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We have moved!

It is an undeniable fact that these are
difficult days. Since 9-11, the world
political and economical systems have
become even more unstable.
The
wars currently being fought in Iraq and
Afghanistan have, so far, not produced
the promised peace and stability, or
indeed democracy and it is doubtful that
these will be realised in the foreseeable
future.

The expression ‘yet once more’ denotes
the removing of those things which can
be shaken, as of created things, so that
those things which cannot be shaken
may remain. Therefore, since we receive
a Kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us show gratitude by which we may
offer to God an acceptable service
with reverence and awe”. [Hebrews
12:26-28]

Global warming and the current instability
in the world stock markets are adding to
the sense of unease in our world. These
are indeed shaky times! How then are
we to respond? Is there any place that
we can safely drop anchor? Is there
anything or anyone that we can securely
‘tie’ onto?

In these troubled times the true child of
God must be on their guard against the
skulduggeries of modern day ministries
and in the words of the Apostle Peter,
“work out your own soul salvation with
fear and trembling”.

Harry Fosdick in his book ‘Faith for
Tough Times’ wrote, “The highest use
of a shaken time is to discover the
unshakeable. When everything that can
totter is staggering, then is the time to get
your eyes on what stands firm”.
What is unshakeable, what stands firm
is not our culture, or traditions, not the
political economic systems nor indeed
our religious denominations. What is
unshakeable and stands firm is the Word
of God. The Bible says, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away but not the Word
of God”.
God’s words are forever settled in
Heaven. The Word of God is our road
map. It is through the Word of God that
we learn to have faith. In these troubled
times we must fix our faith on Jesus
whom the Bible says “is the same
yesterday, today and forever”.

B uilding Confident, Committed Leaders
I nforming & Impacting our Youth
G rowing Healthy Churches
our Church for Ministry
M obilising
& Missions
O ffering hope to our Communities
V aluing our women and our men
our communities and
E vangelising
our world
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The rumblings that we are
experiencing in our world,
unfaithfulness,
broken
relationships, love growing
cold and the like, are all part
of the fulfilment of end time
prophesies. It is a reminder
that “the arms of flesh will fail
you; you dare not trust your
own”. God Himself is shaking
things. The Bible says “… and His
voice shook the earth then, but now
He has promised saying ‘yet once
more I will shake not only the earth
but also the heaven’.

As we celebrate another Easter, let us
reaffirm our faith in the risen Lord of
Glory. He conquered death, hell and the
grave and He is alive forevermore. All
who put their trust in Him will never be
ashamed.
Bishop Eric & Mrs Millicent Brown

THE BIG MOVE
CONVENTION 2007
Over 7800 delegates registered and
attended the Big Move Convention held
at the National Indoor Arena, Birmingham
in July 2007. The decision we took to
move the convention venue from Brighton
where we have held it for over twenty
years – to Birmingham, the centre of the
country, and also in the vicinity of our
core membership, truly paid off. We more
than doubled the delegates attending,
and for the first time in recent history, the
convention was wholly self-financing with
reasonable surplus, but more importantly
our spiritual result in terms of souls saved
and baptised in the Holy Spirit was greatly
improved. Of equal importance is the
renewal it brought especially to local
congregations in the area and a genuine
re-connection of our church with the
community at large. For these things we
give God the highest praise.

Church, along with other presenters from
our national leadership, were mightily
used to preach the Word of God. Each
one ministered in their own God-given
anointing and glory filled our souls. Dr.
Culpepper’s exposition of the book of Acts
endeared him to the people who have
now renamed him “Dr. Hotpepper”.
All the sessions of the convention were
professionally recorded and are now being
aired on UCB Television and seen through
Europe, Middle East – the first time that
this has happened in our history.

We commend Dr. Derek Webley & the
Convention Planning & Delivery Team,
the leadership of our church, the members
and friends for their support and hard
work.
To those who question the wisdom of our
decisions regarding this convention we
must let the results speak for themselves
and to those who are saying we cannot
better 2007, to them we say “come and
see!”

Our guest speakers, Dr. Raymond
Culpepper, Bishop T. D. Jakes and Pastor
Agu Irukwu of the Redeemed Christian

Muyiwa (from Muyiwa & Riversongz)

L-R Mrs. Millicent Brown, Bishop Eric Brown &
Bishop T. D. Jakes
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Bishop Jakes

Bishop Eric Brown

Pastor Irukwu
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Rev. Sharmaine Perrin

National Youth Choir

Dr. Culpepper

Ian Pitter & the
Worship Team
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THE BIG MOVE AWARDS
On the Friday, 27th July Bishop Eric & Mrs. Millicent Brown
hosted the Big Move Awards Dinner to show recognition
and appreciation for the work of our members, leaders
and churches for their hard work and commitment in
achieving the individual pillars of the Big Move. The
dinner was also arranged to raise funds for the Gideon
Project for the training of existing and future leaders of
our church.
We were privileged to have as our main guests, the Lord
Mayor of Birmingham, Councillor Randal Brew OBE along
with Dr. Raymond & Mrs. Peggy Culpepper, Members of
the National Executive Council, Bishop & Mrs. Wilton
Powell (COGOP) with support from our members and
friends to this worthy cause. We were also graced with
the presence of Mother Louise Brown, the mother of our
Administrative Bishop who was presented with a bouquet
as a show of our love and respect.
The following awards were presented during the evening
The Award For

Awardee

Building Confident, Committed Leaders

Bishop U. L. Simpson

Informing & Impacting our Youth

West Croydon District Youth & C. E.
Department

Growing Healthy Churches

Edmonton New Testament Church of God

Mobilising our Church for Ministry &
Missions

Sheffield New Testament Church of God

Offering Hope to our Community

NTCG National Prison Ministries

Valuing our Women & our Men

Rev. Alethea Malcolm-Lamont

Valuing our Women & our Men

Bishop George Beason

Evangelising our Community & our world

The Church of God Cross Cultural District

THE BIG MOVE Award

The Faith Church of God UK

Purpose
For achievement in training & equipping
leaders
For commitment & support of their youth
for national impact
For outstanding church growth over the last
5 years
For sacrificial support for missions local
and overseas
For commitment to reach lost souls in
prison
For outstanding & untiring commitment in
your capacity as prison chaplain
For outstanding & untiring commitment in
your capacity as prison chaplain
For commitment to reach lost people of
different cultures
For embracing the Seven Principles of the
Big Move in Advancing the Kingdom

We would like to especially thank our sponsors Christian Aid, Jamaica National Building Society, JN International Money Transfer,
National Westminster Bank and Geoffrey Leaver Solicitors who all sent representatives to personally present their sponsored award.

Big Move Awardees
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First Staff Retreat
In August 2007 we held our first staff
retreat, following the gruelling schedule
leading up to and during one of our largest
national conventions. This was a great
team building exercise which included
sight-seeing, health facilities, an afternoon
of board games and an evening of praying,
sharing and singing together.

(Front) Marie Bryan,
Vivienne Welsh,
Millicent Brown, Bishop
Brown, Leony Titus
(Rear) Andrew
Litchmore, Ruben King
& Rev. Roy McLeod

So enjoyable was this 3-day retreat that we
have decided to make this an annual event.
Our thanks to the staff who work so hard
to deliver our national events to the highest
standards.

Holy Spirit
Conference
In November 2007 we conducted our first Holy Spirit Conference in two
regions. Delegates from the north and the midlands met in Highgate,
Birmingham while those from London and the South met in Brixton,
London. Under the general theme – The Person and Work of the Holy
Spirit – expositions were given by various speakers covering topics such
as:

Intercessors
Conference,
Cleveland
Tennessee

•	The Person & Work of the Holy Spirit
•	The Promise of the Holy Spirit to the Believer
•	How to Receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
•	The Necessity of Receiving the Holy Spirit
•	Understanding the Manifestation of the Holy Spirit
• The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
•	The Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church

January 8 – 15, 2008 – the National Executive Committee
were in Cleveland to attend the Intercessors Conference
called by the International Executive Committee. Held
at North Cleveland Church of God where Rev. Mitch
Maloney is the senior pastor, the key presenters, Pastor
Jentezen Franklin, Jim Bolin, Niko Njotorahardjo and
David Holloway along with Dr. G. Dennis McGuire
challenged us to return to the practice of prayer and
fasting as the means to our spiritual development and the
advancement of the ministry of the Church.

Our featured guest speakers were Presiding Bishop, Dr. G. Dennis
McGuire, who was accompanied by his wife DeRosa, and Bishop Wayne
Malcolm of Christian Life City. Over six hundred delegates attended both
events, which was quite good bearing in mind one of the two days was a
normal working day. The Holy Spirit took hold of our hearts, manifesting
Himself in fresh and powerful ways; creating a fresh awakening in many
and a hunger in others. Several were baptised in the Holy Spirit while
others were saved and delivered from the power of Satan.

Reflecting on A. J. Tomlinson’s baptism in the Holy Spirit
exactly one hundred years earlier on the same site, the
General Overseer exhorted/challenged all delegates
to renew our desire for and dependency on the Holy
Spirit. The ministry of Pastor Niko, Leader of the 175,000
strong congregation in Indonesia and the preaching and
commissioning service by Dr. McGuire were especially
meaningful to me.

The depth to which the theme was explored created an awareness
of the need to teach more on the Holy Spirit, not least because of the
rapid changes which are taking place in our church with more formerly
unchurched people who are now in membership who had no previous
knowledge of the Holy Spirit and His importance in the Pentecostal
movements. The message to our denomination is “we become more of
what we practise than what we preach”. Let us give the Holy Spirit His
rightful place in our lives and in the Church.

Approximately two days of our time were spent doing
Executive Council work. In the end we were pleased
at how much work we did and the strengthening of the
bond between us. Eleven men travelling up and down
Highway 75 without suit and tie – and perhaps without
our wives – can be great fun. Childhood stories, comedy
in the church, ghost-busting stories all take on a new
meaning and is a great stress reliever.
7

National Ministers’
Conference

Ministers’ Conference in September 2007 was one of our best in terms of ministers attending and business transactions. The conference
is in fact our annual meeting when we transact the business of our church in compliance with our status as a company limited by
guarantee, a registered charity and of course in accordance with the Minutes of the International General Assembly. Although our Annual
Audited Accounts were not ready for this conference, we were able to present a full set of unqualified accounts at our Annual General
Meeting a month later. Changes in government legislations and recent legal rulings regarding the employment status of our ministers are
demanding, not only in how we administer the affairs of the church, but also in the traditional status we hold as clergy persons. We will
need much wisdom, prayer and professional guidance as we negotiate this litigious maize.
The body of ministers also elected a National Executive Council of ten Bishops to serve for the period September 2007 to August 2009.
The new Council consists of:
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Bishop Donald Bolt
(Aldershot)

Bishop Deverton Douglas
(Deptford)

Bishop Clinton Ryan
(Highgate)

Bishop Winston Willis
(Wolverhampton)

Bishop Derek Webley
(Handsworth)

Bishop Norman Gooden
(Leicester)

Bishop Joseph Roberts
(Sheffield)

Bishop Ulpian Simpson
(Lee)

Bishop Brian Robinson
(Clapton)

Bishop Rudolph Parkinson
(Brixton)

Pastors & Key Leaders
Conference 2008
Our fifth annual Pastors & Key Leaders
Conference was held at the Bethel
Convention Centre in West Bromwich on
the 14th – 16th February. Our numbers
this year were reduced by about 25% and
this was mainly due to the changes in
the school term times which meant that
schools in the north were on their midterm break while those in the south were
on break the following week.
This however, did not dampen the spirit
of those who attended and our dynamic
presenters were mightily used of God.
We were privileged to have with us Dr.
Leonard Albert, Church of God Director of

Bishop Doug Williams

Lay Ministries, whose easy style of delivery
captured the attention of delegates.
Dr. Albert ably covered the topics of
Leadership & the Anointing, Leadership &
the Laity and Leadership & Crisis.
Dr. Russell Cephas, Director of Church
Growth International, lectured our
delegates on Kingdom Principles of
Church Growth. His dynamic sessions
were empowering and challenging to our
delegates and he too allowed himself to
be used of God.
As in previous years, the Praise &
Worship sessions were a much-talked
about blessing. The team surprised us on

Dr Leonard Albert

Saturday with a rendition of “Redeemed”
and this old time chorus blessed our
souls.
Dr. Derek Webley & Bishop Donald Bolt
skilfully facilitated the sessions throughout
the conference and allowed the Holy Spirit
to take control in our evening services.
We wish again to thank all our speakers,
presenters and volunteers for giving so
freely of their time in delivering this
memorable conference.
DVDs & CDs of the session may be
ordered via our website www.ntcg.org.uk
or through the Main Office.

Dr Larry Hess
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National Secretaries/
Treasurers Seminar
This annual seminar was this year held
over a two-day period from Friday, 14th
to Saturday, 15th March to allow more
time to cover the various topics which our
Secretaries/treasurers and pastors needed
to be updated on.
The conference was presented by our
National Secretary/Treasurer, Rev. Louis
R. McLeod with assistance from National
Accountant, Mark Griffiths and Accounts
Administrator, Andrew Litchmore. The
topics covered on Friday included
Record Keeping, Reporting Private Loans,
Restricted/Unrestricted Funds, Gifts &
Expenses, Financial Record Keeping and
a Practical Session of Financial Record
Keeping.
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The evening session was an Open
Forum hosted by Bishop Eric Brown
and Rev. Louis McLeod which gave the
pastors, secretary/treasurers and church
administrators a platform for questions,
answers and frank discussions on the
operations of the church.
On the Saturday, there was representation
from the following external agencies:
•	Geoffrey Leaver Solicitors covering
Employment Issues
•	Data Developments covering
Donors/Tithe Records
•	NTCG Enterprises covering Gift Aid
Claims

•	H. M. Revenue & Customs covering
Expenses & Benefits
•	Eidulos Solutions on Ministerial Ids
and Online Reporting for Ministers
With 140 pastors, secretary/treasurers and
church administrators attending this year,
the general feedback was of delegates
leaving informed and challenged to strive
for excellence in this area of our ministry.
Please keep these volunteers in our prayers
that God will continue to strengthen and
prosper them in their good work.

Pastoral Moves & Changes
Rev. Terrance E. Caine

became the parents of four children, Byron, Pamela, Clover and
Terence who also made them proud grandparents.
He connected with the church in the West Midlands primarily
with activities in Evangelism and Christian Education. In 1978
he was appointed District Youth & Christian Education Director,
at the end of which he assumed the pastorate of the Burton-onTrent branch. It was from this church that he was promoted to the
position from which he now retires at the young age of 70 years.

On the 31st January 2008, the 28-year long pastorate of Rev. & Mrs.
Caine came to an end. It was in August 1979 that Rev. Terrance
and Mrs. Hope Caine succeeded Rev. Glenford Hutchinson to the
pastorate of the Manchester Church and District Oversight of that
district. His long connection with the church started in the 1960s
and includes the pastorate of the Leeds Church, Principal of the
Ebenezer Bible Institute in Birmingham, several terms as member
of the National Executive Council, Evangelism and Church Growth
Lecturer etc.
Time and space will not allow us to tell his story; neither will we
attempt to do so, as the Rev. Caine will be continuing in ministry
for the ensuing two years as National Evangelist. Sis Caine served
as District Women’s President and at one time member of the
National Women’s Board. We wish to thank them for their long
and faithful service to the church and take this opportunity to
wish them and their family good health, peace, happiness and
continued blessings in their ministry.

Bishop Keith & Mrs. Alice Channer
January
31
also
marked the end of the
long and distinguished
careers of Bishop and
Sis. Channer. Bishop
Channer
became
Pastor of the Derby
Church and District
Overseer in 1989
succeeding the late
Bishop A. J. Walters.
Bishop Channer has
been associated with
the New Testament
Church of God in
Jamaica from his
youth. After arriving
in the UK in the mid
1950s, he married
his wife Alice and

Under Bishop Channer’s leadership, the Derby Church building
was purchased and restored from its derelict condition to a most
welcoming sanctuary and a wonderful group of people who truly
love the Lord. His final project was the building of a baptistery
which he completed at the end of December. The Channers have
been ardent supporters of the church and its national programmes,
and have strived to uphold integrity in ministry. We thank them
for their long and faithful service and wish them good health and
God’s blessings for a long and happy retirement.

Rev. Laurel Woodstock
On the 3rd February
2008, the Rev. Laurel
Woodstock assumed
the pastorate of the
Walsall
Church,
succeeding
Rev.
Mason.
Rev.
Woodstock
and
her husband Linton
are
longstanding
members
of
the
church, going back to
their time in Jamaica
where they served
in various capacities
in the Montego Bay Branch. Rev. Woodstock is a Senior Theatre
Practitioner and holds the post of guest lecturer in linking theory to
nursing practice. She also holds degrees in theology and divinity
from the European Theological Seminary in Birmingham. She has
a passion for preaching and strengthening marriage and family
life, and has in fact authored two books on the subject.
We welcome them to the pastorate and assure them of our ongoing
prayer and support.

Rev. Delroy & Mrs. Sheryl Mason
After 8 years as pastor of the Walsall Church, Rev. Mason is
moving on to continue his ministry as a Chaplain in Her Majesty’s
Prison Services. In their relatively short time in Walsall much has
been achieved, including the purchase of an additional parcel of
land and the building of a new sanctuary. This is an achievement
in itself, bearing in mind the reduced size of the congregation
due to younger members moving to further education and to find
11

better employment opportunities. In spite of the many challenges
they faced, not least of financing their projects, they can be justly
proud of their achievements.
Rev. & Sis. Mason are loyal members of the church and have
always been supportive both at their district and national levels.
The Masons will now be fellowshipping at the Bilston Church
and will respond favourably to any ministry opportunity they are
given.

been married since 1992 and are the proud parents of Romona
(age 11) and Joel (age 9).
The Mullings are ably qualified spiritually and otherwise to offer
the kind of leadership this congregation needs to move it to the
next level. We assure them of our continued prayers and support
as they assume their new assignment.

May God’s richest blessings be with them as they continue to
serve in His Kingdom.

Rev. Barrington and Mrs. Maxine Mullings
On Sunday, 17th February, the Rev. & Mrs. Mullings succeeded
to the pastorate of the Manchester Church and supervision of the
district following the long tenure of Rev. & Mrs. Caine.
Rev. Mullings assumed the pastorate of the Erdington Church
in Birmingham 4 years ago and did much to bring stability and
growth in what was a difficult period for that congregation.
Before going to Erdington, he served in the field of Evangelism
on the Handsworth District and was a loyal supporter of the
District Pastor, Dr. Derek Webley. Rev. Mullings is a graduate of
the Bethel Bible College in Jamaica where he previously served
as a pastor. He holds a BA degree in Theology and a Masters in
Social Services.
Sis. Mullings is a qualified mental health nurse and was brought
up in the Handsworth Church under the noted leadership of the
Rev. Dr. S. U. Thompson and Rev. Webley. The Mullings have

Vacant Churches
Cheetham Hill
Derby
Erdington

Global Christian Forum,
Nairobi, Kenya
The Global Christian Forum, which has been developing over the past eight years, has as its mission:

“To create an open space wherein representatives from a broad range of Christian churches and
interchurch organizations which confess the triune God and Jesus Christ as perfect in His divinity
and humanity, can gather to foster mutual respect, to explore and address together common
challenges. “
On the 6th – 9th November 2007 delegates over 33 church organisations, including the Eastern Orthodox and Egyptian Orthodox
churches met to consider the need for the Church of Christ to work in harmony especially in the field of missions.
It was my privilege as Administrative Bishop of our church to take part in this conference and to join believers around the world
who are working and praying for unity in the Body of Christ.
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Education & Training
The Leadership Training Centre
The dedication of the Centre was held on 9th
November 2007 in the company of our General
Overseer, Dr D McGuire and the International
Director of Ministerial Development, Dr. Donald
Aultman.
The Education Department now fully functions
from this site at:
New Testament Church of God
Leadership Training Centre
1-3 Horseshoe Street
Northampton
NN1 1TB
Email:educationadmin@ntcg.org.uk
Tel/Fax: 01604 603745
Website: www.ntcg.org.uk/education

Certificate in Ministerial
Studies (CIMS)
The Education and Training programme
utilizes the CIMS curriculum in the
context of lifelong learning. CIMS offers
a programme of enrichment for every
member and ministerial professional
development for leaders within the
Church of God as well as those who are
not affiliated.
Over 65 people have enrolled and
attended the CIMS courses since the
launch of the programme in September
2007:

- 	22 Ministerial Internship Programme
[MIP]
- 	18 Personal Enrichment and study in
specialised areas of ministry
-

10 Visitors

The feedback from participants includes
the following:

time have listened to a lot of sermons
which have been inspiring but have
not really equipped me for ministry.
The training courses are providing me
with what I need to confidently do my
part in our Christian witness where
God has placed me in the community.’

‘I feel like the Church has at long last
begun to invest in me. I have been
attending Church for over
30 years and in that

- 	25 Calling and Ministerial Studies
[CAMS]
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‘Thank you and all of the facilitators for
a wonderfully planned and delivered
course. I thoroughly enjoyed it and
learned so much. I am the President of
our local Women’s Ministries and was
able to share some of the ‘nuggets’ that
I got from the course. Everyone was
excited and glad to have the information
It was marvellous!
‘WOW! What a weekend! We received
such high quality lectures over the
weekend and praise be to God, it was
all coming from our own. I found
the whole CIMS/MIP a bit daunting
at first, but after this weekend, I am
much happier and feel challenged to
accomplish what is required, not just for
the certificate, but for personal spiritual
development and effective ministry. I
know that God has bigger things in store
and I have decided to be open to Him
and see where He leads me. It’s okay to
operate within what we are used to but
sometimes we have to step out of our
comfort zone, in a step of faith, trusting
God to see us through........’
‘I am writing to once again convey my
thanks and appreciation to the teaching
staff who contributed to making our
taught sessions so rich and rewarding.
Not only will I remember the taught
subject but also the time of worship and
interaction, particularly the syndicate
sessions where we shared creative
ideas with loved ones who we never
knew before the weekend.

in the right direction to fulfil God’s plan
and purpose for my life. This course is
certainly a must for anyone wishing to
explore their call to ministry.’

Advanced Studies and
Research Opportunities
We have confidence in our wealth of
experience and expertise in church
planting and church growth, particularly
in the inner cities and believe that we are
now well placed to:
•	reflect on and learn from our heritage
to enrich our practice of theology;
•	make a contribution to academic
theology;
•	enhance the ministry of the wider
Christian community with our insight
and application of theology.
We aim to achieve the objectives through
‘peer learning’ and ‘collaborative’ models
of study and research under the auspices
of one of our academic partners in the UK
with reference to the vision of the ‘Big
Move’.

The Roswith Gerloff
Library
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Education Month
February was designated Education Month
for the New Testament Church of God
in England and Wales. We encouraged
every Pastor to engage their congregation
in this agenda at a level appropriate to
the outworking of the mission and vision
of the Church in their local context.
‘Education Month’ is motivated by two
specific observations:
• The continuing education and training
of our leadership is crucial if we are to
share the prophetic word in ways that
contemporary society will understand;
• Public education is a critical space for
UK citizens since it is mandatory for the
young and a lifelong objective for adults
and as such is an important sphere for
Christian engagement.
An information sheet offering resource
material, contact details and practical
ideas for 2008 is available from the
Education Department.
Education Director: Rev. Phyllis
Thompson
Education Board: Rev. Dr. N Gooden
(Chair of Board), Dr. Dawn Edge, Rev.
Ruben King, Rev. Herbie McKenzie,
Rev. Barrington Mullings, Rev. Dr. R
Parkinson, Rev. Brian Robinson.

My prayer is that the Education Ministry
grows from strength to strength as
a source of learning, enlightenment
and knowledge for the church and
community.’
‘I would like to express my thanks for the
way in which the recent call to ministry
training course was administered. I am
truly honoured and indeed humbled
to be one of the first set of students
to be studying on this course. I found
the course content and presentations
most appropriate for my educational
and spiritual needs. I am pleased
that the course has exceeded my
expectations and I now feel that I am

will be housed at the Leadership Training
Centre. The library will clearly open
opportunities for links with Pentecostal
scholars and those doing research in the
field in the UK, Europe, America and
other parts of the world. We are currently
seeking funds to appoint a librarian to
develop this area of work.

We are delighted to announce that
Reverend Dr Gerloff has donated her
original research on the Black Christian
communities in Britain 1972-1992 and
beyond to the Christian communities
under the guardianship of the New
Testament Church of God in the UK. The
collection, mainly ‘grey literature’, plus
files on civil unrest, response of churches
to religion, racism, social (in)justice etc.

Facilitators/Examination Board: Dr. Eric
Brown, Rev. P Bailey, Rev. T Blackman,
Mrs. M Brown, Rev. W Brown, Rev. T
Caine, Rev. D. Hines, Rev. C. Hylton,
Rev. J Kurian, Rev. I. Lewinson, Rev.
H. McKenzie, Rev. L McLeod, Rev.
Dr. J Roberts, Rev. B. Robinson, Rev.
A. Simpson, Rev. P.Thompson, Rev. N
Williams and Rev. W Willis.
Rev. Phyllis Thomas
Education Director

National Women’s Ministries Department

It is now several months since we celebrated our 5th Women’s
Empowerment Conference which was described by many as our
“best conference yet”. It is sometimes difficult to measure what
makes a ‘good’ conference, but I am confident that the ministry of
the word, the salvation of souls and the liberty which is felt during
times of worship have, without doubt contributed to the expressions
of this being the “best” conference.
At least 15 individuals accepted the Lord as their saviour on Sunday
morning, some of whom are now attending nurture groups and
have requested water baptism. This is definitely something to be
celebrated and for which God deserves all the Glory.
The Department’s aim is to uphold its mission statement and I believe
we are achieving this goal. For the first time we were delighted to
welcome a large delegation from our Tamil speaking Sister Church.
Sister Marla Anthonipillai led the group and our efficient translator,
Sister Vanija, ensured that the ladies were able to understand and
share in our time of celebration.

Objectives Re-Defined

Conclusion

Towards the end of January, my board members and I, in addition
to taking time out to pray, plan and prepare for our activities for
the coming year, took the opportunity to once again re-define
the aims and objectives of the Women’s Ministries Department.
These are shown on our section of the website (www.ntcg.org.
uk/wmd ) and we are confident that with God’s help these
objectives will be achieved.

The department is not exempt from challenges and from time to
time we do have some negative challenges. However, we are
focussing on the positive challenges right now as we become
more aware of changes that are required to ensure that our
programmes and activities are relevant and meaningful and are
meeting the needs of women within our communities.

SHAPE Project (2007)
With regards to our Shape
(Supporting and Helping
Supporting and Helping young women
women Achieve
Achieve Potential through Education
Potential through
Education) Project, the
funds raised have been allocated accordingly. A gala
dinner in aid of this project was held at the Aston Villa
Banqueting Suite on Saturday 24th November 2007. It was
an excellent evening of good food, fun and laughter, an
excellent auction and a really wonderful fashion show, all the
items for which were designed and made by a very talented
member of one of our local churches. The Gala dinner not
only raised more awareness of this project, but helped us to
raise much needed funds.

Over the past few months it has been a joy to visit a variety of
local Women’s Ministries groups and to see the professional way
in which these groups are ‘taking’ ministry to the community
through the implementation of community based programmes.
In addition, from the various annual reports received, it is
clear that Women’s Ministries groups are enriching the lives of
people within their communities; I am confident that they will
reap a substantial harvest.
I am delighted to extend a welcome to our newest District
President, Sister Leacolder Beason of the Nottingham District.
She is motivated and ready for the challenge.
We continue to formulate our strategies on the seven pillars of
the ‘BIG MOVE’; we are motivated to achieve success and I am
confident that with the guidance of the Holy Spirit our success
is guaranteed.
Millicent Brown (Mrs)
Director of Women’s Ministries
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National
Men’s
Ministries
Department
Despite the challenges of 2007
we had a great conference
“The Role of Men in the 21st
Century Part II – Are You
Making a Difference?” The
presenters clearly understood
the challenges that we face as
men within our homes, church
and community showing how
we can make a difference.
The Brixton Church under the
leadership of Dr Parkinson
sponsored a group of young
men between the ages of 15 –
19 to attend the conference, which marked a turning point for the
department in how we deliver ministry to our young men.
A young man from Willesden NTCG, Simon Tomlinson opened up
to the conference from his heart about being a man living in Britain
today. Des Brown, Rev Simon Minott and Eustace Constance
brought home the effects of violent crime on our streets and the
exclusions of our boys and girls from Schools, both destroying the
heart of our communities. They were able to show how we can
help bring a solution through our faith using real life examples.
Rev. Dennis Hines brought “Hope Beyond the Prison Gates” and
expressed a need for us to help men transition from prison to life
outside. Rev. Barrington Mullings redefined manhood and shared
his own experiences that dealt with some of our fears as men.
Bishop Wayne Malcolm focused the men on their self-perception
with “The Man in the Mirror”, how God sees us and how we
should see ourselves. We were criticised for changing the
format and somehow allowing a less spiritual contribution of
our ancestral roots by Dr William Henry, the current behaviour
patterns of men linked back to slavery, life on the plantation and
some of the stereotypes which still exist today. A retired gentleman
on the other hand wrote stating that in all his years of attending
conferences, as a result of the presentations he has had to rethink
things through about his own life.
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within the ministry. In partnership with Black Boys Can
Association we will be hosting a camp for 30 boys 13 – 18 years
at the Christian Adventure Centre in Gloucestershire, from 28th
July – 1st August 2008 to encourage their creativity, giving them
a sense of manhood and responsibility in their lives. The week
will end with a “Rites of Passage” ceremony acknowledging their
contributions over the week and embracing their future.
We are still putting the team together so if you are a mentor, coach
or just want to volunteer your time, even for a day or few hours
call us at National Men’s Ministries on 0845 056 8776 and leave
your details. We are also looking for sponsors male and female
for this event, so please call our hotline with your details today.

Regional Educational Workshops:
The focus of our regional training sessions this year led by Chris
Lindo and Rev Dalton Brown is to encourage local men’s leaders
to rethink their strategies for men’s ministries in their community
and demonstrate how evangelism and discipleship are key
components of the ministry that should not be ignored.

Focusing on Young Men in 2008:

Personal Budget Coaching

This year 2008 we will be focusing on our young men in terms of
boys becoming men and creating a forum for their contribution

There is a need in our churches for personal budget coaching.
Practically showing people how to prepare and balance a budget,

and think through debt problems then identify where to go for further help. The
recent credit crunch and financial crisis facing our society has made this more
urgent. In partnership with Stewardship Services we are hosting a “Train the
Trainer” workshop for Personal Budgeting for anyone (male and female) who
would like to help their church and community. This will be held at The NTCG
Leadership Training Centre, 1- 3 Horseshoe Street, Northampton on 31st May
2008. Call us at National Men’s Ministries on 0845 056 8776 to register, places
are limited so don’t delay.
The spring edition of MENN (Men Empowering Network News) is on its way to
you soon! We would like to know what is happening in your local church and
community. Please send your pictures and articles to our MENN editor Victor
Sylvester (visylvester@btconnect.com).
I would like to thank the Pastors who have supported us over the years. We are
beginning to see an even greater commitment from our Pastors to Men’s Ministries
and we pray that 2008 will see a 100% increase in Pastors attending our National
Men’s Conference with their local men. Dr Leonard Albert will be our guest
speaker at Conference 2008.
Rev. Alex Gordon
National Men’s Ministries Director

Update From The National Youth
& Christian Education Department
45th National Youth and Christian
Education Convention
Friday 2nd - Sunday 4th May 2008
Bethel Convention Centre, Kelvin
Way, West Midlands, B70 7JW
This year’s theme KINGDOM
GRADUATE adjoins the focus of
last year’s convention with the
next major happenings in the life
of Jesus, namely His Baptism,
temptations in the wilderness and
the commencement of His public
ministry. One of the key passages of scripture will be Luke 4:1-13
which tells how Jesus passed the tests (graduated).
Features of the 2008 convention will include:
•	Guest speaker – Revd Doug Williams (Senior Pastor of
Emmanuel Christian Centre, London)
•	He’s Not Dead – An Easter Story Musical presented by NTCG
Leeds
•	Keynote address – Graduates, Gangs and Guns
•	A visit to the Black Country Living Museum for 4 – 9 year olds
• Praisefest 2008 – Saturday evening, that will feature the
National Mass Choir, Jewels, Squad Benefactor, Dancing in
Authority, Newcomers’ Spot and More!
• Communion on Sunday evening

Monthly Gospel CD Competition
We are giving away some of the latest Gospel CDs each month. To

enter, participants will need to answer the question on our website
www.ntcg.org.uk/youth

National Youth Leaders’ Retreat
Guest Presenter: David Shosanya, Regional Minister (Mission) with
the London Baptist Association
Friday 30th May – Sunday 1st June 2008
Staverton Park, Staverton, Daventry, Northampton, NN11 6JT

Youth and CE Resources
Teaching to Change Lives, £8
Seven proven ways to make your teaching come alive. You will
learn to develop a passion for communicating God’s Word to
children, youth and adults in the church. Paperback.
Growing Pentecostal Kids, £12
Designed to provide structure to help the church and home work
together in understanding, instructing, discipling, and incorporating
children from birth through age 12. A covenant to nurture our
children. Paperback.
Developing Pentecostal Teens, £12
This book challenges pastors, youth leaders and parents alike to
work in covenant together to nurture young people into salvation
and keep them in the Pentecostal faith. Paperback.
Bookmark and be in the Know
The Gospel CD Competition, the resources order form, dates and
information regarding all the Department’s national events are
posted on our web page, www.ntcg.org.uk/youth.
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Rebuilding/Refurbishment
Horseshoe Street (£100,000)
Our Education and Training Facilities have been completely
refurbished and kitted out to a very high standard at a cost of
just over £100,000. Thanks to our Gideon Partners.
As of September 2007 our Education & Training Programme
is up and running with over 65 students enrolled, most of
them prospective ministerial candidates. Under the dynamic
leadership of Rev. Phyllis Thompson, strong links are being
forged with a number of Universities and Theological
institutions, who it is hoped will become accrediting agencies
of our school. The school was officially opened on the 1st
March 2008.

Cheyne Walk (£900,000)
The work on our new administrative building in the centre of town
is well advanced and is projected to be ready for handover at the
end of March. Various structural difficulties, particularly around
the installation of the lift, caused us some extension in both time
and cost of this project. The overall cost will be in the region of
£900,000 excluding furnishings. The purchase and refurbishment
cost will in effect exhaust the proceeds from the insurance payout
for the damage of Overstone.

Main House,
Overstone
What will happen to Overstone? I hear
you ask. As I write, the workmen are
installing metal grills to all windows
in order to secure the building while it
remains unoccupied, awaiting future
development. We are in negotiations
with the local planning authority as to the
future use of the site and we are confident
that whatever the outcome, the property
remains perhaps our most valuable asset,
even in its derelict state. What was for a
long time described as a burden for the
church in England has turned out to be a
blessing indeed. It is true; gold can only
be refined by fire!
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Handsworth, Birmingham
(£4.5 million)
Handsworth Church, the birthplace of Aston Villa Football Club, the
former headquarters of our national work, the home of Ebenezer
Bible Institute, and home of the Handsworth congregation finally
succumbed to the demolisher’s sledge in November/December
2007. The formal act of deconsecration was performed by
Administrative Bishop Eric Brown in a moving ceremony on 2nd
September 2007.
The building had served the community very well but was proving
too expensive to maintain. The old had to make way for the new.
This new building being erected is estimated to cost around £4.5
million and will provide all the necessary facilities for ministry in
our contemporary society and it is hoped it will be ready in under
two years.
This is a big step of faith for Bishop Webley and his members and
they are in need of your financial and prayerful support.
To view details of the project, please visit their website at
www.ntcg-handsworth.org.uk.

Willesden, London
(£1.2 million)
The Willesden Church which has experienced tremendous
growth under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Issachar Lewinson
is also undergoing extensive refurbishment. Even with
multiple services on Sundays, the sanctuary was proving
inadequate to sustain the growth.
With the high cost of properties in London and the
unavailability of suitable properties, the leadership took
the decision to incorporate the recreation halls at the back
into the sanctuary. With extended balconies, the new
facilities will provide an extra 350 seats at an estimated
cost of £1.2 million. The congregation is currently meeting
in a community school hall but they hope to return to the
refurbished sanctuary at the beginning of autumn this year.
They are also in need of your support and prayers.

Kingshurst,
Birmingham (£380,000)
Under the leadership of Rev. Leon Hayles, the congregation
of Kingshurst has embarked upon their programme of
refurbishing their property to provide more room in the
sanctuary and more recreation facilities to cater for their
social responsibility as well as their Youth and Christian
Education programmes. The project is well underway and
is expected to be ready for late spring /early summer. Do
keep these faithful brethren in your prayers.

19

Lee, London (£400,000)
No sooner had they finished modernising their sanctuary, making it one of the most
presentable in the denomination, did the Lee Church, under the leadership of Bishop U. L.
Simpson, go back at it again, extending their recreational hall to provide seven new rooms
for administrative work.
Rev. Malcolm Cummins, Assistant Pastor reported:
It was a problem but a good problem to have. For many years we here at Lee Church have
seen constant growth in our Sunday school and church in general to the point where today
we have over 240 children and 240 adults enrolled with 35- 40 staff members. Classes were being held in the back hall, sanctuary and
any vacant place we could find! Something had to be done. In 2005 Bishop Simpson presented the church with a vision to extend the
back hall by adding a first floor level, so that we could accommodate this growth.
We had no room to move wider so we had to go higher. We asked Richard Bowen (RIBO Associates Ltd) an architect from the NTCG West
Croydon to draft some plans. The result was that we would be able to obtain 7 new rooms which would include 2 new administrative
office spaces and of the remaining 5 rooms we would have the option to extend the rooms for large conferences and meetings. We would
also have tuck shop and shower facilities.
Not only would this help our Sunday School operations but also enable us to provide rooms for better Community ministry and general
department meetings. The overall cost is likely to exceed £400,000 but we know that the benefit and blessings of this project will far
outweigh the cost.
The work is due to be completed in April 2008 and whilst we are currently getting by with tremendous co-operation from our members
and workers we can all now begin to see the finishing line. To God be all the glory!

NTCG, Nursery Street,
Sheffield
The day the floods came…
Unprecedented floods developed over a few
hours in the city of Sheffield on Monday 25th
June 2007.
South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue
Service were, at one point, dealing with one
call every 30 seconds and were dealing with
more than 70 flood related incidents late on
Monday night – hours after the main downpours
had brought chaos to the city.
Such was the downpour that rescue efforts were
hampered because the brigade was unable
to secure backup from other areas because
neighbouring services were also battling against
flood emergencies.
The Sanctuary and the Family Life Centre were
in the path of the flood waters being so close to
the River Don and the waters ravaged both buildings.
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The damage was beyond everyone’s belief and the congregation
has since been using neighbouring churches and a central hotel
on occasions to have their services with no current date for a
return to the buildings.

wood, resulting in the rest of the flooring having to be taken up.
As more of the floor needed to be tended to, the pews needed
to be removed and concrete put down in order to ensure that if
ever a flood came again the foundations would be safe from the
onslaught. The work is further impeded by the fact that this is a
listed building and so everything has to be restored to its original
status, which is timely and costly.

The damage has taken everyone by surprise; as there has been
one revelation after the other, causing the problems to escalate.
The foundations of the Church were then involved exposing rotten

Although work has started on the Sanctuary, the Family Life Centre
works have not yet commenced, and the estimated costs exceed
£300,000 for both buildings.

So, 9 long months on from the floods, we are still worshipping in
the local Seventh Day Adventist Church, who have kindly taken
us in and allowed us to use their church on Sundays and for some
of our meetings. We have also had some of our events at the
Church of God of Prophecy and we owe a great deal of gratitude
to the congregation, leadership and Pastors of these churches who
have selflessly allowed us to invade their normal way of life.
As a congregation, we are depleted. We now only have one
service on Sunday mornings and even though we are hopeful and
have faith in God, the tiresome ‘camping out’ is taking its toll on
our congregation and at times morale is low.
Despite all of this in God we trust and we know that there will
be a day coming when we will look back on this time and say
‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us’! (1 Sam 7 v 12).
Rev. Dr. Joseph Roberts
Senior Pastor & District Overseer

Projects Completed
Elephant & Castle, London (£750,000)
(Situated 1 mile from the Houses of Parliament)
On the 21st October 2007 the
brethren at Elephant & Castle,
under the able leadership of
Rev. Esmie Hall, dedicated
the refurbished building
after two years of very hard
work. This grade one listed
building was purchased for
£1 million but could not be
occupied as it lacked all the
basic amenities and needed
substantial external and
internal work done to it; all
of which needed permission
from English Heritage – the body responsible for buildings of historical/
architectural interest – before the work could begin and who have to certify
that the repairs are done to their standards.
In attendance were the deputy manager of Southwark, Mr. Simon Hughes
MP, who gave a rousing speech commending the church for its labour and
achievements over many years, but also challenging us to ensure that the
Gospel we preach reaches every strata of society.

Wood Green, London
(£500,000)
Three years ago Bishop Burrell and his members
commenced a phased renovation of this
edifice which proved to be extensive in scope.
The end result is that the building has been
extensively renovated to include a new roof
to the whole complex, keypad security locks
with intercom and cameras; new telephone
and fire alarm systems, loop system (for those
with impaired hearing), intruder alarm system,
modernised sanctuary with new security signs,
overhead fans, lighting, upgraded AV and PA
systems, new plasma screens, new padding
to seats and new carpets to compliment the
stained glass windows.
We commend Bishop & Sis. Burrell, his leaders
and members for their commitment and hard
work and for preparing the sanctuary as a
habitation of God Almighty. Do keep them in
your prayers as they move forward for greater
impact in their community.

Administrative Bishop Eric Brown presided in the act of dedication. In
attendance, District Overseer Rev. Dr. R. H. Parkinson, National Executive
Council Member Bishop U. L. Simpson and several other ministers, many of
whom participated in what was a memorable service. The Rev. Hall has some
very dedicated members and officers who worked hard to ensure this project
was completed successfully. Bro. A. King is worthy of special mention for
the very powerful way in which he assisted Rev. Hall in pushing the project
forward. We commend them all for their outstanding achievement and we
will continue to pray for them as together they shoulder the financial burden
in repaying the loan.
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Aldershot, Hampshire
(£300,000)

Faith Church of God

(A church in multi locations boasting over 2,000 members)

After two years of labour, Bishop Bolt and his members completed
the refurbishing of their building which now boasts enlarged
recreation hall, conference room, administrative offices, new
kitchen, new WC facilities, stair lift and a number of amenities
which makes for a better experience for all who use this building.
While the major part of this was done by outside contractors,
much of the work has been done by members including Bishop
Bolt himself.

Under the capable leadership of Rev. Dr. Anthonipillai, this
building was purchased at a cost of £680,000 and refurbished
to the highest standards in the shortest time for a mere £90,000.
All the building, electrical and mechanical work was done by
the members themselves, including Rev. Anthonipillai, who
sometimes worked 18 hours per day to ensure the work was
completed for dedication of the set date in July. Before the work
was halfway through, the vendors were offering £1million to buy
back the building.

At a recent visit, both my wife and I were made most welcome and
it was a joy to preach the Word to a growing congregation exuding
excitement and optimism, not only for the physical transformation
of this building but also about the future of their church.

The opening was a grand occasion, with over 600 worshippers in
attendance, including civic dignitaries, the design architect, the
National Secretary/Treasurer and his wife, Mrs. Simmone Kurian
and my wife Millicent.
This congregation is the largest in the Cross Cultural District
under the supervision of Rev. P.C. (Joe) Kurian. We send them our
congratulations and assure them of our prayers.

We salute these ministers for their vision and leadership and assure
them and their congregations of our prayers.

New Purchases
Forest Hill, London
(£500,000)

Sydenham, London
(£150,000)

The former Brockley congregation has
now relocated to Forest Hill under the
leadership of Rev. Carla Thomas and are
operating under the name New Testament
Church of God Rehoboth. With tithed
membership from Lee, the Mother church,
a new building was bought for £500,000
and with minimal repairs, the congregation
commenced worshipping there in July and
had their building dedicated in September
2007. In that short time, they have baptised
4 and added 5 to their membership, and
received further members into fellowship
on the 23rd March. Financially they are
also growing and we believe they will
soon be able to bear the full responsibility
for mortgage repayments.

After two years of trying, Rev Samuel
Thomas and his small but faithful
congregation, succeeded in purchasing a
building as their place of worship. This
purchase, perhaps more than any other
purchase caused us some stress, but we
succeeded in the end and the congregation
are the happier for it.

We say a very big thank you to Bishop
Simpson and the members of the Lee
Church for their support in this new
venture.

Harrow, Middlesex
(£350,000)
The Harrow Church, under the leadership
of Bishop Spencer & Sis. Carmen Anderson
succeeded in purchasing a parsonage and
took up occupancy in September 2007. It
was our pleasure to visit the congregation
in October 2007 and to witness not only
steady numerical and spiritual growth, but
also the physical transformation which has
taken place in and around the building.
Well done to you Bishop & Sis. Anderson
and your members!!

22

Southampton,
Hampshire
(£260,000)
Under the leadership of Bishop Wilfred
Willins, the Southampton congregation
took the bold step in relocating
their parsonage in a more upmarket
neighbourhood. In a recent visit to the
church, we found a vibrant congregation
very positive about the potential for
growth. The present sanctuary is not in the
best location and their plan is to relocate
as and when the opportunity arises. Well
done Bishop & Sis. Willins. You are in our
prayers.

It will be obvious that there is a
proliferation of huge purchases and
refurbishment going on at present and the
question might well be asked, “Where is
all the money coming from?” The bulk of
these funds are coming from loans and
mortgages, backed up by savings by local
congregations and the income from assets
which were sold.
Coupled with our centralised banking
systems and the excellent working
relationship we have established with
our bankers, we were able to cut the best

deal on behalf of our branches. Each one
of these loans/mortgages is negotiated
centrally and is only approved if each
business plan stacks up.
The works that are being done are
necessary not only because our buildings
are old (many over 150 years) and in need
of substantial repairs, but also because
many are experiencing extraordinary
growth whilst others are preparing for
growth. The simple truth is that we must
create the capacity for the blessings we
pray for.

As you finish reading this section, do
pause and offer a word of prayer for
our work here in the United Kingdom.
With all these extensive and expensive
developments and purchases, the onlooker
might conclude that NTCG in the UK
is one great building site. It looks and
sounds like it, but we are convinced God
is preparing this denomination to reap a
great harvest for Him and He is helping
us to create the capacity to receive it. Do
keep us in your prayers.

Visits/Preaching Engagements
Reading, Berkshire

Dudley, West Midlands

It was a privilege for me and my wife to guest at the Reading
District Convention in August. We were cordially welcomed and
hosted by Bishop and Sis. Gayle and it was wonderful sharing the
Word and having fellowship with the brethren.

Held at the Oldbury Church due to planned renovations at the
Dudley Church, the 27th annual District convention was convened
under the theme “Moving Forward in the Power of the Holy Spirit”.
Dr. Jackson and his ministers delivered a well planned convention
in which the Holy Spirit was active, saving and reviving those
who attended. The Oldbury Church has good relations with the
local authority resulting in the Town Hall being used for catering
purposes. It is evident that the ministers are working in harmony
and it was a pleasure for us to visit and minister the Word on the
Sunday.

The convention was well planned and the Holy Spirit’s presence
was rich among His people. The Rev. Marcel Fullwood took the
lead in conducting the Appreciation Service in honour of Bishop
and Sis. Gayle which they greatly appreciated.
Over the years the Reading Church has gone through a phased
redecoration/repairs resulting in a very comfortable place of
worship.
Well done to Bishop Gayle and his members. We are praying
for you.

A Testimony Of Healing…
The Discovery
For quite some time, my family and my
wife were telling me that I was deaf but
I would not believe them, so it took my
wife to go to my medical practitioner
and ask for my ears to be checked on my
visit to the surgery. On doing so, it was
confirmed that I was completely deaf on
the right side and it was also affecting the
left side. The condition was such that I
could not hear what was being said in
church services, but at the time I believed
it was just people not speaking properly.
To overcome this, my wife would give
me a running commentary on the service
when we returned home from service
each week.
On Sunday 26th August, we had a visiting
speaker, from London who was giving a

teaching on the ‘anointing’. Nearing the
end of the service he called for any sick
in the congregation to be prayed for but
I did not go up as I was not led to at the
time. On handing the service back to
Pastor George the anointing came upon
him. He called me to come forward and
as he laid his hands on me I fell prostrate
to the floor. After being on the floor for
some time I was helped to my feet and
taken to my seat. My wife then spoke into
my partially good ear asking if I asked for
prayer for my deafness and I said ‘no’ as I
was seeking God on another matter.
The Healing
As the service came to a close, I asked
Bishop George if I could have a look at the
new baptismal pool which is being built
but as I went to walk away Bishop George

called me but I did not hear him, I then
turned around to see if he was following
me with the keys to open the door and
it was at this point that Bishop George
turned to me and said “Brother Downey
you are deaf aren’t you” I answered ‘yes’.
On hearing his question I was surprised
as only God, my GP, my wife and I knew
I was deaf. Bishop George then put a
finger in both of my ears and prayed for
the deafness to leave but the deafness did
not go straight away.
The Confirmation
On my final check up at the Doctors, I was
told that my ears were cleared and thanks
be to God I can hear properly again. I just
praise God and give him thanks for what
he has done for me.
Brother Downey (Peterborough)
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“You Must Be An Angel”
– A Testimony from Rev. Lindford George, Peterborough

It was the last Sunday in July 2006
that I reminded our congregation in
Peterborough that my wife and I would
not attend our evening service as we
were due to attend a baptism that evening
at the Brookfield NTCG. We left our
congregation with our blessing and asking
the church to remember us in prayer as
usual.
Travelling
from
Peterborough
to
Birmingham between junction 1 and
2 on the M6 we were overtaking a car
and experienced a blow out. Obviously
travelling at great speed there could have
been a serious accident or worse a fatality,
but God was on the scene. God allowed
the car to travel across three lanes and
onto the verge without any difficulty or
obstruction.
As we stopped, the SOS
telephone was ringing so I answered
it but hanged up and returned to my
car because there was no response. I
telephoned Britannia Breakdown service
using my mobile and was told by them
to wait outside the car, behind the barrier
for safety. (At that time I didn’t know
where we were so I was unable to tell the
operator of our location). As I finished
my call with Britannia, we were on our
way behind the barriers when I stopped to
answer the SOS phone which was ringing

again. This time, an operator responded
advising of our location and that we
would be assisted within the hour. The
call ended and we continued making our
way behind the barrier when a car pulled
up in front of us. A man got out, walked
over to our car, asked if we had a spare
tyre. I told him I did. He went back to
his car, put on his safety jacket, using his
tools he changed our tyre then reloaded
the contents of our boot. I was so grateful
and asked if he was from Britannia. This
man of few words said “no” so I jokingly
said “you must be an angel”, but he didn’t
answer. My wife, Beverly then asked
him for his name to which he answered
“Phillip”. We thanked him as he turned to
pick up his tools and returned to his car.
We watched him drive off then disappear
before our eyes. We couldn’t have missed
him because we didn’t look away.
We telephoned Britannia to cancel the
call out and with God’s help we arrived at
the baptism on time.
There was nothing unusual about this
man but his arrival was an unquestionably
pleasant surprise seeing as we had only
just spoken to two operators a few
seconds earlier. One thing my wife and
I have been left wondering following the

sudden disappearance of the vehicle he
drove away in is whether my last remark
(said jokingly) “You must be an angel”
was actually true.
Our experience makes me wonder how
many times we might have seen an angel
in our daily lives but didn’t know it!
Rev Linford George, supported by his
wife Rev Beverly George, started as the
new ministers at Peterborough church
on 11 June 2006. Since that time new
people have joined the Kingdom of God
and people have experience deliverance,
healing both physically, spiritually and
emotionally. People have received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit and been water
baptised. The Kingdom of God has not
only grown in numbers but the church has
developed. We now have a Seniors Club
meeting once a week to eat and socialize
and the youth club has begun meeting
again attended by youths from this area.
The church has undertaken various
refurbishment works to the building and
we are pleased to report that we are
building our own baptismal pool and have
purchased our parsonage. We have come
this far with the grace and leading of our
Father through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Rev. Esmie Hall - The Pioneer
Three years ago Rev. Esmie Hall had a
thanksgiving celebration to celebrate 50
glorious years in Ministry.
We wish now to join in the sentiment and
thank her for all the work she has done
thus far and the assignment she is working
on currently to further the Kingdom of
God. She has literally blazed a path in faith
overcoming the mountains set before her.
She grew up with her father in Jamaica,
her mother having died when she was very
young. She came to faith in Jesus Christ
on the 10th June 1954. Around two years
later she was introduced to pulpit ministry.
The early years of her Christian walk were
fraught with difficulties but her testimony
is that Jesus made a way through each
storm. She acknowledges the encouraging
24

and kind words from brothers such as T. J.
Clarke and her first Pastor Alango Palmer
who helped her through the stormy times
in her life. Her early story is a testimony in
itself that we all need help as we walk with
the Lord on this earth.
There were times when her song was
“sometimes I feel discouraged and think
my work in is vain” but she always comes
to the place where her song is “I feel like
travelling on… My heavenly home is bright
and fair and I feel like travelling on”.
This has helped sharpen her pioneering
attitude looking at challenges and planning
how to overcome. She perseveres through
the hard times and did not decline an
assignment because she believed it was
too difficult, instead choosing to believe

that if the assignment was from the Lord
He will provide her with all she needs to
complete the assignment.
Rev. Hall is blessed with a husband and
four children. At times there has been a
struggle between ministry and family life.
However, her family has supported her
throughout the years and shared her vision

by giving her room to do all that God has
asked of her.
Rev. Hall has served on the Brixton District
for many years. Around 1975, she was
asked to go to Herne Hill to oversee the
Sunday School class and to see if it had
a future.
She was hit by a stark reality that from
an earthly perspective that there was not
much happening at the Sunday School but
she was confronted by a child asking to be
baptised within a short time of her being
at West Norwood Hill. There had been no
altar call, no drawn out preaching but the
Holy Spirit moved on this child’s life. Two
more children followed suit and they too
asked to be baptised. The first candidate
meeting for baptism was in her car.
She went on to Pastor at Herne Hill and
has seen the Church grow through many of
the efforts and foundation she laid.
Rev. Hall developed many strategic
friendships along the way, one of which
was an Anglican Minister, Rev. Neil who
has been a great supporter of her ministry.
She has been able to draw upon his
assistance time and again.
She was advised by Rev. Neil that Holy
Trinity Church had a hall which was empty
which she was able to rent for a year. In
1978 she led the congregation to buy the
Herne Hill church building for £42,000
plus around £10,000 in furnishings. Rev.
Hall pastored Herne Hill for 14 years.

Many people were healed and delivered
through the worship services at the London
Park Hotel and the strong hand of the Lord
was with the congregation even though
they were small in number.
After some time, she was led to look for
a building to move the congregation she
had established in Elephant & Castle.
The enemy had risen up his head and it
was becoming harder for people to reach
out to the Lord. The Hotel managers saw
a transformation of the space they could
not rent into a clean and tidy space. It is
important to note that God has blessed us
with leaders such as Rev. Hall, who are
visionary and can see through the clutter
of life.
She decided to spy out the land and asked
a friend to go with her to scout the area.
She was led to County Street and the old
machine factory, which again was bursting
with potential. However, when people saw
the rats, the foot high water, the smell and
the darkness, another struggle was on. The
Lord had given her a vision of a Church on
County Street but it is fair to say that only a
few people shared the vision. Many would
agree to the vision with their lips but their
hearts spoke a different language. Rev.
Hall saw both the giants and the fruit of
the land but decided that she would rather
trust in the Lord with all her heart than the
opinions of man.

After she left Herne Hill, the Lord laid
on her heart a vision to reach out to the
community in Elephant & Castle. The
situation has not always been easy but
moving from small halls in the community
eventually to St. Jude on St. George’s
Road was a highlight for the church and
community.

The purchase of the building at County
Street was literally completed at the 11th
hour and 59th minute. There were funding
crises, with the church needing a further
£17,500 to complete and no money
in sight. But the Lord full of grace and
mercy who makes provision for His vision
positioned the European Superintendent in
England to guarantee the additional funds
from the Bank.

The Elephant & Castle Church started at
St. Matthews Anglican Church. She was
able to secure a space there through the
favour she had been given with her friend,
Rev. Andrew. She only remained there for
a few weeks until she transferred her small
congregation to the London Park Hotel for
a greater community impact/outreach.

Elephant & Castle was registered as a
Church in October 1990. They remained
at County Street to June 2003 until the
building was sold for £1 million pounds.
Many people today still do not understand
the value of the building or what God was
doing but He was making provision for the
next phase of His plan St. Jude.

Rev. Hall and others tell the tale of having
to go into a run down room/basement of
the London Park Hotel. It smelt damp and
was not in a fit state for anything but to turn
the lights off and forget about the space.
The space was cluttered and cramped
because the Hotel had used the room for
old furniture. However, the vision the Lord
placed in her heart carried her through.

Rev. Hall had a vision to establish a social
arm to her ministry ‘The Elibariki Centre’.
This community projected provided
childcare, nursery care, an after school
club, catering for community organisations
and care work. This organisation is highly
recognised for the work it does in the
Borough of Southwark. It has provided
employment to many people.

It has provided a high standard of care to
children which has in turn allowed parents
to go to work. The Elibariki Centre has
allowed its employees to undertake training
thus developing their skills and potential
to develop themselves. The project is still
expanding at a fast rate with opportunities
to open further nursery projects throughout
the Borough and surrounding areas.
Rev. Hall is not naïve she has indeed seen
the good, bad and ugly life the ministry
has to offer but she has a deep love for
God and His people. If you really wish
to understand real ministry get down to
St. Jude and serve under her ministry. She
takes away the hype of ministry to deal
with the individual who is hurting.
She provides opportunities to those who
have hidden potential in order that they
can become all God has called them to be.
She has made many sacrifices but the Lord
has kept her through it all. She understands
the power of deciding to come together in
one consent to achieve the things God has
called her to do. She understands that God
sends all the people you need and that it
is a matter of them making the decision to
develop in order that they may advance
the Kingdom by taking territories.
Worthy of note is the fact that Rev. Esmie
Hall was the first female minister given
permission to conduct marriages in
England & Wales.
She loves the Church of God even though
it has not always embraced her style. She
has constantly pushed, encouraged and
established others that they may grow. She
has been patient and caring, not giving up
even when all those around her have given
up and even seek to ridicule the vision. She
was like Noah heeding the call to build an
Ark when there was no rain. She is the
best of the old and new, understanding the
change in season. She has chosen not to
follow the trend or fashion but to listen for
direction from the Lord. Even when there
was only a little flour in the pot, when there
was no cloud in the sky, she remained on
her knees waiting for a change believing
that God could not let her down.
It is true we stand on the shoulders of the
pioneers who have gone on before us but
many people owe this powerful woman of
God a debt of gratitude that years before
as a child in Jamaica she heeded the voice
of the Lord.
We salute you Mighty Woman of God.
Submitted by Bro. A. King, Church
Administrator
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Congratulations!
Dr. Eric A. Brown,
Administrative Bishop
Congratulations to our Administrative Bishop who was conferred
with an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity by St. Thomas Christian
College, Florida for his lifelong work and demonstration of the
knowledge of the Word.
The honor was conferred on Sunday, 25 November
Zamekio Jackson, President of St. Thomas Christian
members of the National Executive Council, along
Brown’s family and friends, participated in the
celebrated this ‘anonymous blessing’ with him.

2007 by Dr.
College and
with Bishop
service and

Our thanks to Bishop U. L. Simpson and the Lee Church who
kindly hosted the service and provided a fantastic spread for the
guests.

L-R Dr. Zamekio Jackson,
Dr. Eric Brown &
Mrs. Millicent Brown.

Rev. Anthony Parry, Bradford
Our heartiest congratulations also to Rev. Anthony Parry, Pastor
of our Bradford Church, on his appointment to the Honorary
Ecumenical Canon of Bradford Cathedral. An Ecumenical Canon
seeks to contribute to the ecumenical life of the Cathedral and to
promote mission and service in the Diocese.
This offer was made in recognition and appreciation of Rev.
Parry’s inspired leadership of the West Yorkshire African Caribbean
Council of Churches and commitment to ecumenical relations.
The Rt. Revd David James of the Diocese of Bradford is quoted
as saying “This is the first time in its history that the Cathedral
has had ecumenical canons and you (Rev. Parry) have played a
significant part in the inspiration for this.”
Congratulations Rev. Anthony Parry. Continue to “Offer Hope to
your Community”.

Ms. Maxine Hyde MBE
In May 2007, the Aylesbury Branch of NTCG celebrated the
achievement of Maxine Hyde who received an MBE in the New
Year’s Honours List for her work in the Consular Section of the
British High Commission in Ghana.
Maxine is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Sydney & Elma Graham
who have been committed members of the Aylesbury Church for
over 30 years.
Maxine worked in the Youth Department of the Aylesbury Church
for many years and still visits to fellowship with them whenever
she returns to the UK.
We wish her God’s continued blessing on her life and celebrate
this honour with her.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May 2 – 4

National Youth Convention

West Bromwich

May 17

Young Ministers’ Forum

Staverton Park, Daventry

May 31

Men’s Ministry Personal Budget Coach Training

NTCG Leadership Training Centre, Northampton

July 18 – 20

National Convention

National Indoor Arena, Birmingham

July 28 – August 1

MMD Boyz2Men Boot Camp

Gloucestershire

August 4 – 9

General Assembly

San Antonio, Texas

We have Moved!
The National Office of the New Testament Church of
God took occupancy of its new Head Office buildings on the 7th April 2008. Our new address is:

3 Cheyne Walk
Northampton NN1 5PT
Please take special note of our new address and
telephone numbers!

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Main Line

01604 824 222

Men’s Ministries

01604 824 240

Main Fax Number

01604 824 242

Education Department

01604 824 233

Youth Department

01604 824 220

Evangelism Department 01604 824 244

Women’s Ministries

01604 824 230

NTCG Enterprises

01604 824 234

Please note that the National Office will be closed for lunch between the hours of 1:00 & 2:00 p.m. daily.
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And in conclusion…
2008 has being going at lightning speed and the rest of this year holds many challenges for
us as a church, not least challenges in litigations. However, we will remain focussed on
the task ahead and that is to win souls for the Kingdom of God. Do not allow the pressures
of your everyday life, work, financial situations or society to divert your attention from
your walk with God. After all, what is life if God is not in the centre?
I would like to encourage every reader to commit themselves to a dedicated programme of
studying the Word of God and investing the time and energy to enriching your relationship
with your Father.
“…seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33).
Dr. Eric A. Brown
Administrative Bishop
New Testament Church of God England & Wales
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