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EDITORIAL
In recent days we learnt
that some of the world’s
richest men, among them
Bill Gates, Warren Buffet
and George Soros, will
donate out of their
personal wealth upwards
of US$85 billion to aid
the needs of the poor
and the eradication of
drug abuse. This amount
is more than the annual
budget of the United
Nations.
What made
them do this is the
realisation
that
accumulating wealth for
the sake of it, is no good to anyone. Like Lord Byron, they
have discovered that “money is like manure, no good in a
heap, it must be distributed”. I am convinced that they will
be blessed by God because they considered the poor; and the
poor & needy are dear to the heart of God.
Though not as rich as them, we too must have a proper
understanding of money. It is a tool to aid us in fulfilling
God’s purpose for our lives and for His Kingdom. May we
never allow its possession to blind us to the needs of those
around us. If we do, we can be sure that God will arrange a
distribution programme even if it’s when we die. Remember:
“…the wealth of the wicked is stored up for the righteous.”
This issue of the RAP is rather voluminous due to the delay in
publication. We trust that you will find the contents
informative and that it will motivate you to pray more
earnestly for us as we are doing for you.

Bishop Eric & Mrs Millicent Brown

ELECTION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE
BISHOP
At a meeting of the body of ministers held on
the 20th May 2006, Bishop Eric Brown was
re-elected to serve a second four-year term
with 87% of the votes cast. The Rev. Terrence
Caine was runner-up.
In responding to his re-election, Bishop Eric
Brown said, “I am thankful to Almighty God
for His help in administering the affairs of the
Church over the past four years and I am
depending more and more upon Him as I approach my second term. I am also thankful
for the expression of confidence shown by the
body of ministers. My wife and I are
determined to work for the good of our
Church and to uphold the honour of God’s
name.”
In response to the re-election, Rev. Dr. Derek
Webley, District Overseer for Handsworth
said, “This was the right decision which will
facilitate continuity in our leadership. I am
sure that his period in office will result in the
church not only heading in the right direction
but also developing leadership presently and
for the future. What we ought not to do is to
expect him single- handedly to achieve all of
this, but to recognise that we also have our
part to play and a responsibility to ensure his
success and consequently the success of the
church.”
Bishop Brown has led the Church with a clear
vision over the past four years and his
continued on page 2
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ELECTION
introduction of the Big Move programme has
brought vision and focus to our work. We are
confident that the next four years will be even more
impactful. Mrs. Millicent Brown, the National
Women’s Ministries President, has also led a quiet

revolution in transforming the women’s ministry. Her
conferences, retreats and seminars have been life
transforming for our women and as a Church, we are
committed to pray for the Browns as they lead us.

PASTORAL CHANGES
Bishop George & Rev. Pauline Bookal
On Sunday 4th June, the Bookals were inducted into the pastorate of
the Anapausis Church in Peckham by the District Pastor, the Rev. Dr. R.
H. Parkinson. The Bookals are graduates of the Ebenezer Bible
Institute in London and bring with them a wealth of experience gained
from over twenty years of youth and pastoral work in Hitchin and
Hendon on the Willesden District.
The brethren at Peckham – a visionary and lovely set of people – have
warmly received them and we are confident they will work together
to build a strong congregation this part of south east London.
Remember them in your prayers.
2
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PASTORAL CHANGES
PASTORAL CHANGES

Bishop Linford &
Rev. Beverley George
On Sunday, 12th June Bishop & Rev. George were
inducted into the pastorate of the Peterborough Church
by the National Secretary/Treasurer, Rev. L. R. McLeod and
NEC member, Prof. C. L. Ryan. Bishop George, former
Principal of the Ebenezer Bible Institute, Birmingham and
Pastor of the Woodgate Valley Church for the past 12
years, will bring considerable experience to this church,
not least from his training as a professional social worker.
The facilities of the Peterborough Church, the willingness
of the people and the rapid expansion of the town of
Peterborough, offer exciting opportunities for this
congregation. Sis. Beverley is also a credentialed minister
and has a wonderful ministry of intercession. The scene is
set for an impactful ministry. Watch this space!

Rev. Terrence & Sis. Karen Taylor
Rev. Taylor will succeed Bishop George at the Woodgate
Valley Church. Terrence is a faithful member of the
Brookfield Church and has held several offices, particularly
in the youth department. He is a qualified engineer by
profession and a proficient musician. They are the proud
parents of three children under the age of 10 - Samuel,
Rachel & baby James.
Both Terrence & Karen have been raised in the church and
it is particularly satisfying to those of us who have watched
them grow up to see them moving into the position of
leadership of a congregation. As this is their first
pastorate, they will need your prayers, encouragement
and support. Please don’t fail them in this regard.

Rev. Dr. R. O. Brown &
Rev. Phyllis Brown
On the 30th March, Rev. & Sis. Brown retired from the
pastoral ministry in this country, and returned to their
homeland, Jamaica. For the past four years the Browns
have been pastoring the Bilston Church and supervising
the District of four congregations, having completed
eight years as Administrative Bishop and National
Women’s Ministries President of NTCG in England &
Wales. It was to a packed audience from all over the
country that they said their farewell.
When the history of the church is finally written, it will be
seen that their contribution to the Church of God has
been significant, having served as District Youth Director,
local Pastor, District Pastor in four separate districts,
National Director of Evangelism, National Executive
Council Member and Missionary to Ghana in West Africa.
Until then, we salute them and we are confident that
they will be more earnest in the ministry they love so
much – interceding with God on the behalf of His people
everywhere. Well done Ron & Phyllis.
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Bishop Fitzroy
&
Sis. Veronica
Sterling
Succeeding
Bishop
Brown at the Bilston
Church is Bishop Fitzroy
Sterling, former Pastor
of the Chesterfield
Church
where
he
faithfully served for over
17 years. Rev. Sterling
took a short break from
pastoral ministry and has been pursuing his academic
career serving as Lecturer in Intercultural Theology at the
University of Nottingham, and more recently accredited
Lecturer with the University of Wales, Lampeter. Veronica
is a Policy Officer in Equality Issues for Nottingham City
Council.

Rev. Iveth Reid
Rev. Iveth Reid, Pastor of the Nuneaton Church, retired
after 13 years of leading this congregation. It was as a
result of her vision and leadership that the Nuneaton
Church, a former Catholic Chapel which had been
vandalised by local youth, was purchased, renovated and
turned into a very desirable place of worship. She took on
the property developers & vandals and won. She and her
late husband sacrificed much for this congregation and
the denomination owes them a debt of gratitude for their
faithful service. At my visit to the church earlier this year,
there was a congregation of appreciative & thankful
people who are determined to work for the Lord.
We wish Rev. Reid good health for a long and happy
retirement, and times of deeper intimacy with God.

Rev. Paul & Sis. Monica Grey

They are proud parents to Naomi (14) and Lydia (10) both
of whom are making significant strides in their educational
and spiritual development.

Succeeding Rev. Reid is the Rev. Paul Grey, a member of
the Wood Green Church in London. Paul and his wife
Monica are the proud parents of Jeremiah (aged 5) and
Jarde (aged 1).

Rev. & Sis. Sterling are well connected in the fields of
Education and Social Services and they will make a
formidable team for church growth and community
engagement. Do keep them in your prayers.

Paul is an author, entrepreneur, motivational speaker and
radio commentator who consults nationally on the issue
of mental health and spirituality. We believe they will do
well and crave your prayers for them.

Rev. David Stewart (former National
Men’s Ministries Director)
After five years leading the National Men’s Ministries, Rev.
Stewart resigned due to increased responsibilities in his
secular job. During his period of office, David and his
board laid on several successful conferences and seminars
which were instrumental in helping men to be more
effective in fulfilling their roles in the home, church and
community. David continues to work in his local church
under the leadership of Rev. Dr. I. Lewinson. We thank
David for his faithful service and wish him and his
family well.
Rev. Norman (Alex) Gordon will serve as Acting Director of
the National Men’s Ministries and with the board will
deliver all outstanding programmes for the year 2006.
4
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PASTORAL CHANGES
the National Youth Board, will assume the pastorate of the
Rugby Church succeeding Rev. Green. Hubert is a Senior
Mentor, training for the Local Education Authority and
Assistant Head of Student Services in a secondary school
and also works voluntarily with the Nottingham Youth
Offending Team. He has spent a number of years working
with Bishop George Beason at the Nottingham Church.
The experience he has gained in his professional and church
life, coupled with Deanne’s experience as a qualified
counsellor and prayer intercessor, will put them in good
stead to make great impact in the community of Rugby.
Hubert & Deanne are the proud parents of Nathan,
Cornelia & Joshua all of whom are making good progress
in their university and college education programmes.
Please keep them in your prayers.

Rev. Floris Green
Rev. Green has been a foundation member of the New
Testament Church of God in the East Midlands. During her
long term of service, she has held several positions
including Evangelist and District Youth Director. Over the
past 12 years, she has successfully served as Pastor of the
Rugby Church. Undaunted by the mass movement of
young people from the provincial towns to the large
conurbations of Birmingham and London, Rev. Green has
remained faithful to her task and has witnessed a spiritual
and financial growth of this congregation.
In July of this year she will retire from the pastorate, but her
love for the Lord and His Church will doubtless propel her
to offer ministry on the local scene. Her contribution to the
denomination has been significant and we salute her and
wish her the best of health for a long and happy retirement.

Rev. Hubert
& Sis.
Deanne
Gardner
Rev.
Gardner,
current
District
Youth Director for
the Derby District
and member of

VACANT PASTORATE
We thank God for His direction in effecting these
changes and we continue to seek His guidance in
filling the other four congregations that are currently
without leaders.
In the spring of this year we had two resignations from
the pastorate: - Rev. Otis Wilks of the East Dulwich
Church and Rev. Eglon Fyffe of the Peterborough
Church. Both have moved on to pursue their ministries
elsewhere. We corporately thank them for their
respective ministries and wish them God’s blessings
and guidance in their future endeavours.
Rev. Trevor Whyne and his wife Carmen, who led the
Bromley Mission for the past three years, have
relinquished their leadership and returned to their
home base in Brixton. In spite of the difficulties they
encountered, they contributed much to the work and
there are positive prospects of the mission being
established as a church in the not too distant future.
We thank them for their commitment and are standing
with them in prayer as they seek God’s direction for
their future ministry.
5
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CONFERENCES
COVENANT LEADERSHIP PASTORS AND
INTERNATIONAL LIFE BUILDERS CONFERENCE
National Executive Council Members, Bishop Levi Bailey &
Bishop Winston Willis, along with three other of our
pastors attended this conference held in Cleveland,
Tennessee in March. Rev. Jonathan Jackson reflects on his
experience…

people through collective interest, therefore building
meaningful relationships, powerful fellowships and great
growth. He further explored this with an interactive
question time on the Friday Morning with a pastor’s
forum.

Looking at the date and time of this conference, I
wondered whether the timing was right for me. Pastors’
lives are so hectic filled with schedules, meetings and more
meetings. I considered whether this would be beneficial
for me, or a short break from the normalities of things.

As we moved over to the Life Builders Conference on the
Friday evening, we were blessed with a message by Jensen
Franklin.

It is surprising to know that Cleveland TN is a small city in
comparison to large areas of the Americas.
Thursday morning we were collected by Dr Grant
McClung who took us on a special tour of the
International Offices of the Church of God. On our arrival,
we were warmly greeted by the General Overseer, Dr
Dennis McGuire.
The conference was powerful – well organised, and had a
clear agenda. The guest speaker for the conference was Dr
Ted Haggart - Pastor, Founder of New Life Church in
Colorado Springs with membership of 14,000.
The core of his message was the development of church
through small free market groups. These groups connect

In the final session, we were blessed with the ministry of
the renowned International Artiste Ron Kenoly. Men were
being filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to change
and impact the lives of the forthcoming generation.
Dr Dennis McGuire preached an anointed word. People
were blessed, altars were full. The fire of God came down
in North Cleveland TN.
I truly believe God’s timing is ALWAYS perfect. God set me
up to be at this conference. Two key revelations have
impacted on me:• Covenant relationships between pastors and leaders.
• The value of real relationships in the church through
connectivity.
Rev Jonathan Jackson
Pastor, NTCG, Brookfield

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT
Women’s Empowerment Conf erence
Last year’s Women’s Empowerment Conference is one which I believe will
linger in the minds of many women for a very long time. Dr Cindy Trimm
ministered in a most dynamic way; souls were saved, healed and delivered.
The words of one woman may well echo that of many others “I feel a sense
of freedom I have not felt for years”.
Some of the comments received: “The variety of speakers, the workshops
especially on Saturday were totally encouraging and motivational….” / “I
am full …I was blessed” / “God ministered to us His people” / “It was God
Centred” / “I like the idea of praising God whilst giving” / “The freedom
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
and anointing of the Holy Spirit” was stated by many to
have been one of the highlights of the Conference.
This year we are continuing on the theme of shaping:
“Shaped - What Then?” Once we have been shaped we
cannot allow ourselves to fall back into the same moulds;
we must move and walk in our new ‘shape’ in order to
bring honour to God.
Our speakers include Dr. Rita
Twiggs from the Potter’s House,
USA and our very own Sister
Laurel Woodstock from the
Brookfield
Church.
Our
workshops have been prayerfully
selected to minister to our
children, and both young and
senior women.
We will be addressing real life issues under themes such as
(a) Shaped can you handle it?
(b) Breaking the mould
(c) What’s in your hand – use it
(d) Shaped for education, training and business

GEMMA’S TESTIMONY – RETREAT 2005
About ten years ago one of my five brothers was diagnosed
with a mental illness. He removed himself from the family and
changed his name. Five years ago he told us that he had to
sort himself out and that was the last time he came to see us.
A week before the National Women’s retreat I came across the
leaflet and suddenly felt the desire to attend. I called the office
only to find out that there were no places left so I threw the
leaflet in the bin. Two days later I got a call to say that a place
was now available, within an hour I had organised childcare
and train information. On the Saturday afternoon session an
appeal for people experiencing a number of issues in their life
was made. I stood at the front and cried out to God for my
brother. I felt an overwhelming sense of love and support in
the room and God gave me peace. Two days later I walked
into my mother’s living room and found my brother sitting
there. Don’t tell me God doesn’t answer prayers.
Gemma-Dawn Shaw, Worksop

There will be a workshop specifically for children,
“Shaped through Positive Role Models.” We want our
children to know that they can achieve anything they set
their mind to as they interact with Christian professionals.
Our conference is scheduled for 6th to 8th October 2006,
and will be held at the Bethel Convention Centre, West
Bromwich.
Further details available online at
www.ntcg.org.uk/wmd.html.

Women Ministries Project
The idea for our next Project was birthed in a recent
meeting and we felt the leading of the Lord towards
purchasing a home for young women. We believe it is
time for us as a church to put into practice the theme
from the Big Move which is Offering Hope to our
Communities. Statistics show that the plight of young
homeless women is real and awful; many young women
also find themselves pregnant at an early age, some well
before they have even finished their education. Our
young women need us to help them.
We are confident that with prayers and commitment we
will achieve our goals.

MISSION MOBILIZATION – GRENADA
As a result of the devastation caused by hurricane Ivan in
September 2004, the Women Ministries Department have
raised funds to help support the re-building and refurbishment
which has become necessary. The Department believes in a
‘hands on’ approach to missions and ministry and women and
men were invited to become a part of this mission team to
Grenada. A total of 28 people quickly responded and
committed to paying their way. Preparations are in place for
the team to visit Grenada from 22nd August until 5th
September 2006.
In addition to refurbishment work, the team will be involved in
community work – visiting the prison on the island, supporting
children’s, women’s and men’s education through organising
and running summer schools, teaching IT and giving training
on health issues. The team are preparing to minister in local
churches and to be involved in street ministry.
Mrs. Millicent Brown
President, National Women’s Ministries
7
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NATIONAL YOUTH & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONVENTION 2006

remained around the altar seeking the Lord far into their
lunch break.

The honourable Sister Rose Lyseight, the

convention’s invited guest commented that although
things had changed, the move of the Spirit was reminiscent
of yesteryear. News continues to come in of children and
young people who gave their hearts to Jesus; a number
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit; whilst others moved
on in their relationships with God and other individuals.
We give all the glory to the King of all kingdoms, Jesus.
Next year’s convention will explore another aspect of the
same theme. However, you don’t have to wait until then
to participate in another nationally organised youth event!
At this year’s Big Move Conference in Brighton, youth
sessions will run concurrently with some of the sessions in
the main auditorium. So spread the word and make plans
to join us.

Christian Education
Practitioners’ Seminar
(Saturday, 28 October 2006)

“INFORMED AND
IMPACTED”

This event is aimed at Pastors, Youth & Christian Education

A BIG THANK YOU to all who supported this year’s National

Please note this date in your diaries and watch out for

Youth and Christian Education Convention. Your prayers,

further details which will be sent out to all expected

presence and earnest desire to see the work of this

delegates very shortly.

department make strides forward greatly contributed to
the success of the event. The convention witnessed record
numbers of young people attending and on Sunday
evening no more individuals could be admitted into the
building as the venue had reached its maximum capacity!

Workers and Sunday School Staff and will be held at the
Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry, Northamptonshire.

Lastly, why not share the convention with your family and
friends and simultaneously support the work of the youth
department by purchasing a convention DVD.

Please

complete and return the order form in the convention
programme, alternatively download one from the website

This year’s theme ‘The K Factor’ (K for Kingdom) engaged

(www.ntcg.org.uk/youth <http://www.ntcg.org.uk/youth),

young people at varying levels and intensities via the

or order by calling +44 (0) 1604 492 671.

various components of the event. It was tremendous to see
God touching lives in diverse ways throughout the
weekend. Following the powerful and insightful message
ministered by Rev. Kevin Shaw on Sunday morning, people
8
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NATIONAL MEN’S MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT
Congratulations to Bishop Eric Brown as he starts another
term of office, may God continue to grant him the wisdom
to lead.
National Men’s Ministries has sadly said goodbye to Rev
David Stewart who has decided the time was right to take
his ministry under God to another level. We will hope that
men will be at conference this November as we plan to
appreciate this great man of God. Continue to pray for our
Department as Rev Alex Gordon takes the helm until a new
director is appointed.
Do you have the potential to become a great leader? With
the right Discipleship Training, Coaching and Self
Development Programme you will be a success!
All the materials necessary for your development are
already packed in you, they are God’s gift. The Men’s
Ministries new and engaging training programme will help
you, your father, your sons, your brothers; your uncles
unpack your tools.

Vacancy -Advisors to the National
Men’s Ministries
To facilitate and develop the level of service / ministry
delivered to our Men in our local Churches we are seeking
Advisors to compliment our Executive Board who have the
necessary experience and skill sets that are able to make a
contribution to Men’s Ministries. If you think you could
make a significant contribution to Men’s Ministry then
contact our secretary Steve Lawrence on 0845 0568776 for
more information
Are you involved in the delivery and development of
programmes specifically for young boys and men? If so we
need to hear from you, please contact us today on 0845
056 8776.
Rev. Alex Gordon
Acting National Director - Men’s Ministries

Do not miss Men of Purpose Conference!
(November 10th -12th 2006)
Do not miss Men In Ministry Weekend!
(March 10th -12th 2007)

NATIONAL PRISON MINISTRIES
The National Prison Ministries, under the leadership of Rev.
Dennis Hines, will be hosting a Prison Ministries Training
Seminar on October 20 – 22, 2006 at NTCG, College
Street, Northampton NN1 2QP.
The Conference sessions will cover:
• Training of Clergy and Laity in a Prison Chaplaincy
System
• Duties/Role of a Chaplain
• Support of Volunteers (their roles in the church and the
prison)

• Security & Confidentiality
• Prayer in Public Forum
• Prison Visits
Dr. Robert Crick, General Director of the Church of God
Chaplains Commission and Rev. Jake Popejoy, International
Chaplaincy Trainer will facilitate, along with our own
Bishop Lebert Shakes and other Prison Service personnel.
Further details will be sent out to the churches shortly or
you may contact the National Office for registration.

• Denominational Attitudes
• Ethics & Privileges
9
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY FROM REV. LOUIS MCLEOD

In October 2005 following a routine biennial medical, I
was informed that the blood test revealed a PSA level of
4.6, a jump of 2.2 on the previous year. Before confirming
their diagnosis I had to undergo a number of tests
including an internal examination, MRI scan, biopsies of
the prostate and a full body & bone scan.
Test results confirmed that cancer cells had been detected
in the prostate.

The consultants outlined a number of

treatments to deal with the cancer such as radio therapy,
chemotherapy, radio active implants or radical major
surgery. I was urged not to delay treatment in order to
prevent the spread of the cancer.
I decided to have Christmas with my family and to undergo major surgery on 6th January 2006. For some reason I
had joined a health and fitness centre in January 2005,
and was at the peak of physical fitness. The doctors were
very pleased about this considering I also suffer from
diabetes and high blood pressure.
On the 6th January 2006 at 12.30pm I was taken to
theatre and was brought back to ITU at 7:30pm. I was
told that surgery took five and a half hours. This was my
first time in hospital and I was truly challenged to live
what I preach which was to trust in the Lord and to

Let me urge my fellow male ministers and members, if

believe that He will take you through.

you are over the age of 40, to have regular health checks,

I was in hospital for 9 days and was off work for over 3
months. I knew the whole church was praying for me
and God touched and healed my body. I went back after

as early detection is half the battle won. I would be
happy to share my experience with anyone who wishes to
speak to me personally.

the third month for a blood test to check for cancer

Again I thank all the ministers, members, friends and well

activity in the body and after waiting for an anxious 7

wishers for their prayers, flowers and fruits. I thank God

days, the consultant informed me that PSA level was now

also for the love and support of my darling wife Carmen

almost undetectable at .001 compared to 4.6, for which I

and that of my children & family, which I am sure, aided

give God thanks and praise.

my recovery.

I still have some way to go in the healing process but will

Louis R McLeod

They will

National Secretary/Treasurer

continue to monitor me for any further cancer activity and

NTCG, England & Wales

continue to trust God for a full recovery.

my next monitoring test will be 30th June 2006, please
continue to pray for me.
10
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PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS

potential to serve as an Education & Training facility. The
site is located in the heart of Northampton Town Centre,
within walking distance of the railway station and other

NTCG National Conference Centre

public transport terminals. It has 44 car parking spaces and

In summer last year the Tenby site in Birmingham came

is well served by all the amenities which contribute to a

back onto the market and the NEC took the opportunity to

good working environment.

re-establish our links and register our interest in purchasing
the site. However, we have now decided against pursuing

The main building is to undergo alterations and

this purchase due to planning and other issues which

refurbishment to make it compliable with the various

would prevent us using the building for the purpose

legislations regarding buildings in public use and we are not

required.

expected to be in occupation until spring 2007.

The

projected cost of alterations is just over £400,000. We
The goal of the national leadership is to source a place for

need your support and prayers.

NTCG to have our own National Conference Centre and to
that end we are actively seeking alternative locations,

Overstone

building or land, to buy or build a conference centre.

Willesden
Congratulations to Dr. I. Lewinson and the leadership of the
Willesden Church on their successful completion of their
£1.2 million site to house their administration and
expanding social responsibility programmes. Plans are also
advanced for the extension of the sanctuary to
accommodate their growth in attendance.

3 Cheyne Walk, Northampton
The question naturally arises as to what we will do with the
Overstone property.

We are still in discussion with the

Daventry District Council, English Heritage and other
interested parties as to the future development. Ideally we
would like to demolish the remaining part of the building
and construct a new building on the existing footings to
meet our small conference/seminar needs. A new building
will

also

meet

the

growing

need

for

business

conferences/wellness facilities in the area. This is a project
for the future and in the meanwhile the section we currently
On the 17th March (significantly one day after the funeral

occupy will be rented out, while the senior citizens home

of our founding father Dr. Lyseight) we completed the cash

which is privately owned will continue to operate until they

purchase of the above property at a cost of £1.45 million.

make their own decision whether or not to relocate.

This is a 3/4 acre site comprising one three-storey building
which will serve as our National Headquarters and one two-

The good thing for us is that this 30 acre site is debt-free

storey building which is currently rented, but has the

and continues to increase in value.
11
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CONFERENCES
AZUSA STREET CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

Sis. Brown and I, along with Rev. Louis McLeod were
privileged to attend the above celebrations
commemorating the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
the waiting folks at Azusa Street on the 9th April 1906.
This was the most important event in modern Christian
history as it marked the beginning of the global
Pentecostal movement, which now has over six hundred
million members and a daily conversion rate estimated at
over 54,000.

Bishop William J. Seymour, an African-American, is the
father of this movement. His emphasis on faith, love and
unity brought together people of all races from around the
world, to his humble meeting house in Azusa Street,
where they received their Pentecost. Over 30,000
delegates from around the world attended, and sermons
were given by the good and the great including Bishop T.
D. Jakes, David Yonggi Cho, Creflo Dollar, Marvin Winans,
Benny Hinn, Rod Parsley etc. The break out sessions were
well presented and provided attendees with useful
resources. I left the conference with a deep desire to learn
more about William J. Seymour, this unsung hero of the
modern Pentecostal movement.

BIG MOVE REGIONAL
CONFERENCES
Five regional conferences were held this year at Wood Green, Lee, Highgate,
Wolverhampton and Leeds. This year the training focused on the third and sixth
pillars of the Big Move programme, namely Growing Healthy Churches and Valuing
our Women and our Men. Presentations were made by Bishop Brown,
Mrs. Carmen McLeod and Rev. Louis McLeod who dealt with the topic
of Governance as it relates to our status as a Church, a Charity and a
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Rapid changes are taking place, particularly in the areas of Charity
and Company Law, and it is
incumbent upon us as a
church to keep up-to-date
and to make the necessary
adjustments in order to comply
with
British
Law.
Pastors,
Secretary/Treasurers and Trustees (Church
& Pastor’s Council) bear special
responsibility which cannot be delegated,
hence the need for these training sessions.
Each of these conferences concluded with a session of prayers
around specific prayer points.
12
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JOINT WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

Saturday, 8th July marked a very special day in the history of our churches as we formally committed ourselves to work
together in partnership to address the major social, political and spiritual issues that confront our people in this Country.
Issues such as the education underachievement of our boys in particular, the over-representation of our people in the mental
health and criminal justice systems and the care needs of the aged among us are just a few of the issues that call for a
collaborative action in our approach to government and policy makers who are ultimately responsible.
Our desire to work in partnership is borne out of the
fact that a cohesive community will only come about
when the church in particular function as salt and
light as Christ intended. We are not ignorant that
there might be challenges ahead, but we are
determined to press ahead for we know that, “…
none of us lives to himself and no one dies to himself.
For if we live, we are the Lord’s; and if we die, we die
to the Lord. Therefore whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s.” [Romans 14: 8, 9].

Do keep the

leadership of our churches in your prayers.
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VISIT TO 10 DOWNING STREET BY
BISHOP BROWN
In April of this year, a group of prominent Church Leaders
met with the Deputy Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. John
Prescott, and the Leader of the House of Lords, the
Baroness Valerie Amos to explore ways in which the Black
Majority Churches can work more closely with government
to address the issues affecting our community in particular,
and the general welfare of our nation as a whole. This
meeting was followed a week later by the Power of One
Conference hosted by Bishop John Francis of Ruach
Ministries, at which the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon Tony
Blair gave the keynote address. He not only exhorted the
black community to exercise their power to vote in the local
and general elections, but also to put forward candidates
who, if elected, can help bring about the changes we seek.
The plans are now for this group to meet on a quarterly
basis with key government leaders and policy makers. This
is a unique opportunity which we must use with hearts and
brains and with much prayer.

NTCG
ENTERPRISES LTD
Last year, the National Executive Company resolved to set
up a commercial trading company to undertake trade and
provide services internally for NTCG and externally to other
organisations. NTCG Enterprises Ltd will act as this trading
arm of our national church. It will be income generating
and as a wholly owned subsidiary of the New Testament
Church of God, it will covenant back all its trading
surpluses to its parent company.
NTCG Enterprises Ltd now has sole responsibility for the
centralised processing of all Gift Aid Claims. In accordance
with the procedures and policies put in place to manage
NTCG Gift Aid Claims and to prevent fraudulent or
inaccurate claims, NTCG Branches are required to submit all
Gift Aid claims to the Inland Revenue through the
centralised claiming system.
The Inland Revenue has warned that as from April 2007
any branch not claiming will begin to lose a year’s claim as
claims cannot be backdated for more than six years. Gift
Aid claims represent a significant part of the churches’
income. However, we are still under claiming corporately
by approximately 45% because of the non-identification of
eligible donors, envelopes not properly/fully completed and
in some cases not used at all; and missing out on claiming
properly for those in the upper tax band.
The National Secretary/Treasurer will be organising a
Workshop to deal with the above issues plus other valuable
advice on how to improve our churches’ administration and
increase income from Gift Aid. Details will be sent out to
churches as soon as finalised.
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MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT
The Ministerial Internship Programme, under the direction of Rev. Brian Robinson our Education Director, graduated the
first batch of 30 students during the Key Leaders Conference. We extend our congratulations to the following ministers
and wish them well as they respond to the call of God on their lives and as they progress in ministry:
Andrew Bailey

Marcell Fullwood

Ruben King

Steven Lawrence

Darryl Gidharry

Thelma Blackman

Clive Anderson

Graham Owen

David Williams

Jasmine Comrie

Kevin Shaw

Dave Brown

Clementena Wilmot

Winston Bell

Cecelia A. Palmer

Marvalee McLean

Florence Whittingham

Sharon Miller

Joseph Miller

Stanford Notice

Gary Hayles

Byron Walker

Kenneth Mightly

Paul Thomas

Arnette Reid

Hubert Gardner

Malcolm Cummins

Roland Sunday-Ijoma

Alva Rose

Raymond Benjamin

Carla Thomas

Peter Scott

The continued progress of our Church calls for the ongoing training of its leaders. Trained leaders operating under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit is an unbeatable force in the Kingdom. Candidates for the ministry will sit their
ministerial examinations on the 18th November 2006.
Congratulations also to the following ministers who have been or will be Ordained into the Bishopric during 2006:
Rev. Lebert Shakes

Rev. Deverton Douglas

Rev. Saji Matthew

Please continue to hold them up in your prayers.

CONGRATULATIONS TO …
Two of our Ordained Bishops who have been honoured

Rev. Dr. Joel Edwards has received

for their work & achievements.

an Honorary Doctorate in Divinity
from

the

Caribbean

Graduate

Rev. Dr. Derek Webley has

School of Theology (CGST). The

been awarded an honorary

General Director of the Evangelical

doctorate by the University of

Alliance UK was presented with the

Central England in recognition

award in recognition of his work as a strategic evangelical

of his significant contribution

leader and member of the Jamaican Diaspora. This

to the development of good

honour follows the Jamaican Prime Minister's Medal of

community relations in the

Appreciation for Services which Rev Edwards received in

West Midlands. The doctorate

2003.

highlights the significant contributions of Bishop Webley
to anti-gun crime and community development in the

Continue to pray for these two men of God as they

West Midlands area.

dedicate their lives to the betterment of our community
and society as a whole.
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CONFERENCES
PASTORS’ & KEY LEADERS’ CONFERENCE

Over 1000 delegates attended our third
leadership training conference and all were
blessed by the quality of presentations given
by our special guests Dr. Myles Munroe, Dr.
G. E. Hutchinson, Rev. George Beason, Mrs.
Millicent Brown and Bishop Wilton Powell.
There are those who had doubts about the
wisdom of bringing Dr. Munroe two years in succession, but his presentations moved delegates to a deeper depth of
understanding of their call as leaders and the vital role they must play if they are to Grow Healthy Churches. There were
times in his presentation when it seemed Dr. Myles was transformed into another person as he ministered under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Dr. Hutchinson and Rev. Beason were the evening speakers and their presentations on the Person & Work of the Holy
Spirit left delegates in no doubt as to our total dependency upon Him if we are to grow the kind of Church that brings
glory to Christ.
The next Pastors’ & Key Leaders’ Conference will be held from the 15th – 17th February 2007 at the Bethel Convention
Centre in West Bromwich. I would like to encourage you to book your time off work and reserve your hotels early as
we plan for yet another great time of development, challenge and fellowship.
16
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2006 GL OBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT – BAHAMAS
In November of this year, members of the National Executive Council, along with other leaders and members from the
Church of God of Prophecy will be attending the 2006 Global Leadership Summit hosted by Dr. Myles Munroe in the
Bahamas. The question may be asked as to why this increased emphasis and expenditure on training. The answer is
that the place we want to take our Church, we cannot get there until our souls are refreshed and our minds renewed.
The best of leaders can get stale and end up persisting with outdated methods and concepts that are getting them
nowhere. Trained leaders will help keep the Church relevant to fulfil its God given responsibility. Moreover, Education
& Training is a far superior alternative to ignorance.

BIG MOVE (NATIONAL)
CONVENTION
11 – 13 AUGUST 2006

Not to be missed is the Leaders’ Reception on Friday
afternoon and the 9:30 Morning Glory Session on
Saturday with Bishop John Francis.

Other featured

presenters will include Field Director, Dr. Grant
McClung and Beverley Thomas – a member of the
Convention Planning Committee.
The Chairman, Dr. Derek Webley and his team has a
spiritual feast prepared for us.

Whatever happens,

don’t miss out on your Pentecostal blessing this year.

All our plans are well advanced for a great convention
in August. This year being the centennial of the Azusa

THE 71ST
INTERNATIONAL
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Street outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we have adopted
the theme of the International General Assembly:“Proclaiming the Power of Pentecost” for this year’s
event. Our featured guest this year will be Bishop Tim
Hill, General Secretary/Treasurer of the Church of God,
Bishop John Francis of Ruach Ministries and Rev. Mark

The General Assembly this year will be held in
Indianapolis, Indiana from the 24th to 29th July.
All delegates from England must inform the
Administrative Bishop via his P.A. before travelling.

Shelton, an inner city Pastor from London.
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DR. LYSEIGHT
THE LATE DR. OLIVER A. LYSEIGHT

On the 16th March, over 2000 mourners turned out to bid their final farewell to a legend, the Founder and former
Overseer of the New Testament Church of God in England & Wales, Dr. Oliver A. Lyseight. Dr. Lyseight, who had the
church for over twenty five years, left office in 1978 and after a brief period Pastoring, he finally retired in 1984, settling
in Sedgeley with his loving wife, Rose.
The service was led by Bishop Eric Brown and was attended by the great and the good from home and abroad. These
included, The Lord Mayor of Wolverhampton, National Church Leaders, Dr. & Mrs. S. Arnold, Dr. F. F. Poyser, Rev. R. L.
Kennedy, Field Director Dr. Grant McClung and his wife, Dr. Fedlyn Beason, Dr. W. A. Blair (Overseer of Jamaica & the
Caymans), Dr. G. E. Hutchinson, Dr. G. S. Peart and Professor T. Grizzle. The sermon was preached by presiding
International General Overseer, Bishop G. Dennis McGuire who was accompanied by his wife, DeRosa. Among the
tributes that were sent were those from the Rt. Rev. Rowan Williams (Archbishop of Canterbury), the Rt. Hon Tony Blair
(Prime Minister) and Baroness Valerie Amos (Leader of the House of Lords).
News of his death and burial was carried by the national media, and the West Midlands Police Service provided service
escort with military precision. The funeral brought together family and friends who had not seen one another for many
years and the fellowship was great.
In this issue of RAP, we have included a selection of photos from the funeral for your viewing.
Dr. Lyseight’s abiding legacy is not just the church he planted in this Country but the many lives to whom he gave hope
and those who he enabled to respond to God’s call on their lives.
Sis. Lyseight is doing well spiritually and physically and we ask that you remember her in your prayers and your frequent
contact.
You may obtain copies of the DVD from the funeral from the National Office. Please include a donation of £12 payable to NTCG – Gideon Project as
all proceeds will go towards the training of future leaders.
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DR. LYSEIGHT
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STAFF ON THE MOVE
This summer we lose two of our administrative staff members,
Mrs. Deborah Parkinson-Mais and Rev. Michael Davis.
Deborah has worked for the National Office as an Accounts
Assistant for the past 17 years and has been a loyal & committed
member of staff over the years. She will be joining her husband
abroad in the summer and we seize this opportunity to thank her
for her services and to wish her & her family every blessing for the
future.

Rev. Michael Davis joined us just over two years ago as our
National Accountant and Operations Manager. He leaves us in
July to take up a new appointment in the Midlands. We are
indeed thankful to him for his services and wish him & his family
every blessing and much success in his career.

Achievements
Congratulations to Rev. O. D. Francis and the members of the Stevenage Church on their success in clearing the
mortgage on their building and also clearing the bank loan on their minibus. All of this has been achieved within
two years since Rev. Francis assumed the leadership. Not only has he seen financial success but the church has
grown numerically and spiritually to the point that they are seeking an alternative place of worship to accommodate
their plans for the future.
Revd. Francis has not allowed his physical disabilities to deter him. Many years ago he survived a near fatal gun
assault. His evident success is sufficient proof that God strength is made perfect in his weakness – well done.
20
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CHURCH VISITS
VISIT TO LOCAL CHURCHES
During the past

Luton District Convention

publication period I
was privileged to visit

My wife and I were warmly welcomed by District Overseer

the following churches:

Bishop Samuel Campbell and his wife on the 25th Annual
District Convention. We were blessed by the spirit of unity

Harrow where Bishop

which exists among the ministers and the expression of

Spencer Anderson is

love and optimism among the members.

the Pastor. Good

Williams, Pearl Roper, O. D. Francis and Rev. Bailey are the

progress is being made

four other ministers who work with Rev. Campbell and

with new converts

together they are doing a good job. Well done Luton

being baptised and

district.

Revds. Nigel

improvement in the
finances. The Andersons are well settled and have

Highgate District Convention

plans for the progress of this congregation.
It was good to be with Dr. C. L. Ryan and the other

Muntz Street

ministers & spouses at their 38th District Convention.
Under the theme, Proclaiming the Power of Pentecost, the

We had a wonderful time with Rev. & Sis. Clarke and the

Lord wrought a wonderful work in the lives of both those

brethren of this congregation. This is an area dominated by

seeking salvation and Divine healing. Dr. Ryan reports that

Islamic Community, but the church is strong and the

four members received the baptism of the Holy Spirit on

potential for growth is enormous.

It was good to

the Sunday evening. Sis. Rose Lyseight was the special

fellowship with Bishop. J. R. P. Williams and his wife –

guest of honour. She looks well and is doing great. I was

retired ministers of the Highgate District.

encouraged by her compliments on the sermon I delivered.

It was also

satisfying to see him, his children and grandchildren playing
active parts in the service. This speaks volume for the
future of the church.

West Croydon District
Convention

Rugby

We dropped in on the West Croydon District Convention
and were greatly challenged by guest speak Rev. Brian

Here, Rev. Floris Green is the Pastor and it was good to have

Robinson’s exposition on the Rapture. Bishop Lawrence’s

District Pastor Samuel Thompson joining us in worship.

altar appeal was live and direct – a challenge to the saved

Sadly, this congregation is having to rent the Friends

and unsaved.

Meeting House as the sewage mains to their building has

complete transformation and is undoubtedly one of the

collapsed. Unfortunately the contractors did not connect

most pleasant places to enter for worship. It is worth a

the sewer to the mains system when the building was

visit, especially for those contemplating renovation to their

constructed 40 years ago. The waste was just allowed to

sanctuary. Congratulations to Bishop Lawrence and his

seep underground. The estimated cost is over £25,000,

members.

The church sanctuary has undergone a

however Rev. Green is determined to have this done before
her retirement in July.
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CHURCH VISITS
Sheffield District Convention

The Cathedral of Praise
– Wood Green

For the second year, the Sheffield District held their District
Convention under a tent in a public park. With a separate

It was a joy to return to the Cathedral of Praise to share the

tent for children’s activities, a bouncy castle and exhibition

Word for the first time in a normal service since leaving in

stands for local businesses to advertise their services, the

2002. I could not help noticing the many changes, not

gathering attracted many people from the neighbourhood

least in the many new faces that are attending.

– adults and children – who would never cross the

changes in the physical structure of the place is also

threshold of a church. The Lord blessed this innovative

accompanied by much spiritual growth.

approach to the proclamation of the Gospel by sending

reports scores of members being baptised in the Holy Spirit

sunshine. The Lord also blessed as I addressed them on the

and many being healed of sickness and disease. Easter

Importance of the Family in the 21st Century. The visit of

services were extra special this year with over 1000 people

the Lord Mayor of Sheffield and her consort added special

in attendance. With phase one of their renovation now

significance to the weekend and Dr. Roberts’ desire to

completed, phase two is about to start at an estimated cost

reach the whole community for Christ.

of £250,000. The promise of Jesus, “I will build my Church

The

Bishop Burrell

and the gates of hell shall not prevail” holds true and all we

Lee & Willesden Churches

have to do is follow His leading. Congratulations to Bishop
Burrell and his team and may the plan of God always

At the beginning of the year, we were privileged to visit

prevail.

both Lee and Willesden. The Lord is doing great things in
these congregations and it is marvellous in our eyes. These

Visit to Chuckery Road

are bourgeoning congregations providing multiple services,
with great visions for the future.

We were especially

The leaders of Chuckery Road have fully embraced the Big

blessed by the worship and praise sessions. One gets lifted

Move and are seeing positive changes in their church. The

into the presence of God and from there the preaching of

music/praise & worship is a special treat.

the Word just flowed. God certainly blessed as many gave
their lives and their monies to the work of Christ. The

Rev. Steve Williams and his team have just completed phase

Willesden Church is about to expand their sanctuary to

1 of their renovation programme which has transformed

accommodate the people whilst Lee is about to do a

the sanctuary into a very pleasant place to meet with God.

second phase of expansion for the same reasons. May the

At the Thanksgiving Service, the contractors who carried

Lord of the harvest send you all the resources to make the

out the repairs attended and were in the altar seeking

dream come true.

God’s guidance for their lives and for their business. One
of the partners confessed to me that he was a fervent
supporter of the Apartheid regime in South Africa and a
member of the National Front – an ultra right wing political
group in Britain. He never dreamt that he would work for
black people, much more to repair one of their churches.
He is thankful to God for the change that has taken place
in his life. He now understands that we are all God’s
people. The Lord Jesus be praised!
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Dudley District Youth
Convention
May 2006

And in conclusion…
“… what then shall we say to these things? If God be for
us, who can be against us.” (Romans 8:31)

Oldbury NTCG was the venue for our 25th District Youth &

Who indeed? We join the Psalmist in saying, “Blessed be

CE Convention. The theme of the convention was

the Lord who daily loads us with benefits.” (Psalms 68:19)

“Breaking the Chains” and God truly broke some chains
We sincerely trust that you have been blessed reading these

during the gathering.

pages and that you were encouraged to serve the Lord with
Rev. John Grey and John Jackson shared the Word over the

greater fervency now and in the future.

weekend. It was a remarkable and refreshing sight to once
again see our young people tarrying for and receiving the

We have identified Education & Training of our Leaders as

Baptism of the Holy Spirit. On the Saturday evening 12

a pressing need in our ministry and we ask that not only

youngsters under the age of 25 were filled and a further 9

pray for us, but that you freely give of your resources to

were saved. When we the older ones (over 25!) felt that at

help us finance the programme we are developing to

11:00pm it was time to go home they were still tarrying.

address this vital area of need.

We were privileged to have our National Bishop Rev. Eric
Brown and his wife with us on the Sunday morning to

Eric A. Brown FRSA

share with us as Holy Ghost filled young people began to

Administrative Bishop

walk into their ministries.
N.B. The young people called a prayer meeting after the
convention and during the prayer meeting more young
people came to know the Lord as their personal saviour.
Continue to pray for us on the District of Dudley that this
revival may be long and sustained.
John Jackson (DYD)

New Testament Church of God
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