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truth and to the "embracing", "holding unto" that which is false.
This is an apt description of our time.
The erosion of our secular, ethical mores and the strengthening tide
of secularism are having a great impact not only on our society but
also on the Church. The Church is no longer the bedrock of moral
authority.
The media is setting the standard.
The Ten
Commandments, they say, are out of date, and must be replaced
with a Bill of Human Rights. Self-determination is the order of the
day.

Bishop Eric & Mrs. Millicent Brown
Administrative Bishop &
National Women’s Ministries President

This is the age when men play God and worship the creature rather
than the Creator. This is the work of "deceiving spirits and doctrines
of demons". In the teeth of such false doctrine the Christian believer
must hold steadfastly to the Faith, knowing that the Word of God
is purer, holier, wiser and higher than all the substitutes of human
inventions and will stand in victory and glory when evil men,
deceiving spirits and doctrines of devils are confined to the lake of
fire.

EDITORIAL

"Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast unmovable,
always abounding in the work of Christ. For as much as you know
that your labour (your faith) is not in vain."

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils;” (1 Timothy 4:1 NKJV)

Eric A. Brown, FRSA
Administrative Bishop
NTCG, England & Wales

There are some portions of the scriptures that are hard to
understand, even for the most gifted Theologians. This verse,
however, is unambiguous. It is clear, it is precise and leaves no
room for doubt or misunderstanding. "… in the latter times, some
will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and
doctrines of devils."
The Holy Spirit, who knows the mind of God, looked into the
distant future and saw our present time. He spoke expressly, i.e. for
the expressed purpose of showing the Church not only what will
happen, but how it will happen. "Some will depart from the faith".
Faith is the revealed body of truth about God and His redemptive
purposes in Jesus Christ. They will depart by "giving heed" - a
visual, mental process which signifies a departure from accepted

ACHIEVEMENTS
This year has been a good one for us, though not without its
challenges. Through it all, God has proven Himself faithful. The
promise of Jesus: "I will build my church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it…" still stands and with confidence we move
forward to do His will.
The year began with the election of a new Executive Council in
September 2003. In an unprecedented show of confidence, the
conference elected nine members to the Executive on the first
ballot. It took a further three ballots to elect the tenth member. I
am pleased to report that the council is united and together we are

totally committed to work for the advancement of the
organisation and the welfare of its ministers and
members.
In November/December, we successfully resolved the
conflict which persisted at the Woolwich Church. Under
the capable leadership of Rev. Claion Grandison, the
congregation is now experiencing spiritual, numerical
and financial growth.
We thank the Lord for
faithfulness/loyalty of the members of the Woolwich
Church and we wish them well for the future.
In December 2003, the National Executive Committee
visited Jamaica to conduct its business, to meet with
Administrative Bishop W. A. Blair and his Executive and
the Honourable Dr. Peter Phillips, the Minister of State
for National Security. In these meetings we covered a
range of subjects including immigration, crime, the
needs /potential of returning residents, youth work,
education and training. We visited three penal
institutions and two community projects, all of which
left a deep impact on us and a firm commitment to
assist. Needless to say, we enjoyed the sun and some of
the lovely things Jamaica has to offer.

BIG MOVE SEMINARS
Between February and May 2004, seven (7) regional
seminars were held to promote our Big Move
programme. Approximately 1,300 delegates attended.
We are convinced that the future of our church will be
guaranteed if we invest in our leaders. More of our
resources and efforts must be spent equipping our
leaders.

The next Pastors’ & Key Workers’ Conference is
scheduled for February 17-19, 2005 and will be held at
the Bethel Convention Centre, West Bromwich.
Dr. G. Dennis McGuire (General Overseer, Church of
God), Dr. Myles Munroe (Bahamas) and Rev. Joel
Edwards (General Director, Evangelical Alliance) will be
our key presenters.

NATIONAL CONVENTION
2004

NATIONAL SERVICE OF
THANKSGIVING
On the 3rd April, the National Service of Thanksgiving
was held at St. Martins-in-the-Field, Trafalgar Square,
London. The service was led by Professor Clinton Ryan
and we were blessed by having some distinguished
guests to share in our celebrations. With congregation

We believe that there
were
over
2000
persons who attended
our first Gospel concert
in the Park. It was
professionally planned
and delivered and was
heartening to see the
support and hear the
expressions
of
solidarity as people reconnected
with
Overstone. We all owe
a debt of gratitude to
Leony Titus, my P.A. for
her tireless efforts in spearheading this event and for the
team, sponsors and artistes who all contributed in
making the event the success it was. The scene is surely
set for successful future events.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The National Convention was held in Brighton and the
reports are that delegates were blessed/challenged by
the ministry of the Word. However, the organisers and
myself are agreed that we need to be more long-term in
our planning and more imaginative in the content of the
convention programme. The conventions are becoming
more expensive to stage and in recent years we have
struggled to break even, therefore a lot more thought
needs to be given in planning and financing future
events.

PASTORS’ & KEY WORKERS’
CONFERENCE
In January 2004, we held our first Pastors’ & Key
Workers’ Conference. Over 750 delegates attended.
The focus was on the first theme of the Big Move –
Building Confident, Committed Leaders – and we were
ably served by our keynote speakers and workshop
facilitators.

around Family, Faith and Finances – key areas in which
ministers must have a certainty of security if they are to
be confident and committed. Specialists in the areas of
investment, pensions and wills were invited to speak to
delegates.

singing, choirs and dancers we lifted up our praises to
God for 50 years of Evangelical Pentecostal Ministry of
the Church of God in England & Wales. A most timely
and dynamic message delivered by Dr. Issachar
Lewinson not only reflected on our past but pointed us
to a hopeful future and set the seal on the day’s
proceedings.

YOUNG LEADERS
CONFERENCE

GOSPEL IN THE PARK
(FAMILY FUN DAY & CONCERT)

This year’s General Assembly held in San Antonio, Texas
was one of the best. The order of the sessions and the
spirit of unity assure us that our Church has a decided
destiny. Over 90 delegates, perhaps the largest from
these shores, attended the Assembly.
My only
disappointment is that a number of Ministers did not
respond to my request that they, along with the
delegates from their church, advise me of their intention
to attend. In future, we must be more organised in
order that we can be more effective, especially during
General Council sessions, and also to have social times
together.

PEOPLE
On April 1st, Rev. Michael Davis was
appointed as Financial Accountant and
Operations Manager, and will be responsible
for a vital area of the work previously
done by Rev. Louis McLeod. Michael is
an able and committed member of staff
and together we are committed to make
the work of NTCG second to none.

Continuing on our Big Move theme of ‘Building
Confident Committed Leaders’ over 120 young
ministers and their spouses met on the 22nd May at the
Moat House Hotel in Northampton to discuss issues
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On the 2nd August, Rev. Ruben
King assumed the office as
National Director of Youth &
Christian Education. Ruben is a
member of the Handsworth
Church and has a background of
work in Industry and the
Voluntary Sector. He is a gifted
musician and is committed to
make a difference in the delivery of our youth work.
In June 2004, Rev. Donald Bolt, having received the next
highest number of votes during last year’s council
election, became the 10th member of the National
Executive Council following the departure of Dr. Khan
from the council. We welcome Rev. Bolt and look
forward to good working relationship in the future. Do
remember to pray for Dr. Khan, his wife Linda and their
family.
Last summer, Bishop H. P. Strachan (former District Pastor
for Deptford) retired from active ministry and returned
with his wife to Jamaica. He was succeeded by Rev.
Deverton Douglas, the former Pastor of the Charlton
Church.
Pastor Wayne Brown succeeded Rev. Douglas as Pastor
of the Charlton Church. We are receiving positive
reports from him and members of his congregation of
the wonderful things God is doing amongst them.
Pastor Otis Wilks assumed the Pastorate of the East
Dulwich Church (now located in Peckham). He too
reports of God’s hand of healing, anointing and
restoration on the congregation.
Rev. Reginald Stewart retired as Pastor of the Newport
Church after long years of dedicated service to the
Church. We wish him good health and much happiness
in his retirement.
Rev. Winston Taylor, former District Youth & C.E. Director
of the Gloucester District, succeeded Rev. Stewart as
Pastor of Newport.
In the past year, Pastor Yvonne Tomlinson stepped down
from the Pastorate in Stevenage and was succeeded by

Rev. O. D. Francis. While Rev. Steve Williams assumed
the Pastorate of the Chuckery Road Branch in Walsall
which reunited with the New Testament Church of God.
Rev. Reginald Johnson assumed the Pastorate of the
Church in West Ealing.
We are praying for them as they relocate from Dudley in
the West Midlands.
Rev. R. O. Johnson, former Pastor of the Hammersmith
Church – after a long period of suffering – succumbed to
his illness on the 18th August. His home going service
was held at Willesden NTCG and was a most
encouraging and spiritual experience. His invaluable
contribution to the works of our church will, we are
sure, continue to bear fruit. Let us continue to
remember Sis. Johnson in our prayers. She gave him
loving care during his long illness.

HEADQUARTERS STAFF
I wish to make special mention of all the Administrative
Staff working at the Head Office. They are most cooperative and supportive of the vision for the church.
They are highly motivated and are making the
contribution to this forward thrust of the church. They
all go beyond the call of duty, especially during special
events such as conventions/conferences to ensuring
their successful delivery. Their professionalism is evident
and receives lots of positive comments from the public.
I must make special mention of Rev. Louis McLeod for his
tireless efforts in working for the efficiency of the church,
especially in the areas of finance and governance. We
owe him a debt of gratitude and are committed to
finding a suitable time and place to express our
appreciation.

PROJECTS
There are a number of projects that are in progress or in
the pipelines which must be mentioned because of their
size, the challenge these congregations face and their
need for prayer and guidance.

Mile End

Deptford

The Mile End church has been engaged in a multimillion pound project for the past four years. They have
commitment of support from some key institutions but
they must raise a significant amount of the funds they
need.

Renovation and extension of present facilities with a
projected cost of over £500,000.

Leeds
Extension/Renovation projected cost £380,000.

Aldershot
Elephant & Castle
Having sold County Street to facilitate the purchase of
St. Judes, the Elephant & Castle Church now needs
pretty near to half a million pounds to renovate the
building to make it suitable for worship. Do remember
Rev. Sis. Hall as she spearheads this project and brings it
to completion.

Nottingham
The Nottingham Church has been undergoing extensive
redevelopment after they purchased two adjacent
buildings which they have now brought into use. The
overall cost of this project is in excess of £300,000 and
is nearing completion. Do remember Bishop Beason
and the congregation of Nottingham.

Extension/Renovation projected cost £300,000+.
Handsworth
Demolition/Re-Building projected cost – millions.

Willesden and Wolverhampton
Willesden and Wolverhampton are also seeking larger
facilities to accommodate their growth and the further
development of their various social responsibility
programmes.
All these developments are desirable and necessary.
However we need to have a co-ordinated approach
especially to dealing with the banks, architects, quantity
surveyors, builders and other service providers in order
to obtain the best possible benefit for the organisation.

Northampton
The Northampton Church
recently purchased the
College Street Baptist
Church which is located
in the centre of Town.
This edifice has a seating
capacity in excess of 650
with ample space for
offices, youth ministry, a bookstore etc. Sadly, within
days of the purchase being completed, the building was
set alight causing severe damage including smoke
damage to the sanctuary. It will cost between £50£75,000 to put right. Fortunately, a part of this cost will
be met by the insurance company.
This is the third arson attach on our property in as many
years, Overstone and the Faith Church of God were the
other two. Clearly, the enemy does not like what we are
doing and we must intensify our efforts against him. Do
remember Rev. Allen and his congregation in your
prayers.

PROGRAMMES
Evangelism
All Pastors of congregations with membership of under
50 members would have received a letter from me
requesting information about their plans for growth and
to state in what way the National Church can assist
them in their Evangelistic efforts. It is our intention to
assist these congregations in whatever way possible in
2005. We await their replies.

Education/Training
The emergence of regional training institutions focusing
on theological training is a welcome development. We
however need to have a co-ordinated approach in order
to obtain a common objective. This is even more
essential especially as these institutions are working for
accreditation and some may approach the same
institutions for validation of their courses. The
recruitment and training of future leaders is a priority
and each and every minister is to make this one of their
personal goals.

Others
The following churches have projects in the pipeline:
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OVERSTONE
RE-DEVELOPMENT
We are currently in the process of preparing planning
applications for the redevelopment of Overstone. Paul
Henry Architects has been commissioned to do this

THE BIG MOVE
It is essential that each and every leader embraces this
programme and that we resist the temptation to let
things continue as they have always been. "Staying as
we are isn’t an option…" The world is changing and the
New Testament Church of God must change in order to
secure its long-term future in this rapidly changing
society.
The strength of any growing, progressive church is only
sustainable to the extent that it is able to identify and
train its present and future leaders on the importance it
places on its youth, the strength of its teaching
programmes, the effectiveness of the Evangelistic
outreach and how it cares for, and manages the people
entrusted to its care.

work and will report to conference on the progress
being made.
It is my personal belief that Overstone can and will work
for the benefit of our church and the wider Christian
community and that God will give us the grace and the
means to rebuild it. We crave your prayers and support
as we promise to engage ministers and members in the
whole process of the project.

THE TENBY BUILDINGS
At the beginning of the year we were actively pursuing
the purchase of the above site located in Birmingham.
Our major challenge was whether we would obtain
planning permission to change the use of the building.
We engaged the services of professional negotiators,
architects and our solicitors who worked very hard to
secure the purchase of the building and the necessary
permission to change its use from the Birmingham City
Council. Officers of the Council refused to support our
application on the grounds that the building is a private
industrial site and the City Council wants to keep it that
way. Our understanding is that the building is still on
the market and we are still interested but we are
confining our interest to personal contact with key
players and praying for God’s will to be done.
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This essentially is what the Big Move is all about and I
would encourage ministers and church leaders to select
two or three themes of the Big Move and use them as
key parts of their programme of activities in 2005. We
at the Head Office are ready to assist you in developing
and delivering your programmes.

"UNFOLDING
DESTINY"
An Autobiography by Dr.
Sydney U. Thompson

when they are fully established, repeat the process until,
like a strawberry plant, new branches are established.
That, in part, has been the strategy for church planting
in London where we now have over 30 branches.
In these pages you will not only learn about his
personal pilgrimage from Jamaica to England, but also
of his passion as a preacher of the glorious Gospel of
Christ. You will get a personal glimpse of the private
man, who along with his dear wife, have reared their
children to fear God, all of whom are committed
Christians and active in the service of the Kingdom.
Bishop Thompson has modelled what it really means to
be a good Christian leader. Most if not all of our leaders
can point to him as their role model not only in Gospel
preaching but also of personal integrity in ministry.
As you read these pages you see that like Mordecai,
(Esther 10:3) S. U. Thompson is one who seeks the good
of his people and speaks for the good of the whole
nation.
Copies of Unfolding Destiny are available from:
Shalom Consultancy
PO Box 10911
Sutton Coldfield
WEST MIDLANDS
B76 1WY

2004 has been a year of blessings for our churches, as
this edition of RAP will show. However, we have had
our challenges but we refuse to dwell on them –
choosing rather to leave them in the hands of the Lord,
who is our advocate and our intercessor.
In the year which is ahead of us, we will build upon the
successes of the past by intensifying our efforts in
promoting our Big Move programme, but above all, we
will prepare our hearts for the visitation of God’s
presence.
Christian ministry is never without its challenges,
especially from within, but we must never forget the
promise of Jesus "… Lo, I am with you always even unto
the end of the age". If we keep His promise as our
watchword and song we will never be defeated.

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 17-19, 2005
Pastors’ & Key Workers’ Conference
Bethel Convention Centre, West Bromwich
4-6 March 2005
National Women’s Ministries Retreat
Holiday Inn Hotel, Hinkley Road
Walsgrave, Coventry CV2 2HP
Cost: £198.00 inclusive

NB:1 Copy £7.50 plus £2.50 for postage
In recent years much is being
written about the history of
the New Testament Church
of God in England & Wales –
some of which has come
about from ‘second hand
experience’. In this book, we
get to the roots, and no one
is more qualified to write about the origin and
development of the New Testament Church of God,
especially in London and the South than the Rev. Dr. S.
U. Thompson.
His strategy for Evangelism and Church Growth is
practical, not theoretical, which has been practiced most
successfully in South East London. Simply put: Find a
group of people with a zeal for God, set them to pray
and study God’s word, organise them into a church and

CONCLUSION
On a personal note, this past year has been a busy but
enjoyable one for Sis. Brown and myself. Her presence
with me has made much of the 30,000 land miles
covered less stressful. I have enjoyed visiting the local
churches, dialoguing with many of the ministers both in
my office and in theirs, and have been greatly
encouraged by what is happening in many of our
churches. We take very seriously our duty to pray for
you and your families that your ministries will be
effective.

NTCG Gospel in the Park
DVDs are now available for NTCG Gospel in the Park
featuring the Living Waters Gospel Choir, The National
Youth Choir, Ekklesia and Jamaican Gospel Reggae
Artiste Stitchie. To order your copy send your cheque or
postal order payable to New Testament Church of God
to the National Office. Price £11.50 each (pp included)
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