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ISSUE 6
We have declared 2005 The Year of Visitation. It is based upon the
prophecy of Joseph in Genesis 50:24 where he declared, "God will
surely visit you…" It is my strong belief and conviction that God’s
people will experience a mighty outpouring of spiritual blessings
unparalleled in recent times. I encourage every minister, every
member and indeed the prayer warriors to intensify our prayer
force, so that in every congregation and every locality and indeed
nationally and beyond, God’s glory will be manifested even as the
water covers the sea.

PASTORS’ & KEY WORKERS’
CONFERENCE 2005
17 - 19 February 2005
Bishop Eric & Mrs. Millicent Brown
Administrative Bishop &
National Women’s Ministries President

EDITORIAL
n this our 6th issue of RAP we once again give God thanks for
His many blessings to His people. We obviously focus on the
victories, but use our defeats/setbacks - of which there were
some - as learning points. I am learning more each day that not all
our seeming defeats are the work of the devil. Quite often they are
orchestrated by the Lord, the head of the Church, that His Church
might look to Him and depend less and less upon our own
strength.

I

I wish to thank our congregation for their tremendous outpouring
of compassion for the victims of the Caribbean Hurricanes and
Tsunami in South East Asia and Africa. Over £45,000 was raised
and channelled through Christian Aid and the World Missions
Department of our church.
The Big Move continues to be the main thrust of our church
programme and I am greatly encouraged by good reports I hear
from different parts of the Country where various themes of the
programme are being embraced.

Thoughts of a Weekend Delegate
"Not Another Praise and Worship Session"
I must confess that in the drive up from London to Dudley, I was still in
the boat with that group of people who wondered, "Is this going to be
another praise and worship session?" But from the moment the session
kicked off on Thursday evening with Bishop Brown, I had jumped ship!
That evening set the tone for the conference, where your pen was
allowed to be more important that your song book and made equally
important as your Bible.

I measure the effectiveness of any training by the degree of personal
change it inspires...Myles inspired me to Change my Mind, the Bishop
and Overseer to Change my Church and Joel to Change my Society!
That's 10:10 in my books.
Lester Emmanuel
These words by Lester expressed the feeling of all who attended
this year’s Pastors’ & Key Workers’ Conference held in February.
The conference was hailed a tremendous success with a recordbreaking 911 delegates attending from churches across the United
Kingdom.
We began on the Thursday with the District Overseers interacting
with the Administrative Bishop Eric Brown and special guest,

General Overseer for the Church of God, International –
Dr. G. Dennis McGuire along his wife DeRosa. The party
then joined delegates for a reception and time of
fellowship culminating in a worship service delivered by
the Administrative Bishop.

Bishop Brown set the stage for what was to be an
exciting, challenging and informative conference with
gifted servants of God delivering right to the heart of
those attending. Even at this early stage, you could feel
the sense of excitement in the air as the delegates
assembled.

has left an indelible impression on the minds and hearts
of our leaders.

the spiritual. He offered his ten commandments for
church growth and effective ministry.

On Friday afternoon, the conference was divided into
group workshops covering the topics:

Do contact our office for copies of the DVDs from this
conference.

 "Building Confident, Committed Leaders"
facilitated by Bishops Eric Brown & Winston Willis,
addressing Pastors & Ministers.
 "Informing & Impacting our Youth"
was covered by the National Director for Youth &
Christian Education – Rev. Ruben King – who addressed
Youth Leaders and Sunday School Workers.
 "Growing Healthy Churches"
dealt with the financial administration of the Church and
was facilitated by Revds. Louis McLeod & Michael Davis
from the National Office.

Bishop Brown & Dr. Munroe

The delegates spent Friday mostly in session with Dr.
Myles Munroe who delivered three sessions throughout
the day.

Dr. Munroe explored the meaning of Philosophy, the
principles of true leadership, developing your personal
leadership potential, keys to developing the leader
within you and the attitudes of the Spirit of Leadership
through topics such as "Understanding the Philosophy
of true Leadership", "Understanding Personal and
Corporate Leadership", "Self - Discovery and Leadership"
and "The Spirit of Leadership".
His easy style of delivery and trademark ‘chuckle’ left us
with a sense of empowerment, unleashing the potential
to achieve and to take the world by force with the
authority given to us by our Heavenly Father.
The apostle Paul says "Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim 2:15). And
indeed this conference was one study tool that
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 And the fourth session "Offering Hope to our
Communities" was covered by Rev. Derek Webley
who is noted for his involvement in community
initiatives in the West Midlands.

Dr. McGuire presented his model for growth which
highlighted the difference between addition and
multiplication. He demonstrated the benefits which can
be gained if each leader surrounds him/herself with
another twelve
trusted persons each holding the
o t h e r
accountable for
their
spiritual
growth
and
welfare. This was
backed up by his
a n o i n t e d
preaching,
resulting in a time
of intense prayer
and
spiritual
renewal among
Dr. G. Dennis McGuire
pastors and their
key workers.

VISIT TO THE USA
Port Salerno, Florida

Dr. McGuire along with Dr. McClung, Dr. Lewinson &
Pastor Wayne Brown visited the veterans Dr. O.A. & Mrs.
Rose Lyseight. The prayer of impartation, among the
great and the good left Pastor Wayne with a sense of
commitment to the New Testament Church of God.

Revd. Joel Edwards, General Director of the
Evangelical Alliance, spoke on Contemporary Church
Life… A Suitable Response.
In his own inimitable style, Joel challenged us to be bold
in our pursuit and to be relevant in ministry. God wants
to touch society through the church and to do this we
must rediscover our confidence in the resurrected Christ,

On Sunday, 20th March I was warmly welcomed by
Bishop & Mrs. G. E. Hutchinson and members of the
Port Salerno Church of God, Florida. This purpose-built
building was constructed 10 years ago to accommodate
their thriving congregation. Immediately you enter the
building, you experience a place buzzing with spiritual
life and enthusiasm. It is not long before one is caught
up in an atmosphere of love and unity, an essential
prerequisite for anointed preaching and the mighty
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
This happened and I give God all the praise. Prayer,
hospitality and an evident anointing undergird the
ministry of the Hutchinsons and it is a wonderful
experience to be surrounded by Sis. Hutchinson and her
prayer team, and to have the blessing of God evoked
before ascending the holy pulpit. Both the Hutchinsons
and members of the Port Salerna Church are committed
to pray for the work here in the United Kingdom.

Miami, Florida

Pictured above, leaders praying for Joel at the end of his
powerful presentation.
in who we are as a church and confidence in our own
leadership. We are servant leaders who must be
committed to serve all of God’s people. Our ministry
must be concerned about the social and political issues
that affect people’s lives, just as we are concerned about

Sixth Avenue Church of God in Miami is the
congregation founded by Dr. & Mrs. Isaiah Campbell,
eighteen years ago. One of the early leaders of the
Church here in the UK, Dr. Campbell served as District
Pastor and Executive Council Member. He was
instrumental in the starting of a number of the branches
of the church, particularly in the north. They hold fond
memories of their ministry in England and constantly
pray for the progress of our work.
Sixth Avenue Church of God is the home for a number
of prominent members, including Bro. & Sis. Anderson
as well as Bro. & Sis. Hall (formerly of the Handsworth
Church).
The three nights of meeting and the time I spent
reminiscing with the Campbells was most inspiring. The
presence of the Holy Spirit was evident and souls were
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truly blessed. Dr. Campbell, like Caleb, is praying that
God would give him the mountain – souls – bigger
facilities to cater for the growth he is expecting.

attended this briefing and motivational session. The Big
Move programme was the main theme for this session.
Our thanks to District Pastor T.E. Caine for convening
the meeting.

New Jersey

Dr. & Sis. Mullings are surrounded by an excellent group
of leaders including Revd. Gary Mullings & Rev.
Jacqueline Mullings, their son and daughter-in-law, and
the signs of multiplication are evident not only in their
ministry but also in their family.

MEETING WITH
CONSERVATIVE LEADER,
MICHAEL HOWARD MP
I, along with a number of prominent
Black Majority Church Leaders, met
with Michael Howard – Leader of
the Conservative Party – to discuss
some of the concerns of the black
community in this Country. This
was a useful meeting which clarified
for me the skills/strategies we need
when we engage with politicians.

VISITS TO LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS
Manchester District
Over 40 key workers, including District Ministers,

Cheetham Hill

committed to support them until they are strong
enough to identify with the church in Scotland.

Zurich, Switzerland
Trowbridge

Spending time with our good friends Dr. & Sis. Cecil
Mullings and the brethren at Mount Bethel Church of
God was a rich source of blessing and inspiration. The
Easter Crusade was a great blessing. Over 34 souls
responded to the call to accept Christ as their personal
Saviour in the Easter Sunday morning service. Mt.
Bethel is a progressive church, which is blessed with a
leadership, which is united and committed to building
the Kingdom of God in New Jersey.
State Overseer, Dr. S. E. Arnold and family, attended the
last night of the crusade and it was great to spend a day
with Dr. Arnold. They are still filled with the zeal of their
youth to build the Kingdom of God.
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for their leadership. We are praying that their vision for
growth and leadership development on their District will
be realised.

In 2004 we helped establish a similar mission in Zurich,
Switzerland under the leadership of Sis. Shirley
Weingartner who is now working in conjunction with
Rev. Jake Popejoy, the Overseer.

Sunday evening in Bolton was an enriching experience.
Rev. Holder, along with 27 of his congregation made me
feel very welcomed. There was a rich anointing upon
the service and I left feeling hopeful for the future of this
church.

On Sunday morning, we had a wonderful time with
Rev. & Mrs. Richard Jones and the brethren of the
Trowbridge Church. This quiet rural town is a buzz with
the fire of Pentecost. Once a farming town, Trowbridge
is now attracting a new breed of people to service its
new businesses that are opening in the town. Rev.
Jones and his team are eagerly seeking a larger building
to cater for the growth they anticipate. Richard’s
ministry extends to the local prison where he serves as
a Chaplain and is having a great impact. The worship,
the music and the demonstration of unity all contributed
to the blessing we received at Trowbridge. We thank
Rev. Richard & Pauline Jones for their hospitality and
visionary leadership. Please continue to uphold them in
your prayers.

Stoke-on-Trent

Chippenham & Bath

Wood Green

Monday evening was spent with Bishop Irvin Johns, the
District Pastor of Stoke-on-Trent, Rev. G. Latty and key
workers from Crewe, Stafford and Stoke-on-Trent. Over
40 were in attendance and the Lord blessed us mightily
as we shared the Word of God and had fellowship.
Congregations in the provinces suffer greatly from the
movement of their young people to the larger cities for
work, study and other reasons. We must pray for them
that they may experience new growth to compensate
for their loss.

Both the churches of Trowbridge and Bath joined with
the Chippenham Church for the Sunday evening service
where Rev. Everett Palmer and his wife are the leaders.

Wood Green (Cathedral of Praise) has now embarked on
a programme to re-roof their recreational hall and
ancillary rooms, to install additional WC facilities and to
make the building accessible to disabled users – a
statutory requirement – and to update the building to
enable the continuation of its various programmes. This
is indeed a huge undertaking but already God is
providing the financial means to make this possible.

It was a joy to worship with the Cheetham Hill brethren.
Over 60 worshippers, including young people, were in
attendance and the fellowship was rich. Brother
Michael Slaven is the lead person in the team and is
giving good leadership in the absence of a pastor.
I can gladly report that Sis. Wilson, wife of the late Rev.
C. Wilson, and founding member of this congregation is
in good health and still active in the church.

Bolton

A huge thank you to Rev. & Sis. Johns for
their leadership.

The District of Gloucester
With over 50 ministers and key workers in attendance,
Mrs. Brown and I jointly presented the Big Move with
special emphasis being placed on the theme "Valuing
our Women and our Men".
We were greatly encouraged by the unity which was
demonstrated among the leadership, and the interactive
session was most engaging. The seminar ended with a
delicious fellowship meal prepared by the ladies of the
Gloucester church. We commend Bishop and Sis. Scott

Pastor Everett is very enthusiastic about his work for the
Lord and has a passion to empower God’s people
through teaching God’s Word. This service saw a
powerful outpouring of the Holy Spirit as He gave
confirmation to a number of those present as to His call
and purpose for their lives. Brother Webb and the few
brethren at the church in Bath are in need of our prayers
for direction as to the future of this congregation.

PROJECTS

Huntingdon
After years of wanton vandalism resulting in tens of
thousands of pounds of repairs and maintenance, we
finally disposed of the building at Huntingdon. Sadly
the congregation had folded three years ago.
In the last issue of RAP, we listed a number of churches
that were either undertaking projects to renovate or
planned to do so. Some of them thankfully are nearing
their completion and some are at the beginning.

In spite of the challenges of recent months, Bishop
Burrell reports many souls being saved and baptised in
the Holy Spirit, whilst many others are being healed by
God’s almighty power. We do praise the Lord for this
and pray for His continued guidance for all the members
and leaders at Wood Green.

Scotland Mission
At the end of 2004, I received a call from Sis. Carol
Sneddon in Edinburgh informing me of a number of
Caribbean people in need of spiritual help and support
for their spiritual survival.
Bishop Donald Bolt, Rev. Louis McLeod and myself met
with eight of them in February. They are now working
together under the leadership of Sis. Carol and we are

PEOPLE
Rev. & Sis. C. L. Hastings
It was a great joy for my wife and I to spend some
quality time with Rev. & Sis. Hastings, veterans of the
faith, now living in retirement in Swindon. Their
outstanding work in NTCG in church evangelism, youth
work and pastoring continues to bear fruit. The
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buildings they purchased in Reading and Leeds are now
congregations being led by anointed men of God. Both
Rev. & Sis. Hastings have challenging health issues but
their faith in God and willingness to work for Him
remain unabated.

Sis. W. Walder
We were also privileged to visit with Sis. Walder, wife of
the late Rev. K. G. Walder. Sis. Walder is another veteran.
She is in good health and abounding in faith, prayer and
good works in the church and community of Gloucester.
We enjoyed a good time in fellowship over the delicious
meal she provided for us.

Rev. Mrs. Hermine Jackson
Rev. Mrs. Jackson retired from pastoral charge after 40
years of active ministry in the Church of God.
Her early years found her actively engaged in
Evangelism and the National Ladies Ministries. She was
instrumental
in
the
development of the Ladies
Auxiliary in the Midlands
and nationally. The last 20
years of her ministry she
pastored the Muntz Street
Church - the land was
purchased
and
the
sanctuary built under her
direction/leadership with
the active support of her
late husband.
Her
ministry has produced
some excellent leaders,
including the Rev. Derek
Webley and Rev. Leonard
McDonald
amongst
others. On Saturday, the
30th March, ministers and
members (including members of the National Executive
Council and the National Women’s President) met at
Oughton Road NTCG to express appreciation to Rev.
Jackson for her dedicated service. The New Testament
Church of God is indebted to her for her services and
wishes her a healthy and happy retirement.
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Rev. Colleen Brown
Sadly, we announce the resignation of Rev. Colleen
Brown from the pastorate of the Aylesbury Church due
to the ill health of her parents. Sis. Colleen and her
husband Obediah have given outstanding leadership to
the people of Aylesbury and their active leadership will
be greatly missed. We are praying for the speedy
recovery of Bro. & Sis. Grant, both faithful members of
the Church of God and trust that at some time in the
future Sis. Colleen will find it possible to resume active
ministry.

Rev. Marcell Fullwood
Succeeding Rev. Brown in the pastorate at Aylesbury is
the Rev. Marcell Fullwood, formally of the
Brixton/Leicester churches. Both Rev. & Sis. Fullwood are
zealous for the work of God and excited about
commencing their first pastorate. Do hold them up in
your prayers.

Bishop George
Bookal
We
offer
our
congratulations to Rev.
George Bookal who was
ordained
into
the
Bishopric on the 26th
February.
Please
continue to pray for him
and his family and the members of the Hendon Church.

retirement, he fell ill and endured many long years of
pain, being cared for by his adoring wife and family.
Remember to pray for Mother Hylton, Rev. Clarence
Hylton & family.

Bishop A. T. Foster
It is with much regret that
we announce the passing
of Bishop A. T. Foster "Papa
T" – former Pastor of
several
London
congregations
and
founder
member
of
‘Fosters’, the famous
quartet which bore his
name. Bishop Foster was a loyal & committed member
of the Church of God who strove to uphold the integrity
of the ministry. He retired from active ministry 8 years
and fell ill not long after with Alzheimer’s disease. With
the care of his wife & family and frequent visits to
hospital, he was able to maintain a reasonable amount
of mobility and quality of life. In recent years however,
things got more difficult and on Monday, 10th May he
succumbed to a massive heart attach.
We will remember him not least for one of his favourite
renditions of "I am only on a journey in this rough and
troubled land and my name is over yonder…"
Let us continue to uphold Sis. Foster and family in our
prayers.

ministry of Revd’s Joel Haye and Fitzroy Sterling who
ministered to the men through dynamic lectures. Bishop
Eric Brown challenged the men to take their rightful
place in the church home and community.
Throughout the period of May to October, a series of
regional consultation meetings took place, the purpose
of which was to enable us to review and evaluate
ourselves and from this plan towards the future
In November 2004 the department moved the Men of
Purpose Conference to Wyboston, Bedfordshire. The
theme ‘Kingdom Building’ was specifically chosen to
bring emphasis to the benefits of Christian men owning
or thinking of starting their own business. The guest
speaker Rev Errol Williams, Church of God of Prophecy,
shared his personal experiences and presented inspired
lectures. Our very own Revd’s Herman Allen, David
Muir and Bro Colin Tomlin complimented the weekend
with their dynamic presentations.
The department embraces the Big Move programme
which has given both focus and clarity. Our
commitment to this is evident through the ‘PEEC’ vision
recently shared with the men at our M.I.M. 2005
meeting, which will be key to drive the department in
the direction we wish to go. The emphasis is based on
directing our focus on the man in the home. If the man
is functioning and fulfilling God’s ideal in the home then
he is better equipped to then reach the wider
community.

Rev. Eldemire Johnson
The Rev. Eldemire Johnson tragically lost his son
Anthony in February. Please remember Rev. Johnson
and family in your prayers during their time of
bereavement.

NATIONAL MEN’S
MINISTRY DEPARTMENT

In February of this year, the Rev. F. Hylton "Brother Man"
went home to be with the Lord. Rev. Hylton was a
veteran of the New Testament Church of God in Jamaica
and England.

In recognition of the need to review its programmes and
events, the annual men’s convention was rebirthed to
‘Men in Ministry’ development weekend (M.I.M). The
idea is to place an emphasis on our leadership within
the department through training as well as ensuring
that men are equipped with the necessary resources.

Coming to England in the early 1960s, he evangelised in
the city of London before he was appointed to pastor
the Mile End Church and later the Deptford Church
where he served until his retirement. Shortly after his

During the weekend 12th-14th March 2004 men came
together from around the country for a time of
empowering. We were encouraged through the

Father F. Hylton

Our aim is to Partner i.e. link with other organisations to
draw from each other,
Evangelise i.e. bring the good news of hope, Educate
i.e. educate ourselves to be able to educate others,
Communicate i.e. inform and share what we are
achieving.
Change is not always received favourably but we believe
that God who has brought us thus far will see us
through whatever the future holds.

Rev. David Stewart
National Director, Men’s Ministry
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT
The Women Ministries Department continues to
implement, plan and deliver programmes and activities,
which will meet its aims and objectives and at the same
time touch, challenge and transform lives under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.
The Women’s Retreat held in March is one such
programme as described by two of the delegates who
attended:
In my mind the women’s ministry retreat would be of a
convention - type nature. I was completely wrong. I got into
Coventry late and was feeling slightly tired, but glad for the
opportunity to simply unwind in the presence of other
people who would be able to share their thoughts with me
from a Christian perspective.

As soon as I was introduced to my ‘round table’ sisters, we
immediately started to share around various themes to do
with purpose and direction. There was certainly a
commonality between us and it was extremely comforting to
sit in the company of strangers and to share so freely with
people who I’d only known for an hour!

It seemed God had orchestrated Saturday for me. The
presentation on ‘touch’ was excellent and really allowed us
the opportunity to demonstrate what we had learnt with
someone else.

The highlight of the day for me was the lecture by Sis.
Hermine James. She spoke, in her direct and eloquent way,
on time/life management, determination and fulfilling
purpose. I found her personal testimonies – from the stories
of her working in a law firm in Jamaica and not knowing
why she was there until 20 years later in England, to her
passing her driving test 2 years ago – full of inspiration and
hope. It confirmed to me that with Godly determination, all
things are indeed possible!
On Sunday, Sister Millicent Brown gave an excellent
presentation on the washing of the saint’s feet. As Sister
Millicent washed the feet of various women, she prayed
for them specifically, asking God to lead them and
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direct them, and that every place their feet touched would
be blessed. It was powerful stuff! In all, I had a great
weekend at Women’s Retreat. Just being in a different
environment with time to reflect and relax, eat good food
and share with others is wonderful.
Rachel Muir-Brown, London

God will always put the right person, in the right place, at
the right time in order to accomplish His purpose.

After almost cancelling my attendance at the Women’s
Ministries Retreat in March, I am overjoyed that I went,
because I received my healing. For over 3 years I had been
suffering severe pain in the soles of my feet, often keeping
me awake at night. During the Sunday morning during the
symbolic feet washing session, Sis Millicent Brown
demonstrated the humility and service of feet washing. The
session moderator Sis Cherrie Parkinson invited those
having problems with their feet and joints to come forward.
As Sis Brown laid her hands on my feet in the bowl of water,
I knew God was using her hands to heal my feet.

My feet are healed because the spirit of healing anointed Sis
Brown’s hands for the task. Truly, ‘the anointing breaks the
yoke’.
Sis Maud E Anderson (Sheffield NTCG)

I am grateful to God for committed women who have a
desire to impact their communities through challenging
and strengthening activities.
We request your
continued prayers as we strive for excellence.

Diary Date 7th – 9th October
Women’s Empowerment Conference
Guest Speakers: Dr. Cindy Trimm from the USA and Rev.
Wilma Foloyan (Church of God of Prophecy,
Birmingham).

Mrs. Millicent Brown
National Women’s Ministry President

NATIONAL YOUTH & CE
CONVENTION 2005
The convention from the outset was very youth focused
being based around mobile phones that we know is fast
becoming the ‘norm’ for young people of today’s society.
The layout of the programme was very striking with the
relevant topic ‘CHECK UR TXT’.

This title evoked the acronym of ‘txt’ that directly refers to
the craze of ‘text messages’ via mobile phones as well as
discreetly but relevantly referring to the text of the ‘Bible’.
It was the first time we had seen a programme that didn’t
follow the ‘traditional’ style. It instilled expectations within
the youth that this year’s convention was going to be
different! This expectation was also supported by the recent
induction of the National Youth and Christian Education
Director, Reverend Ruben King.

also facilitated the induction and appreciation of new and
previous members of the National Youth and CE Board.

The whole experience of convention this year I can say was
quite a success. It felt more like a ‘Youth’ Convention and
was definitely a move in the right direction. It felt like a step
closer to what the youth expect and seemed to be a positive
break through. Well done Reverend King and the National
Youth Board!
Joanne Clarke Gordon Handsworth

JOINT MEETING WITH
THE CHURCH OF GOD OF
PROPHECY

On Friday 29th April we saw the first day of National Youth
Convention 2005 and what a start to the weekend it was. It
started with a message by Bishop Kelvin Cobaris, a young
and anointed man of God. The sermon was entitled ‘Strong
Signals’ denoting the level of reception received on mobile
phones, it addressed the issue of youth hearing the call of
God and responding to it.

Saturday was a continuum, with the first half of the day
being split into workshops, ‘Pray as you go’, ‘Silent Rings’,
‘Handsfree Care Kit’, ‘Mobile Media’, ‘The Word: Valid 4
Eternity’, ‘Lifestyle Upgrade’, and for the Youth Leaders
there was a separate session called ‘Recharge’. Each of
these topics was aimed to challenge the youth and after
obtaining feedback from the youth, challenge is what it did.
The latter half of the day was a concert that was presented
by ‘The Well’ with artistes who were wise in their approach
and offered testimonies to encourage the youth.

The Worship Team, Musicians and Mass Choir were
fabulous throughout the whole weekend and Sunday was no
different. Reverend King ministered to us on the topic ‘Pray
as you go’. This topic was again aimed towards the youth
and three main points were brought forward, to ‘Organise
God into your life’, ‘Fill your hearts with God’s Word’ and
to ‘Pray according to God’s Word’ using a wide range of
scriptures that fitted in well with the sub topics. This session

"MEETING OF THE MINDS"
(Back Row L-R) Bishops Lenford Rowe, Levi Bailey,
Tedroy Powell, Joe Kurian, Timothy Smith, Llewellyn
Graham, Headley Gayle, Derek Webley,
Jefferson Atherley
(Middle Row L-R) Ms. Colleen Laing, Bishops Donald
McCalla, Winston Willis, Allan Sam, Alfred Reid, Clinton
Ryan, Barrington Burrell, Donald Bolt, Ms. Leony Titus

(Front Row L-R) Theophilus McCalla, Louis McLeod,
Eric Brown, Wilton Powell, Michael Wilson, Rudolph
Parkinson
A Northamptonshire hotel served as the historic
meeting place between two of Britain's oldest and
largest black Pentecostal churches, the New Testament
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Church of God (NTCG) and the Church of God of
Prophecy (COGOP).
The two organisations met to discuss ways in which
they could work together in spreading the gospel,
provide spiritual leadership to the black community and
beyond and speak with a united voice on social and
political issues.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Ministerial Examinations
We are glad to announce the start of the Ministerial
Internship Programme (MIP) and the commencement of
the ministerial examinations under this new regime.
Ministerial examinations will now be done in May and
November of each year. Further details in our next
publication.

Giant
It is a move that will be welcomed by many who see
Britain's black churches as a sleeping giant, full of underutilised potential and power. NTCG and COGOP were
historically one organisation - Church of God
(Cleveland), which is the world's oldest Pentecostal
body. Founded in 1886, the COG experienced a split in
1923 when A.J. Tomlinson left the organisation and
founded the COGOP.
The UK branches of the NTCG and COGOP are both 52
years old. Between them they run 203 congregations
and provide pastoral care and spiritual leadership to
over 50,000 people.
Bishop Eric Brown, head of NTCG and Bishop Wilton
Powell, leader of the COGOP, co-chaired the meeting
attended by the executive committee members of both
churches. In a bold opening address, Bishop Brown
said: "The time has come for the black majority church
leaders to arise and start working together for the
welfare of all our people. We have spent enough time
building our own images. We must now look at the
bigger picture of the issues confronting our
communities."
Bishop Brown also talked about issues specific to church
life, such as falling membership, church hopping, the
lack of unity, leadership training and the church's
relationship with the media, saying churches "must
respond to these and other issues if we are to regain
and retain our credibility as God's people".
Following suit, COGOP leader Bishop Powell responded
by saying that the church needs to provide answers to
current social issues, adding that: "the gang culture is
stealing our Sunday school boys". He stated that NTCG
and COGOP should play a role in galvanising Britain's
Caribbean Diaspora and provide support for the
growing
numbers
of
black
Christian
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NTCG Gospel in the Park
(Family Fun Day)

Bishops Eric Brown & Wilton Powell

On August 13th Overstone Park will open its gates to
members and friends from across the UK for the second
annual Gospel in the Park.
This year’s Gospel in the Park will be a fun-packed family
fun day with kiddies corner, bouncy castles, facepainting, comedian "Bishop Shacklefoot", talent show
cases, prizes and giveaways from major sponsors.

entrepreneurs.
The executive members of both denominations
welcomed the opportunity to work together and for
churches to be actively involved in issues that affected
their members. There's no doubt both churches are in a
good position to provide spiritual and moral leadership.
They are also actively involved in community initiatives.
The COGOP runs Britain's largest community project,
the Nehemiah Housing, which has 500 properties in the
West Midlands and an asset base of £25m. It is also
actively involved in raising educational achievement
through its Black Boys Can project and runs the Family
Life Skills Counselling Centre in Luton.
NTCG community initiatives tend to be locally based and
a number of churches run senior citizens' clubs,
computer training and provide prison ministry.

Focus
The culmination of the meeting, which was totally free
of either jockeying or egotism, saw both churches
agreeing to focus on introducing initiatives which
galvanise the prayer ministries across the denomination,
give support to the family, train up a new generation of
leaders and encourage entrepreneurship. Bishop Brown
was more than happy with the outcome. He told Soul
Stirrings: "This meeting has been an important one and
recognises that the blood of Christ which unites us, is
greater than the history that divides us."

Watch out for further promotional information coming
soon!

National Convention 2005
The 2005 National Convention will
run under the theme "The Year of
Visitation". Our keynote speakers
will include Dr. G. Dennis McGuire,
General Overseer of the Church of
God (Int’l), the Rev. Joel Edwards (General Director,
Evangelical Alliance) and Bishop Noel Jones (USA)
among others. This promises to be a great time of
worship and fellowship, and must not be missed.
You may register at your local congregations or by
debit/credit card at the National Office on
01604 643 311.

NTCG National Sports Day
"Flexing it for Christ"
Saturday, 6th August 2005
Munrow Sports Centre, Birmingham University
www.ntcg-sports.com
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