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Just over nine months ago the words
‘credit crunch’ entered our vocabulary
and have come to signify everything
that is wrong with the global economy.
The enormity of it was not immediately
recognised as it seems that it only affected
some rogue investors on the fringe of
the American financial institutions who
sought to make a ‘killing’ by valuing
assets more than they were worth and
selling them on at massive profits.
As it transpires, it was a virus which has
penetrated the very fibres of the financial
and manufacturing sectors, resulting
in many of the established banking
institutions going to the wall and those
that survive are having to depend upon
governments to prop them up or to bail
them out. Iconic manufacturing firms
such as Ford, General Motors etc have
to depend on billions of dollars from the
government to ensure their survival. The
fact of the matter is that the American
economy now needs trillions of dollars
pumped into it to get it back on a sound
footing and where America leads the
world invariably follows.
The sad thing is that we are not talking
about confetti money; succeeding
generations will be saddled with the
repayment of these huge debts.
Into this malaise enters President Barack
Obama, the first African American to be
elected President of the United States
of America. His meteoric rise to power
is nothing short of a miracle and his
coming to the presidency has filled the
hearts, not only of most of the citizens
of America but also people from around
the globe, with the expectation of better
days ahead. He is intelligent and wise
enough to know that his messianic
arrival and acceptance is fraught with
many dangers personal and otherwise;
not least among them is the danger of not
fulfilling peoples’ expectations. Being a
Christian, he will know that messiahs
are sometimes idolised, at other times
tantalised and ultimately scandalised,
and in many cases crucified. With this in
mind, he will stay focussed on doing what
God has raised him up to do and with the
prayer of people from around the world
and the goodwill of all those who work

with him, his administration will surely
make a difference in our world.
The uncertainties of our times and the
loss of public confidence in financial/
political systems present the Church of
our Lord Jesus Christ with its greatest
opportunity to boldly proclaim that
“Jesus is the answer”. The Bible says,
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever” [Hebrews 13:8].
In Colossians we read:
Christ Himself is the creator who made
everything in heaven and earth, the things
we can see and the things we cannot; the
spirit world with its kings and kingdoms,
the rulers and authorities; all were made
by Christ for His own use and glory. He
was before all else began and it is His
power that holds everything together.
He is the head of the body made up of
His people – that is the Church which He
began and He is the leader of all those
who arise from the dead, so that He is
first in everything...” [Col 1:16-18].
With a head like this the Church cannot
fail. The command then is “Up, you
mighty warriors, go forth and conquer
in the name of our commander-in-chief”
- Jesus Christ, the son of the living God.
Do it in the sure confidence that the
present world crises are not obstacles but
open doors that He has set before us –
doors that no man can close and don’t
forget His promise “... lo, I am with you
always”.
Bishop Eric & Mrs Millicent Brown

Rebuilding/Refurbishment
Brixton (London) £600,000
After many years of planning, the Brixton Church was successful in
the purchase of their second residential property – the three storey
building adjacent to their church - which they have renovated to
a very high standard to accommodate two x 2 bedroomed and
one x 1 bedroomed flats. The Rev. Louis McLeod attended the
auction sale with the Rev. Dr. R. H. Parkinson and they combined

their expertise to secure this property for £600,000 beating many
property developers who were quite keen to secure this property.
We congratulate them and the leaders & members of the Brixton
Church on this purchase. Congratulations are also due to Brother
Stanley – a member of the Woolwich Church – who carried out
the refurbishment.

Worksop (Sheffield) £150,000
The Worksop Church, under the capable leadership of Rev.
Kevin Shaw, was also successful in their purchase by auction
of yet another building which they have now prepared to be
used as office space and for income-generating purposes. By
striking a hard deal and some would say by a miracle, they were
able to secure the building for just £150,000 – well below the
recommended start of bidding price of £200,000. Just under three
years ago, they purchased their sanctuary which is now debt-free.
This is a relatively small congregation of 27 members but their
strong faith in a great God explains their success. “Ask largely!”
says Presiding Bishop Raymond Culpepper. We can truly say it
works.
We congratulate them and their pastor, who sadly will be leaving
the pastorate to continue his ministry as a Hospital Chaplain and
for further theological studies. Five years ago, Kevin and his wife
Gemma assumed what was their first pastorate at the Worksop

Church. In the relatively short time, they have achieved much
more than some ministers achieve in a lifetime. Gifted as a
preacher/teacher, musician and worship leader, they set about
restructuring the church to make its worship and practice of
ministry acceptable to a diverse community.
Gemma herself is a gifted musician, soloist and worship leader
who has given much support to Kevin in progressing the work in
Worksop. Their zeal to proclaim Christ, their drive for excellence
in all they do for Him and their personal integrity in dealing with
the affairs of the church are among the characteristic features that
mark them out as outstanding ministers in our church. Kevin
moves on to progress his career in hospital chaplaincy and the
completion of his Masters Degree, and we pray it won’t be long
before he is fully in charge at another of our pulpits.
Their new church base will be the Sheffield Branch. We wish
them and their young family well for the future.

Handsworth (Birmingham)
£5 million
By far the biggest project we have undertaken in our history is the
demolition and rebuilding of the Handsworth Church. Having
demolished the previous building and part laid the foundation
of the new and only six months into the project, we received
notification that the builders had gone into liquidation and were
therefore unable to continue with the project. With the help of
our Architect, Solicitors and much prayer we were able to secure
another builder – the next runner up in the tendering process.
Within twelve weeks the building work had recommenced at a
marginally increased cost on the original contract price. Nine
months into the project, the site is rapidly being transformed
with significant parts of the steel fabric erected. The projected
completion date is the autumn of 2009 and when completed, the
new sanctuary will occupy a prominent part in the heart of the
Handsworth Community.
We commend Bishop Derek Webley, his leadership team and
their members on their hard work and determination to see this
project completed. This is a £5 million project and they need your
prayers and financial support. For further details and photos of the
site please visit their website at www.ntcg-handsworth.org.uk.
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Willesden (London)
£2 million
Nearly twelve months ago the Willesden congregation vacated
their sanctuary and turned the keys over to the builders to
commence their £2 million refurbishment programme. This
refurbishment would see the entire recreation hall, sanctuary,
balcony, ornate high pulpit, pews and floors gutted and the
painstaking work of rebuilding commence. Having commenced
the work, they discovered that only the grace of God kept the
original balcony from collapsing as a previous fire damage which
occurred before the building was purchased over 45 years ago,
left the supporting timber so badly charred that the balcony could
have caved in at any time. Of course the damage was concealed
and only came to light upon closer examination – the clear
spiritual message must not be missed!
Their new facilities will create an additional 350 seats, taking
the total seating capacity to just under 800 with new baptistery,
kitchenette, vestry and some ancillary rooms, new lighting, P.A.
and audio visual systems; and along with enthused, committed
leaders and members, the Willesden Church is set to make
maximum impact for the Kingdom of God. The building was
rededicated to the glory of God on the 31st January 2009 to
a packed house from Willesden and other districts. Also in
attendance were a number of civic dignitaries, including the Mayor of Brent, MP Dawn Butler, representatives from the Metropolitan
Police, Dr. & Mrs. C. L. Hastings, Dr. Selwyn Arnold and a number of other serving ministers who have a history with Willesden. The
programme was ably chaired by the Rev. Dr. Joel Edwards in his own inimitable style.
We commend Dr. & Sis. Lewinson for their vision and dedicated leadership. We are praying for you.

Lee (London) £380,000

Kingshurst (Birmingham) £380,000

The Lee Church, under the visionary leadership of
Bishop U. L. Simpson has successfully completed
the final phase of their renovation programme
which they started several years ago. The new
facilities now boast an enlarged recreational hall
with ample catering facilities on the ground floor,
several classrooms, offices, boardroom, shower
and wc rooms occupying the upper floor of the
new extension. The installation of a lift and
disability access make the whole site more userfriendly and a setting where all those who attend
are guaranteed an uplifting worship experience
and where having fellowship among believers is
cultivated.

At the beginning of 2008, Bishop Leon Hayles and the members of the Kingshurst
branch commissioned Stone Ecclesiastical, a firm of architects specialising in
church buildings, to design and build a new extension to incorporate their
existing building. The finished work is certainly a beauty to behold. With a
newly built entrance lobby with double entrance, an enlarged sanctuary with
new platform & baptistery, revamped recreational hall & offices and landscaped
gardens, the whole site has been transformed into a most welcoming place of
worship and community outreach. It is nothing but a miracle what they have
achieved for under £400,000. The amazing thing is that the builder (who is
local to the area) actually came out of retirement in Spain to complete this
project.

We wish to acknowledge Richard Bowen &
Associates, the Architect responsible for this
project, for their professionalism and help in
delivering this project on schedule. Much thanks
is also due to Bishop Simpson and all the members
of Lee church for their vision. Through their
sacrificial giving they are already well on their
way to clearing the loan they secured to do this
work. Rededication of the building took place on
the 30th August 2008.
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Both builder and architect, Michael Setter, were among other guests who
attended the rededication which took place on Saturday, 25th October. The
meeting commenced with the unveiling of the rededication plaque and the
cutting of the ribbons to the entrance doors to the building and the sanctuary.
There was good support from all the ministers on the Handsworth District
and the former District Pastor, Bishop S. U. Thompson and wife were also in
attendance. The service was led by the District Pastor, Dr. Derek Webley and
Administrative Bishop, Dr. Eric Brown officiated during the Act of Rededication
and Ministry of the Word.
We congratulate Bishop Leon Hayles and his leaders & members for their labour
of love and wish them well in their ministry of reaching souls with the Gospel
of Christ.

Dudley (West Midlands)
At a cost of just over £200,000 the Dudley church set about
transforming the sanctuary by completely gutting the interior
including the rostrum which was replaced with a flat level
platform. With the addition of a new entrance foyer and disabled
ramp to the front of the building, new carpets and new fascia
to the balcony this magnificent sanctuary has been given a fresh
lease of life and has become an even more comfortable place of
worship for the members and community alike.
The refurbishment took place over a 5 month period with Architect
Michael Setter from Stone Ecclesiastical and the building was rededicated to the glory of God on the 29th August 2008.
We congratulate Rev. Dr. L. A. Jackson and his leadership team
on their vision and commitment in bringing this project to a
conclusion.

Stevenage (Hertfordshire)

From The Newport Church

In the last issue, we reported on the purchase of a
place of worship for the Stevenage Church. Rev.
O. D. Francis and his folks took possession of
this building and set about doing minor repairs
in preparation for their official opening which
took place on the 7th June 2008 at which Bishop
Eric Brown preached the Word and officiated
in the dedication ceremonies. The programme
was supported by the members of the District
Churches and from further afield. In attendance
were Bishop Headley Gayle and wife who
previously served as District Pastor of the Luton
District under which Stevenage falls.

In just over 4 years of ministry it should be said God has been good. Upon arrival
we identified an urgent need for major refurbishment of the building estimated to
be at least £100,000 and designated as Project 100.

The Stevenage Church is a relatively small
congregation but they have a big heart and plan
to purchase a piece of land adjacent to their
property for car parking purposes.
In thankfulness to God, Rev. O. D. Francis and
his congregation donated £10,000 into our
Education & Training programme. This is a real
investment and we are convinced it will reap
rich dividends. May God richly reward them.

With funding of £55,500 from the Welsh Assembly government and the faithful
giving of brethren and loyal friends we have installed a new passenger lift, new
heating system, new toilets including disabled facilities, new audio visual system,
IT room, new kitchen facility, new doubled glazed windows, a refurbished main
sanctuary and a host of other major improvements.
Souls are being saved, baptised and added to the church and under God I believe
our future is secure.
My wife Daphne and I
feel honoured to serve this
congregation entrusted to our
care, thanking God daily for
every one of them. Yeshua is
alive and well in South Wales.
Read more at
www.newseasons.org.uk
Rev. Winston & Daphne
Taylor
Senior Pastor
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PEOPLE
Appointment of National Accountant
We are pleased to announce the appointment of our new National Accountant
Mr. Joseph Kinuthia CPA, DMS, MBA who joined the Head Office staff on the 1st
December 2008 and replaces our previous agency accountant, Mr. Mark Griffiths.
Joseph comes to us with a wealth of experience and a sound background in finance
and education. He is married to Teresa and has two children. The family have been
members of the Northampton NTCG for the past six years where Joseph served as
the local secretary/treasurer of the branch.
We welcome him to the NTCG family and look forward to a long & mutually
beneficial working relationship.

Retirement of Bishop U. L. & Mrs. Jean Simpson, Lee (London)
On the 5th November 2008 Bishop & Mrs. Simpson officially
announced to his church in conference their intention to retire
from the pastorate of the Lee Church at the end of June 2009 after
21 years of visionary and dedicated leadership. Bishop Simpson
and his wife Sis. Jean - a prayerful and ardent supporter of her
husband’s ministry - assumed the pastorate after the late Rev.
D. A. Miller. With the support of their gifted children, Anthony,
Paul, Andrew, Sonia and Janet, a faithful band of lay leaders and
members, Bishop Simpson transformed what was then a struggling
congregation to become one of the largest, most prosperous and
most progressive within the denomination here in the United
Kingdom.

Under his leadership the membership has grown and now stands
at 574 with an annual income in excess of £250,000. The
physical structure of the site has been transformed, the latest being
the addition of new classrooms and administrative offices. Two
additional houses being purchased as well as the purchase of a
building in Sydenham at a cost of £500,000 to accommodate the
Rehoboth congregation are just some of the many achievements
of this great servant of God. He is a dedicated supporter of
Evangelism and Missions, and an addict to prayer and fasting.
He is a shepherding pastor who has time for his flock. He
pastored the old fashioned way – visiting, counselling, meeting
needs, training, mentoring and releasing. Under his dedicated
leadership, no fewer than 22 have been
credentialed and released into ministry – at
least 10 of whom are currently engaged in
pastoral/administrative work. By anyone’s
standards, this spells success coupled with
faithfulness.
His wife Sis. Jean has been a mother, mentor,
counsellor, sister and friend to the members
at Lee and in her role as District Women’s
President. She is innovative & supportive
and gives dynamic leadership both at the
District and National levels.
We congratulate them on their outstanding
achievements and wish them good health for
a long and happy retirement
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Testimony of Divine Intervention from Bishop U. L. Simpson
Since the beginning of the year I had
begun to suffer some discomfort in my
stomach. During my regular check up
appointments I questioned the doctor over
this only to be told that it was a reaction
to the medication that I had been taking.
However as the problem persisted, I wasn’t
satisfied with what the doctor had said.
During March/April I had a severe case
of constipation which resulted in quite
severe pains in my stomach. Following
a doctor’s appointment I was told to go
straight to the hospital and whilst there I
was admitted.
I was told that there was a blockage in my
colon which caused the constipation and
they were going to take steps to remove
the blockage. They said that this might
necessitate surgery but thank God this
proved not to be necessary. They were not
sure what had caused the blockage, saying
that it could have been a dietary problem
but they had taken a biopsy in order to do
some tests. I was asked to return to the
hospital 2 weeks later to get the results.
When sitting across from the Consultant
he gave me the good and bad news. The
bad news was that I had a tumour in my
colon which was cancerous. The good
news was that it had been contained in
one area and had not spread whatsoever
to any other part of my body.
I was told that I needed an operation in
order to remove the tumour. To be told this

news came as a great shock because, as
a Pastor you often come across members
who have had to go through this but when
it happens to you, one can most certainly
understand what they go through.
After I told my wife the news we decided
to call the children and grandchildren
together so that they could be told. Whilst
there were some tears, the result of this
gathering was one of the most powerful
prayer meetings that we have had as a
family and I was confident & reassured by
the Holy Ghost that everything was going
to be okay.
I also decided to inform my Administrative
Bishop, Bishop Brown who not only gave
me words of comfort but wrote to all the
ministers asking for prayer on my behalf. I
am a strong believer in not keeping quiet
when we are afflicted by the enemy in
these ways. The more people that know
are the more people that pray. In my
situation because I had made my illness
known, I had a host of people overseas
from England to Canada to Jamaica to
USA praying for my healing.
Praise God my operation was totally
successful. The Doctors had warned me
that following the operation there was a
good probability that I would have to wear
a colostomy bag for 3 months and they
even marked out on my stomach where
the bag would be placed.

I sought the Lord regarding this and praise
God after I woke up from my operation, I
felt my side to see if the bag was there and
there was no bag! The Doctors explained
to me later that the operation went so well
that there was no need for the colostomy
bag after all.
Following recovery from my operation the
doctors advised me to undergo a course
of chemotherapy just as a preventative
measure. Over a period of 6 months (8
cycles) I have had that ice cold liquid
dripping into my body. It is a truly
harrowing experience that I would not
want to go through again.
Thank God I have now completed the
course and I can truly say that God has
been so faithful to me. Even more so I do
not take my life for granted having come
so close to losing it. Everyday for me is
a blessing. I wake up saying ‘thank you
Jesus’ because indeed life is a gift. I want
to thank my loving wife, Jean who has
had to share this burden with me and has
been loving, patient and prayerful; my
family and the members of NTCG Lee
who have supported me, encouraged me
and prayed for me. I also want to thank
our Administrative Bishop Eric Brown and
everyone nationally & internationally who
have prayed for me. God bless you all.
Bishop Ulpian Simpson
NTCG Lee District Overseer

Bishop Louis R. McLeod
After 13 years at the helm in the post of National Secretary/Treasurer of our church, Bishop Louis McLeod
will leave at the end of July 2009 to assume the pastorate of the Lee Church and the Superintendence
of the Lee District.
Coming to office at a time of financial privation and administrative uncertainties, Louis set about
restructuring the financial systems and putting in place procedures to ensure not only the collection of
funds due to the headquarters, but their efficient management and ultimately how they are accounted
for & reported in our annual audit and submitted to the Charity Commissioners and Companies House
each year.
Only a few years after he took office we were able to submit unqualified accounts thus, stopping the
scourge of qualified accounts which had beset our organisation for several years in the past.
Words would not allow us to recount all of his outstanding achievements here, but that will be done at the appropriate time and even
when that is done, words will not be enough to describe the enormity of his commitment to our church. We can say, however, that his
time in office has been one of innovations, reforms, restructuring, investments and working with the Administrative Bishops and the
National Executive Council to position our church to achieve the success we have experienced in recent years. The church today is in
the best position it has been certainly for the past three decades, and this is due in part to his devotion to duty and his unquestionable
love for his church.
As he, his wife Carmen and their children leave us, we send them back to their home church – this time as Senior Pastor – with our prayers
and best wishes and look forward to continued good working relationships.
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Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth & Alice Lake (Ilford)
In 1981 Bishop Lake assumed the pastorate of the Ilford Church
which was then not more than a fledging mission with a few
members. With the support of his wife Alice – a business woman
with a winsome personality – and a dedicated band of faithful
members, they transformed this mission into a successful medium
sized church with membership of 80 and an annual income of
£83,000. A faithful and loyal team player, Bishop Lake worked
under the supervision of Bishop Simpson and was determined to
purchase the congregation a place of worship but on two separate
occasions was outbid by richer clients. He finally decided to
invest the £380,000 they had saved in a residential property in
preparation for the time when a suitable church building comes
on the market.

Bishop and Sis. Lake are devoted Church of God members and did
much to enhance the ministry and the witness of their Church. As
a result many lives were touched and through the establishment of
the Ilford Theological School, under the leadership of Rev. Herbie
McKenzie, many scores of students were trained and graduated
with certificates & diplomas which are accredited by the Lampeter
University.
We wish to congratulate the Lakes on their outstanding
achievement and commend them for their loyalty to the church.
We wish them every blessing for a long and happy retirement.

Rev. & Mrs. Samuel & Veronica Campbell (Luton)
After 40 years in continuous ministry as an Evangelist and pastoral
ministry in the Church of God, the Rev. Samuel Campbell and his
wife Veronica have decided to retire from the pastorate of the Luton
District where they have served for the last 12 years. Through their
ministry and uprightness of heart, they have demonstrated that they
are chosen vessels of God who have served Christ and His Church
with dedication, fervent evangelistic zeal and are ardent promoters
of the holiness and righteousness of God. Bishop Campbell has held
the ministry in high regard and has worked hard not to bring it into
disrepute through careless or reckless living. Like the Apostle Paul, he
can justly say that he has finished his pastoral course with joy.
We salute them on their achievements and wish them everything that
is good for a long and happy retirement.

Bishop Frank Lewis
(Wednesfield)

Rev. & Mrs. R. A. & Lennet Scott
(Telford)

Two years ago, Bishop Frank Lewis suffered a massive stroke
and several other strokes after that and survived them all. For
a period, he continued to direct the affairs of the Wednesfield
Church from his wheelchair. Such is his love and commitment
to the congregation he has lovingly shepherded and for whom
he laboured so hard to purchase their place of worship – much
against the odds.

On the 29th November, Rev. Scott and his wife Lennet officially
retired from the pastorate after 32 long years of service. The
Scotts have been with our church from the earliest period and
served faithfully under the leadership of our founder, Dr. O.
A. Lyseight who set him forth for ministry. They have faithfully
served the Lord, walking in uprightness and have raised their
children to fear the Lord, one of whom, the Rev. Jancie Johnson
is now having success in her own pastorate in Rochester, Kent.

In June of last year, he finally stepped down from the pastorate
giving way to new leadership to ensure the progress of the
work and that the mortgage commitment on the building was
met. Bishop & Sis. Lewis have been longstanding members of
the church under the supervision of Bishop Winston Willis, who
encouraged and promoted him in ministry. Bishop Lewis was a
hands-on man – no job in the church was too small for him and
he was never backward in going forward, networking both in the
church world and civic community seeking the best for his church
which he loves so much. We miss his dynamism, his go-getting
spirit and take this opportunity to thank him and Sis. Lewis for all
they have done. We assure them of our prayers and best wishes
in their retirement.
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The congregation at Telford is a small one but the brethren are
faithfully striving to reach the lost for Christ. Rev. Scott led the
church diligently inspite of the many challenges he faced. He
retires from the church leaving it debt free and with 2 ½ acres
of land and massive development potential. Revd. & Sis. Scott
are worthy of our praise and we thank them for what they have
done and commend them to God for His continued care and
protection, wishing them much health and happiness in their
retirement.

Interview with
SIS. ROSE LYSEIGHT

Sis. Rose Lyseight took the time to talk to RAP magazine and give us an update on how she has been managing since the passing of
her dear husband, Dr. Oliver A. Lyseight.
She reports that, now that she has more time on her hands, she has been engaging in even more in-depth studying of the Word of
God, “Although I am a Christian for so long, God has been revealing Himself to me even greater now than ever before because I never
had as much time before when my husband was here.”
RAP: How are you generally – in your day
to day life?

doesn’t matter so much.

RL: I am feeling satisfied in my Christian
life. When I came here it used to be
winter, and I don’t mean like this; I mean
real winter! When you are standing on the
corner trying to win souls, steam coming
out of your mouth.

We can have change, but we must be
careful what we change into and what
we change from. Be careful because the
church is not an organisation it is an
organism – the Body of Christ - we must
maintain His standard even if we make
changes.

RAP: Do you manage to get out to church
on Sundays?

RAP: How do you find worship now
compared to the old days?

RL: Yes, if I get a lift I go and my soul is
refreshed. Otherwise, I just have church
here by myself (laughs). I have a little
banger you see, but it is not so good so I
don’t take it out too much. It can’t go far
but it can sometimes take me to church
and take me to get my shopping when I
can’t get a lift. You see when my husband
bought this house in Wolverhampton, I
wondered why we were going so far – but
where I am now, God so have it that the
bus just passes right by my front door so I
don’t bother with the driving so much. In
any case, I am just rejoicing in the Lord.

RL: God has allowed me to live to see with
my two eyes, the growth of the Church
of God – purchased by the blood of
Jesus Christ. And although I don’t have a
minister’s certificate, I am a minister for
Christ in heaven. If you have things within
you that are not satisfactory then you need
to” lay aside every sin and weight that
would beset you.”

RAP: What differences do you see in the
church now from the old days?
RL: All the doctrines in this country now
seem to be coming from America. Even
some of the things we adopt here, you can
see the same things on the television from
America.
There is a change and you will have to
change to keep up with the times, and
I appreciate a lot of the things that are
done. The development I see now, when
I came here it was just one road to town
and back. Coming to Wolverhampton now
you have to be careful how you drive. They
change up the whole place. So it will be in
the church, some things you can take and
others, you know. Anyway, I don’t wait ‘til I
go to church on a Sunday to worship so it

If I was younger I wouldn’t hang around
this place, God has given me something
and it is up to me to share it with the whole
world – until ALL have heard.
I would love to hear from the brethren a
little more. I would love the new members
to know more about the history of the
church and how it started. To see what me
and my husband started in the beginning
and to see where we are now.
RAP: What encouragement do you have
for the ministers or the church in general?
RL: They are to place themselves under
leadership on a whole. See to it that
they get close to the Lord and that He
gives them direction. Because with all of
their intelligence and education, without
direction from the Lord through the Holy
Spirit and His word, we will have a weak
church.
And just like how Moses had to hear from
God – we don’t have Moses we have Jesus

now. It says in Acts 23 that they must be
careful and that the Holy Ghost has made us
overseers to feed the church of God which
He has purchased with His own blood.
That is a great responsibility! We’re not just
ordinary and we must listen to God. We
have to read and get the revelation – not
just read and run off! The real word was
written through men by the Holy Ghost –
so when we read, we have to read in the
Spirit until we get the revelation.
RL: And let me tell you something else my
daughter ( I won’t keep up your time) but
take what this old woman is saying to you
and to the body of ministers in general, no
matter how short the break is during the day
or the year – take it. I put it in your head, it’s
one you so take care of yourself. When you
gone somewhere, they will fill your place –
take care of yourself and don’t burn yourself
out. You see what I’m saying (laughs).
What is going on in the world now, you
have to be careful what you choose and
what you refuse. Broaden your choices so
that sometimes when you start a course, if
you don’t like it you can switch. All those
things I should have learned when I was
young but I am old now (laughs).
RAP: What did you do for Christmas?
RL: I praised the Lord! (laughs). I didn’t
make any plans my dear sister. The children
took care of everything – it was wonderful.
I thank God for them.
I thank God for the life I have lived and am
still living. I am blessed and still serving the
Lord.
If you wish to write or call Sis. Lyseight,
please call us at the national office (01604
824 222) or refer to the next edition of the
national minister’s directory for contact
details.
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Pastoral Appointments
Rev. Jacqueline Newsome
Erdington, Birmingham

Rev. Sharon Miller
Lee, London

Having served as interim pastor following
the promotion of Rev. Barrington Mullings to
the District Pastorate of Manchester, Jacqui
Newsome grew to like the role and the people
liked her and requested that she become
their pastor. She gladly accepted and is not
deterred by the heavy responsibility she carries as the Deputy
Head of a large and successful school in the West Midlands.

In May of last year, Evangelist Sharon
finally said goodbye to secular work and
started working full time as Evangelist
come Associate Pastor to Bishop U. L.
Simpson. Focussing on the care and
hospitality side of this growing ministry,
Sharon not only relieved Bishop Simpson
of some of this responsibility but got more
time to prepare herself for her preaching ministry. Combining
secular work with the demands of ministry is a challenge to
anybody much more to those who are without the security of a
second income in their family. We thank God for Bishop Simpson
and his members for making the way possible for Sharon. To secure
her services as an Evangelist, please contact her via the church on
020 8265 2125.

Serving under the leadership/tutelage of Bishop Derek Webley
and Rev. Hermilyn James, Jacqui has sharpened her skills and
with her own giftings and the anointing of the Holy Spirit, she is
achieving much and finds the ministry truly fulfilling.

Rev. Paulette Matthews
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire
This church has been without a pastor for two years and for that
period was managed by the Church & Pastor’s Council under
the direction of District Overseer Bishop Headley Gayle. Rev.
Paulette and her husband Steve accepted the challenge to pastor
this congregation even though it is over 70 miles from their home.
Both are very energetic and devoted servants of the Lord and
they have dived in fully committed to make a difference in that
community for the Lord. Paulette’s vast experience as a District
Youth Director and their combined giftings in preaching/teaching
and music ministry put them in a prime position to achieve great
things for God. We assure them of our continued support and
prayers.

Rev. Wayne Perkins
Slough, Berkshire
In June 2008 Wayne and his Wife
Beverley assumed the pastorate of the
Slough Church following the resignation
of Bishop John Daure. Wayne recently
resigned his position in the corporate business world to set up
his own consultancy business and did not have the pastorate
on his mind; but when the call came he could resist no longer
and humbly surrendered to God’s will. On the 29th June he was
inducted into this pastorate and Beverley into the presidency of
the Women’s Ministry of the Slough Church. In just a few short
months things here have turned around and souls are being born
into the Kingdom through their ministry. Do remember them and
their family in your prayers – especially the children all of whom
are in primary and secondary schools.
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Rev. Herbie McKenzie
Cheetham Hill, Manchester
Following the death of the late
Rev. C. Wilson, the Cheetham Hill
church was served by lay leaders
under the supervision of District
Overseer, Rev. T. E. Caine. Bro.
Michael Slaven was the foremost
leader but stepped aside leaving the
way clear for the Rev. McKenzie to
assume the pastorate. This he did
on the 1st May 2008 giving up their
home in London and giving up
their jobs to relocate to Manchester.
With the favour of God, Joan was
able to secure a post in her field, they have secured their new
home and Herbie has settled down in the pastorate as though
he had done it all his life (cool runnings!). God is doing a great
thing in their lives & ministry and the congregation is already
experiencing growth. To God be the glory!

Rev. John W. O. Jackson
Muntz Street, Birmingham
In June 2008 the Rev. John W. O. Jackson and his wife Alison
assumed the pastorate of the Muntz Street Church succeeding
Bishop Kenford Clarke and his wife Patricia. John is a “P.K.” and
gained much experience as a District Youth & Christian Education
Director. A physics teacher by profession, John carries with him
a burden to see young people in particular aspire and achieve

spiritually, mentally and economically; and to see the Church of
Christ being salt and light in the communities in which they are
situated.

he and his wife Patricia go with our prayer and support expecting
the Lord to do great things through their ministry.

The Muntz Street Church was formerly built under the leadership
of Rev. Hermilyn Jackson – now retired – and has great potential
for a thriving ministry even though it is situated in the heart of
a Muslim Community. Do pray for John and Alison, and the
members of Muntz Street that God will grant them the wisdom
and the knowledge to minister effectively within this community.

Rev. Paul Gordon Derby

Bishop Kenford Clarke
Succeeding Rev. R. A. Scott at the Telford Branch is Bishop
Kenford Clarke who faithfully served the Muntz Street Church
for four years. Rev. Kenford Clarke is known as a man of prayer
and fasting with a knack for reaching those in the street and gang
culture. His annual 40-day fasting services are well planned with
national and international prayer emphasis. He goes to Telford
knowing full well that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal
but mighty and strong to the pulling down of strongholds. Both

On the 1st August 2008, the Rev.
Paul Gordon and his wife Mary
assumed the pastorate of the Derby
Church, succeeding Rev. & Mrs.
Keith & Alice Channer who had
previously served for over 18 years.
Paul & Mary bring to the Derby church a wealth of experience in
the world of finance, music and education. They are parents to
three lovely boys Myles, Montel & Maxwell all of whom are doing
well in school and church.
The Derby Church is a relatively small congregation but the
members are excited about their new leaders and the inspirational
teaching & preaching they have been receiving from them. We
are looking forward to great things from this church under this
dynamic leadership team. Let us keep them in our prayers.

Promotion to the Rank of Bishop
Rev. Samuel Thomas (Sydenham)
On the 15th June 2008, the Rev. Samuel
Thomas was promoted to the rank of
Ordained Bishop. Rev. Thomas serves
as pastor of the Sydenham Branch under
the mentorship of his District Overseer,
Bishop Ahira Lawrence.
The Service
of Consecration was held at the West
Croydon Church to a packed house and
Administrative Bishop, Dr. Eric Brown
performed the Act of Installation.
Samuel has been in the ministry since 1989 when he became
Assistant Pastor of the Standens Barn Church (now part of the
Northampton Church). He then went on to evangelise in Scotland
& Streatham before assuming the pastorate of Sydenham in 2000.
Samuel is married to Wilma and they are proud parents to
Rheanna & Rosharna. We congratulate him on his advancement
in the ministry and assure them of our continued prayers.

Rev. Lloyd Henry (Gateway)
On the 1 November 2008 the
Deptford District saw Pastor
Lloyd Henry promoted to
the rank of Ordained Bishop.
The service which was held
at the Lee church was well
attended and though there was
abundance of heavenly showers it did not dampen the proceedings.
Bishop Henry and his family were supported by dignified clergy,
members of the National Executive Council and in particular the
church he so lovingly pastors – Gateway Ministries, as well as

family and friends from other denominations. Administrative
Bishop, Dr. Eric Brown and National Secretary/Treasurer Bishop
Louis McLeod officiated at the service.
Bishop Henry is held in the highest regard by his church &
community. He is a soul winner who makes it his priority to
feed, develop and keep the souls who have been entrusted into
his care. One highlight of the evening was the rousing sermon
given by Bishop Henry’s former mentor, local pastor and District
Bishop – Bishop Harold Strachan who was visiting from his happy
retirement in Jamaica.
Bishop Henry and his family are promised every support and
prayers as they continue to lead the brethren of Gateway Ministries
with their usual style of humility, dedication, integrity and passion.

Rev. Jonathan Jackson (Brookfield)
On
the
23rd
November 2008, the
Brookfield
Church
celebrated with Revd
Jonathan
Jackson
on his promotion
to
the
rank
of
Ordained
Bishop.
Administrative
Bishop, Dr. Eric Brown and District Overseer, Dr. C. L. Ryan
officiated at the service where a warm atmosphere and the spirit
of worship was indeed prevalent. We thank God for the support
of his wife, Annette, daughter Eugenie and the brethren of the
Brookfield Church. May God continue to direct and strengthen
this dynamic family.
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General Assembly
Teen Talent Award

Rev. Phyllis Thompson

On Friday 8th August 2008 history was made at the International
Teen Talent competition of the Church of God in San Antonio,
Texas; where the first entrants from NTCG (England & Wales) were
awarded 1st runners up in the category of Group Synchronised
Movement in the Drama division of the competition.

Congratulations are also due
to Rev. Phyllis Thompson,
Director of Education &
Training, on her appointment to
the International Development/
School of Ministry Board. This
is also the first time anyone
from these shores has been
appointed to such a position.

Phyllis is exceptionally gifted
in her field and her elevation
is undoubtedly a recognition of
her giftedness and the valuable
contribution she can make at
the international level. Well
done Phyllis!

Rev. Donald Williams
Their performance left a lasting impact on all who were privileged
to watch our young people dance for the Lord. With great courage
and determination, they practised and raised funds for their travel
& accommodation to make this possible.
The organisers were Aaron Hepburn and Local Youth & C. E.
Director Julie Smith-Jones who took the group of 21 young people
to Texas to represent the UK in the Multimedia, Music, Art and
Drama categories of the competition. God’s Anointed Dancers
(GAD) from Muntz Street Church, under the leadership of the then
pastor Bishop Kenford Clarke and the Drama Coordinator Pam
Hepburn, were entered in the category of Group Synchronised
Movement (Dance) where they were awarded 1st runners up out
of 35 International entrants. Congratulations GAD!

International Award for Women’s Ministries
– Mrs. Millicent Brown
We congratulate First Lady Millicent Brown on receiving this
award for the innovative and
empowering programmes she has
been delivering to the women of
our church and community over
the past six years. She was highly
recommended by Mrs. Brenda
Hess, wife of our Field Director.
This is the first such award to the
best of our knowledge and we
thank Mrs. Brown and her board
for their hard work.
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The Rev. Donald Williams was appointed as the European Coordinator of the Church of God Chaplaincy programme. Don is
a full time chaplain at Blakenhurst Prison in the West Midlands
and approaches his ministry with zeal and determination. His
appointment is part of the growing recognition that our church
is a key player in the drive for change in all areas of life and our
commitment to the social responsibility aspect of the Gospel.
Congratulations Don!

Bishop Eric Brown
Bishop Brown was reappointed to the World
Missions Board and now
serves as the Board’s
Liaison for Africa. In
his words, “the World
Missions
Department
plays a vital role in
the
denomination’s
global outreach and
is directly responsible
for the church being
represented in over
160 different countries
of the world, with
membership of over six
million outside the USA. This is no mean fete and the church has
much to reflect upon as it approaches its mission centennial in
2010”.

MINISTRY & MISSIONS
Litigation
We are pleased to report the successful outcome to the cases
that were being litigated over the past five years and to express
our thanks to all who have stood with us in their prayers. These
are clearly changing & challenging times and they call for a new
approach in how we administer the affairs of the church and how
we engage with and build sustainable working relationships with
those who are involved in all aspects of our work.

of souls. If you wish to join us, do contact Leony Titus (leony.
titus@ntcg.org.uk) at the National Office for a travel pack. We
would ask for your financial support both for the crusade and for
the completion of the Bible School. Estimates for the completion
of Phase 1 are in the region of US$100,000. Cheques should be
made payable to New Testament Church of God and designated
(Ethiopian Bible School Project).

Young Ministers’ Forum
Mission Visit to Ethiopia by Dr. Eric Brown
In April 2008, I was privileged to visit Ethiopia along with Rev.
Heinrich Scherz, my former Seminary President and Jürgen
Rudolph, the Superintendent of East Africa. We were visiting with
the Overseer Hiruy Tsige with special interest in the Bible School
we are assisting him to build – the memorial hall of which is in
honour of my dear friend, the late Martin Kielwein.
I was simply amazed by how much building work was achieved
with the little money (under US$20,000) they were sent –
a six bedroomed dormitory with living room, kitchen and
other amenities made of block & steel set on a solid concrete
foundation. This was just awaiting windows, door and a roof.
The Church of God there has over a hundred congregations with
approximately 30,000 members all of whom are worshipping
in make shift structures. The national office is housed in rented
accommodation and the Overseer covers the country in a 22 year
old jeep, which make their achievements even more fantastic.

Twenty four delegates attended this year’s Young Ministers’ Forum
facilitated by Bishop Derek Webley and Bishop Norman Gooden.
This number was lower than in previous years but delegates were
exposed to the dynamic motivational teaching of Pastor Israel
Ukoko, Apostle Mark Shelton, Dr. N. S. Gooden and Bishop
Derek Webley.
Using the theme “Did you call me?”
Pastor Ukoko exegete 1 Samuel 1:21
bringing out the following seven
points:1. Separation
2. Inexperience
3. Mistakes
4. Doubt
5. Tutelage
6. Obedience
7. Boldness

Pastor Israel Ukoko

What impressed me most was our visit to Kuyu, a provincial
town in which over 22 new congregations have been established
among the unreached people groups of the region. Over 45 of
them turned up to meet with our delegation, many travelling over
nine hours on foot to make the meeting which lasted two hours.

The input of the other presenters and the panel discussions, which
centred on dealing with personal crises, strategies for preparing
and delivering effective sermons, among other topics made this
forum an outstanding success.

Having shared with them the message of the Lord, they all knelt
on the dirt floor for prayer. The Holy Spirit descended and in
a moment the place was transformed into a very spiritual house
indeed.

Meeting with Newly Placed Pastors
& their Spouses

It was in the boldness of Pentecost that we left our humble
meeting room to visit the Mayor’s Office across the road. For
three (3) years the Overseer had been waiting for final approval
for the granting of 5 acres of land for the church building project.
Having located the file near the bottom of the pile on his desk,
we discussed the church’s plan for the use of the land. At the
end of our discussion, I told the Mayor that we would like to pray
for him and he agreed. We did, praying for him, his family and
his work. We shook hands and left. Within four weeks of that
meeting and final prayer, approval was granted and the church is
now the proud owner of a prime piece of land just opposite the
regional municipal offices of Kuyu. Praise be to God!
In April 2009 I plan to return to Ethiopia for a week of leadership
training and Evangelistic crusades. These will be held in Addis
Ababa – the capital. The Ethiopians are receptive to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and we are believing the Lord for a bountiful harvest

Moving to a new pastorate or assuming your first pastorate is
never easy or smooth at the best of times. Over forty such pastors
and their spouses who were placed since 2003 attended a one
day seminar to share their experiences and to receive instructions
on how to be more effective in ministry. Rarely is the situation
ideal at each new pastorate and it takes great skill and patience to
negotiate the different mazes that await the new pastor and even
greater skills to manage the expectations of the new congregation,
not least those of the pastor. All these became clearer in the small
group discussions and the general sessions. In the afternoon, the
women met in their own group with First Lady Millicent Brown as
facilitator, whilst the men met with Bishop Brown. Issues raised in
these groups went deeper than those surrounding the pulpit and
the pews – they touched on family matters, financial challenges,
etc. The exhortation by Bishop Brown was followed by a time of
prayer and impartation concluding what was a most encouraging
and uplifting day.
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National Ministers’ Conference
Over one hundred and seventy ministers attended this year’s
conference which was held in our Leadership Training Centre
here in Northampton. This was Field Director, Larry Hess’s first
business conference with us. The issues of Governance, Ministerial
Contracts, Gift Aid Appropriation, Financial Administration
among other agenda items, dominated our discussions. Now
that the issues of jewellery and adornment have been relegated
on the list of hot topics for discussion in these conferences, the
issue of finance – its gathering and distribution – has now moved
to centre stage and is more likely to arouse passion than almost
any other subject. The beautiful thing is that we can have strong
disagreements on a number of issues yet end our meeting in unity
and brotherly love. This year’s conference was no exception!

New National Office Building – Northampton

glory of God. In attendance were the members of the National
Executive Council, ministers and some lay members. Dr. Larry
Hess, the Field Director gave the main address and Bishop Eric
Brown administered the Act of Dedication.
Our special appreciation goes out to the following district churches
who each sponsored the opening of a door in the national office
to assist in defraying our overall refurbishment cost: Bilston,
Willesden, Leeds, Clapton, Reading & Highgate.
Do keep us in your prayers as we continue to build on the solid
foundation which was laid by those who served before us.

The Overstone Site
The site is still in our ownership awaiting redevelopment. There
are four options that are open to us:
1. Restore the building to its original state
On the 2nd April 2008 we finally took possession of our
new offices after thirteen months of refurbishment work at a
cost of £750,000. At a purchase price of £1.3 million, the
entire project comes out at just over £2 million. Through the
professional services of Paul Henry Architects and a host of other
professionals, the beautiful building has been renovated to the
highest specification. The renovation work was quite extensive
and required an additional bank loan of just over £600,000 to
complete, which thankfully we are servicing.
We are pleased to report that we have all settled in well and have
mastered all the mod-cons which have been installed to ensure a
more efficient servicing of the needs of the church. We say a big
thank you to all of our ministers/members and friends who stood

by us and prayed for us especially during our most trying times
following the fire at Overstone. It is a source of pleasure, not only
for the staff who work there, but also to the members, ministers
and other visitors.
On the 6th September, the building was officially dedicated to the
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2. D
 emolish the section which is destroyed and build a new wing
to be ‘tied’ to the old remaining part of the original building
3. C
 lear the whole site and erect a new building on the existing
footing
4. Dispose of the site
All of these options require the vital input of outside agencies
including the local authorities and English Heritage with whom
we are in consultation. Do keep us in your prayers that we may
know the leading of the Lord in all our dealings.

Big Move Convention
The Big Move Convention 2008 was always going to be challenging following the resounding success of the 2007 convention. This
year, the numbers attending fell below what we would normally achieve when the event was held at Brighton – 3000 attended this year
compared to 8,000 last year.
A number of factors contributed to this downturn, including the late confirmation of guest speakers – rightly or wrongly our conventions
are speaker-driven these days – the convention was held during school term and the hiking of the hotel cost for delegates.
As a result of all these factors, the convention left us with a deficit. Notwithstanding these challenges, the spiritual results were encouraging.
Our guests Dr. Paul Dhinakaran, Pastor Agu Irukwu and Bishop Jonathan Ziegler among others ministered under the anointing of the Holy
Spirit and their inspirational preaching and prophetic utterances over the life of the delegates and indeed over our denomination was a
source of rich blessing to all who attended.

The late Rev. Timothy Bryan
Hardly had we returned home from the convention than we were confronted with the
sad news of Tim’s death which sent shockwaves throughout our denomination and the
Evangelical community in this country. What manner of man was Tim that at just 40 years old
his death caused so much of a reaction. The tribute below was kindly written by Ms. Dionne
Gravesande with contributions from family members and other ministerial colleagues:

Tribute to Tim Bryan
by Dionne Gravesande
The 22nd of July 2008 started as just any other day only it wasn’t
just another day. A couple hours into the day I like so many
brethren learnt of the sad news that we had lost Brother Tim, for
God Almighty had called him home.
I knew Tim as an adult and I had the privilege to work with him
at Christian Aid for seven years. I also served alongside Tim on
the National Youth and Christian Education Board. Tim was both
a friend and a colleague and I can bear witness to the character
of Tim the minister, the Christian believer, the wise counsellor,
the work colleague and the friend. Tim remained faithful and
consistent in all of these areas of life.
In the workplace Tim was wise, insightful and had a sense of
fairness. He listened, never talked over others, and would always
contribute valuable ideas and proposals with a measured and
pragmatic realism about what should be prioritised and what was
achievable. Such was Tim’s gentle nature that when he spoke,
people listened. He is still greatly missed amongst his team. Many
described Tim as an excellent designer and design manager with a
great deal of flair and ingenuity. Because his technical knowledge
equalled his creative strengths, he was also known as “gadget
man”. The fact that I have five different versions of the bible
including one in Hebrew loaded onto my PDA is a testimony to
Tim’s ability to work with electronic gadgets and software. Tim’s
manager stated “Tim would come up with practical formats and
imaginative solutions for virtually any brief - so much so, that
he earned the nick name ‘Timplate’!! - a good template being a
crucial design tool.
Friendship is a term used to denote co-operative and supportive
behavior between two or more people. As a friend Tim always
had time to help me and others, to listen and to share. Never

allowing frustration or anger to ever get the better of him. Tim’s
maturity and wisdom shone way beyond his physical age. My
fellow national youth board members and I all experienced Tim’s
friendship and professionalism in our planning and delivering of
national events. We, as much as the young people, experienced
Tim’s vision and encouragement. Tim was the Sunday morning
speaker at Youth Academy in 2007. His message addressed the
theme of 24/7 living and it was delivered with a quiet confidence
and authority. This was Revd Tim Bryan at work. Christianity was
not just a religion it was an absolute belief of how through Jesus
we live and work day by day in spite of the challenges we face.
Pastor Donnovan Allen cites “As a fellow Minister who knew Tim
over the years, the one thing I can say about him is that he was
a person who had a sense of real genuineness about him. When
I had the opportunity of working with him as a fellow church
minister Tim showed tremendous insight in how relationships
should function. Nothing was too hard for Tim.”
As I said at the time of Tim’s passing rarely does God raise up a
man who embodies all of the fruits of the Spirit. Tim’s ministry
touched me; a man of wisdom, knowledge, love and kindness.
When a life has accomplished so much in such a short time one
has to ask was his work here finished? It seems only God, the
author and creator of all we know can answer such a question.
Bro Tim, as a colleague and worker in the kingdom I salute you.
As a friend, I miss your counsel and comradeship. I speak for
many when I say the household of faith loved you and we will
honour your memory as a steadfast servant of the cross.
Our prayers will remain with his wife Angela, as well as the
immediate and extended family.
Dionne Gravesande
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More tributes to Tim Bryan
From Tim’s Brother & Sister
Since the day when God took Tim from us, our heart was
broken with the anguish of missing him. Our childhood games
were very special and we will always treasure our memories
together as siblings. Tim disliked being called the baby. He
was full of mischief in his personality and we will miss him
for this.
Patrick misses his brother particularly because they both
shared a lot of special moments of happiness at our family
home in Hither Green. As the only girl, (Patsy) I had the usual
struggles with my brothers, but I always won when our parents
left me in charge of them.
Tim, surely you are greatly missed. Although we may never
fully understand the suddenness of your passing, we believe
that God is in control. Continue to sleep on in the arms of
Jesus. Til we meet again.
Love from Patsy & Patrick

From the National Youth
Department
He was one in a million; totally sold out to furthering the
kingdom of God. Tim walked with God; and was not, for God
took him.
Revd Ruben King,
National Youth & Christian Education Director
Rev Timothy Bryan was a faithful and dedicated servant who
used his skills and talents to enhance ministry at all levels. He
is deeply missed.
Mrs Millicent Brown
Director of National Women’s Ministries
Tim was an exceptional, imaginative, inspiring and innovative
pioneer. He was indeed a gift from God to us. May we cherish
and extend the legacy he’s left in our keep.
Revd Phyllis Thompson, Education Director

From Tim’s Pastor
The late Timothy Bryan was a special gift to his generation. He possessed a rare quality seldomly seen in our day: total commitment
in his serve and a sense of urgency in pursuit of his assignment. Undoubtedly, he has left a legacy of example for all who were
privileged both to know and share in his acquaintance.
Timothy’s life was relatively short but how do you properly define “a short life” when in reality it was a life lived in full, impacting
and serving others?
We were blessed that he crossed our paths and our gratitude goes to God for loaning him to us for the 19 years that he spent at
Herne Hill NTCG.
His passing has left a physical void and a loss we will continue to feel for a very long time. I ask that we continue to pray for Sis.
Angela and the rest of his family.
Rev. Mrs. Nettie Williams
Senior Pastor, NTCG Herne Hill
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EVENTS & VISITS
Big Move Convention 2009

Sheffield

At our joint executive meeting held on the 22nd October 2008 we
decided to postpone the joint convention for a later date and hold
instead a joint one day celebration in the autumn of 2009. As a
result of this decision, NTCG will not be holding our usual national
convention but will instead hold two regional conventions in the
West Midlands and in London. The dates are venues are:

Following the devastation caused by the flood in 2007 the
brethren, under the leadership of Bishop Joseph Roberts, set about
refurbishing the building. The building work was put in the hands
of Bro. Ronald Mason and Desmond Reid, both members of the
church who run their own building & decorating firms. After 15
months, they were able to return to their building for worship.
Present at the rededication were the Mayor of Sheffield and her
escort, other civic and community leaders and church leaders
from other denominations who joined us in praising God for the
achievements in transforming the building and making it ready for
the resumption of service.

Saturday/Sunday 11/12 July 2009
		
Saturday/Sunday 18/19 July 2009
		

Bethel Convention Centre,
West Bromwich
Fairfield Halls,
West Croydon

Featured guest speakers will include the General Overseer, Dr.
Raymond Culpepper (nicknamed ‘Dr. Hotpepper’ in England) and
others yet to be confirmed. Please check on our website over the
upcoming weeks for more information (www.ntcg.org.uk).

Pastors & Key Leaders’ Conference 2009
The 2009 event will convene at the Bethel Convention Centre 1921 February with featured presenters including:
• D
 r. Orville Hagan, Former 3rd Assistant General Overseer from
the USA
• Dr. Fela Durotoye, Leading Motivational Speaker from Nigeria
• D
 r. Tayo Adeyemi, Pastor of New Wine Church & specialist in
Leadership Development
• Rev. Sheryl Lindo-Mason, NTCG Minister & Evangelist
• Dr. Delton Alford, COG International Director of Music
• D
 r. Donald Aultman, Chancellor of the Division of Education
Psalmist – Bishop George Beason
The programme this year will focus on the fourth pillar of the
Big Move programme, i.e. Mobilising our Church for Ministry
& Missions and will have significant input from our Women’s
Ministries Department, National Youth & C. E. Department,
Evangelism, Education and Prison Ministry Division. This is an
event not to be missed, not least the complimentary evening
buffet provided on Thursday for all delegates. It promises to be a
great conference – don’t miss it!
You may obtain further details or register online on our website
www.ntcg.org.uk.

VISITS by the Administrative Bishop
to Local/District Churches
Leicester
Since our last issue, I was privileged to visit a number of our
branches at weekends and during District Conventions. Included
in these visits was the one to Leicester Church where Dr. Norman
Gooden is the pastor. This particular Sunday was their ‘Baby
Come Back’ evangelistic outreach. All the children that he had
dedicated since he assumed the pastorate twelve years ago, along
with their parents and God-parents were invited back for a time
of reconsecration and blessing. Over forty (40) children attended.
Each was prayed for and given a Bible to mark the occasion. This
was a great service and several responded to the preached word.

Special thanks are due to the management of the Holiday Inn
Hotel, Rev. Hall of the Church of God of Prophecy and the leader
of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, all of whom made their
facilities available for the continuation of worship, Bible study
and other activities of the Sheffield Church.
Work is still outstanding on their administrative and community
centre next door and we are believing God to provide the money
to make this possible in 2009. Well done Sheffield NTCG – may
God continue to bless you.

Willesden
The Willesden District held their convention at the Hammersmith
Church this year due to the extension work being carried out
at their home church. Bishop Derrick Eccleston, Pastor of the
Hammersmith Church has worked tirelessly over many years to
transform the physical structure of this building – making it into a
very welcoming sanctuary indeed.
Dr. Issachar Lewinson hosted this convention which was well
planned and executed and this contributed to the extraordinary
anointing I felt as I preached on Saturday evening. Even as I write this,
I am reminded of the song, “... the Church moves on and proclaims
aloud the message Jesus saves and He’s coming back again, through
the rain, through the flood, through the fire, bought by blood. We
proclaim aloud the message, the Church moves on”.

Rugby
This was my first visit since Rev. Hugh Gardner and his wife
Deanne took up the pastorate. These faithful brethren continue to
make strides in promoting the name of Jesus Christ and they are
seeing great results.

Huddersfield
NTCG Huddersfield, under the leadership of Rev. Paul & Alva
Thomas, is a vibrant, contemporary church passionate about
serving the local community. Rev. Thomas is a minister with
vision, enthusiasm & commitment. There was unity, order and
undergirding love.
My visit to the congregation was a most uplifting one with
dynamic praise & worship and a spirit of love & unity existing
among leadership and members alike.
The ethos of the church is rooted in a belief that the church exists
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Visits and Dialogues
to be good news to the community through words and action.
Huddersfield has established a community group Beyond the
Gates which works with ex- offenders in and out of the prison &
community. As well as being actively involved in Street Angels
Ministry (a community group working to reduce crime within
the town centre) the church also has an extensive community
outreach programme which is reaching out to the community –
Offering Hope to our Community.

previously an extension of the Overstone Theological College
under the leadership of the Rev Dr Cecil Fisher as President and
Rev Dr Clinton Ryan as Principal.

The leaders & members are taking ownership of the national
vision of the BIG MOVE and are actively implementing this vision
within the local church and community.

46 students graduated in September; 26 receiving a Certificate in
Theology & Ministry, 17 Diplomas in Theology & Ministry and
3 Post Graduate Certificates in Theology & Ministry. There are
currently 27 students preparing for the Certificate in Theology &
Ministry, 9 for the Diploma and 3 Post Graduates.

Congratulations to Rev. Paul, Alva, the leadership team and
members – keep up the good work!

Word of Life Theological College
In September 2008, I attended the graduation of the Word of
Life Theological College which operates under the auspices of
the Brixton NTCG where Dr. R. H. Parkinson is senior pastor.
The college is currently run by the Rev Dr Rudolph Parkinson
(President) and Rev Trevor Whyne (Acting Principal).

Over the years, the college has trained a vast number of students
who obtained qualifications at Certificate and Diploma levels a
number of whom have gone on to further studies at colleges &
universities.

Building Confident, Committed Leaders is an important part of
securing the future of our church and the Word of Life Theological
College endeavours to equip people for the challenges of everyday
life and ministry.
For further details, contact the Brixton Church
on 020 7737 0963.

The college has been operating for nearly 11 years and was

South Africa
In September I was invited to be guest speaker
at the Full Gospel Church of God Spiritual
Conference held in Irene, just on the outskirts
of Johannesburg. I was accompanied by the
Rev. Louis McLeod, our National Secretary/
Treasurer. This was an awesome conference
with leaders coming from the different
provinces of this vast country to celebrate
the risen Christ. It was indeed pleasant to
the eyes to see the different ethnic groups
– blacks, whites, Indians – congregated in
one place to worship God. Fifteen years ago
this was forbidden under the old apartheid
system. What was also pleasing was to see
the different ethnic groups represented at the
top level of leadership.
The Rev. Dr. Steven Lowry of the National
Church of God in Washington was the other
invited guest and he ministered mightily
under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Our schedule allowed us a few days to visit
Cape Town and to spend some time with my
friend Bishop Peterson who hosted us, giving
us a grand tour of the city and arranged for
us to visit Cape Point, the southernmost tip of
Africa. Cape Town is a must for any visit to
South Africa.
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The second half of this year was extremely
busy but rewarding:
Buckingham Palace
I was honoured for the second time to be invited to attend the Queen’s Garden Party
in July 2008. It was good to move among the great and the mighty in particular
Bishops from all over the world who were attending the Lambeth Conference. It was
good also to meet up with our former General Overseer, Dr. Lamar Vest who was
also a guest at the party.

10 Downing Street
In November I was one of a number of guests invited to 10 Downing Street for the
Peace Awards hosted by Prime Minister Gordon Brown. The Peace Alliance is a
London wide organisation which I co-founded ten years ago to work for peace and
community cohesion in our country. The awards were given to people young and
old who had achieved in their pursuit of the Peace Alliance objectives.

Visit to Westminster
On the 10th - 11th December I was one of twenty key leaders invited to meet and
lunch with David Cameron MP, Leader of the Opposition and member of the Shadow
Cabinet to discuss a number of issues, especially around family and social concerns,
and how the third sector – charitable/voluntary organisations like the church – can
play a more active role in dealing with the problems affecting our society. The
conservative party is clearly rebranding itself in the hope of winning the next general
election which is due in two years’ time. This was a good meeting with the potential
for us to make positive contribution to the social policy formation of this party. It was
good that Bishop Derek Webley attended and made a vital contribution, particularly
around the area of policing and justice.

Retired Ministers’ Retreat
On 2nd September 2008 we hosted a unique gathering of
43 seasoned veterans at our first retreat for retired pastors and
widows.
Positioned within the lifelong learning ethos of the Leadership
Training Centre, the event gave the retired leaders an opportunity
to reflect on their years of pastoral ministry and the challenges
they currently encounter in their journey of faith and new role as
‘cheerleaders’. The memories and observations they shared were
demonstrative of their indefatigable passion and devotion to the
work of the Lord. One remarkable minister said he has enrolled
on an IT course to gain the skills to communicate better with
young people!
Highlights of the day included a tour of the new National Offices
and devotion led by Rev Jancie Johnson, a tour of the Leadership
Training Centre and a three-course meal at which Bishop Brown
presented certificates of appreciation for their service along with
a bag of gifts.
Our retired ministers are indeed a significant group of men
and women of God and it was our privilege to celebrate their
pioneering spirit and faithfulness. They have achieved much and
ours is a rich heritage because of their tenacity.
The event was sponsored by the National Office, the Leadership
Training Centre, the National Women’s Ministries Department and
the following local Churches: Aldershot, Brookfield, Coventry,
Mile End, Lee, Leicester, Nottingham, Manchester, Rochester,
Sydenham, Willesden, Wood Green, Wolverhampton and Choice
Magazine to all of whom we are indebted.

Dear Retired Minister,
On behalf of the members of the International Executive Committee,
I extend our sincere greetings to you at the first Retired Minister
Retreat in England and Wales!
I am confident that God has a record of all the people whose lives
you have touched and the many sacrifices that you have made.
You have set an exemplary model for others to follow and the fruit
of your ministry and the impact you have made on the Church
of God and the Kingdom of God will only be fully revealed in
eternity.
Thank you for being a dedicated and committed servant leader.
You are to be esteemed for the many contributions you continue
to make to the Kingdom of God and the Church of God. We wish
you a wonderful retreat and fully realize that your call to ministry
will never diminish.
The Apostle Paul made a statement in Philippians 1:3 that I offer
to you.
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine for you, all making request with joy for
your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now: being
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.
De Rosa and I want to thank you for your love of God and the
Church of God and for your long-standing commitment to your
calling. May God richly bless you. You are in our prayers.
Dr. G. Dennis & Mrs. DeRosa McGuire

Amongst the messages and tributes they received in their copy of
‘Autumn Years’ (the first volume of a publication in their honour)
was the following from Dr G Dennis McGuire, the former General
Overseer:

Commenting on the one day event for retired ministers, Rev Keith Channer says: ‘Thank you for the kindness you showed in planning such
a lovely retreat for us. Everything was so very well planned and organised and we got much more than we expected.’
Plans are in place for next year’s event and your assistance/sponsorships or any contributions are welcomed. For further information,
please contact Phyllis Thompson at the Leadership Training Centre by telephone on 01604 824 233 or email phyllis.thompson@ntcg.
org.uk.
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NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
National Education & Training Department The Leadership Training Centre
The Leadership Training Centre is now in its second year and can
celebrate a range of achievements in its contribution to the vision
of the Big Move and the wider Church. A number of queries are
put to us from time to time and in this issue of RAP, we provide
answers to some frequently asked questions.

The Local and Regional Dimensions
CIMS: Are the CIMS courses only for
credentialed leaders?
No, the Certificate in Ministerial Studies (CIMS) courses are for
every member of the Body of Christ; whether or not they are
members of the New Testament Church of God, whether they have
credentialed status or whether they have been a Christian for one
year or 50 plus years. Some of the courses are mandatory for those
who are pursuing credentialed ministry or ministerial licensure.
Everyone engaged in congregational leadership is encouraged to
use the resources for personal enrichment and the enhancement
of their practice of ministry.
Pastor Paul Grey endorses the programme:
‘Two and a half years ago we did not have a worship team. We
had one-to-ones with all of our members, in order to audit their
giftings and passions. One of our new converts (of about 1 year)
showed an interest in music, so the church sponsored her to do
the ‘Ministering through Music’ course, which she completed
and passed. Today we have someone who can plan and deliver
our worship services. That is ‘Building confident and committed
leaders’: that is the Leadership Centre.’

CAMS - What is CAMS?
CAMS is the shortened term for ‘Calling and
Ministry Studies’. It offers candidates
elected for the Exhorter’s license
a chance to further assess
their calling and
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suitability for credentialed ministry with support from designated
senior leaders of the Church.
‘To be honest at first I considered the CAMS programme as a
hurdle to be jumped. It’s not a hurdle. It is a vital part of my
preparation for ministry. The ‘Understanding Yourself and Others’
course has given me the opportunity to examine the real me, my
purpose, motives and my relationship with others. For ministry to
be effective a right relationship with God and man is essential.’
Lester Freckleton - 2008 CAMS Candidate

MIP - What is the difference between
the CAMS and MIP?
The Ministerial Internship Programme (MIP) is the minimum
requirement for the promotion of an Exhorter to the status of
Ordained Minister in the Church of God. As well as completion of
the Ministerial Formation Studies, candidates on the MIP undergo
a mentoring programme under a supervising Pastor to progress
their personal and ministerial development. In the words of one
candidate, “‘The level is just right for my purposes. The content is
relevant and the approach is positive and supportive. There is a
lot to learn and it is all grounded in Biblical principles. It will make
my ministry more effective.’
Rev Ben Nelson

Advanced Studies - What can you do
after CIMS, CAMS and the MIP?
The Leadership Training Centre has a partnership arrangement with
five institutes of Higher Education where members of our church
can pursue advanced studies in Biblical and theological studies
for ministry. Pauline McGregor - an aspiring Christian counsellor,
is affirmative of this in her feedback, “The CIMS course was an
excellent path to opening up my mind to ministering to the differing
needs of individuals. Having passed the course, I have transferred
the learning to an accredited (BACP) counselling course.”

Non-Accredited Learning opportunities - Apart
from CIMS what other learning activities does
the Leadership Training Centre offer?
Local and District leaders or other Christian groups can use the
Centre for one-day education and training events of their choice
independently or in collaboration with a member of the national
team of facilitators. The Education Director can work with local/
district ministry teams to plan and facilitate events at the Centre or
on their home ground. Evaluating our input into the planning and
delivery of their training event Veronica Patmore - Small Group
Co-ordinator writes: ‘You have been inspirational and effective
in the formulation of our Care Group Ministry. The CIMS course
has been challenging, equipping and rewarding in my ministry of
Care.’
June McKenzie -District Women’s President, states that “The input
from the Leadership Training Centre was invaluable, inspiring and
gave us a much needed focus, enabling us to achieve our goals.
A valuable resource for NTCG”

The Oliver Lyseight Annual Lecture
How does the annual lecture fit into the goals of the Leadership
Training Centre?
The Oliver Lyseight Annual Lecture offers additional space for us
to engage in conversations about our Pentecostal heritage and
how this informs our theology and missiological predilections.
The inaugural lecture was delivered by Bishop Dr Joe Aldred.
The 2009 lecture is entitled ‘Challenges of Black Pentecostal
Leadership in the 21st Century - Moving beyond maintenance
to mission by resisting the bewitchment of colonial Christianity.’
It will be delivered by Dr Robert Beckford on Saturday 28th
February at the Leadership Training Centre.
Rev Kevin Shaw contends:
‘Every serious academic training institution needs an annual
lecture to analyse the past and chart the future. The Black British
church in the 21st century needs direction and leadership now
more than ever. The Oliver Lyseight Annual Lecture throws down
the gauntlet for its leaders to then accept or decline the challenge.’

The Roswith Gerloff Library What about the Library?
We are still in the process of seeking
funding and enlisting qualified volunteers
to help us develop this unique specialist
library on Black Majority Churches in
Britain. We are aiming to have it up and
running by early spring 2010.

The National Departments - How does
the training programme of the national
departments fit into the work of the Leadership
Training Centre?
We are working with each of the national departments to support
the training required for their specialised areas of ministry. One
head of department says: ‘It was good to have input from Phyllis
at our recent National Youth Leaders’ Retreat. Time was spent
matching our training needs with the current courses on offer.
We are now working with Phyllis to deliver specific training for
our youth leaders.’ Rev Ruben King, National Youth and Christian
Education Director

The International Dimension - Are there any
links between the work of the Leadership
Training Centre and the International church
education programme?
Our work reaches beyond the confines of England and Wales. We
are well positioned to share our experience and expertise with
the international church. Phyllis Thompson has been recently
appointed to the Board of the Ministerial Development/School
Ministry (MDSOM). The MDSOM is a unit of the Division of
Education. The role of the Board is to give input to lifelong learning
for ministers as well as ministerial development programs that
prepare ministers for licensure. The board is concerned with what
MDSOM develops, promotes and implements in the following
initiatives:
•
•
•
•
•

Ministerial Internship Program (MIP)
Calling and Ministries Studies (CAMS)
Ministerial Formation Studies (MFS)
Licensure Study Materials
School of Ministry (SOM) and the SOM Curriculum – the
Certificate In Ministerial Studies (CIMS)
• Lay Leadership Development (LLD)
Commenting on the work of the Leadership Training Centre, Dr.
Bill George, Coordinator of Education for Church of God World
Missions states:
‘We need to commend the UK for the integration of all the
educational programs. This serves as the model for other nations
to learn from.’
The Administrative Bishop and all engaged in the work of the
Leadership Training Centre are indebted to each Gideon partner
whose prayer and generous financial investment make our
education and training programme a reality. To you we say thanks
and to God we give the Glory.
For further information about any aspect of this area of ministry,
please contact the Leadership Training Centre by telephone on
01604 824 233, by email educationadmin@ntcg.org.uk or visit
our website: www.ntcg.org.uk/education. To become a Gideon
Partner and work with us in funding this vital area of ministry,
please contact the Office of the Administrative Bishop via Leony
Titus on 01604 824 222 (Ext 4) or email leony.titus@ntcg.org.uk.

Rev. Phyllis Thompson
Director of Education & Training
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National Women’s Ministries Department
Our last Women’s Empowerment Conference has once again been
described as “the best ever”. There is no doubt that our awesome
God delights in showing His glory time and time again! The
dynamic ministries during the weekend were, without a doubt, a
very important part of the outpouring of blessings, but in the words
of one delegate “the Best MAN was there!”

I understand that your past does not dictate your future. His Divine
Touch transforms, His Divine Touch gives purpose to our life, and
His Divine Touch will allow us sisters to understand who we are
in Christ. His Divine Touch is unique. What the enemy planned,
God will turn it around and it will become our stepping stone to
greater victory in Christ Jesus.

From the evaluations received so far it is evident that women and
men alike were uplifted and encouraged. Some individuals are
still amazed at the altar session on Saturday night. Although we
believe the final figures will be much more, five individuals have
been reported as receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and a
number of others accepted Christ as their personal Saviour. We
celebrate what God has done and continue to do in the lives of His
people. The following is a testimony from one of our delegates:

Jeremiah 1:5 “before I formed you in the womb I knew you” and
Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the thoughts I think towards you, says the
Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil to give you a future and a
hope”. Be encouraged that through The Divine Touch of Gods
hand we can join together as sisters and shout “the best is yet to
come.” Hallelujah.”

‘His Divine Touch’ is a God sent theme, especially for the 21st century
woman. The Divine Touch of God heals, delivers and transform.
I thank God I was able to attend the National Women’s Empowerment
Conference of this year. I was very moved by Pastor Anna Phillip
as she ministered on the Friday night; how she herself is a witness
of the transforming power of God through the abuse she endured
as a child. This testimony was a blessing and an encouragement to
me and I’m sure to those in attendance and those who may have
listened to the CD.
This gives me a greater understanding of the healing power of God
in lives that have been hurt emotionally, physically or mentally. His
Divine Touch will set you free and give you a new outlook in life.
It does not matter our circumstances God has a great plan for our
lives.

We will be continuing the theme of “His Divine Touch” during
our Retreat scheduled for 6th to 8th March 2009 when we will be
welcoming back Pastor Celia Apeagyei-Collins.
I
am
continually
grateful for the support
of my Executive Board,
all delegates and the
Ministers and I am
confident that greater
days are ahead of us.
Millicent Brown (Mrs)
Director of Women’s
Ministries

National
Evangelism
Department

National Youth & Christian
Education Department

We are pleased to announce the
appointment of a National Evangelism
Board which will aid the director,
Rev. Terrance Caine in the delivery of
our evangelism programmes locally
and nationally. The board consists of
Bishop George Beason, Pastor/District
Pastor of Nottingham, Rev. Dalton
Brown, minister based at the Dudley
Church and Rev. Sharon Miller,
Associate Pastor & Evangelist based at
the Lee Church. Rev. Caine serves as
Chairman.

Youth Academy aims to aid the personal and social
development of young people, through a programme
consisting of leadership and life skills development,
confidence and team-building exercises, in a
Christian context. The fourth Youth Academy
certainly continued to build on the success of the
previous years with a record attendance of just over
230 people. It was once again a space that God had
earmarked to uplift, challenge and transform the lives of young people. Youth Academy is
also a place to make new friends, strengthen existing relationships and have a lot of fun.
Youth leaders made huge efforts to get young people from around the country to the event
and found it was well worth it.

Members of the board will be in
contact with you shortly regarding
the 2009 initiatives for our Big Move
Evangelism Programme.
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Alva Thomas - Huddersfield

Youth Academy 2008

As well as inspiring worship, chill out time, team sports and other activities, the theme
‘Conflict Free Living’ included Bev Thomas exploring ‘Tools for managing conflicts,’
and an interactive drama workshop led by Silvano Griffiths called ‘What’s ur beef.’ The
weekend ended with a thought provoking sermon from Revd Matt Summerfield drawn
from Proverbs 28:1, “… the righteous are as bold as a lion.”

Convention 2009 - The K Factor, The Trilogy Part 2

Kingdom
Lyrics
The Red Letter Edition
What do the ‘Red Letters’ in the Bible say? If Jesus was
physically on earth today as a preacher, poet, playwright,
rap artiste, talk show host, life coach or even a politician,
what would He have to say? What does Jesus want to say
through you to your generation? Join us from Friday 1st Sunday 3rd May 2009 at the Bethel Convention Centre,
West Bromwich, B70 7JW as we explore the lyrics of Jesus.
The winning entry for the convention artwork was designed
by Janine Bucknor from NTCG Erdington (see convention
advert). For more information and to submit your creative
Kingdom ideas for convention visit www.ntcg.org.uk/yce/
convention/2009/convention.

Timothy Bryan Award
Reverend Timothy Bryan was involved in many pioneering ventures
at national, district and local level. He cared about the community
and often spent many hours at police stations as an appropriate
adult for youth in problems with the law. He was a visionary with
an infectious passion for excellence.
In honour of Tim’s life, the National Youth Board deemed it
appropriate to launch an annual award named after him that
recognises outstanding achievement. The award is based around
the five outcomes from the government initiative, Every Child
Matters. You can nominate an individual or group of young people
aged 11 to 25 who currently work to ensure children and young
people have the support they need to:
•
•
•
•
•

Be healthy
Stay safe
Enjoy and achieve
Make a positive contribution
Achieve economic well-being

For information about the
above core themes visit www.
everychildmatters.gov.uk, click
on ‘Aims and Outcomes’ and
then select ‘Outcomes for
children and young people.’
From this page download
Every Child Matters Outcomes
Framework PDF.
The closing date for nominations
is Monday 30th March 2009.
To obtain a nomination form
contact your Local or District Director of Youth & Christian
Education. Alternatively visit the website (www.ntcg.org.uk/yce),
email youth@ntcg.org.uk or call 01604 824 220.
Rev. Ruben King
National Youth & C. E. Director
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National Men’s Ministries
2008 has been an exciting and challenging year, one that we have never seen before.
Men in Ministry Weekend
The year started with our Men in Ministry Weekend in March
2008, a training and development weekend for all local Men’s
Ministry leaders throughout the country. The attendance was
well below what we expected but Pastor Celia Collins taught on
leadership and the implementing of Vision.

Personal Budget Coaching Workshop
This workshop was very informative for those who attended. The
feedback was very encouraging and participants felt they could
implement and teach some of the practical applications that were
dealt with in the workshop. We have been informed that one of
the participants has now set up his own advice centre as a result of
the workshop. This workshop will be run again in 2009.

Summer Camp for Boys
Between the 28th July and the 1st August 2008 Men’s Ministries
held their first young men’s boot camp. There were 19 mentees
from various churches in the country at the camp, along with 5
mentors from Men’s Ministries. We would like to thank all the
sponsors of the young men who assisted in making this event
possible.
A special thank
you to Bishop U.
L. Simpson for the
support he gave
the project. Thanks
also to the mentors
Steven Brooks from
Black Boys Can,
Steve
Lawrence,

trainer. A representation of the young boys was recognised at
the National Conference for participating in the week of activities
and we look forward for larger intake in 2009 as we develop our
programme.
In 2009 we are asking those who would like to participate to
please register early and not leave it until the last day. If you are
a mentor, coach or willing volunteer contact Steve Lawrence on
08450 568 776 and give us your details.

Conference 2008 – Time4Transformation
Conference 2008 was an inspiration to all those who attended.
Thank you all for showing up in your numbers to support the
Men’s Ministries Department. Our International Men’s Director,
Dr Leonard Albert was sensational with his humour and positive
approach to ministry. One of his sessions encouraged us to think
about “How we finish”, when we reach the end of our service
we must hold our heads with dignity. Chris Lindo lectured on
“Working with your Pastor”, this generated a lot of questions some
of which we were unable to deal with because of time.
The new face of the National Men’s Ministries Department was
launched in conference; the world will know us as Life Builders
UK. Our presentation was produced by Junior Bucknor in the
form of a movie, which caught the imagination of the conference
attendees. We are arranging for a copy to be sent to all local Men’s
groups for watching and discussions.
During the past two years a number of men have come forward
offering their support and skills to the department. This has borne
fruit and we would like to encourage volunteers at every level
to participate in Men’s Ministry. Give your names to your local
representative and Pastor. We all have a part in “Building Better
Men”.
We would like to say thank you to Oliver Hamilton, Seymour
Mattis, Martin Hepburn and Fred Edwards who have served on
the National Men’s Ministries board for over ten years and have
now ended their tenure on the board. We thank them for their
contribution and wish them all the best in their local pursuits.
These great men of God will be appreciated in the National Men’s
conference 2009.

Upcoming MMD Events
• M
 IM 2009 – (Men in Ministry Development Weekend) 13 -15
March 2009
• N
 ational Men’s Ministries – Personal Budget Coach Training
- May 30th 2009 Education Training Centre, 1-3 Horseshoe
Street, Northampton, NN1 1TD
• Boyz2Men – Summer Boot Camp - 3rd – 7th August 2009
Clyde Quamina, and Earl Dinham for taking the time out from
work to support the camp. It was an inspiration to see the young
boys take on the daily challenges they were set. The activities
consisted of quarrying, absailing, trekking and a session with the
army. We had a very powerful self-defence session with an SAS
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Please visit www.visionbuilders.mfbiz.com for leadership and
Men’s Ministries resources.
Rev. Alex Gordon
Director, National Men’s Ministries

Single Adult Ministry (SAM)
The challenge of engaging with males is certainly not an issue
peculiar to SAM, but tends to be more noticeable in SAM due to
the nature of the ministry and the audience we aim to engage.
This year we took time out to begin responding to this challenge,
by piloting a programme focusing on
single men at the Handsworth church.
The result was a series of meetings
commencing in May, called Rules of
Dating. These meetings successfully
engaged the men in discussing how
we can best help our men to navigate
through the minefield of today’s dating
culture, towards successful, life-long
marriages.
Notes of the sessions were sent out to the
national SAM mailing list for comments.
The responses from women were very
encouraging, the most interesting
observation being that the women either
saw nothing, or else very little within
the notes that they disagreed with!
One woman commented, “I like and
respected what you all had to say and to tell you the truth I was a
little surprised that men think that way; never thought men’s needs
were similar to women’s needs; not exact but similar.” We expect
to complete the pilot programme early 2009 and will use the
learning to inform the way we work with single men nationally.

Other highlights of the year include a visit to Cape Town, South
Africa with the Church of God International Short Term Evangelism
Partners (STEP) programme and a visit to development projects
and historical sites in Ghana. Then in November, a delegation
of 15 drawn from London, Manchester
and the Midlands travelled to the
Church of God International Single
Adults & Young Adults Cruise – hosted
jointly with the Assemblies of God. It
was a fantastic experience to meet and
fellowship with nearly 400 people from
countries including the USA, Canada,
Belgium, Jamaica, Guyana and the
Bahamas. In addition to visiting the
Cayman Islands and Cozumel, Mexico,
there was an exclusive SAM programme
of activities on the ship, including group
discussions, seminars on hot topics,
plus great times of worship and prayer.
Plans for the 2009 cruise are already
well underway and early indications
suggest that the UK delegation will be
significantly higher this time! It takes
place 2-7 November and for further details please contact the coordinator on 0121 241 2431 or Email: sam@ntcg.org.uk
David King, SAM Coordinator
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New Testament Church of God
(Jamaica & the Cayman Islands)
installs New Bishop – Rev. Dr. Barrington Brown
We would like to congratulate the Rev. Dr. Barrington Brown on his appointment
to the Office of Administrative Bishop of the New Testament Church of God,
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. Rev. Dr. Brown was installed on Sunday, 5th
October 2008 at the Waltham Park Road branch, Kingston, Jamaica.
Dr. Brown held the position of President of Bethel Bible College from 2000
– 2008 and has been succeeded by Rev. Dr. Roy Notice, former pastor of the
Mandeville Church.
Caribbean Field Director, Dr. Fedlyn Beason officiated at the induction and
members of the clergy drawn from the Caribbean and North America were in
attendance.
Instruments of office were handed over by the outgoing Administrative Bishop,
the Rev Dr Wellesley Blair who served in the position for six years. Bishop and
Mrs Blair have been assigned to the church at Bayside, Portmore in St Catherine.
Dr Brown now holds oversight for 365 churches with 274 credentialed
ministers and a membership of over 350,000.
We congratulate him on his appointment and assure him of our continued
support & prayers.
We congratulate Bishop Wellesley A. Blair for his outstanding achievements
during his tenure as Administrative Bishop for Jamaica & the Cayman Islands.
We wish him and his family well in his new pastorate at Portmore.

“Holiness – the Key to Revival”
written by Patricia Knowles
This is a well researched book on the subject and I believe
if its principles were taught and prayerfully applied in
the lives of believers this could bring about the revival
the Body of Christ so desperately need. I strongly
recommend this book to you as a resource to be used
in your prayer meetings, Bible study/cell groups and as
a reference book in your sermon preparations.
Copies of the book may be obtained from Patricia
Knowles and her husband David attend the
Aldershot Church and are available to make
presentations on the subject. You may contact
them at 71 Holly Road, Aldershot, Hants GU12
4SG. Tel 01252 328 278
(E-mail) p.knowles2@ntlworld.com (Web) www.
holinesstorevival.com.
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And in conclusion...
We are thankful to God for all His blessings to us over the past
year. We go forward into 2009 with renewed desire to advance
the aim of our Big Move programme with particular emphasis on
Building Confident, Committed Leaders and Evangelism.
Managing change within our national and local leadership, and
the inevitable change that will come on account of the economic
downturn will bring their own challenges, but we are confident
that we will overcome these through God’s grace.

As you move forward into this New Year, do so confidently
knowing that not even a sparrow can fall to the ground without
your Father knowing. Moreover the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. So don’t worry. You are more valuable to Him than
the many sparrows (Matthew 10:29-30).
May God bless and prosper you in all areas of your life and
ministry.
Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop
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BIG MOVE REGIONAL CONVENTIONS
2009

LET THE
FIRE FALL
II

THE NORTH

THE SOUTH

Main Speaker:

Main Speaker:

Dr. Raymond Culpepper, General
Overseer, Church of God International

Bishop Sean Teal Snr, Pastor, Friendship
Central Community Church, Tennessee

Saturday, 11th to Sunday,
12th July 2009

Saturday, 18th to Sunday,
19th July 2009

Bethel Convention Centre, Kelvin Way,
West Bromwich B70 7JW

Fairfield Halls, Park Lane, Croydon,
Surrey CR9 1DG

With hosts Administrative
Bishop Eric Brown
& Mrs. Millicent Brown

Other confirmed Speakers:
• Dr. Ridley Usherwood • Bishop Deverton Douglas • Rev. Wayne Brown • Rev. Sharon Miller
• Rev. Carla Thomas • Rev. Barrington Mullings

REGISTRATION
Adults 18 +
Early Bird

£30 Weekend / £18 Day Rate

From 1st July

£35 Weekend / £20 Day Rate

Early Bird

£15 Weekend / £9 Day Rate

From 1st July

£20 Weekend / £10 Day Rate

Youth 12 – 17

£5 weekend or day rate

Children 0 – 12

Free

Senior Citizens
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