatigue, anger, guilt, and depression;
‘Caregiver Syndrome’ can reduce life
expectancy by up to 7 years.

Faith and Dementia Conference
Manchester (Brooks’ Bar) New
Testament Church of God
Against this background and with a growing
number of church and community members
developing dementia, Manchester NTCG
organised a weekend ‘Faith and Dementia’
Conference in September 2011. To
deliver the conference, we worked with a
number of partner organisations including:
Alzheimer’s Society, NHS Mental Health
Trusts, Manchester City Council, primary
care practitioners and voluntary sector
groups. In addition to information about
‘what dementia is and isn’t’, the conference
explored ethical issues and dilemmas such
as: accessing appropriate care and support,
‘Living Wills’, and making the decision to
place loved ones in residential care. We
also learned about Memory Assessment
Clinics, Memory Cafés and devoted much
time to examining ‘Who Cares for Carers’
and identifying sources of carer support
such as ‘Admiral Nurses’ who are funded by
Dementia UK.

We were also blessed with a play written by
one of our members whose grandmother has
dementia and readings of ‘Christine’s Prayer’
by Louise Morse – a plea for the church not
to abandon people with dementia but to
recognise that ‘though the outer man is
fading’, the spirit remains alive and in need
of nurture and care. A presentation by
Janet Jacob (Pilgrims’ Friend) about how to
communicate with and care for dementia
sufferers was a poignant and powerful
reminder of the imperative to care for the
whole person – not to neglect the spirit.

What Should the Church be doing?
From the conference and follow-up, I make
the following recommendations:

Finally, we need to learn from the many
dementia sufferers and carers in our church
and community about how we can best
ensure that their spirits continue to be
nurtured.
References
1. WHO, World Health Report 2003:
Shaping the Future. 2003, World Health
Organization: Geneva.
2. Adelman, S., et al., Prevalence of
dementia in African–Caribbean compared
with UK-born White older people: twostage cross-sectional study British Journal of
Psychiatry, 2011. 199: p. 119-125.
3. Mukadam, N., et al., Why do ethnic
elders present later to UK dementia
services? A qualitative study. International
Psychogeriatrics, 2011. 23(7): p. 1070-1077.

The church should urgently consider its role
in providing care and support for members
with dementia and their carers and develop
a strategy to meet the growing need.

4. Adamson,
J.,
Awareness
and
understanding of dementia in African/
Caribbean and South Asian families. Health
and Social Care in the Community, 2001.
9(6): p. 391-396.

A key component of such a strategy would
be educating church members and the wider
community about dementia and advocating
for appropriate services. This would also help

If you require further information, help
or support on Dementia, please visit the
national website at www.dementiauk.org.

9

Organ Donation
Today there are almost 650 Black people in the UK on the waiting
list for an organ transplant operation which could save their life.
As part of its campaign to encourage more Black people to sign
the Organ Donor Register, NHS Blood & Transplant (NHSBT) has set
up Organ Donation awareness stands in Black majority churches
across the UK, including four in the New Testament Church of God.

As currently only 0.4%** of those on the Register are Black, this
compounds the issue, meaning that people from these ethnic
groups needing a transplant, have to wait on average three times
longer for a suitable organ than those from the general population.
It is this critical issue which NHSBT is trying to tackle with the help
of the Black Christian community.
Facts about organ donation

It’s a fact that if you are Black, you’re more likely to need an organ
transplant - because you have a higher risk of developing illnesses
such as diabetes, kidney or heart disease. This is one reason why
more than 8%* of patients awaiting organ transplants are from
Black communities – a total of 648 people.

♥ B
 y offering to become an organ donor, you could save or
enhance as many as nine lives
♥ A patient on the NHS Organ Donor Register will receive the
same treatment as one that is not
♥ After death, an organ donor’s body is treated with respect
and the funeral will not be delayed because of organ
donation.
♥ All of the major religions in the UK support the principles of
organ donation and transplantation
Organ Donation and the NTCG
Community spirit, generosity and selflessness are all part of being
a Christian and it is those ideals of committing to a selfless act for
others which can lead people to join the Register.
The NHS Organ Donor campaign registration drive has been
hosted at NTCG branches in Wood Green, London; Handsworth,
Birmingham and Leeds. The Birmingham event has been the
most successful to date with an impressive 71 people completing a
registration form. Having concentrated on London and Birmingham
to date, we will be visiting Bradford and Manchester as part of the
wider NHSBT campaign.
Marcia Dixon has been supporting NHSBT in its efforts to
encourage more Christians from the Black community to
register. “The Christian faith is a giving one, so it has not
surprised me that churches have welcomed the NHSBT organ
donor teams into their churches to encourage their members
to register. People are forthcoming once they understand what
being on the NHS Organ Donor Register entails and that there
is an acute shortage of Black donors. Moreover Christians are
happy to help and I would encourage more churches to get on
board.
The Council of African & Afro-Caribbean Churches (UK) also
endorse organ donation, saying: “Any act that can save life,
such as organ donation, is a great thing and quite acceptable
within our faith.”
Helping others
Gifted artist Jane Dalton-Brown from
Croydon, was only 29 when she died in a
tragic pedestrian accident after being hit by
a truck. Her brother Lloyd, who agreed to
donate his sister Jane’s organs said: “Before
her accident Jane discussed with her friends
what she would have wanted if the worst was
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to happen, so the decision to donate her organs
was made easier. I know Jane would have been
glad that her wish to donate was fulfilled because
her organs helped transform the lives of five people
who needed them.
“It’s such a devastating time when you lose someone.
It is so important that the Black community are
aware of organ donation. Very few donate their
organs even though there is such a long waiting list
of patients desperately needing them.”
Daina Moyo, Specialist Nurse for Organ Donation at
NHSBT said: “It is vital that more Black people join
the NHS Organ Donor Register. More Black patients
will have the opportunity to receive a life-saving
transplant if more people from those communities
join the Register.”
For a copy of “A guide to organ donation and
Christian beliefs” go to: http://www.organdonation.
nhs.uk/ukt/newsroom/publications/publications.
jsp
To join the NHS Organ Donor Register,
please ring 0300 123 0000, text ORGAN to
64118
or
visit
www.organdonation.nhs.uk
www.facebook.com/organdonationuk
In the UK between 1 April 2010 and 31 March 2011:
♥ 3
 ,740 organ transplants were carried out,
thanks to the generosity of 2,055 donors – the
highest number ever recorded.
♥ 3
 ,564 people had their sight restored through
a cornea transplant.
♥ 1
 ,045 living donor kidney transplants (e.g.
parent to child/ sibling to sibling) were carried
out - a third of all kidney transplants.
♥ A
 lmost 675,000 more people joined the
Register, bringing the total to 18,449,082
(28/11/2011).
Notes:
♥ Source: NHSBT - number of black people on
the “active” transplant list at 08.09.11 was 648,
which is 8.4% of the UK waiting list.
♥ Number of people on the active transplant list
is 7743 as of 25 October 2011 - of which 2051
are Black or Asian.
** Source: NHSBT - number of people based on
reported ethnicity on
the NHS Organ Donor
Register –
note ethnicity has only
been captured against
3,247,929 records
*** Quotes from “A
guide to organ donation
and Christian beliefs”.

RAP spoke to Mark Sturge, a Black Briton of
Caribbean descent, who 8 years ago donated
a kidney to his 56 year-old Aunt.
RAP: What made you decide to donate a
kidney?
MS: My Aunt lives in Guyana, I grew up with
her and considered her to be one of my
nurturers. This was a life or death situation for
her as there were no dialysis facilities available,
so she was just sent home to die. The doctors
told the family that it would cost nearly £5000
per month to keep her on private dialysis and this would have been for an
indefinite period. Initially she went to Trinidad for treatment. She was taken
off the airplane in an ambulance and it took her a year to recover enough to
even consider receiving a transplant.
Tests revealed that my brother and I were the only close family members who
were matches and it was basically down to a toss of the coin that made the
decision between us both.
RAP: Did you have any second thoughts at any time in the process and what
made you overcome?
MS: Going into the operation you do have questions and wonder what if
something goes wrong. My thoughts were only for my young son and wife and
would they be okay if things didn’t go to plan. Otherwise, I was determined
to go ahead.
RAP: What was your recovery time following the procedure and are there
any long term side effects for you?
MS: Rather unwisely, I started working a few days after the operation and
didn’t rest sufficiently. As a result, my recovery was a little slower than normal
but I have fully recovered. I have not experienced any long term side effects;
apparently the process is no different to any other surgical procedure. I just
get a little twitch now and again but my quality of life has not been adversely
affected.
RAP: What do you feel when you look at your scar?
MS: Everything physical is as before but what has changed is my perspective. I
carry a scar of injustice. Injustice, in the sense that people living in third-world
countries or countries in the global south, are suffering and dying due to lack
of facilities. I have relatives in the UK and USA with kidney problems who can
easily access the treatment they need to keep them alive, while others are
dying unnecessarily due to lack of resources and the lack of willing donors.
RAP: What message would you give to others who may be considering a
donation?
MS: We need to recognise that this is an opportunity to give someone a lifechanging gift. There are some organs that we can live comfortably without.
Many people would rather feel comfortable believing ‘God is able to raise
us from the dead’, than ‘God is able to keep them with one organ’. It is not
ungodly to be a donor. On the contrary, because this is a process of giving life,
help, healing, and lack of selfishness – these are all Christian virtues which
would find far more support in biblical scriptures than doing nothing at all.
RAP: How is your Aunt doing now?
MS: My Aunt is doing very well. She has had the opportunity to see her
children get married and to see the birth of her grandchildren. She is loving
life!
To explore the issues raised by these articles, we encourage you to enrol on the
‘Christian Ethics and Practical Theology’ seminar at the Leadership Training
Centre on Saturday 28th April 2012. This will examine some core Christian
values and their impact on social and individual behaviour in our complex and
rapidly changing world.
For further information and enrolment details, please contact the Leadership
Training Centre at
E: education@ntcg.org.uk
T: 01604 824 233/8
W: www.ntcg.org.uk/education
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The UK Riots

- Who adds Value to Society?
Who is more valuable to society, the politician who avoids a riot or the one who causes it?

This isn’t a blame game, it is about
fundamentals. It’s time to start scrutinising
the people who help to NOT make things
happen. It sounds like a twisted kind of
logic but think about it. Everyday people
get little credit or recognition for the
everyday things they do that bring about
good for everybody. They may not get
headlines but their actions create a better
society. We should learn from their lessons
in doing the right thing to avoid making
mistakes that lead to bad consequences.
The problem with politics is that each
new administration wants to prove that
they are better than the last. All parties
are guilty of this. Ignoring, rejecting or
even overturning the progress and the
good work of a previous government for
ideological reasons or simply for the sake
of it, is not only a waste of time, effort and
money but is by now outdated and puerile
in the fast lane of this information super
highway. People want the answers to the
current problems of rioting.
I breathed a sigh of relief that only one
shop was targeted in Brent and the young
people were quickly rounded up, arrested
and dispersed before other opportunists
joined in. But in my sigh of relief I
wondered if parents were aware that their
child’s involvement in the mindless looting

of stores will have dire consequences for
the rest of their lives.
Parents, you think it is hard now for
your child to get a job, just imagine
how impossible it will be with a criminal
record! Your child will have to declare their
criminal record on every job application.
Your child has given the police the right to
criminalise them for the rest of their lives.
I watched a lost generation throwing their
lives away for materialistic rubbish. This
wasn’t a revolution for a worthy cause,
it was people looting for materialistic
gain and I was angry. Parents you want a
family holiday, think again your child will
no longer be able to travel abroad freely.
Convictions may be grounds for refusal to
grant a visa, entry or passport application.
And travelling to the US forget it, they will
refuse anyone with a criminal record.
I fought hard to have the law on DNA
retention changed but now the Police and
Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), will
probably be strengthened not weakened.
Currently the police have wide powers
to take photographs, fingerprints and
body samples of persons without their
consent where they had been charged
with, or convicted of, a recordable
offence. Further to that the police also
have powers to retain fingerprints and

(Contributed by
Dawn Butler, MP)

DNA samples lawfully taken from any
person - regardless of whether or not they
are subsequently convicted of an offence.
Under the new powers, the police may
also take fingerprints and body samples
without consent where a person has been
detained in consequence of an arrest for
a recordable offence (before charge).
Basically this means that every person
who has been involved in the riots young
and old, even if they were just spectators
will be subjected to a humiliating and
degrading situation where saliva and even
semen can be taken. These records can
then be held on databases, indefinitely.
The police’s current policy is to keep the
fingerprints, photographs and samples for
the rest of the life of the individual.
And let’s not forget the 300 year old Joint
Enterprise Law which states that the police
will be able to charge suspects present at
an incident with the same offence as those
involved. We should not be doing the
police’s job for them; this is not the way
to hold the police or politicians to account.
I believe the rioters have contributed
greatly to the destruction of our society,
especially in the most diverse areas of
London. We need the good to shout
loudly now more than ever!

12

The Views of a 13-Year
Old NTCG Member on the
Summer Riots
Courtney Carr is an active member of the Edmonton New Testament Church of God and lives in Tottenham, London where
the summer riots started. Courtney writes a weekly online blog for Exposure, a youth magazine and charity in Muswell Hill,
London which teaches youngsters multi-media skills. In the aftermath of the riots, she wrote an article expressing her views
on the events which made the news. This was so well received that the article was published by the local media. This then
led them to request a follow-up article which was also published in the local newspapers. Following this impressive work,
Courtney was nominated for a Spirit of London ‘Achievement Through Media’ Award. Below is an extract from the first
article which led to this nomination.
members of Mark’s family and friends said that they did not
recognise any of the people there. What is this doing to his
kids?
The Allied Carpets building has been there since the 1920s. It
had a lot of historical value and what these people have done
– there is no excuse. I understand that they wanted answers
and that they felt that the police committed an unforgivable
crime but come on – this event has just made the police even
more determined not to give them the answers that they so
desperately want!

Courtney Carr (right), Prime Minister David
Cameron (centre) with other nominees

I’ve lived in Tottenham for as long as I can remember. I’m
devastated at what has happened. I know that Tottenham
wasn’t a place for saints, but I really didn’t expect this. My
baby brother is 2 and I’d rather him not grow up here. Hasn’t
out society learnt from the Broadwater Farm riots?
I couldn’t’ sleep because of the police helicopters hovering
over my area. People were running about, even laughing,
laughing! If this was meant to be justice for Mark Duggan,
why would you be having a good time? I was scared! These
people are destroying their own community. We don’t have
a very good relationship with the police. We need to improve
this. Copycat criminals went to Brixton, Islington, Enfield,
Walthamstow and Wood Green, and other areas. Why did
this need to turn into such a big catastrophe? Why are we so
determined to destroy the few sources of income that we have
left in this recession?
Imagine looking at your home and feeling anguish because
your home has been destroyed. My friend’s grandma’s flat
was filled with smoke. Where can she go now? Look what has
happened – innocent lives wrecked, destroyed, people with
children and no homes. I didn’t know Mark but, if you knew
Mark, do you think he would have wanted this?
I’m upset because this has happened but I also think that the
police are partly to blame. The way they handled the situation
was not good and whether they are guilty of the murder of
Mark, I don’t know. But the protestors should not have made
the situation worse by erupting with outbursts of violence.
They won’t take you seriously if you behave like this.
Even Mark’s family did not condone what has happened and
they even said: “this was not in the name of Mark”. I think
that the people who have done this have not thought of the
effect that this has had on Mark’s family and friends. In fact,
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My friend, Sephora lives opposite Allied Carpets but thank God
her flat wasn’t touched, but why should she have to live in
fear? Why should any of us? Many people would be surprised
that we could live in an area that is mainly dominated by gangs,
drugs and knife crime but the terrible truth is that we are used
to it. Get to where you’re going, don’t look into people’s faces,
don’t be rude and you’ll be alright. Every day, when I walk on
the street it doesn’t mean that I’m not scared or nervous. It’s
just that you learn to avoid these situations. It’s a common
culture to hear that this person has been stabbed here, and
that person has been shot there. There have been murders
even on my road.

Tottenham was never a brilliant place but no matter what
happened we still had a sense of community and Tottenham
High Road and Tottenham Hale were two places where I could
hang out. Now there might as well be no Tottenham. The
High Road is the focal point. Now it’s destroyed because a
group of opportunists and troublemakers decided to use a
local man’s name as an excuse to steal, commit arson and use
this as a chance to make money. This is the result: a scarred
Tottenham.
Please pray for Mark’s family’s sake, don’t let this go on. If
you’re involved, think about the effect it will have on you too.
By Courtney Dionne Carr (Age 13)
Congratulations Courtney and well done!

PEOPLE

Pastoral Changes
Rev. Hadassah Radway - Bath
Rev. Radway was appointed to the pastorate of the Bath Church in May 2011. Hadassah has moved with confidence in accepting her
first pastorate. She is fully aware that this is not without its challenges, but that God will help her to make a difference in this church
and community. Hadassah has a servant’s heart with a great love for the people of God. I am convinced she will be mightily used to
make a difference in her Church and community.

Rev. Andrew and Samantha Bailey – Tipton, West Midlands
After successfully pastoring at the Farnborough Church for four years – a church in excess of 60 miles one
way from his home – the Revd. Bailey accepted the call to the pastorate of the Tipton Church in the West
Midlands. With his wife Samantha and five children, they uprooted from London and moved to the West
Midlands. This is bucking the trend as movement is usually the other way around. In doing this, they are
demonstrating their devotion to service in the Kingdom. They are now well settled and are loving it there, as
much as the people are loving them. That is a powerful combination which augurs well for their success.

Rev. Thelma Blackman – Farnborough, Hants
The Rev. Thelma Blackman succeeded the Rev. Bailey to the pastorate of the Farnborough Church and set about
building on the solid foundations laid by the Baileys. Thelma is a former Principal of World of Life Theological
College in Brixton, London and comes to this her first pastorate with a great deal of experience gained under the
able tutelage of men like Jeremiah McIntyre, Ahira Lawrence, Rudolph Parkinson and others. A first-class teacher/
preacher in her own right, she is destined for success in her pastorate. We wish her and the people of Farnborough
every blessing.

Rev. George Latty – Crewe, Cheshire
Rev. Latty is another stalwart of the faith. He has been a servant of the Lord since 1954 and at the time
of his retirement in 2010, he had amassed 17 years of pastoral ministry at the Crewe Church.
During his tenure at Crewe, he set about refurbishing the building and left this in an excellent condition for the
people of Crewe to have a comfortable place of worship. He is known as a people-person, one who is very laid
back and easy going. However, as a preacher he is known as a warrior and a giant amongst men. So dynamic
and profound was his delivery of the word that he was invited on a regular basis to speak for the Methodist
Church.
Rev. Latty not only devoted his life to the church, but also to his wife Loleta and their children. The church and
community salute him for his sacrificial service and wish for him a long, happy and healthy retirement.

Rev. David Edwards – Crewe, Cheshire
Rev. David Edwards succeeded to the pastorate of the Crewe Church following the retirement of the
Rev. George Latty. David is the former District Youth Director for the Aldershot District and along with his
wife Linda, is a gifted worship leader.
David is bivocational and moving from south to the north is never the best prospect for finding
employment. However, David not only found work, he was promoted with better pay, terms and
conditions. To crown it all Linda his wife, is considered so important to her company, that they asked
her to work from home rather than the daily 120-mile commute from Crewe to London. What awesome
confirmation of being in God’s will.
Their ministry is making good progress with positive signs of a multi-racial congregation in the making. New adherents are already
making investment in the refurbishment of the church and its outreach programme. Do keep the Edwards in your prayers.
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Bishop Spencer Anderson - District Overseer – Willesden, London
Bishop Anderson, Pastor of the Harrow Church succeeded Dr. Issachar Lewinson as District Overseer of the
Willesden District of Churches. His wife Carmen was inducted as District President of the Women’s Ministries.
Willesden is one of the largest districts and it is served by seasoned pastors, ministers and auxiliary leaders.
Spencer and Carmen are mature and wise leaders with a clear sense of what needs to be done to advance the
work of the District. We are sure they will continue to build on the solid foundation laid by the Lewinsons.

Rev. Ruben King - Assistant Senior Pastor - Handsworth
In March 2011 the Rev. King, National Director of Youth and Christian Education, assumed the role as Assistant
Senior Pastor of the Handsworth Church, where Bishop Derek Webley serves as Senior Pastor and District
Overseer.
Ruben now fulfils a dual role and it is especially pleasing to say that the impact of the youth work has not
diminished, and that he has plunged into pastoral ministry with relish and success. On the 22nd May 2011 he was
ordained to the sacred rank of the Bishopric at a very moving service at the Handsworth Church.
In the youth department, he has surrounded himself with a very capable team of men and women who are
passionate about the youth of our church, hence the year-on-year success in their work. At Handsworth
Church, Ruben has proven himself to be a very safe pair of hands, a man of order and commitment to prayer
and the Word of God. Our Church is blessed to have leaders of his calibre and commitment, and working with Bishop Webley,
their leadership team and faithful members we have every confidence that together they will successfully manage the financial
commitment of their new building, which is in fact the denomination’s largest investment in the United Kingdom.

Rev. Lincoln Davis - District Overseer - Dudley
Bishop Lincoln Davis, Pastor of the Oldbury Church was promoted to the position of District Overseer of
Dudley, succeeding Dr. L. A. Jackson. Sis. Valrie Davis succeeded the late Sis. D. Jackson as District President
of the Women’s Ministries.
Rev. and Sis. Davis have been connected with the church going back to their childhood days and have raised their
five children to love the Lord, most of whom are baptised and actively serving the church in various ministries.
Lincoln is a man of the Word and prayer, and is surrounded by ministering colleagues and members who are
devoted to the cause of Christ and together they will accomplish much for the Lord.

Rev. Darryl Gidharry - Aylesbury
In April 2011 Rev. Darryl Gidharry and his wife Marlene assumed the pastorate of the Aylesbury
Church following the six year tenure of the Revd. Marcell Fullwood. The Gidharrys come from the
Lee Church where they were converted and grew up under the tutelage of Bishop and Mrs. U. L.
Simpson.
Darryl is a man committed to prayer and the study of God’s Word and possesses a passion for God’s
people. Marlene is a teacher by profession and a credentialed Minister of Christian Education with
the Church of God. She loves to work with young people and by God’s grace they both will do very
well in their work with the devoted people of Aylesbury, who in recent years purchased two properties
to cater for the needs of their changing community. We thank God for the Aylesbury congregation who have warmly received the
Gidharrys into their first pastorate. We are confident that they have a bright future together.

Rev. Vaz Smith - Chippenham
After more than five years without a resident Pastor, the brethren of the Chippenham Church
welcomed the Rev. Vaz Smith and his wife Debra as their new leaders. Vaz is one of the products of
our newly launched Leadership Training and Development Programme and his appointment to this his first
pastorate will no doubt bring special pleasure to those who have been involved in his training.
The Smiths are committed to the growth and development of our Church and are ever striving for excellence in
all that they do. We wish them well as they progress in this ministry.
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Pastoral Changes
Rev. Everet Palmer - Oxford
Rev. Everet Palmer, former Pastor of the Chippenham Church, succeeded Bishop Desmond Williams
as Pastor of the Oxford Church. Everet and his wife Sharon, come to this pastorate with a wealth of
experience in business management. This will serve them well in Oxford which still has a heavy mortgage
and a significant community project which is being independently run from the church premises.
T he potential for the Oxford Church, strategically positioned in this premier University City, is enormous.
Oxford University attracts students from all over the world and historically, students have gone on to
play major roles in their nation’s government and institutions. With the right programmes and the right
approach, the ministry of this church could impact the world. The Palmers have what it takes to make the
difference. Remember them in your prayers.

Rev. Desmond Williams - Charlton)
Following a period of personal challenges, the Revd. Williams emerged with his faith in God intact and his
determination to serve Christ and the Church which means so much to him. In April 2011 he assumed the pastorate
of the Charlton Church in London. It was through his courage and determination that the Rochester and Oxford
premises were purchased and renovated to a very good standard. We are confident that his commitment and
considerable experience in the banking industry will put him in good stead to make a difference in this his new
pastorate.

Rev. Hayden Rauseo - Bolton
After five years under the leadership of Bishop Levi Bailey, the Rev. Rauseo was appointed to the pastorate of the
Bolton Church succeeding Rev. Stanton Holder. Rev. Rauseo has demonstrated his passion for Evangelistic outreach
and devotion to the word of God. Hayden has a servant’s heart and is committed to reaching people of all races. With
God’s favour on his life and with our prayers, he will succeed.

Dr. Lorenzo A. and Mrs. Daphne Jackson
In January of this year, the Revd. Dr. L. A. Jackson retired from active pastoral duties and district
oversight of the Dudley group of churches. His wife, Mrs. Daphne Jackson, who faithfully served as
Women’s President also stood down from her duties.
The Jacksons were active in ministry for over 47 years. In the very early part of their ministry, they
faithfully served in various capacities in the Sunday School and Evangelism departments of our church,
and in the latter part in the above mentioned positions from which they retired. Their ministries have
been productive, not only in the number of souls they have won and discipled for Christ and those they
have mentored to become leaders in their own right, but also in the contribution to the growth and development of our denomination
here in the UK.
Sadly, Mrs. Daphne Jackson, went home to be with the Lord on the 7th October 2011. Please do remember to keep Rev. Dr. Jackson, his
children, grandchildren and other family and friends in your prayers during their time of bereavement.

Bishop Marcell Fullwood
Seven years ago the Fullwoods were appointed to the Pastorate of the Aylesbury Church where they set
about their work with vision and determination. Within three years, they were successful in purchasing their
first property for this congregation in its 37 year history. Hardly had they settled down in their new building
when the adjacent property – a public house reputed to be the centre of the gay community in the town came up for sale. This too was purchased and renovated into apartments and recreational facilities to carry
out the social responsibility programmes of the church.
Marcell is possessed with a ‘can do’ spirit and a strong faith in God with whom nothing is impossible. Moving
to Gloucester to serve as District Overseer is another step in his determination to build God’s Kingdom and
their success is guaranteed if they remain faithful to God.
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Reverend Hermilyn James - An Angel sent to the Dudley NTCG
(Contributed by Rev. Anne Nettleford)
Succeeding Dr. and Mrs. Jackson at Dudley is the Revd. Hermilyn James. This renowned woman of God has been an
ordained minister actively engaged in ministry since her commitment to the Christian faith.
Her initial journey began as an active member of NTCG in Leicester. She then moved to territories in Handsworth,
Birmingham where she spent over 33 years occupying various positions including Sunday School teacher, chorister,
73rd Division Girl Guides Association Captain, Local and District Youth and Christian Education Director and member
of the National Youth Board. During this period, Sis. Hermilyn also served on various community initiatives and
committees taking her ministry beyond the four walls of the church.
In 1998 Rev Hermilyn James was appointed to serve as Assistant Senior Pastor at NTCG, Handsworth. There she became an integral part
of a pastoral team that became pioneers in the successful building of a multi-million pound church complex.
In a move which was ordained by God, Rev Hermilyn James was directed to a new mission field in March 2011 where she assumed
the Pastorate of the Dudley Church. The congregation had embarked upon a season of prayer and fasting, in order to seek God’s
intervention for the right successor on the retirement of the former pastor, Dr. L. A. Jackson.
Unknowingly she actually made history by becoming the first female Ordained Minister to undertake this position since the emergence
of the church, some 52 years ago. It was definitely a ‘new season and a new day.’
Since her arrival the Rev Hermilyn James has acquainted herself with members of the community and members of the local church
through home and hospital visits. Furthermore she has formulated links with Dudley Council House and the local hospitals, and has
actively become involved in the Dudley Churches Together (DCT). This has prompted and encouraged ministers and members of her
congregation to themselves get involved in roles such as music ministry, altar ministry, hospital chaplaincy, shopping centre chaplaincy
and much more.
Nothing deters or distracts this anointed woman of God from achieving her goals. She passionately and faithfully preaches the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to bring souls to the Kingdom, lifts the broken hearted and motivates believers to a higher dimension of faith. In fact, she
consciously goes beyond her own comfort zone to establish and exemplify the principles of the Kingdom of God. What an anointing!

Retirement of Bishop Cyrus L Scott and Mrs Daphne Scott
After more than 50 years of church leadership, Bishop Cyrus Scott and his wife Sis. Daphne stepped down from
pastoral ministry in March 2011.
Family, friends, church members, church leadership, civic officials and well wishers from across the country and
overseas gathered in Gloucester for an appreciation service on Saturday the 19th March. This was the opening
civic reception of what was to be two weekends of celebratory events to commemorate their loyal service to the
ministry.
Surprises for Bishop and Mrs Scott included congratulatory greetings from Dr Raymond Culpepper, General
Overseer of the Church of God, video messages and surprise visit of family members from the USA.
As one of the seven founding members of the Sheffield branch, Rev. C. L. Scott played a key role in helping to
establish the work in the north of England. He was one of the only local drivers available and would transport members all around the
country on mission and evangelism trips around the UK.
Before commencing his pastoral ministry, he served in many areas in the local church and district and for many years he was renowned
as an inspirational District Youth Director; introducing innovative programmes.
Bishop Scott pastored the church in Bradford (Leeds District) before moving in 1986 to Gloucester with his wife Daphne to become the
Senior Pastor and the District Overseer for the churches in Gloucester, Trowbridge, Chippenham and Bath. He is a great example and
advocate of the church not only being a part of the community, but also being actively involved in the community. He has worked with
local authorities, police, voluntary sector, local colleges and hospitals on various projects and community initiatives. He also officiated in
the role of chaplain to an assistant Lord Mayor.
Daphne Scott has been by his side supporting his ministry and has made significant contributions particularly to the work of Women’s
Ministries and Youth and Christian Education. This dynamic duo has had the ability to spot potential in others and over the years have
enjoyed nurturing and mentoring those under their care and guidance.
Bishop Scott’s approach to his ministry has been to utilise all the skills he has gained through his varied life experiences. The members he
has pastored were accustomed to him being behind the pulpit one minute and up a ladder with a bag of tools the next - leading the way
in church refurbishment in Sheffield, Bradford and latterly Gloucester. Whilst he has retired from pastoral ministry, his family will tell you
that they do not expect to see a great change in the pace at which he conducts his life.
Their practical and pragmatic attitude to life and its challenges can be summed up in the Bible text Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things
through Christ that strengthens me.” We wish for them a long, happy and healthy retirement.
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Pastoral Changes
Rev Stanton Holder – Saluting and Celebrating a Minister and a Gentleman
Contributed by Rev. Barrington Mullings, District Overseer
It always seems appropriate to take time to recall, review and reflect on the encounters shared with stalwarts of
the faith, which have afforded us liberation from oppression, significance in the earth and eternal security. But what
can anyone find sufficient to say about a person who strives amidst life’s favours and challenging adversities for
nothing more than the approval, commendation and glory of God? Saying ‘thank you’ for the substantive example
of devotion and commitment demonstrated to the cause of Christ Jesus is not necessary; it is however a reasonable
response to the selfless display of servitude that has been so dominant amidst extreme challenges.
No one would therefore begrudge the heartfelt ‘thank you’ that is here offered to Rev. Holder on his retirement from active pastoral
ministry for years of dedicated service to NTCG in general and more specifically, to the Manchester District and the Bolton Church.
Of such is the temperament of the gentleman who is affectionately known to many by the name ‘Br Stan’ that he would probably recoil
from the idea of this publication if his desire or approval were sort through necessity. But his demeanour before the presence of God
and the community of humanity is that which gives allowance for individuals to bear witness of that which they have encountered and
benefitted from.
Rev Holder, we salute you and celebrate the fact of your seasoned disposition of a vibrant and sincere spiritual temperament, which
you have achieved in the grace of God amidst a variety of challenges; we are richer from the fact that you have lived amongst us as
a believer for more than forty years and have shared the life you possessed in God with us. We are glad that you are still with us and
evermore keen to impart gifts to us for the effectual working of the ministry and the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. God will reward you
for your faithful service for which we are eternally grateful.

Rev. Dr. Issachar and Mrs. Ileen Lewinson
After more than 50 years of committed Christian ministry, the Rev. Dr. Issachar Lewinson and Mrs. Ileen Lewinson
decided to retire from the pastorate of the Willesden Church and from the oversight of the district of churches.
The Lewinsons have been with the Church from its humble beginnings in 1953 and over the years, Dr. Lewinson
has served in all departments of the church. He has distinguished his leadership abilities in the offices as National
Director of Evangelism, National Secretary/Treasurer, National Executive Council Member – serving all five
National Overseers, District Overseer of three districts, among other positions. His quiet disposition belies the
depth of his thinking and the scope of his wisdom from which we have all greatly benefited.
Space would not allow us to chronicle all of his achievements in the areas of developing other leaders, motivating young people in their
education and career pursuits, his community activities, his passion for the welfare of the poor and needy, and the purchases he has
made on behalf of the organisation. Suffice it to say that his contribution and that of his wife Ileen to the development of the church is
immense and we shall ever be grateful to them for their faithful service and wish them every blessing for a long, healthy and peaceful
retirement.

Installation of Rev. Wayne and Michelle Brown - Willesden
(Contributed by Rev. Audrey Robb, Assistant Pastor)
April 2011 was a time of much anxiety and apprehension for the Willesden Church after the retirement of
Bishop and Sis. Lewinson, as we were losing such precious gems. We desired new leadership with vision,
a special passion for souls, vibrancy and unique energy in worship and a prophetic ministry in the Word to
take the church to another level.
Pastor Wayne and Sis Michelle Brown have now taken over the Pastorate of Willesden; the Church has
received this couple with open arms as they have brought warmth and much love along with their children
to Willesden. It is their humility and sincere commitment to the Ministry which has bridged the gap during the time of transition. We
have already experienced the dynamics of Pastor Wayne’s Worship, Teaching and Preaching Ministry. There has been an increase in
attendance to these weekly sessions. Sis Michelle serves with such poise and passion for Kingdom Building and has excellent skills and
giftings to be used in various ministries; their children are indeed delightful.
Willesden is ready to continue to grow and excel to its full potential; we have a new Shepherd who has the confidence and integrity to
lead us into healthy pastures which will strengthen the Body of Christ. We have a leader who has vision, a special passion for souls, he
most certainly has vibrancy and energy for worship and his gifts allow the prophetic ministry in the Word of God to be seen and taught.
Willesden is now moving to another level by God’s grace and mercy. We declare every blessing upon Pastor Wayne, Sis Michelle Brown
and Family.
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Affiliation of
New Mission
In September 2011 the Living God’s Church was officially affiliated with
the New Testament Church of God as a Mission. This congregation is
based in Leicester and is committed to all the rulings of the Church of
God. They affirm their position as a Christian, Pentecostal organisation
whose foundations are based on the principles outlined in the Holy Bible.
Bishop Jonas Martinson is the Founder/Pastor of this Church which has branches in the UK, Ghana and South Africa. Living God’s Church
works with the Churches Together in Leicester and is a driving force for mentoring, employment and health-related matters in the
community. This is evidenced by their involvement in the Steering Committee of the Global Working Group on Faith dealing with HIV/
AIDS, the mentoring of young people and the building company which provides employment for some of its members.
We welcome Bishop Martinson, his wife Sis. Judith, their 4 children and the members of the Living God’s Church to the NTCG family and
look forward to a long and mutually beneficial association as we work together to advance the Kingdom of God.

Promotion to the Rank of Ordained Bishop
We celebrate the promotion of the following ministers who have in the last 18 months been
promoted to the rank of Ordained Bishop within the Church of God:
Please bear these men of God in your prayers as they continue to strive for
excellence in the work of the Kingdom.

Rev. Wayne Brown

Rev. Malcolm Cummins

Rev. Lincoln Davis

Rev. Marcell Fullwood

Rev. Claion Grandison

Rev. Ruben King

Rev. Richard Jones

Rev. Jonas Martinson

Rev. Barrington Mullings

Rev. Graham Owen

Rev. Paul Thomas

Rev. Samuel Thompson
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In Loving Memory of …
Rev. Burchell M. Crawford
(14 April 1933 – 13 Sept 2010)
Rev. Burchell M. Crawford was an early member of the
Oldbury Church where he got saved and served in the
church in various roles including Deacon, before being
credentialed as a Minister in the Church of God.
He was a very friendly, outgoing, people-person and
these qualities served him well in his first pastoral
appointment at the Chippenham Church. Due to the
long distance he had to travel, his term at Chippenham
was relatively short and he was soon transferred to
the Walsall Church where he faithfully served until he
retired to the sunny climbs of Jamaica.
Here he assisted in the ministry of the Morant Bay
NTCG until he became ill and returned to the UK for
treatment, but sadly succumbed to his illness on the
13th September 2010.
He is mourned by his wife, children and grandchildren;
however we rejoice in the knowledge that he fought a
good fight, he finished his course and he indeed kept
the faith. May his soul rest in peace and do remember
his family in your prayers.

Bishop Dr. Ronaldo O. Brown
(15 September 1936 – 26 December 2011 )
The National Leadership and
members of the New Testament
Church of God (England & Wales)
would like to pay special tribute
to the late Bishop Dr. Ronaldo O.
Brown who passed away on the 26th
December 2011 in Jamaica.
Dr. Brown was the National Overseer
for England & Wales from 1994 –
2002 and before that served as the Missionary Overseer for
West Ghana. He was often described as a gentle giant, and a
caring soul who loved people and loved his church.
A Memorial Service in his honour will be held later this year
and you will be notified of full details in the near future. The
next issue of RAP will also carry a more detailed account of his
life and ministry.
Please continue to pray for his widow Rev. Mrs. Phyllis Brown,
children Chris & Melonie and his extended family during this
sad time.

Sis. Joyce Gayle (Reading)
23 May 1937 – 18 February 2011
Sis. Joyce Gayle was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother. She was born in Barbados in 1937,
the third of eight children and came to live in the UK in 1962 where she studied nursing and later
midwifery. She found her calling in nursing; she loved caring for people and dedicated 49 years of
her life to the profession.
Joyce and Headley Gayle married in 1964 and the union produced two daughters and two
granddaughters. At this point, the granddaughters became her new found purpose in life - she
doted on them and they in turn adored their Nana.
Sis. Gayle’s professional training as a Nurse was not limited to the hospitals. During her 29 years
serving as District Women’s President for Luton and then Reading, she generously gave of herself by
extending her nursing skills to ministry within the church and community. She spearheaded projects which provided assistance
and support in marital issues, sexual health, care for the elderly and dietary advice for diabetics among other services.
She was known as a straight-talking, no-nonsense woman. Her sisters will tell you she was outspoken, persistent and
determined. However, she was also a woman of total compassion for others, humility and fair in her judgement.
Her husband Rev. Headley Gayle, describes her as the love of his life; a kind and generous woman who supported him in ministry
at every level with unselfish support. He said “Whenever there was a need for help, she would contribute without reservation;
in fact she lived the life of a true saint”.
We thank God for the life of Sis. Joyce Gayle and celebrate her memory with those who hold her so close to their hearts.
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Rev. Rema Brown
(22nd January 1945 – 12th May 2011)
The congregations of the New Testament Church of God in the
South West met on Friday, 27th May 2011, to celebrate the life of
Rev Rema Brown.
Rev Brown was born in Jamaica, West Indies and emigrated to join
her husband David in the 1960s. She was largely known for her
devotion to her family and her generous spirit, and amongst the
many tributes paid to her and her husband, that they would be
willing to release their last pound, if they knew the person was in
greater need.
Like many in the South West, Rev Brown and her late husband were
keen producers of organic produce which included both flowers and
vegetables, which would produce a crop for harvest services.
A great passion for Rev Brown and her late husband was the theory
and practice of evangelism and helped in the development of
various works across the south west, and more recently the work in
Melksham, situated between Chippenham and Trowbridge.
In a celebration service commemorating the life of Rev Brown, a
fitting tribute was paid by her niece Sam who ministered that
beloved Song, ‘We Shall Behold him’. The Word was given by Dr Eric
Brown, Administrative Bishop who reminded the congregation of
“The Life between two periods of Nakedness”
Rev Brown, who had been suffering from the effects of several
strokes in recent years, is survived by her son Robert Brown, and
the Christie, Hall and Barnes families.

Sis. Ridel Grant-Bailey
Sis. Grant-Bailey was the wife of the late Rev. Eric
Bailey (brother of Rev. Levi Bailey) who pastored
the Nuneaton Church over 18 years ago. Rev. Bailey
had a passion to see the church in Nuneaton own
its own building and he worked diligently in pursuit
of this vision. Upon his passing, his widow – Sis.
Ridel Bailey – made it her life’s mission to support
the ministry of the church and to see the building
purchased.
The former pastor, Rev. Iveth Reid, succeeded in
bringing this vision to fruition and it was Sis. Bailey’s
prayer to God that she would not be taken from this
earth until the building was mortgage-free. The
Nuneaton Church paid off their mortgage in 2011
and three days prior to her passing, Sis. Bailey’s final
words to her Pastor, Rev. Paul Grey, were “Pastor,
the church is paid for, morning is broken and I am
ready to go home.”
We celebrate the life of Sis. Grant-Bailey and are
thankful that God honoured her request to see her
husband’s vision come true. Please remember to
keep her family in your prayers.

Mrs. Melzetha Allen (wife of Rev. Herman Allen)
16 May 1941 to 21 April 2011
Sis. Melzetha Allen was born in Jamaica, the youngest of 12 children. She was raised in a Christian household and was sold out
for Christ from the age of 15 years.
Jacqui Allen (on behalf of the family) says:
“A mother to so many, a friend and confidant to others yet she was careful to ensure she always had time for her family. She
held a number of roles within the church over the years including Sunday School Teacher, Women’s Ministries President, Choir
member and Soloist. In her younger years sang in National Conventions (what I would give to have seen that).
My mother and father presented a true example of how a good marriage should be. They were the best of friends. She fulfilled
her role as a minister’s wife with grace, and was a tower of strength to my father. Her motto was ‘whatever you do for Christ, do
it to the best of your ability’, and she certainly did that!
She leaves a devoted husband, 5 children Pauline, Dorothy, Errol, Jacqui and Nicole and 8 adoring grandchildren. We love and
miss her so much, but she has left a seed in our hearts that will continue to grow. We will always hold on to her words “cheer up
and in trust in the Lord, it will be alright’”.

Michael Mitchell (26 July 1966 – 25 August 2011)
In September 2011 we said our final farewell to our late brother Michael Mitchell, who
succumbed to his illness after several years of suffering. Michael was a larger than life
character who exuded confidence in everything he did and as a consequence impacted
people in all strata of the Church and society.
Michael was a businessman, an Evangelist, an accomplished musician, a mentor and
encourager, an energetic worshipper – a good man who stood with others in the pursuit
of their dreams. He was a Preacher’s Kid who loved the Church and supported it in all
aspects of its work. He endeared himself to us all and he will be greatly missed.
Please remember the Mitchell family in your prayers during this time of bereavement.
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Church Amalgamation
Leicester & Agape NTCG
Upon the resignation of Bishop George Beason from the pastorate of the Leicester
Church, it was decided to amalgamate the Melbourne Road and the Agape
Branches and to appoint the Revd. Joel Haye as pastor of the church and as District
Overseer for Leicester. Paulene Haye was appointed as District Women’s President.
After several weeks of consultation and planning, both branches came together
on Saturday, 26th November for the formal Service of Amalgamation, Induction
of Pastor, Commission of District Women’s President and new Church & Pastor’s
Council. The Administrative Bishop and Bishop George Beason officiated with Dr.
Issachar Lewinson giving the main address.
For Joel, Paulene and family this was a homecoming service. Responding to God’s
call on their lives and with the blessings of the former Overseer, Bishop Ron Brown,
they moved out to plant the Agape Fellowship which in its time has reached
hundreds of people, especially university and college students with the message of God’s love. The new group now comprises a good
mixture of adults and young people with a wide range of ministry gifts including musicians and technicians with excellent resources to do
the work of the Lord.
Bishop George Beason and his wife Blossom have been instrumental in cultivating good relationship between themselves, the Hayes
and the two branches which resulted in the smooth transition which took place. The work and the support of the District Ministers and
Auxiliary Heads were also pivotal in the process, for which we are most appreciative.
This is a ‘marriage’ and as such issues will emerge which were not quite apparent during ‘courtship’, but with love and a willingness to
work at them, success will come.

Young Ministers’ Forum
The 2011 Forum was one of our most memorable on account of the topics which were addressed, the speakers, the times of
interaction and fellowship we shared.

We were blessed to have the Revd. Terrance Caine, National
Evangelism Director, who spoke to the young ministers on
the topic ‘Winners, Wingers and Workers’. He called on
ministers to remember why they were called to ministry. He
also pointed out the difference between those who achieve
their purpose by working and therefore winning, versus
those who spend their life winging about everyday struggles
and end up not achieving their full purpose in ministry.
Rev. Mrs. Esmie Hall, Pastor of our Elephant & Castle branch,
is a veteran in the field of pastoral work and has achieved
much in her ministry through sheer determination, faith
and persistence. She addressed ministers in a very practical,
down-to-earth manner about “Knowing Yourself”. She
reminded the forum that those who don’t know themselves,
are not equipped to lead others and therefore can be easily
led astray.

forum on matters affecting the lives of ministers. The Administrative
Bishop rounded off the day by educating the young ministers about the
history of the Church in the United Kingdom.

Seasoned veterans such as Bishops Winston Willis, Levi
Bailey and Rudolph Parkinson also drew from their vast life
and ministerial experiences to share life values with the

The next Young Ministers’ Forum is scheduled for the 19th May
2012 and we look forward to an even greater time of fellowship and
impartation with the future generations of Kingdom generals.
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National Ministers’ Conference (September 2011)
National Ministers’ Conference is definitely not my favourite
events in the church’s calendar. Roberts Rules of Order, Motions,
Amendments to Motions, Points of Order, Privilege Questions etc
is a maze I don’t like negotiating. If you get it wrong, you go home
feeling miserable but when you get it right, there is always a sense
of fulfilment.
The 2011 conference was full of it, but by God’s grace we came
through with some positive decisions including:
•
•

•
•

 ommitment for the financial support of the Education &
C
Training Department
Decision regarding Corporate Insurance for the Church

The Conference received reports from the six department heads
and were encouraged by the progress made by each and the
commitment of each Director to the department they lead.
I think we got it right this year, not only because of the points
listed above, but by the fact that practically all who attended
stayed to the end, and still found time to have fellowship with one
another. They left with positive vibes about the direction in which
their church is moving.

The election of new ‘youngish’ National Executive Council.
Proposal for the utilisation of the gifts and experience of
Retired Ministers

Welcome Service for Jamaican High Commissioner
His Excellency, the Hon. Anthony Johnson
On the 11th July 2010, the New Testament
Church of God (NTCG) and Church of God
of Prophecy (COGOP) jointly hosted a
Welcome Service for the newly appointed
High Commissioner for Jamaica, His
Excellency, the Hon. Anthony Johnson, his
wife Mrs. Pamella Johnson and the staff at
the Jamaican High Commission.
The service was held at the Lee NTCG and
was very well supported by members of
the National Executive Councils of both
churches, ministers and members. We
were also privileged to be joined by the
Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock and
his wife, along with staff from the Jamaica
National Building Society, UK.
Bishop Wilton Powell, National Overseer
for COGOP opened with a Statement of
Purpose and reaffirmed that the Joint
Working Partnership between NTCG
and COGOP would work enthusiastically

with the High Commission through
ecclesiastical and social enterprising
vehicles to ensure that the blessing of the
Lord will direct the affairs over the nation,
Jamaica.
Bishop Eric Brown delivered an apt
sermon in which he brought to mind
the famous book ‘A Tale of Two Cities’
published by Charles Dickens on the 11
July 1859. The book described life in post
revolutionary France and Great Britain
where the rich and the powerful used
power for their own advantage at the
expense of the poor and the marginalized.
On the 11 July 1960, 151 years later,
Harper Lee published her world famous
book “To Kill a Mocking Bird” which
painted a picture of prejudice and the
struggle for racial justice in deep South
America. Bishop Brown noted that it was
no coincidence that on the 11th July 2010
(50 years later) our two churches joined
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together to pray over similar struggles in
Jamaica and for an end to the violence
and that the diversity of the peoples
would be replaced by unity.
Mr. Johnson is a Jamaican of great
distinction with a professional career
spanning a period of 53 years during
which time he has gained a wealth of
knowledge and experience which augurs
well for a successful term in office as High
Commissioner for Jamaica.
It is our prayer that his diplomatic and
intellectual skills will be undergirded by
a firm faith in the Almighty God and that
like Mordecai it will be said of him, “… you
are great among your people and in favour
with his many kingsmen, one who sought
the good of his people and one who
spoke for the welfare of his whole nation”.
[Esther 10:3]

EVENTS

Big Move National Convention 2011
(Photos by Eric Francis)

This year’s convention is undoubtedly one
of the best we have had in recent years.
We convened under the theme “Sustaining
Spiritual Renewal” and our guest speakers
were the Revd. Dr. Fedlyn Beason (pictured
above) and International Evangelist, Bishop
Jonathan Ziegler (pictured right). They, along
with Administrative Bishop Brown, expounded
God’s word with clarity and exceptional
anointing. Among the outstanding features
of this convention were the presentations by
Bishop Dr. Joe Aldred which chronicled the
400-year history of the King James version of
the Bible; the workshops co-ordinated by Rev.
Phyllis Thompson; the presentation on “The
Power Behind the Music” by Steve Campbell;
the regional choir under the leadership of Ron
Jones backed by music under the direction of
Mark Willis and the anointed singing by our
own dynamic psalmist, Janine Dyer.
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Plans for
National
Convention 2012
The date for the 2012 Big Move National
Convention is being brought forward to the 13th –
15th July on account of the International General
Assembly being held at the end of July (our
original dates). Detailed plans for the convention
will be posted on our website
www.ntcg.org.uk early in the New Year and
delegates are encouraged to book early in order
to secure the best rates at hotels, early bird
registration etc. The Convention will be held at
the Bethel Convention Centre in West Bromwich
and we plan to have a great line up of Bible
readers, Preachers and Psalmists. Make sure you
don’t miss it!

The convention was undergirded by prayer
under the leadership of Bishop Levi Bailey
and Evangelist Sharon Miller. The altar
appeals were exceptional, as a result of
which souls were saved and baptised in the
Holy Spirit; whilst others were healed and
found answers to their pressing questions.
It is our belief that all leaders and delegates
returned to their respective churches
charged by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and leaders at the national level are
especially glad because all of our financial
commitments for the convention were fully
met – praise the Lord!!
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Pastors & Key Leaders’ Conference:
- National Ministers’ Summit
For 2012, we have decided to take a new approach in delivering
the Pastors & Key Leaders’ Conference. This new model will
see the training of credentialed ministers and their spouses
being done on Saturday, 18th February 2012 at the Handsworth
Church. In effect this will be a Ministers’ Summit, as we will be
dealing specifically with issues relating to ministers.

The training of other key leaders (i.e. youth, men, women etc)
will be done at district/regional levels. It is our belief that these
changes will have positive benefits, not least in easing the
financial pressure on the church nationally and locally.

New Testament Church of God
NATIONAL MINISTERS’ SUMMIT
Saturday, 18 February 2012
Registration 9:00 a.m. | Starts 10:00 a.m. | Ends 5:30 p.m.

“In Pursuit of Excellence”

A summit for Credentialed Ministers & Spouses, getting to the heart of matters
such as:
l

Integrity in Ministry (Acts 24:16 | Psalm 101:2-3)
(Personal, domestic, ministerial & financial)

l

Building a Church vs. Growing a Church (2 Timothy 2:16 | Galatians 4:19)
(Exploring the Minister’s relationship with God, with family, the congregation & the community)

l

Managing my Money/Controlling my Future
(Investments | Pensions | Wills)

l

Family Life (Spousal Issues)
(Investments | Pensions | Wills)

Venue: New Testament Church of God
240 – 244 Lozells Road
Handsworth, Birmingham B19 1NP

Register online at www.ntcg.org.uk
Email: bigmove@ntcg.org.uk or call 01604 824 222
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Marriage Enrichment
Retreat
More than 20 couples attended our first National Marriage
Enrichment retreat held in September 2010 at the Marriott Hotel
in Northampton. Dr. G. Dennis McGuire, former Presiding Bishop
and his wife DeRosa, along with Administrative Bishop Brown and
his wife Millicent, were the main presenters.
In a relaxed atmosphere, delegates were able to reflect on factors
that have contributed to the success of their marriage. The topics
that were dealt with included:
•
•
•

Celebrating Oneness – Dr. & Mrs. McGuire
Making Good Marriages Better – Rev. John & Alison Jackson |
Rev. Andrew & Samantha Bailey
Marriage Blessings or Blisters – Bishop & Mrs. Eric & Millicent
Brown

On the Saturday night of the weekend we had our banquet with
after dinner speeches and comedy show hosted by the Rev.
Andrew Bailey and Rev. David Edwards. They had us in stitches.
The weekend was organised so that delegates had the Saturday
afternoon free to use the leisure facilities or do whatever they
wanted. The weekend concluded with the ministry of the Word
by Dr. G. Dennis McGuire, followed by delegates committing to a
marriage contract and a communication contract.

Marriage
Relationship
Money
Rest, Renewal & Reflections
Sex, Spirituality
This will be a 2-day event with the daytime sessions being held
in the Chapel of the Main Office and the evening session (with
banquet) at the nearby Park Inn hotel. The cost is £200 per
couple which will cover all costs for the full weekend.
For further information, or to register your interest, please contact
Leony Titus at leony.titus@ntcg.org.uk or telephone 01604 824
222 (extension 4).

So impacting was this weekend that we are doing it again on
the 21st to 22nd April 2012. We are calling it our “MR & MRS
Weekend”. Unashamedly we will discuss marriage in all of its
intricacies:
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Edmonton Church acquires
new building
After years of seeking, the Edmonton Church, under the able leadership of Bishop
Trevor Smith, was successful in purchasing a building to accommodate its ever
growing congregation.
This £1.5million property is in need of reconstruction to convert it into a sanctuary
and recreation facilities, and the present challenge is negotiating the various planning
obstacles before this can be a reality.
In 1998 Bishop Smith assumed the pastorate of this small congregation of just over
30 active members. With vision, devotion to duty, astute financial management
and investment, the congregation now has a membership of 518, thus enabling this
project to be possible. We congratulate Bishop Smith and his wife Diana, and indeed
all the brethren of the Edmonton NTCG. We wish them every success in the ongoing
development of this project.

Overstone
For the past two years we have
been marketing the Overstone
property with two purposes in
mind: - to see if there are any
interested parties who would
have the means to restore the
building in line with English
Heritage requirements and
as part of our strategy in our
negotiations with the local
planning authority. The only
interest we have received in
terms of purchase was for a price
far below the current market
value. The property is still being
marketed but we hold out no
hope of finding a purchaser soon,
and so before long we will be
back in dialogue with the local
authorities.

Deptford
In 2009, we reported on the renovation work which was due to
commence on the Deptford Church. We are delighted to say that, thanks
to the leadership of Bishop Deverton Douglas and his members, the work
is now completed to a very high standard with ample facilities for the
various ministries of the Church.
It was not done without overcoming some difficulties, but by God’s grace
we overcame them and the scene is now set for the Deptford Church to
pursue the vision they have for the community in which they serve.
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Haiti Appeal
Pictures of the devastating earthquake which struck Haiti in
January 2010 are still etched in our memories; but these images
can only convey a small portion of the destruction to lives and
communities caused by the earthquake. It was my privilege to
visit the island with the Bishop Dr. Fedlyn Beason, Caribbean
Field Director and Dr. Barrington Brown, Island Overseer for
Jamaica and the Caymans. I found it difficult to put into words
the scenes of acres upon acres of land filled with plastic tents
housing tens of thousands of people, coping with the meanest
of facilities. At the height of the crises, it is said that over 6000
camped on the grounds of the Church of God Headquarters.
Our own church raised over £55,000 towards the disaster

appeal. A portion of this was sent to relieve the needs of
members of the Church of God in Haiti; £10,000 was sent to the
World Missions and the balance of funds has been designated to
assist in the rebuilding of a Church with nursery/primary school
facilities. This is being administered by the Caribbean Field
Director’s Office. Worldwide, the Church of God raised over
US$2.5 million and has a dedicated team of builders and workers
assisting in the reconstruction of Haiti. Let us continue to pray
for the resilient people of Haiti and that the global economic
recession will not prevent the international community from
fulfilling their pledge to support.

GENERAL
We would like to take time out to celebrate the achievements of two of the many children of NTCG who are making great strides in the
field of education.
Michael Rose-Hartwell, after gaining 10 GCSEs at Addey and Stanhope School, studied Aerospace Engineering
at Hertfordshire University and gained a 2:1 degree. Michael will be attending Queen Mary University of
London to study for his Masters in Aerospace Engineering. He is also a keen football player and plays the
guitar.
Safiya Rose-Hartwell gained 15 GCSEs at Addey and Stanhope School – 13 at
A* grades, 1 at A grade and 1 with an AA double award. Her subjects range
from all the sciences to English, Mathematics, Religious Education, History, ICT
and Citizenship. Safiya is now at 6th Form College and is studying sciences and
mathematics at A Level.
Michael & Safiya are keen musicians and attend the Deptford New Testament Church of God, along with their
mother Loy Hartwell. Please remember to keep them both in our prayers.
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Education & Training

Rev. Phyllis
Thompson,
Education
Director

The Makings of our Heritage Centre
A unique collection of research material (i.e., books, Videos,
research papers, audio-visuals, tapes, etc) on the Black Majority
Churches (BMCs) in England is located at the Leadership Training
Centre in Northampton. The research material, spanning 19721992, was donated to the BMCs via the New Testament Church
of God by Dr Roswith Gerloff. She has produced some influential
work on the social, cultural and missiological significance of the
African Caribbean Diaspora contribution to the Christian Faith in
England.
In addition to these archival assets, we include research and
other resource created by members of the New Testament
Church of God and other Pentecostals about our history and
ministry. Through theological, cultural and learning partnerships
we are seeking to develop this collection of prized material into
a specialist heritage library and make it accessible especially to
members of the BMCs and the other faith-based communities,
researchers and scholars and the wider society.
In the words of three supporters:
“We believe that in the long term, the archive will provide a
valuable resource for academic researches as well as for members
of the Church and general public.”
Prof Jon Stobart, the University of Northampton

“This is indeed a unique collection
and is of considerable value. It covers
a period of history that needs to be
preserved and without this collection
is in danger of being lost. I myself
have benefited from Dr Gerloff’s
research and her unparalleled
insight into the development of black
Pentecostal Churches and their particular relevance to the British
situation.”
Dr Clifford Hill, the Centre for Contemporary Ministry
“To the best of my knowledge, there is nowhere in the country
that hosts comparative material relating to the development
of the BMCs and Black Christianity in general. I expect that the
Roswith Gerloff Archive will build upon the resource currently
owned by them by collecting and bringing into one place other
books, research papers, tapes and DVDs that together add up to
an excellent research centre and a place for the preservation of
cultural memory for and about the Black Christian community in
Britain.”
Bishop Dr Joe Aldred, Churches Together in England

Request for Volunteers
We have established a working group of volunteers to help take this agenda forward. If you are interested in history or have the
specialism or the technical expertise to make a contribution or wish to use and develop your skills in research, archival and conservation
through this project, please contact Rev Phyllis Thompson at phyllis.thompson@ntcg.org.uk .
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The Oliver Lyseight Annual Lecture Series

Challenges of Black Pentecostal Leadership in the
21st Century

The final theme in our series of five lectures could not have been more pertinent. When
considered within the context of our overall focus ‘Challenges of Black Pentecostal
Leadership in the 21st Century’, the topic presents a significant degree of concern but also
provides a signpost to opportunities for our mission and ministry.

The 2012 Annual Oliver Lyseight lecture will be held on
Saturday 4th February 12:30-3:30pm
at the Leadership Training Centre.
Carver Anderson has over 30 years experience in the field of social, community, youth work, counselling and
training, both at practitioner, operational and management levels within the statutory, voluntary and
community sectors. He has been active within church life locally, regionally and occupied the role previously
of National Director of Youth and Christian Education for the New Testament Church Of God. In
his role he was able to minister and teach regarding issues surrounding youth development and
empowerment in Africa, Jamaica, Europe, USA and across the UK. He is co-founder of two
key organisations, Shalom Consultancy and Counselling Practice, an organisation that
empowers individuals, families and organisations through mediation, counselling, training and collaborative
partnerships. He is also the co-founder of the Bringing Hope Charity. The aim of this Charity is to see the
positive, sustainable, transformation and reformation of lives and communities directly and indirectly
impacted by violent crime and antisocial behaviour. It is within this capacity that Carver has worked at grass
roots level, with some of the most marginalised individuals and families in some of the UK cities, in particular
engaging young people considered to be at risk of being involved in drugs, violence, antisocial behaviour
and gang related issues. Carver is presently involved in completing a PhD in Theology, researching issues
associated with Pentecostal Spirituality and its capacity to influence the desistance and rehabilitation of
Young People impacted by anti social behaviour and gang affiliated lifestyle.

To reserve a place at the annual lecture at cost of £15.00, contact the Leadership
Training Centre or visit: http://www.ntcg.org.uk/education/AnnualLecture.stm
2011: Women in Leadership by Dr Elaine Storkey
2010: Pentecostal Hermeneutics by Rev Ruthlyn Bradshaw
2009: Moving Beyond Maintenance to Mission by Dr Robert Beckford
2008: Inaugural Address by Bishop Dr Joe Aldred

Copies of the lectures are available from the Leadership Training Centre.
NTCG Leadership Training Centre, 1-3 Horseshoe Street, Northampton, NN1 1TB
Tel: 01604 824233/8
Email: education@ntcg.org.uk
Website: www.ntcg.org.uk/education
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From the Office of the National
Secretary/Treasurer
National Training Weekend for Pastors/Treasurers/
Secretaries 13-14 April 2012
The New Testament Church of God falls into the category of a
medium to large charity organisation. Charities in this group have
an annual income of £8 million plus and are required to produce
their annual return under SORP 2005 (Statement of Recommended
Practice). These charities are scrutinized more rigorously than
smaller charities.

a result of this, the demand for this training programme is very
high, to the extent that in 2010 we had an attendance of 182, in
2011 it was 175 and we would anticipate around the same number
for the Seminar which will be held from 13-14 April 2012. I would
encourage delegates to the 2012 Conference to book early, as soon
as you receive the registration details.

The Pastors/Treasurers/Secretaries’ Seminar is designed to enable
local Churches to be better prepared to submit their financial and
statistical returns to the National Office. These returns are then
used to prepare the audited accounts for Companies House and
the Charity Commission; therefore these reports must be accurate.

Despite experiencing one of the worst recessions, the local
Churches are still financially viable and continue to support the
work of the National Church. Having produced the draft accounts
for the 2010 audit, both National Westminster and Barclays Bank
Relationship Managers expressed their satisfaction regarding the
2010 report.

During the Pastors/Treasurers/Secretaries’ training weekend, the
National Church engages various professionals such as bankers,
people skilled in Governance, HMRC, Auditors, Solicitors, and a Gift
Aid Specialist etc as presenters.
As a result of this training programme we have seen a significant
improvement in the standard of the returns to the National Office.
However, because most of the individuals doing this work are
volunteers, we do see quite a significant turnover in this area. As

I would like to acknowledge the work of all of our volunteers and
to thank each one of you for the sacrifices you have made over the
years. Without the giving of your time and talent to the Church, we
would find it very difficult, if not impossible, as an Organisation to
carry out the various functions of the Church.
Bishop Donald Bolt
National Secretary/Treasurer (England and Wales)

National Women’s Ministries
Over the years the Department of Women’s Ministries has been
blessed with people who have given support to its programmes
and activities though a variety of means. Unwavering support
has come through steadfast and fervent prayers, committed and
faithful giving, excellence in leadership and physical presence at
events.
I have been blessed with a wonderful team of women who serve on
the Executive Board and whose support is invaluable. In addition
there are women around the country serving in different capacities
who delight in giving credible input to this ministry. It is particularly
encouraging to see the number of younger women who have been
engrafted into leadership in this ministry.
Our Women’s Empowerment Conference held from 30th September
to 2nd October 2011 under the theme “Planted in Christ”, was a
dynamic source of renewal, enrichment and empowerment. We
were showered with the glorious presence of God in our Morning
Glory sessions, our teachings sessions, our workshops and our
celebratory evening worship, which included amazing testimonies
from our Sisters of the power of prayer and steadfast faith. Women
left the Conference with a sense of knowing that as long as they
remained planted in God “nothing will make them afraid”.
It was a wonderful and
celebratory moment when,
during the Conference our
Chair for SHAPE (Supporting
and Helping [young women]
Achieve Potential through
Education),
Sister
Fay

Robinson, held up keys to the
property we have now acquired.
The acquisition of this property was
nothing short of a miracle and we
are extremely grateful to the civic
and community leaders who helped
to make this purchase possible.
On behalf of the SHAPE Committee,
I wish to extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation to our SHAPE
Partners whose faithfulness in giving will be abundantly rewarded,
our women who have worked so hard to ensure that vulnerable
women will be helped to wholeness, our Administrative Bishop,
National Executive Council, pastors and indeed all our brothers
who have supported us along the journey.
I wish to encourage every woman to unite with your leaders in your
various areas to tear down the plans of Satan and to build up the
Kingdom of God. Our achievement together has been great, but
we must ensure that the legacy we leave to those following in our
footsteps is not only one of bricks and mortar (though valuable
these are) but let it be instead the investment that we have made
in people - people of all races and cultures - particularly those
people whose only example of Christ is us. In addition let us strive
to build the Kingdom by ensuring that new leaders are constantly
emerging and finding fulfilment in service. We are part of a great
Church whose only war is with the enemy.
I trust you will continue to experience God’s peace in every area
of your life.
Mrs Millicent Brown, Director of Women’s Ministries

32

NTCG Youth and Christian
Education Department
Project 2013 - YCE UK Chronicles

The Youth and Christian Education Department is very excited about
its Golden Anniversary National Youth and Christian Education
Convention that is scheduled to take place from 3rd – 5th May 2013.
To commemorate what is expected to be a celebratory and historic
50th Convention, the Department has begun to collate information
to put together a booklet/DVD/time capsule to capture the first 50
years of its existence.
How to get involved
If you have any of the following from yesteryear, here is what we
would like you to do:
•

•
•

•

Convention and other printed programmes – send a
scanned document (PDF, 150 dpi) or photocopy to us (an
example can be downloaded from www.project2013.org.
uk);
Photographs – send a scan (200 dpi) or photocopy to us
(also provide detail about the image, date, place, people,
etc);
Personally produced and owned video footage or audio
recordings – send a copy on DVD/CD to us with details
about the recording. Alternatively, call the office if you
are not able to convert it;
Memorable moments and anecdotes from conventions,
KIT, National Youth Talent, etc – email or write to us.

Historical Background
The New Testament Church of God (NTCG) in England held its first
public service at the YMCA Hall, Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton,
the morning of Sunday 6th September 1953 under the direction of
Bishop Oliver A. Lyseight and Bishop Herman D. Brown. It is reported
that on the evening of the same day, Bishop G. A. Johnson, Revd
Enos Gordon and other believers began a fellowship in Handsworth,
Birmingham. Contact was made between the two groups and the
Handsworth fellowship was visited by Bishop Lyseight. Almost two
years on, after joining over 30,000 attendees from 34 countries at
the Pentecostal World Conference in Stockholm, Sweden (13th – 20th
June 1955), the then Executive Secretary of World Missions, Revd
Paul H. Walker visited England and established the Wolverhampton
(25 members) and Handsworth (40 members) churches as the first
two NTCG congregations in the UK on Saturday 18th June 1955.

We would like to prevent being inundated with the same items,
so before sending anything we would greatly appreciate it if
you would firstly inform us of what you have. You may also visit
www.project2013.org.uk to find out what has already been
submitted and what in particular we are still looking for.
Please include your name and contact details with all submissions.
We cannot guarantee that your submission will be returned to you,
so send copies rather than originals unless requested.
The Youth and CE Department’s contact details are as follows:
Email: project2013@ntcg.org.uk
Website: www.project2013.org.uk
Telephone: 01604 824 220 Fax: 01604 824 242
Postal Address: Project 2013, NTCG Youth and CE Department,
3 Cheyne Walk, Northampton, NN1 5PT, England.

Saturday 18th June 1955 – Revd Paul H. Walker with some of the
founding members of the
New Testament Church of God UK
(Left to right: Deacon Beresford Bucknor, Deacon Lambert George
Garwood, Bishop Jeremiah McIntyre, Bishop John Bryan, Bishop Herman
Darius Brown, Revd Paul H. Walker, Revd Leonard Wesley Monfries,
Bishop Oliver Augustus Lyseight, Revd Gilbert S. Peddie,
Brother Cyprian Dundas)
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NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
NTCG England and Wales
National Overseers (Administrative Bishops)
Bishop Oliver A. Lyseight

1953 – 1978

Bishop Jeremiah McIntyre

1978 – 1984

Bishop Selwyn E. Arnold

1984 – 1994

Bishop Ronaldo O. Brown

1994 – 2002

Bishop Eric A. Brown

2002 – Present

National Youth and CE Department Facts
The church placed a strong emphasis on active youth ministry from its outset. It appointed Revd Jeremiah McIntyre as the National Director
of the Young People’s Endeavour (YPE) cc 1960, whilst Revd Enos Gordon served as the National Director of the Sunday School up until
1961. These two departments were merged in 1961 to form the National Department of Youth and Christian Education.

NTCG England and Wales
National (State) Youth and Christian Education Directors
Revd Selwyn E. Arnold

Jul 1960 – 1966

During this period he also served as the National Secretary

Revd Winston A. Bucknor

1966 – 1970

He also served as the National Secretary until 1972

Revd Ira V. Brooks

1970 – 1975

Revd Rudolph H. Parkinson

1975 – 1983

Revd Eric A. Brown

1983 – 1991

Revd Derek A. Webley

1991 – 1997

Revd Carver L. Anderson

1997 – 2003

Revd Ruben S. King

Aug 2004 – Present

The First National Youth and CE Convention
The first National Youth and CE Convention took place over an Easter weekend in a Coventry school hall from Saturday 13th – Monday 15th
April 1963. An offering of £114.00 was raised in this convention to start the first Bible School (Ebenezer Bible Institute - EBI) that opened
in 1964 with five day students and six part-time evening students, under the leadership of Bishop G. Fitzwarren Barnes. This was the first
Bible School in the UK to serve West Indians that was not initiated by foreign missionaries.
As the saying goes, “The rest is history.” Our history. A rich and fascinating heritage that we must
collate, catalogue and preserve for this digital age. May I encourage your continued prayers and
support for the Youth and CE Department and for Project 2013 as we, by God’s grace, approach
our 50th National Youth and CE Convention.
Revd Ruben King, National Director of Youth and Christian Education
References
From Scepticism to Hope by Rev Dr Selwyn E Arnold Sr, Xulon Press, 2010, page 33.
Like a Mighty Army by Charles W. Conn, Pathway Press, 1977, pages 296, 297.
NTCG National Youth and CE Department – Silver Jubilee Convention Brochure 1988, pages 4, 5, 8, 10, 12.
Telling the Story by David Michel, Pathway Press, 2000, page 60.
Suvartha, www.suvarthamagazine.org/kjsamuel.html, chapter 12.
Church of God World Missions, www.cogwm.org/index.php?option=com_contentandtask=viewandid=3130andItemid=

National Youth and Christian Education Convention 1984 at De Montfort Hall, Leicester, England
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National Men’s
Ministries (LifeBuilders)
Rev. Alex Gordon (Former Director)
In December 2010, the Revd. Alex Gordon resigned as National Director of the LifeBuilder’s Ministry,
having successfully completed two terms of office. Alex assumed the role with a determination and
passion to transform the Men’s Ministries into one where men would have a strong sense of God’s call
on their lives, and a heightened understanding of their responsibility in their homes, the Church and the
community. Also to develop in them a commitment to invest into the lives of the next generation.
To achieve his objectives, the conferences and seminars were reformatted to take on a business approach,
and topics and presenters were engaged to speak into the lives of men. Coming from a business/
professional background, Alex approached ministry in that light, believing that the empowerment of men
is not only about their spiritual lives, but also their education, economic and social lives.
His Boyz2Men programme is perhaps one of his most innovative. This programme is for boys aged 14 – 17
who are taken to camps where they are taught life skills, how to live the Christian life and how to cultivate
those virtues that will guarantee their success in life.
Alex succeeded – perhaps not to the extent he wanted – but has left the men more confident about themselves, their ministry and about
their place in the church and society. We are thankful to Alex and wish him every success in his ministry and business pursuits.
Rev. Steve Lawrence – Former National Secretary/Treasurer to the LifeBuilder’s Ministries
Rev. Steve Lawrence also resigned his post as National Men’s Secretary to devote more time to his
local church at Lee where he now serves as Church Treasurer. Steve had spent over 20 years in the
LifeBuilder’s Ministries serving in local, district and regional capacities and stood shoulder to shoulder
with Alex and their Board to drive the programmes they set for the ministry. He succeeded and has the
blessing of knowing that his four children have responded to God’s call and are baptised, active members
in the Lee Church. We thank Steve for his devotion to duty and wish him well in his ministry and career.

LifeBuilders – The Future
“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success” – Henry Ford
In June 2011, the Rev. David Perrin was inducted into the office as National Director to the LifeBuilder’s
Ministries. David and his wife Patricia were brought up in the Christian faith under the tutelage and
leadership of Bishop and Sis. Willis. David has hit the ground running and has set about strengthening
the ministry at national, regional, district and local levels. Already, he is making waves through his
communication strategy and the high standard he has set for the planning and delivery of their
programmes. If his first National Conference, held in November, is anything to go by the LifeBuilder’s
Ministries is destined for great things ahead.
David has a passion for inclusivity and is keen for every man in our church to see himself as absolutely
integral to the successful growth of the ministry. He is determined to see more young men take leadership
roles and one of the first appointments to the board was Nathan Hutchinson (NTCG Wolverhampton) as the
National Young Men’s Co-ordinator.
Winston Bucknor Jr aka Junior, a loyal member of the Erdington Church succeeded to the post of National
Secretary/Treasurer of the LifeBuilder’s Ministries. Junior has had a lifelong commitment to the Church
and has the skills and devotion to make a lasting impact in this work. David and the National Men’s
Ministries Board are approaching their task as a team effort and already they are making a difference. We
pray God’s blessings on them and their respective ministries.
Other new appointments to the board are David King (NTCG Handsworth), Andrew Swaby (NTCG
Willesden) and Mark Hanson (NTCG Huddersfield) who all bring a wealth of experience and new direction
to the department - however the National Treasurer role remains vacant.
In order to help improve communication and unify the national department, seven regions have been
formed, each with a Regional Director who sits on the national board and are responsible for the districts
within their appointed regions. Part of their role includes disseminating information to and working closely with the District Directors.
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The Regional Directors/Regions are:
Mark Hanson – The North: Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds
David King – The West Midlands: Bilston, Dudley, Handsworth, Highgate, Stoke, Wolverhampton
Vacancy – The East Midlands and Central: Nottingham, Leicester, Coventry  
Phil Ward – The South West: Gloucester, Bristol
Larry Thomas – The South: Aldershot, Reading, Luton
Andrew Swaby – North London: Clapton, Willesden, Wood Green
Robert Edwards – South London: Brixton, Deptford, Lee, West Croydon
In 2011 LifeBuilders held three regional and two national events, the most recent being the LifeBuilders’ National Men’s Conference
which was an overall success. The theme was “Destined to Prosper” and was effectively translated through the ministry of Bishop Eric
Brown, Rev David Shosanya, Bishop Jonathan Jackson, Joseph Jackson and Bruce Dyer with Rev David Perrin bringing a powerful word on
Sunday morning.
During the lead-time to the conference, LifeBuilders ran “Forty Days of Prayer” which included daily devotional contributions sent by
email. Contributions were from men up and down the country and even one from NTCG in Malawi! Such was the great feedback from
this that we have now implemented a LifeBuilders’ Weekly Devotion that is delivered direct to your email inbox.
In a bid to engage the younger
generation we included football coaching
and a 5-a-side tournament on the
Saturday afternoon which was run by
professional football coaches. The kids
thoroughly enjoyed this event and were
presented with certificates and trophies.
Other highlights of the weekend included
awesome praise and worship led by
Phil Gray and his team and the Unsung
Heroes Awards. We also gave recognition
to outgoing board members Bishop
Paul Thomas, Bishop Dalton Brown and
Charlie James MBE.
CDs/DVDs from the Conference may be
ordered by contacting the LifeBuilders
administration team at mmdadmin@
ntcg.org.uk.

Do you have ideas and/or skills that you feel can benefit LifeBuilders move forward and break new ground? If so we want to hear
from you! It is vital that we are able to maintain contact with you. Please make it a priority to join our email list (send us an email
and we will add you) or join our SMS list by texting BEEP LIFE to 07786 202240.
t: 01902 213398 | e: mmdadmin@ntcg.org.uk | w: www.lifebuilders.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lifebuilders | Twitter: www.twitter.com/LifeBuildersUK
Our offices have relocated to
LifeBuilders Admin Office, New Trust Centre, 1 Wolverhampton Rd, Heathtown, Wolverhampton WV10 0PD.
Upcoming Events:

• LifeBuilders National Days of Fasting and Prayer
	Thursday 29 March 2012 | Friday 27 July 2012 | Friday 26
October 2012
•

LifeBuilders’ Business Meeting
Sat 31 March 2012 @NTCG Wolverhampton

•

“ARISE” – National Men-Only Event
(Workshops | Worship | Games | Competitions and
more)
Topics include: Business | Education | Community | Sex
Sat 31 March 2012 @NTCG Wolverhampton

•

BoyzIIMen Summer Camp
Cliff College (Peak District) 20-24 August 2012

•

LifeBuilders National Men’s Conference
2-4 November 2012 (venue TBC)

Please visit our website at www.ntcg.org.uk/men for full details of these events.
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Single Adult Ministry (SAM)
Photo: Aldo Delaney
Photo description: David King (National SAM Co-ordinator speaking at a panel
discussion on dating during Nottingham’s SAM weekend in November 2011
The Single Adult Ministry has continued to make steady progress in various parts of
the country, despite half of the board members getting married in the past 2½ years.
Yes, indeed! Andrew Thompson, Derrick Neufville and Sonia Grant née Byfield,
have each found the love of their life – praise the Lord! Yet, all have remained on
the board, their passion for SAM not waning because of marriage. The board also
welcomed a new member in November - Beverley Lawrence, Singles Co-ordinator for
Leeds, who will strengthen the board’s representation in the north.
An encouraging feature of the ministry in 2011, was that major events were initiated
by Pastors - the national board being called on simply to support, advise and
contribute. The first was West Croydon district, who held their first Singles Seminar
on 25 June. Organised by Bishop Norman Gooden in liaison with the national board
- David King and Sonia Grant were invited to give talks, facilitate workshops and
respond to questions on the theme “Stemming the tide of involuntary singleness”.
Then, under the leadership of Bishop Paul Thomas, Nottingham district launched
their singles ministry (called Synergy) on 26 - 27 November with David King as guest
speaker. Organised by Elaine Edwards, their recently appointed SAM Co-ordinator,
the two-day event included a seminar, a social, a Sunday morning service and a panel
discussion in the evening on the thorny subject of dating. The responses from these
two first-time events, were an overwhelming sense that the events were timely,
answered a lot of questions and provided that uncommon encouragement tailored
to the single soul.
In other areas - Northampton and Handsworth once again held major SAM events in
2011; Gloucester launched their SAM 25 – 26 February 2012, and Ilford have plans
to start SAM in the near future. In 2012, it is anticipated that more churches will
engage with SAM and that soon there will be a SAM presence within each region of
the country.
Finally, we are pleased to announce, that a Caribbean Cruise for singles has been
planned by Bishop Daniel Vassell (former National SAM Coordinator for the USA), 12
– 17 November 2012, sailing from Florida. For more details, please see:
www.ntcg.org.uk/sam
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New Year Greetings from
some of our retired ministers…
We are delighted to receive messages from some of our retired ministers who continue to dedicate themselves to the service of the Lord
and though retired, are still very vibrant and dedicated to the furtherance of the Kingdom.

Sis. Rose Lyseight (Founding Mother)
What must I say? I say to the general church that for
the time that we are really living in, I just hope that
generally we focus on the return of Christ because the
signs are really depicting His return. We don’t know
when but we have to keep on working until then. We
are fully aware of what is happening universally and
as the body of Christ we should equip ourselves in
readiness ready for his return. All the best for 2012!

Rev. Ahira Lawrence (Reading)
Greetings from Bishop & Mother Lawrence.
Wishing you all God’s richest blessings for
this festive season and the rest of life. I
thank God for His sustaining grace that
keeps us going and we are still fighting the
good fight of faith. I mean to lay hold on
eternal life. We are not in active pastoral
work but we are still ministers of the
Gospel, standing on God’s promises waiting
to hear “Well done”. May you all be strong
in the Lord and the power of His might.
God bless you all.

Rev. Bertina Foster (Willesden)

Rev. Hilda Lynch (Long Eaton, Nottingham)
Greetings to the Bishop & family, the National Executive
Council and all the workers at the National Office.
Greetings also to my brethren and friends in the church.
I am so glad to still be a worker on the battle field of the
Lord with God as our helper. I know we are facing many
challenges and changes in our everyday lives, but God is
still on the throne and still in the business of leading us.
Let us not slack our riding, be strong in the knowledge that
God is always faithful to His word. Jesus said the field is
ripe and ready for harvest. Let us therefore continue to
pray one for another, walk together and continue in the
business of building His Kingdom. God bless and keep you.

Rev. Dr. Issachar Lewinson (Willesden)
Greetings to the household of faith. God has graciously brought us
through another year. May He grant us the wisdom to live in unity
and to do our utmost for Him. “Divisions pull down kingdoms
without foreign forces”. Moses was prepared to be blotted out
and he was able to lead Israel to the promise land. It was because
Paul was prepared to be accursed for his brethren according to
the flesh, that he was able to turn many from darkness to light.
It is when Zion travails that she brings forth children. No pain no
success! My wife joins me in wishing you a happy and prosperous
New Year.

So wonderful to know we’ve just ended the old year
and now entering a new one. My brothers and sisters,
continue to be of service. Be strong in Him and in the
power of His might. It is good to work the works of Him
that sent us while it is day. We had a good year and we
don’t know what 2012 will bring. But with Christ in the
midst, we can be assured of something better. All the
best for 2012.

Rev. Iveth Reid (Coventry)

Rev. Rupert Scott (Telford, Shropshire)
We are proud to be a part of this great church. She has
travelled a long way, has seen many storms and has reached
so far. For those of us who have reached the age of retirement
and for those coming behind, be encouraged that one step
each day will take us closer to home so keep moving forward!
May God continue to bless and keep you in 2012 and beyond.
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Greetings to the ministers and brethren. I praise the
Lord for His love towards me. I am in good health,
praise the Lord and I just keep on loving the Lord. I
have been retired a few years from pastoral work,
but I am still working for the Kingdom. I want to
encourage all my brethren to keep close to the Lord
and do whatever He gives you the strength to do.
Don’t slack the riding, just continue doing what the
Lord permits you to do, because He is not a failure
and we must continue to praise Him especially in this
season. We are alive today (physically and spiritually)
because of Jesus. God gave His only son for us and in
return I am prepared to continue giving Him my life.

Retired Pastors Retreat
The retired pastors and spouse retreat commenced in 2009 and is now in its third year. The National Office, various local churches and
individuals have worked hard to make this event a success. By making a contribution, you too can be a part of this initiative. The next
Retreat is planned for the 23rd - 24th May 2012 and we ask seeking your support to make this one even more special and a deserving
honour to our stalwarts of the faith.

And in Conclusion...
The past two years have been the most economically unstable in
two generations. The political and social upheavals in the Middle
East, the destabilisation in the Euro Zone, and the social/political
shifts that are taking place around the world are all pointing to
challenging times ahead for all of us. The Church is not immune
from the difficulties of our time. Why should it be? Although it
is not of the world, it is certainly in it and must be a part of the
solution to the world’s problems.

language of love and forgiveness, and become practitioners. We
must discard old arguments, let go of hard feelings, and renounce
all unrighteousness; thus allowing God’s Spirit to
work in and through us. Apathy and malice
are the enemies of peace and renewal. If we
let them go we will find ourselves growing in
spirit, love, fellowship, unity and the service of
one another as Christ intended.

In His teachings, Jesus used similes such as salt & light to
emphasize the vital role Christians have to play in ensuring that
the Kingdom of God is established on earth as it is in heaven.
The challenges of our time then present us with even greater
opportunities to shine more brightly, and to penetrate more
deeply into the systems and structures of our society. The
Christian voice must be heard. We must now allow our voices to
be muted in the face of social disorder, institutional injustices and
the passing of legislations which ultimately debase us all.

When we grow like this, we will be in the
position not only to change our world but to
grasp all the possibilities that are open to us
even in these difficult times.
I decree 2012 “The Year of Growth” – growth
in all aspects of our spiritual, economic and
social lives (Genesis 26:12-22).
Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop
New Testament Church of God
England & Wales

We cannot acquiesce to the world’s system; rather we must
work to change it. Perhaps the first place we must start is with
ourselves. Because we are not of this world we must reject the
world’s standards when doing God’s business and in our dealings
with one another. We must move beyond merely speaking the
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Proud to Supply

The New Testament Church of God
With Sales, Service and Supplies for
Photocopiers, Printers, Folder/Inserters and
Franking Machines
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Thai Bo Revolution
Thai Bo Instructor Martin Cole is a member of the
Northampton NTCG. He is committed to see the
brethren fit and healthy to enjoy their lives and to
fulfil God’s purpose without hindrances which can be
eliminated. Classes are currently held at:
London
1 Balham Road, Edmonton Green, London N9 7AE
Saturdays 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Northampton
The Derngate Gym, 9 Derngate,
Northampton NN1 1NN
Fridays 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Birmingham
New Testament Church of God
Wright Street, Small Heath
Birmingham B10 9SP
Tel: 0121 766 5297
Saturdays: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
If you would like to organise your own class at your
church or work, or for one-to-one or family classes,
call Martin Cole on 07944 574 005 or email
change@thaiborevolution.com.

KARIB
CONSTRUCTION
(N’pton) LTD
• Master Builders
• Construction Management
• Project Management Services
Proud supporters of the
New Testament Church of God
137 Bush Hill
Northampton NN3 2PF
Tel: 01604 450 483
Mobile: 07785 351 374
Email: karib97@btconnect.com

43

NTCG National Youth and Christian Education Events 2010 - 2013

Friday 4th – Sunday 6th May 2012
VENuE: BEThEl CoNVENTioN CENTrE, WEsT MidlaNds, B70 7JW

GoiNG4Gold is the National Youth & CE
Department’s theme as we fast approach the
London 2012 Olympics Games, as well as our
own Golden Anniversary National Youth & CE
Convention in 2013.

Youth aCadeMY who’s coaching
oCtoBer 2010 you?
48th national Y&Ce Convention
The Qualifiers
april/MaY 2011
Youth aCadeMY
Visualising Success
oCtoBer 2011

to win a gold medal an athlete has to exercise
discipline, drive, determination, focus, commitment,
strength, endurance and passion. in the Bible, gold
symbolises deity, brilliance, purity, trials, rewards,
prosperity, excavation, currency and value. the
exploration of these and other matters began at
Youth academy 2010 and will continue through to
2013.

49th national Y&Ce Convention
Record Breakers
MaY 2012
Youth aCadeMY
Defending Your Title
oCtoBer 2012
50th national Y&Ce Convention Golden Anniversary
MaY 2013 Convention

For the latest information and to subscribe to our rss Feed visit www.ntcg.org.uk/yce
Tel: 01604 824 220 Email: Youth@ntcg.org.uk

Youth events organised
by Young people,
for Young people...

September 7th/8th 2012
Find out how to get involved at www.impactyouth.org.uk
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