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On the 25th March 1807 the British Parliament passed the Abolition of the
Slave Trade Act which outlawed the slave trade through the British Empire.
It took another 30 years before slavery itself was finally abolished. Now,
200 years later, the legacy of that barbaric trade is still being felt in our
communities – racism, prejudice, poverty, injustice, dysfunctional families,
guns and crime are still an everyday reality for many people.

EVENTS
Holy Spirit Conference
– Cleveland, Tennessee

At the root of all the ills in our world, and dare I say in the church - civil
conflicts, wars, strife, gang warfare – is the question of who will control
the resources. Who will dominate? If people would ever turn from their
selfishness and greed and seek to fulfil God’s purpose, our world would be
a paradise.

Our church year began with the

Over 2000 years ago Jesus cried, “It is finished”. These were his last words
before he died on the cross. The price of man’s redemption was paid. The
enmity, what Paul calls the “middle wall of partition” between God and man,
and between man and his fellowmen was removed; that through him we
all can have access in one spirit to the Father. So then [we] are no longer
strangers and aliens, but fellow citizens with the saints and are of God’s
household…

International Executive Committee.

In the eyes of God there is only one family on earth – the human family –
and it was never God’s plan that one ethnic group should
dominate or subjugate any other ethnic group – not in
the secular world and certainly not in the Church. We
are all of one blood and all the wealth and resources
of the world are placed in it for the benefit of all.
The opportunity for the Church to
minister and to witness to the risen
Christ has never been greater and
we his people must be careful
that we do not allow the enemy
to divert us from the priorities
Christ has set the Church. Truth,
justice, standing with the poor
and the oppressed, are just as
important as confronting all
of humanity of their need to
turn from sin to God. This
we must do confidently
and courageously.
May you, the reader, be
blessed and encouraged
by the contents of this
edition and may you
find added strength to
fulfil the assignment God
committed to you.

Holy Spirit Conference held in
Cleveland, Tennessee under the
direction

of

Presiding

Bishop,

Dr. G. Dennis McGuire and the
Our National Executive Council,
Secretary/Treasurer and Rev. Phyllis
Thompson,

our

new

Education

Director accompanied me to the
conference. Three days of our time
were spent doing national business,
including important liaisons with Dr.
Donald Aultman in furthering the
development of our own Education
& Training Programme.
The Conference was a most powerful
experience and all the presenters were
mightily used of the Holy Spirit to reawaken in the hearts of delegates,
not only the need to be in constant
relationship with the Holy Spirit, but
our total dependence on Him to do
the work of God and it was wonderful
to see many souls being baptised in
the Spirit throughout the meeting. It
is my belief that all who attended
bought into the international vision
of our church to see no fewer than
five hundred thousand (500,000)
souls baptised in the Holy Spirit
with the initial evidence of speaking
in tongues in this assembly period
(2006-2008).

Praise the Lord the

showers are already falling.

Bishop Eric &
Mrs Millicent Brown

Pastors’ & Key Leaders’ Conference
Our fourth Pastors’ & Key Leaders’ Conference was held in February with the theme Building Confident, Committed
Leaders. Over 1000 leaders were in attendance and we were all greatly challenged by the masterly presentations
by the various speakers and especially by our Keynote Speaker, Dr. Paul L. Walker, General Secretary/Treasurer of
the Church of God.
Drawing upon his vast experience as the former pastor of the Mt. Paran Church of God in Atlanta, where he
pastored for 37 years, and as a former General Overseer, Dr. Walker taught that the key to success in ministry is to
follow the servanthood model set by Christ. The anchor text for the weekend was St. John 13:1-7. Having washed
and dried his disciples’ feet, he said to them, “… you call me teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I
then, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet… for I have given
you an example that you should do as I have done to you… a servant is not greater than his master, nor is he who
is sent greater than he who sent him… If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”
Other presenters included Dr. Richard & Dr. Ratidzo Mupanemunda who addressed the issue of Health &
Wellbeing; Bishop Wilton Powell, National Overseer of the Church of God of Prophecy who contributed to our
theme of Building Confident, Committed Leaders and Pastor Jonathan James who dealt with the topic Balancing
Family Finances. The opening sermon by Evangelist, Rev. Prince Chambers was most inspiring and the music and
worship team under the leadership of Pastor Wayne Brown, provided for a most enriching time in the presence
of the Lord.

Young Ministers’ Forum
Set in the idyllic countryside of Daventry,
Staverton Park Conference Centre with
its beautiful golf course and excellent
catering facilities, provided the setting
for our fourth annual Young Ministers’
Forum. Over fifty ministers and their
spouses attended and were blessed with
presentations from Rev. Dr. I. Lewinson
Rev. Dr. I. Lewinson
entitled “From the Elder to the Younger”
in which he shared from his vast experience of over 50
years in continuous ministry. From his experience as a
pioneering pastor in this country to his current pastorate
of one of the largest branches in the denomination, he was
able to tell about successes and failures, joys and sorrows,
goals to aim for and pitfalls to avoid. Using the acronym
DOMP he pointed out things ministers must be careful
of:-

Pride - Was at the root of Lucifer’s fall and is guaranteed
to be the fall of all who are possessed by it.

Drink - Alcohol is dangerous for the spiritual man as well
as the physical.

In the afternoon session, delegates formed four
discussion groups around given scenarios which were
discussed, debated and possible solutions fed back to the
whole group. The day ended with prayer and prophetic
utterances with interpretation on what God wished to do
in the lives and ministries of all who attended.

Opposite Sex - (Same sex) a punctured tyre never loses all
its air at the same time, it loses it gradually. In other words,
temptation comes a little at a time, it doesn’t always stare
you in the face.
Money - To be rich is not a sin, but the love of money is the
root of all evil.

To be a success in ministry, the minister must guard his
spiritual life, must be honest and trustworthy, walking in
integrity.
Apostle Mark Shelton, our other speaker,
spoke on the theme “Leadership
Authority and Submission”. Order and
submission is God’s design and is the
sure guarantee of success in ministry. The
power and sincerity of his presentation
Apostle Mark Shelton
left all of us wanting to hear more from
this anointed servant of the Lord. The fatherly/brotherly
exhortation from the Administrative Bishop left all who
attended in no doubt as to his support and expectation of
his young generals.

This year’s forum will go down as probably the best of the
four.

Big Move Convention
27-29 July 2007
After over twenty years of holding our convention at the seaside
resort of Brighton in the south of England, we have taken the
bold decision to move the event back to Birmingham in the
heart of the country, which is more easily accessible and more
cost effective for all concerned. The National Indoor Arena
(NIA) has a capacity of just under 10,000 and is within reach of all
the major transportation networks and is serviced by numerous
hotels, restaurants and fast food facilities.
Our theme Proclaiming the Power of Pentecost II will be
addressed primarily in the School of Ministry sessions on
Saturday and by our guest speakers Bishop T. D. Jakes of the
Bishop T. D. Jakes
Dr. Raymond Culpepper
Potter’s House, Dallas, Texas; Dr. Raymond Culpepper, First
Assistant General Overseer and Pastor Agu Irukwu of the Redeemed Christian Church of God, among others. At
the time of writing we were already passed 5,000 pre-registered delegates, something we have never achieved in any
previous convention. Something is definitely happening! This is a convention not to be missed.
Please encourage your fellow members, friends and families to register online at www.ntcg.org.uk
or by calling 01604 643 311.

National Prayer Summit
Saturday, 16th June was the date when the church met
in their regions/districts to present ourselves in worship
and to lift up before God our needs, not least for the
success of the programmes we have planned for the
rest of the year and to intercede with Him regarding
various challenges with which we are confronted.
We are ministering in communities which are being

torn apart by the spirit of death: manifesting itself in
gun, crime and drugs. The gradual eroding of the social
fabric of society and constant challenge to normal
family life through abortion, mercy killing and same
sex relationships give a clear challenge for the Church
of Jesus Christ to pray as never before. Jesus said, “…
this kind goeth not out except by prayer and fasting”
[Matthew 17:21].

Holy Spirit Conference – 16/17 November 2007
In 2006 God spoke expressly to Bishop George Beason
this message: “I want my Church back”. Implied in this
message is the fact that man has taken control of what
is rightfully God’s. The Holy Spirit has been ‘pushed
aside’ and is not given His rightful place in the Church.
For us to have the spiritual breakthrough we crave for
the Church to move forward in triumph – man has to
move aside and let the Holy Spirit have His way.
The Holy Spirit Conference is designed to reawaken in
the hearts of every believer the need of the Holy Spirit
not only as our personal comforter and guide but also
as God’s agent of power to bring about the real change
our world so desperately needs. We become what we
practice.

If we practice preaching and teaching about the Holy
Spirit; if we practice living and being led by the Spirit,
His presence and power will be evident in our lives and
working for the Lord will become less strenuous.
The Holy Spirit Conference will be held in two regions
– London and Birmingham – and among our guests
will be Dr. G. Dennis McGuire, Presiding Bishop of the
Church of God and at least one other international
speaker who will alternate between the two regions.
The conference is planned for clergy and laity alike but
we are asking all pastors to ensure that especially those
who provide leadership at any level, be in attendance as
this conference is a vital part of the Big Move strategy.

Global Leadership Summit
(Bahamas)

Dr. Myles Munroe

In November 2006, Bishop Wilton
Powell and myself with our executive
councils and other delegates totalling
36 persons, attended the Global
Leadership Summit hosted by Dr.
Myles Munroe. The information and
resources we received, the quality of
the presentations and the worship
services were simply overwhelming.

3. Servant Leadership demands a price – involves scars.
4. Servant Leadership is inherent – don’t fight for
leadership.
5. Servant Leadership is a divine deposit.
6. Servant Leadership is not for you but for others.
7. Servant Leadership is becoming yourself for the
benefit of others.

not

Travelling to the Bahamas also gave Bishop Powell
and myself along with the executives an opportunity
to strengthen our covenant to work together in
partnership.

2. Servant Leadership is a prepared position – no man
can take your place.

We praise God for Dr. Myles Munroe and his team and
for the selfless way in which he is pouring into the lives
of leaders around the world.

Here are seven principles on Servant Leadership from
the wealth of information we received:
1. Servant Leadership
preferential.

is

predetermined

–

Pastoral Changes, Appointments
& Personnel
Rev. Phyllis Thompson
We are delighted to announce
the appointment of Rev. Phyllis
Thompson as our Director of
Education & Training. She was
raised in the New Testament
Church of God, her parents being
early pioneers of the church in
this country.
Phyllis has been an Associate Pastor at Mile End Church
since 1994. She leads the Small Group ministry which
aims to foster discipleship and growth in Christian
maturity. Teaching and training for effective Christian
living and ministry are central to her sense of calling
and ministry.
Phyllis has 30 years experience in education, specifically
adult and development education. She has achieved
various awards and recognition for work pioneered in
the field. In her recent post as Deputy Director at the
Development Education Association (DEA), she led the
Education and Training team and various working groups
to advise government and other key policy makers in

education and training on the implementation of the
global dimension to teaching and learning.
Phyllis believes that her role as National Education
Director will give her a wonderful opportunity to
channel her gifting and experience in education more
directly into Kingdom purposes. She is excited about
what God will do through the new department to
further develop and equip the leadership for ministry
in line with the vision of ‘The Big Move.’
The training programme and the strategy for delivery is
practically in place and plans for the refurbishment of
the Horse Shoe Street Centre are advanced for our start
date in September. Do visit our website (http://www.
ntcg.org.uk/education.html) for further details.
The re-launch of the Education Programme is made
possible by our faithful Gideon Partners and we continue
to depend on them and others to join in ensuring the
ongoing success of this vital programme. If you are
interested in becoming a Gideon Partner, do contact
my P.A. by phone or on leony.titus@ntcg.org.uk for an
application form.

Pastoral Changes, Appointments
& Personnel
Bishop & Mrs. Lester Rhule

Rev. & Mrs. Reginald Johnson

In February 2007, Bishop & Sis. Rhule retired from
active pastoral duties after over 17 years as pastor of
the Brockley Rise branch. The Rhules have been loyal,
dedicated members of the church of God for many
years and served with distinction in various capacities
before ordination into the credentialed ministry of our
church. In spite of the many challenges that come with
pastoring a small congregation, the Rhules remained
faithful to their charge and retired gracefully, handing
over the baton to another of God’s servants. We do
thank them for their devotion to duty and for their
loyalty to our church and wish them the best of health
for a long and happy retirement.

After many years of travelling from the West Midlands
to pastor the church in West Ealing, London, Rev. & Sis.
Johnson finally decided to relinquish the leadership of
this branch and to pursue other ministry opportunities
in the Dudley area. The four years they spent in West
Ealing revitalised a church which was about to be
closed. The church experienced positive growth under
their leadership and we take this opportunity to thank
them for their dedication and leadership and wish them
every success for the future.

Rev. Carla Thomas
Succeeding Bishop Rhule
at the Brockley Branch is
the Rev. Carla Thomas,
a member of the Lee
Church. Her ministerial
tutelage was given by
Bishop U. L. Simpson
under whom she will
continue to serve in what
will be a new approach of
church growth for us.
The Brockley Branch will
now function as an extension of the Lee church which
will tithe its membership and help to provide other
resources, equipment, building etc to ensure that the
church will grow strong in that local community. Do
remember Rev. Thomas and all those who are involved
in this venture.

Rev. Lester & Mrs. Patricia Emmanuel
On the 4th March 2007
Rev. Lester Emmanuel,
a pupil of the Rev. Dr. I.
Lewinson, District Pastor
of Willesden, succeeded to
the pastorate of the West
Ealing Church. Lester is
a Chartered Accountant
operating in the corporate
world and has been hesitant
in
accepting
pastoral
responsibilities.
After
many years of praying, he finally said ‘yes’ to the Lord
and in his short time since assuming this pastorate, he
is already experiencing growth in his church. God has
granted him divine favour and he will shortly be moving
to “new shared accommodation” which offers greater
opportunity for further growth.
Lester and his wife Patricia are blessed with a son,
daughter and foster daughter; Louis 14, Bethany 11 and
Un-Hae Schweitzer 17, respectively who are also in love
with the Lord. Do keep them in your prayers

Pastor Paulette & Bro. Steve Matthews
Paulette & Steve Matthews assumed the leadership of the church in High Wycombe on the 1st July 2007.
Paulette & Steve are faithful members of the Coventry Church who have considerable leadership experience and
the quality & giftings required to lead this church at this time. They are prayer warriors and I am confident they will
flourish in this their first pastorate.
Do support them with your prayers.

Congratulations!

Rev. Dr. Derek Webley
We would like to extend our
congratulations to Rev. Dr. Derek
Webley who has been named on
the Queen’s Birthday Honours list
to receive an MBE for services to the
community in the West Midlands.
Rev. Dr. Webley is well known in the
West Midlands for his unselfish efforts
in fostering community relations
and with his leadership team have
made Handsworth a lighthouse in a
community which has been troubled
with gun crime.
Congratulations Derek, we are very
proud of you.

Bishop Eric Brown
Our own Bishop Eric Brown has been
named as one of Britain’s top ten
most influential black church leaders
in the last edition of Keep the Faith
magazine. This list recognises the
top ten leaders for their standing,
civic influence and the church/
organisation they preside over. Most
importantly “their ability to make a
major difference in the world”. You
may read the full article at http://
www.blackukonline.com/black/3990/
online.html.
Congratulations Bishop, we are
behind you 100% with our prayers
and support!

Church Visits
Stoke-on-Trent

Clapton – Bishop Brian Robinson

In recent weeks, I have had the privilege of visiting
the Stoke-on-Trent District for their Convention where
Bishop Irvin Johns is the District Overseer. My wife and
I were warmly welcomed and God used us to speak
into the lives of the people. The altar call was given,
the Power of God fell and one sister was baptised in
the Holy Spirit, others were refreshed in the Lord.
Congratulations to Bishop Johns and his team.

It was our privilege to visit the Clapton Church in East
London where Bishop Brian Robinson and his wife Fay
are leading. Sadly both of them were away due to Brian’s
recent heart attack. It gives me great joy to report that
Brian is recovering nicely without any major side effects
or the need for major surgery for which we give God
the highest praise.

Lee District Convention
Under the theme “Fresh Anointing” the district of Lee
assembled for six days of Holy Convocation. Rev. Gifton
Wallace, an anointed Evangelist from Jamaica was their
guest speaker. He submitted himself to the Lord and
he was mightily used to bring glory to God. It was my
distinct privilege to bring the Word to the Morning
Glory and Mid-Day sessions on the Sunday and to God
be the glory – many souls were saved and several were
baptised in the Holy Spirit. One particular brother
gave his heart to God in the Morning Glory session and
stayed for the midday session where he was powerfully
baptised in the Holy Spirit.
The mid-morning altar call was specifically for men. They
filled the altar and the aisles crying out for the infilling
of the Holy Spirit and God did move upon their lives.
Bishop U. L. Simpson hosted this convocation and it will
go down as one of his best. Congratulations to him, his
wife Sis Jean and all the ministers on the district.

Anapausis (Peckham) NTCG
Our visit was on the occasion of Bishop & Mrs. Bookal’s
first anniversary and appreciation service. Unaware
of what was happening, they arrived at church to find
Mrs. Brown and I sitting in the vestry. The sanctuary
and recreation hall were decorated in blue and they
provided a large cake in the same colour.
We were greatly encouraged by the amount of people
who were present, the richness of the music and
worship programme and the dedication/commitment
of the people to make Christ known in a community
bevelled by murders, guns and crime. The service
concluded with Holy Communion followed by a
delicious three course meal prepared by a professional
chef. We praise God that the congregation has come
through their recent traumas and is moving positively
forward, abounding in love.

This is a church with high calibre leaders and everything
flowed as if the pastor was present. We were warmly
received, the music and worship service was rich and it
was great to minister to a receptive congregation sitting
under computer controlled lightings and the most upto-date audio visual system. The internal transformation
of the sanctuary is being followed by external work to
the fabric of the building. Congratulations Brian & Fay.
Brian, get well soon!!

The Beginning of NTCG in St. Albans
An Account by Brother K. G. Beaumont &
Sis. E. L. Beaumont
Members of the New Testament Church of God –
St. Albans
In 1964, the first West Indian immigrant to die in St.
Albans was a lady called Mrs. Hewitt. I went to the
home of the deceased to offer my condolences and
met a minister by the name of Pastor Williams who was
introduced to me by Mr. Hewitt. I was not a Christian
at the time but my wife who has been saved from the
age of 13 years was keen to find some West Indian
Christians in St. Albans. At this time, we had only been
married for two years and my wife had recently given
birth to our second child. I was determined to find a
Christian brother or sister for her to fellowship with so
that she would be happy in her new home, as we had
only recently moved to St. Albans and she was having
trouble by not having a church home to attend. This
was my great opportunity to change that for her.
I explained our predicament to Pastor Williams who
subsequently took my name and address and promised
he would come and visit us some time during the
following week. Two to three weeks went by then, one
evening I came home from work at about 6 p.m. and
there was a knock at the door. When I looked outside,
there was a transit van with about 10 people in it. I went

Church Visits
out to meet them and they told me that they had spoken
to Pastor Williams and wanted to meet with us – I was
delighted for them to come in. My wife, two children,
Carlton (1 year 4 months) and Geoffrey (4 months) and
I rented a front room of a house approximately 15’ x 13’
at the time. They were invited in and we had a prayer
service together. They promised to come back soon and
approximately ten days later they returned. Rev. Ron
Brown was a Christian brother then and also attended
our prayer meetings. As the meetings became more

frequent, we later decided to find a place of worship
and God provided us with a school where we started
public services.
The year of 1964 was the blessed year that the New
Testament Church of God was born in St. Albans. We
have moved to ten different locations since then and
watched the church grow to where it is now. I myself
have been a disciple of Christ since February 2003 and
am proud to be used and motivated by the Holy Spirit
to contribute to the success of the church today.

Homegoing
Dr. Cecil B. Knight
We join in paying special tribute
to former Church of God General
Overseer, Dr. Cecil B. Knight,
who passed away at his home in
the early morning hours of June
16. He was surrounded by his
family, including his loving wife,
Evelyn, and their four children.
Dr. Knight has served in numerous ministerial capacities
over his 64 year ministry in the Church of God including
23 years of unbroken service as an elected member of
the International Executive Council.
Please continue to pray for his family, friends and
colleagues as they mourn his passing.

Sis. Annie Hastings
It is with regret that we announce the passing of Sis.
Annie Hastings, the late wife of Bishop C. L. Hastings.
Sis Hastings had been unwell for over two years but
succumbed to her illness and went home to be with the
Lord on May 18. Over 900 mourners including delegates
from America & Jamaica filled The Globe – Bishop Joel
Thomas’ church – to pay their last respects.
Dr. I. Lewinson led the service and Administrative Bishop
Brown preached the sermon. Many tributes were given,
including a poem from her daughter Doreen and a
musical rendition from her son Paul. Choral renditions
were given by the Leeds NTCG choir.
Sis. Hastings was a devoted woman of God who
faithfully served Christ and His Church. She loved
people and was devoted to her husband, her children

and her church. She is now at rest in the arms of the
Lord and we shall continue to cherish her memory. Do
keep Bishop Hastings and family in your prayers.

Elder George Cleghorn
We would like to pay special tribute
to Elder George Cleghorn who went
home to be with the Lord on Friday,
8th June 2007. Elder Cleghorn was
a stalwart of the New Testament
Church of God and a longstanding
member of the Northampton
Branch.
Born in Jamaica in 1924, Elder Cleghorn migrated to
the UK at the age of 16 after leaving school. He joined
the RAF at that tender age and was billeted at Bicester.
At the end of World War II, Elder Cleghorn returned
to England in 1960 and despite being on the receiving
end of racial prejudice, Elder Cleghorn lived his life as a
shining example in the community and church.
We would like to thank Dr Julia Bush, BA, PhD, PGCE,
Senior Lecturer in History, University of Northampton
and Secretary of the Northamptonshire Black History
Association for allowing us the use of the following
extract from her account of “Mr Cleghorn’s Place in
History”:
Mr Cleghorn was a fine Christian and a modest man. It
was not in his character to boast about his achievements.
But we all know that he was intensely proud of his
wartime service in the Royal Air Force: his war medals
were among his most precious possessions.

Homegoing
There was every reason why he should be proud of his
place in the history of the Second World War. He was
among many thousands of Jamaicans who volunteered
to serve the ‘Mother Country’. These men and women
left their families and their relatively safe lives in the
Caribbean to travel to an unknown future, facing the
hardships of wartime Britain and the prospect of being
posted to the still more dangerous campaign in the Far
East.
Mr Cleghorn signed up as an RAF aircraft hand in 1944,
when he was only twenty years old, committing himself
to serve for the ‘duration of the present emergency’.
He hoped to have opportunities to train as a mechanic,
and to fulfil his ambitions for a better life. He dreamt
of flying an aeroplane. He was also influenced by his
education into British patriotism. His hopes were not
all met, but neither were they entirely disappointed.
Mr Cleghorn made the most of the opportunities he
had, and (as always) counted his blessings. In later
life he had positive memories of the friendly relations
between West Indian airmen and English locals who
enjoyed their generous sharing of rationed supplies
and admired their smart uniforms. He remembered
the satisfaction of contributing to ‘a common cause’,
and the joyful celebrations when the war ended. He
told me: ‘We all had a jolly good dance of course, that
night, to make a celebration…We were very happy and
relieved that we were still not dead!’
Back in Jamaica, the compensation payments from
the British government were not enough to provide
a better future. In 1960 Mr Cleghorn made a second
contribution to this country’s history when he joined
growing numbers of young people emigrating to work
in Britain. With his RAF service papers in his hand, Mr
Cleghorn spent a frustrating three weeks looking for
employment. It was sad to find that the local people
were no longer quite as friendly as before. But one day
his prayers were answered and a first job was obtained

at Allen Mineral Waters. For the next forty-seven years
Mr Cleghorn served the people of Northampton, not
only through his work in factories and on the buses, but
more importantly through his role as a devoted family
man, a public-minded citizen, a respected Deacon of
the Church, and eventually an honoured elder of the
community.
Mr Cleghorn’s place in history will not be forgotten.
Of course it will be cherished by those of us who were
lucky enough to know and love him. But it will also be
appreciated by future generations who never had the
privilege of meeting him. New generations of young
people in Northamptonshire will be able to enjoy
Mr Cleghorn’s recorded life story. They will learn to
understand his place in history; and like all of us here
today, they will admire his qualities as a brave and good
man, a proud Jamaican and a truly exceptional British
citizen.
Dr Julia Bush, BA, PhD, PGCE
Please remember Elder Cleghorn’s family and friends in
your prayers.

Rev. Alphonso Bruce
We regretfully announce the passing of Rev. Alphonso
Bruce who died peacefully at home on the 9th May
2007. Rev. Bruce faithfully served the church in
Wolverhampton, working alongside Deacon Garwood
in the early years of the church in this area. He was
a serving Deacon, member of the Men’s Fellowship
Board, Sunday School Teacher and even assisted in the
Ladies Ministry.
Rev. Bruce was a dedicated family man and is survived
by his wife Sis. H. Bruce, along with their children and
other family members.
Please remember his family in your prayers.

Departmental Updates
Education & Training Programme
With special thanks to the Gideon Project partners, the
new Education Department is up and running with the
appointment of Phyllis Thompson as the Director.
The primary aim of the Education Department is to
support the vision of the ‘Big Move’ www.ntcg.org.
uk through a programme of education and training
for pastors and key leaders, set within the context of
lifelong learning. Personal enrichment for all leaders and
professional development for credentialed ministers
are the priorities for 2007-2008. The programme,
designed in consultation with the leadership in the UK
and the International Church of God School of Ministry
will commence in September 2007. It will enable every
leader to improve his/her service and enhance the
quality of ministry in his/her home, congregation and
the wider community.
The programme is offered at two levels:
Level one: Formation studies and
development for credentialed ministry.

professional

A range of non-accredited courses, seminars and
workshops are also offered in conjunction with the
other National Departments.
Level two programmes are open to every leader
regardless of denominational affiliation.
Academic links have been established with the following
five institutions for leaders to pursue undergraduate/
postgraduate studies in theology:
• Birmingham Christian College
• London School of Theology
• The Queen’s Foundation for Ecumenical Theological
Education
• The University of Sheffield (Department of Biblical
Studies)
• University
Theology)

of

Wales

Lampeter

(department

of

For more details about the 2007-2008 programme and
how to apply for courses, visit: http://www.ntcg.org.uk/
education.html
Public Education
The second aim of the Education Department is to
identify opportunities for the church to strengthen the
Christian perspective in public education, for example,
work in partnership with others such as ‘Churches
Together in England’. For further information about
this aspect of the work of the Department visit www.
churches-together.org.uk.
Phyllis would be delighted to receive any observations/
considered thoughts from those with an interest in the
development of the Department. Please feel welcome
to contact her c/o the National Office or by email:
Education@ntcg.org.uk

© Church of God vision of Ministerial development/School of Ministry
(MDSOM) Dwain Pyeatt

Level two: Education and training underpinned by the
Certificate in Ministerial Studies (CIMS) programme for
pastors and lay leaders in specialised ministries such
as:
Prison ministry

Cell/Small Groups

Media Ministry

Prayer

Men’s Ministry

Counselling

Evangelism

Music ministry

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

Women’s Ministry

Children’s Ministry

NTCG Leadership Training Centre, Horse Shoe Street, Northampton.

National Women’s Ministries
Project
As many of you are aware, our 2005 project raised funds
for Mission Mobilization – Grenada. I wish to take
this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the
Women’s Ministries Presidents – local and district, and
all the women and men for the efforts made in raising
funds for this project. It is through your willingness and
support that this project became a reality and because
of it many lives have been touched and changed by the
power of God. Sincere thanks also to all the pastors
who, not only supported the raising of funds, but
supported those from their local church who were a
part of this project.
And so it was on the 22nd August 2006 - a humid summer
morning - that 24 people left Heathrow airport bound
for Grenada. On arrival we were greeted by ‘crisp’
sunshine.
Our days commenced at 6.00am as we had to make a
prompt start at 8.30am to the designated areas of work.
A school had been identified as an appropriate place
to refurbish, and children and adults had been made
aware of the summer classes which would be held.
We all specialised in our area of gifting - some members
of the team concentrated on the refurbishment, others
on cleaning, preparing meals, teaching children and
adults and giving medical advice and care to those in
need. Whilst all this was ongoing, there were those
who spent time ministering to individuals and leading
them to the Lord.
The prison ministry was a rich source of blessing. 200
prisoners (five of whom were women) attended the
service and we give God all the glory for allowing 32
inmates to respond to the testimony and other ministries
given and made firm commitment to follow the Lord.
Members of the team visited a children’s home. In
addition to gifts of clothing and toys, a party was held for
all the children. The children enjoyed this immensely,
fell in love with team members and one child even
attempted to hide and to slip away with the team!
This was a most valuable experience, not only for team
members but also for those in the Churches and within
the community with whom we worked. Team members
were much appreciated and were visited and prayed
for by the pastor of the Beaulieu church and principal
and staff from the newly refurbished school. Their
appreciation continued by arriving at the airport well in

advance of our check in time – just to wish us well and
see us off.
Just when we thought that we had reached a level of
excellence, which we can describe as a “place of plateau”,
our director, Sister Millicent Brown and her board,
gracefully took us to a summit, where we discovered
our Potter’s plan for us, after He had shaped us.
I was very curious to work out what angle our weekend
would be steered, in order to address a theme such as
“Shaped – what then?”.
Our Director’s programme greeting carried a very
intriguing paragraph which quickened my spirit. It
stated, “Whatever physical, emotional, spiritual or
financial shape you have come in, you can still improve,
and I can assure you, that the investment you have made
this weekend, will reap a rich dividend. You cannot lose,
if you yield yourself to the Master, of all situations.” I
thought wow! What a challenge.
As a foundation for the weekend, that paragraph opened
my eagerness and I promised myself, come what may, I
am going to wrestle like Jacob in Genesis 32v24-29, even
until the breaking of day for my blessing this weekend.
During this weekend we travelled through various
“roads” of shapes. Some presenters took us on
wonderful journeys and fed us with practical illustrations
which drove through the essence of our awareness, in
order for us to personally check our spiritual “Shape”.
Sister Carmen McLeod firstly led us through the road of
“Does your shape define you?” Sister A. Jackson, Sister
J. Swanston and Sister Y. Peart testified that this session
had a personal awaking for them.
Saturday morning our facilitator, Rose Thompson
illustrated the importance of having the “correct ticket”.
This illustration was demonstrated on a very practical
but effective way that sent home the importance that it
is vital we check our “spiritual ticket”.
The morning presenter, Donna Austin-Walker took
over and led us through the road of “What Shape are
you making?” Her presentation was delivered in a
gentle but yet firm way that you eventually discovered
that she had led you to the place where you had to stop
and consider how you personally see yourself in light
of what God says.
After enjoying a hearty lunch, we were encouraged to
get into shape with the exercise and beauty therapy
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sessions. Some women just relaxed as we all had
enough time to digest and consider what shape we were
making. The afternoon presenter was our director, Sister
Millicent Brown. Sister Brown grouped us together
and guided us down the route of “Shaping the Mind”.
She guided us in a very swift but cautious manner.
Just as the motorway is a very valuable and powerful
route for travelling, so is the mind. She demonstrated
the complexity of the human mind. She described the
human mind to a machine – a source of all our thoughts
and behaviour.
In order to be “Shaped” and to go forth to “Conquer”,
our retreat addressed our whole being. It catered for
our “Spiritual Welfare” and also our “Physical Welfare”.
Many enjoyed the benefits of shaped by prayer as well
as being shaped for pleasure.

God used Rev. H. James to deliver the final touch to
our weekend. Rev. James took us through the physical
“Tabernacle of God” and unfolded the spiritual meaning
for each area and item found in the Tabernacle. She
gradually lifted each layer of the Tabernacle and skilfully
matched it to our own physical life. The presence of
God was awesome as the Spirit of God ministered to
us. Finally she reminded us that “we are armed and we
are dangerous”.
This is a basic summary of a sample of such a rich retreat
weekend. Our Divine Potter had to do some remoulding,
to enhance our shape, to meet His requirement, now
He is sending us out fully charged to conquer for His
glory.
Plenary – Helen Edwards
2nd – 4th March 2007

Women’s Empowerment Conference
“The conference has inspired me a lot and
it has helped me to realise the purpose
for which God has called me…”
“…I came away wanting more”
“Worship was anointed and the presence
of God was evident”
“Worship was excellent; the preaching
dynamic”
“I was disappointed that I did not have
more (offering) to give”
The above are a few of the many positive
comments received from some of our
delegates who attended the 2006
Women’s Empowerment Conference.  
There is no doubt that God spoke to us
through a variety of means - workshops,
teaching, worship, testimonies and of
course, the ministry of the Word.  For some
the words from Dr Rita Twiggs regarding
‘Sister Phoebe’ will resonate deeply and will
generate a feeling of friendship, care and

support, whilst others will focus on the
dynamic illustration given by Sister Laurel
Woodstock which will help to encourage
support of others remembering that
there are those who are also pouring into
our lives.
In October 2007, in addition to welcoming
our workshop speakers and guest singer,
we welcome Evangelist Jacqueline Smith
from the USA, Rev Sharon Miller from the
Lee Church and Pastor Doreen Makaya
from the Church of God of Prophecy.  We
are expecting a dynamic move of God
as we share together using the theme:
Jesus – the Liberating Word!  Register
now and be empowered through this
Conference.  
Additional information and registration
details can be found at www.ntcg.org.uk/
wmd.
Millicent Brown
Director of Women’s Ministries

National Men’s Ministries
How are we preparing for the
great harvest that is coming our
way? The Bible promises that
in the last days God is going
to pour out His spirit on all,
dreams and visions are going
to be birthed like never before.
Despite the hopelessness we
are seeing in everyday life,
the crime and violence, the
intolerant attitude to life of
a section of the community,
you must believe, prepare
and sharpen your ministry,
whether you are a teacher,
evangelist, pastor, apostle or
prophet.
For this one reason of
harvesting souls we must
activate our mentors,
coaches, teachers,
trainers, business people
and sponsors to come
alongside our churches to
run workshops, seminars
and support groups. If
you fit into any of these
categories call the Men’s
Ministries hotline on
0845 056 8776. We need
you - make a difference
today!

Forthcoming events:
* Men of Purpose Conference – November 2007
* Valuing and working with your men – 2008
* Finance Coaching - 2008
* Faith and Business - 2008
Rev. Alex Gordon
Acting National Men’s Ministries Director

National Prison Ministries

The Prison Ministry held, for its second successive year,
its annual conference, Ministry Beyond the Gates on
the 20th – 22nd November 2006.
Hosted at the New Testament Church of God,
Northampton, the aim of the conference was to highlight
reaching the lost and hurting world within prison with
Christ’s message of hope and salvation. The conference
was designed to help delegates of all ages and abilities
in their ministry to those in prison.
The conference welcomed back facilitators; Dr Robert
Crick, Director, Church of God Chaplains Commission;
Reverend Jake Popejoy, International Chaplaincy
Trainer, Church of God Chaplains Commission. Both
men are attributed with excellent oratory skills and their
life experience and work made the conference relevant
and accessible. Other facilitators included Reverend
Lebert Shakes, Reverend Richard Jones, NTCG prison
chaplains and Reverend Wendy Carey, Prison Service
Chaplaincy Training Officer. We had four chaplains
from Europe, representing Belgium, France, Ireland and
Germany with their family, attending the conference.
We were fortunate also to have a good cross mix of
delegates across gender and age.
The conference started on the Friday with a lively
gathering of current volunteers and potential volunteers
looking forward with high expectations. The South West
Prison Ministry Worship Team, Lester Freckleton and
company led the spirit-filled worship. The worship was
a formidable feature throughout the seminar. Dr Robert
Crick, the opening seminar speaker, gave an inspiring
message around the theme “Beyond The Gates - The
Ministry of Jesus”. During the lecture, the Lord gave
the first verse of a song to our brother Lester to back
up the theme, which was sung at the end of the first
day. On the Saturday morning, before the start of the
sessions, the Holy Spirit gave Allison, wife of one of the
visiting chaplains a second verse to add to the song. The
conference made the decision to adopt the song as their
theme song.
The majority of the sessions took place on Saturday,
delivered by Lebert Shakes, Richard Jones, Wendy
Carey and Jake Popejoy.

The conference members combined with the local
church and led the Sunday Morning Worship Service.
It was a powerful service of worship, testimony, and
exhortation and Dr Robert Crick spoke of “the love of
God” which burned in our hearts. The service concluded
with an invitation for healing and many were blessed.
This year over seventy delegates attended and enjoyed
the conference. There was a wonderful blend of
learning, praise, and exhortation with Jesus as the centre
of attraction. They were impacted by the sense of God’s
presence throughout the seminar and the response from
the attendees was indeed positive. Seventy one percent
of those who attended found the conference topics
informative and relevant to their needs and interest. All
delegates received a certificate of attendance presented
by Jake Popejoy.
My deep appreciation to the board members, presenters,
and all who helped to make this conference a success.
Rev. Dennis S. Hines
National Director of Prison Ministries

National Youth & Christian
Education Department
Youth Academy 2006
Youth Academy reports another successful event since
its launch in 2005. Around 200 young people from
across the country attended the weekend at Cefn Lea
Park in mid- Wales. The Youth Academy aims to aid
the personal and social development of young people,
through a programme consisting of leadership and
life skills development, confidence and team-building
exercises, in a Christian context. The theme was ‘B
Ready’, based on Matthew 24: 44, ‘So you also must be
ready, because the son of man will come at a time you
don’t expect him.’
The first evening commenced with ‘Getting to know
you’ led by Lindford George. The atmosphere was
electrifying as the songs echoed through the main
hall; great expectation filled the air as old friends were
reunited and new ones made.
The Saturday morning witnessed a time of praise and
worship led by Aundre Jordine with a group of young
people who volunteered their special gifts of worship
for the weekend. It was truly a blessing to see a hall full
of young hands raised worshiping God freely without
reservation.
Four workshops followed the morning’s session,
namely:
‘B Ready to Manage Ure Mon£y’ in which Revd Louis
McLeod shared practical and thought provoking ways
to manage personal finance. ‘B Ready to Step Up and
Step Out’ was a powerful presentation by Revd Tim
Bryan on how to be all that God wants you to be, that
encouraged young people to make positive changes in
their Christian walk with Jesus. The final two workshops
were ‘B Ready to manage Ur Relationships’ for 1316 yr olds and 17+ led by Revd Ruben King and Revd
Wilma Folayan respectively. Both sessions provided
the opportunity for the young people to explore
relationship issues openly and get practical support,
as well as a sound biblical perspective. Ruben King
spoke openly as a father would to a young person on
developing maturity in relationships. Some comments
on this workshop were ‘helpful and practical’; another
described the 17+ group as ‘heavy!’

1. Just Chillin - a relaxed forum that disused topical issues,
led by Phillip Gray. The debates allowed expression of
viewpoints and challenged perspectives. Following
this, the strategic psychological game ‘Mafia’ was
played late into the night.
2. Pro-evolution and Dance Mat Competitions - Desmond
Reid oversaw this time of intense physical and
mental competition that was highly enjoyable and
entertaining. Both the individual winners were from
Sheffield, ‘the place where God lives!’
3. The Production Show – Aundre Jordine guided an
enthusiastic and gifted group of volunteers to
compose and present a song called ‘Be Ready’ with
an accompanying dance.
Arts Creationz - The resident artist for the weekend
Jenny Comrie engaged with young people to create
an artist’s impression of the ‘B Ready’ theme that was
exhibited at the 2007 National Youth Convention.
Cinema Session - for those who wanted a less energetic
evening, Revd Tim Bryan screened ‘The Truth About HipHop 3, followed by a discussion and a time of prayer.
Sunday boasted an awesome time of personal challenge,
reflection and worship. It began with a 3 minute video
illustrated how Christ’s return would come suddenly
without warning. A time of prayer followed that
reminded everyone to stay in touch with God and
listen to what He had to say. Guest artiste, Jenny Comrie
challenged the young people with her personnel
testimony and ministered two songs that were a great
blessing. The scene was set for the Word, which was
expounded in a powerful, understandable way by Revd
Kevin Shaw. He spoke about Bible prophecy from both
historical and contextual perspectives, expanding on
the significance of modern day events. Many young
people commented that the Sunday programme
blessed them and led them to rededicate their lives to
the Lord. I Praise God for those who gave their hearts
to God for the first time, and for others who cried out
for prayer and utilised the ‘Message Board’ as a medium
to express their innermost hopes and anxieties.

Saturday afternoon was a sensational time of team
sporting activity, full of energy and expectation from
start to finish. As is so often the case, adhering to rules,
good team work and completing each challenge proved
to be the hallmarks of the winning team.

Youth Academy is a place where God continues to
have His way with young people. Hence, I await the
wondrous works and blessings that this year will bring.
If you are between 13 and 23 yrs old, I look forward to
seeing you there from 2nd to 4th November 2007; in the
meantime you can pay a visit to the 2006 gallery at www.
youthacademy.org.uk.

There were five fun sessions on Saturday evening to
choose from:

Caroline Comrie-Sinclair
Youth Academy Coordinator

National Youth & Christian
Education Convention 2007

This year’s National Youth Convention theme “Kingdom
Business” looked at the only account of Jesus’ childhood
and took the theme from last years convention “The
K Factor” to another level. The convention was truly a
blessing to all who attended. It was so empowering to
see the youth from all over the country worshipping and
praising God together. The weekend included a play
from Urban Saints called “The Word Made Fresh,” a visit
by the under 13’s to Dudley Zoo and also workshops
such as “The Route to Greatness” and “Pastor, I Want to
Preach!”. Saturday wrapped up with Praisefest which
featured The Company, SOL and was hosted by the
energetic Malikha McDonald and Spanna. But it was
the Word that was delivered by Rev. Joel Edwards Snr
that was the real asset. Rev Joel ministered wonderfully
on both Saturday and Sunday, breaking it down for all

ages. His passion and his ability to share the Word really
enabled everybody to grasp what God was saying, which
was this, that we should be children of the Kingdom,
and that to be most effective we must know who we are
in Christ, we must not just be visitors but citizens of the
Kingdom and that is when we will be able to do great
things in God and win souls for Him.
Our youth are an asset and the youth participation at
convention was awesome in everything from drama,
the children’s session, to the wonderful ministry of the
choir. It was truly a wonderful weekend and I’m sure that
the youth are on fire to IMPACT their communities.
Natalie Walters
Herne Hill

Christian Education
Practitioners’ Seminar
This seminar which was set in the beautiful
surroundings of Staverton Park, equipped and
resourced Christian Education Practitioners,
helping them to link Kingdom principles to
ministry delivery and provided opportunities to
share good practice.
As the theme for the day suggested, ‘The Big Move
from Good to Best’ is a phased process that requires
the pursuit of excellence from all involved in the
ministry of Christian Education. The event began
with an informative and inspirational keynote
address by Bishop Eric Brown, and was followed by
activity based workshops that ran for the majority
of the day.
• Workshop 1 – Pastors and Christian Education
Directors - Lerleen Willis

- Angela Nelson, Anthony Williams & Charmaine
Heslop
	Child protection; Risk assessments; Health
and safety; Developing your team; Recruiting
Workers; Peer to peer support; Administration
- teachers training record cards, student record
cards.
• Workshop 3 – Teaching Adults in Sunday School
- Linda Harris & Lorna Spence
• Workshop 4 – Teaching Youth in Sunday School
- Dave Brown
• Workshop 5 – Teaching Children in Sunday
School - David King
Notes from the seminar and resources can be
accessed via www.ntcg.org.uk/youth.

• Workshop 2 – Sunday School Superintendents

IMPACT 2007
Act and be a part of reaching out and
impacting youth Friday 14th or
Saturday 15th September 2007
Venue: Countrywide at local venues
Prayer strategy, t-shirts,
resource pack and templates
available.  For information visit:
www.impactyouth.org.uk
<http://www.impactyouth.org.uk>

National Sports Day
Football, netball & basket ball tournaments,
plus a range of children’s activities Saturday
18th August 2007. Venue: Aldersley Leisure
Village, Aldersley Road, Wolverhampton, WV6
9NW
For information visit: www.ntcg.org.uk/sports.
html <http://www.ntcg.org.uk/sports.html>
Lastly, I would like to thank Bishop Eric
Brown and the workshop leaders for making

themselves available to impart this much
needed training.
If you are a Christian Education Practitioner
I would like to encourage you to join us at
the next seminar scheduled for Saturday 27th
October 2007.
Revd Ruben King
National Youth & C.E. Director

Congratulations!
We would like to congratulate Bishop and Mrs. Brown on the birth of their two grand-daughters
earlier this year. Mia-Gabrielle was born to Pastor Wayne & Michelle Brown on the 26th April and
Reya Naomi was born to Julien & Rachel Brown on the 14th June. Mia-Gabrielle and Reya Naomi
are protectively and lovingly watched over by their ‘big cousin’ Master Jude-Elliott (Leon & Patricia’s
son) now all of 5 years old!
It appears that Bishop has been using the scripture from Genesis 1:28 “…be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth…” in his family devotions!
Please remember them all in your prayers.

Reya Naomi

Mia-Gabrielle

And in conclusion...
We hope that the stories and programmes we have reported in this edition were of interest to you and that as you
read them you were encouraged in your service for the Lord.
It is indeed a privilege to be engaged in ministry however
great or small at this crucial time in history and the
challenge to us all is to remain focussed on what
God has called us to do and not allow ourselves to
be distracted or diverted from fulfilling our God-given
assignments.
This is the enemy’s plan, but we are not ignorant
of his devices. Let us therefore re-commit ourselves
to prayer and the study of God’s words. Let us love
one another, and build a wholesome fellowship among
ourselves whereby we can be strengthened
to war a good warfare for the Lord.
May God bless you as you seek
deeper intimacy with Him.
Stay connected!

Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop
New Testament Church
of God England & Wales

