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This is the eleventh hour and there are still those who are
standing around, complaining that they have nothing to do
because no one has hired them. In Matthew 20:6-8 the
command from the Master is:- "Put in your sickle and reap for
the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is
ripe". Rev. 14:15
Amen. So let it be.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
VISITS JAMAICA

Bishop Eric & Mrs. Millicent Brown

For the first time in our history, the National Executive Council
of our church and their wives returned to the island of Jamaica,
the roots of the founding fathers and mothers. We arrived at
the Norman Manley International Airport in Kingston and were
transported by coach to our hotel in Ocho Rios where we
conducted the most of our duller business; including our joint
meeting with Rev. Dr. W. A. Blair, the Island Overseer and his
Executive Council.
Our meeting covered a range of subjects including:

EDITORIAL
The Church of Jesus Christ is a living active organism. It never
stands still and anyone who tries to restrict or confine it to his
own culture, or traditional way of thinking will find himself left
behind.
The work of the Kingdom cannot wait for our convenience.
Jesus illustrated this in his dialogue with the disciples.

"Do you not say, four months more and then the harvest? I tell
you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for
harvest… I send you to reap what you have not worked for,
others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the
benefits of their labour." John 4:35,38.
Nothing will change for the good in our ministry and our church,
until our eyes are opened to the fields - the mass of hopeless
humanity - and our passion stirred by the Holy Spirit to join
Christ in His work of redemption.







Immigration and criminality

The needs and potentials of Returning
Residents
Youth Work

Education/Training

The benefits of a Centralized Banking System,
etc.

We concluded our discussions affirming the value of future
meetings at this level, and knowing that we are the inheritors
of a rich heritage, one that we are committed to build upon and
to defend.

Our meeting with the Minister of National Security, Dr. Peter
Phillips centred on immigration and criminality, returning
residents, the penal system in Jamaica and the commitment of
our church to work with the Government and Statutory
Agencies in addressing these concerns.

Among other people we dialogued with was Al Miller,
one of Jamaica’s most forward thinking Ministers,
who is working to transform the civic society in
Jamaica. He is currently running a project which
seeks to provide proper toilet/sanitary facilities in
primary schools throughout the Island.
We also met Rev. R. O. Maddix, Chief Chaplin to the
Prisons, who arranged our visit to South Camp Prison
in Kingston.
Devon "Ziggy" Beckford is an interesting person. A
Christian recording artiste who operates a project in
Trench Town caring for over 250 children who he and
his team feed and care for everyday while their
parents are at work, college or otherwise absent
because of crime or poverty. Moira Morgan (formerly
from Hitchin) runs a similar project in Olympic
Gardens (Kingston) which we visited. Our visit to the
Trench Town project was most touching and we are
committed not only to assist these projects, but to
contribute to the training/catering facilities for the
inmates at South Camp prison.
Please help us to help them by sending your
donations to the New Testament Church of God,
National Office for the Missions Department.

Among the business sessions, visits, radio interviews
and networking, Sis. Brown and I managed an
afternoon with my mother in Spanish Town. Overall
the trip was very successful and we had a lot of fun
doing serious work for God.

Combined National Executive Councils
England & Wales/Jamaica & Grand Cayman

(Middle Row L-R) Osbourne Fisher, Levi Bailey, Ronald Blair,
Rudolph Parkinson, Louis McLeod, Derek Webley,
Daniel Samuels, Cecil Fisher, Norman Gooden
(Front Row L-R) Raymot Notice, Issachar Lewinson,
Wellesley Blair, Eric Brown, Winston Willis, Eitel Morris

PASTORS’ & KEY LEADERS’
CONFERENCE (PLC)

Rev. Donald Bolt’s "KFC" sermon on Friday night was
undoubtedly the high point for most, if not all who
attended. Below are quotes from some of our
delegates:




"Rev. Bolt as one of our local speakers was
excellent. It was the first time that I’ve heard
this man of God speak."
"Rev. Bolt was dynamic and we are yet to see
him shine with the glory of God’s anointing."

BIG MOVE REGIONAL
SEMINARS
Headley Gayle, Claude Khan, Joe Kurian, Clement Clarke, Barrington
Burrell, Clinton Ryan
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Rev. Dr. R. H. Parkinson and his leadership team
hosted our second seminar at which over 170
delegates attended. Comments from both seminars
were positive, including "... one of the best
conferences NTCG has ever organised".
"All
presentations covered the chosen subjects well and
engaged the delegates."

Over 750 delegates attended this 3-day event at the
De Montford Hall in Leicester. For the first time in
our history Pastors, Church & Pastor’s Councillors,
Youth Leaders, Men’s and Women’s Ministry Leaders,
Church Secretaries and Treasurers met in the same
room for training and empowerment. We were all
exposed to the powerful teachings and preaching of
Dr. Larry Hess (International Director of Ministerial
Development), Rev. Jessie Abbott and Rev. Dr. Cecil
Mullings.

The conference ended with a communion ably
administered by Rev. Dr. Joe Kurian and a powerful
parting sermon by Rev. Jessie Abbott. The date and
venue of the next PLC will be announced shortly.

(Back Row L-R) Wayne Vernon, Alexander Simms, Donald Roberts,

We commend all who attended and especially want
to thank Bishop & Sis. Bailey and their catering staff
for hosting us.

February marked the beginning of eight regional
seminars planned for this year. Our first was held in
Leeds where over 150 Pastors & Key Leaders
attended. Rev. Levi Bailey, Leony Titus and my wife
Millicent joined me in the presentations.

"do you know the meaning of the BIG MOVE?" before
outlining the planning process for how the BIG MOVE
strategy can be introduced at the local level. The
outcome of the lively group workshops and feedback
session was that each church developed specific
objectives relating to the BIG MOVE. The day was
concluded with a challenge to effect change at local
level, and to use the resources at our disposal whilst
building on the leadership principles for the future.

Saturday 21 February found us in Bristol for our third
regional seminar.
The Districts of Bristol &
Gloucester combined and over 80 delegates
attended. The teaching sessions were received with
enthusiasm and the interactive session on developing
the strategy went down very well.
We are grateful to District Pastors Brown and Scott
for hosting us and their staff for the refreshment and
food they provided.

Big Move Seminar in Brixton.
The following report was submitted by Denise
Sterling (NTCG, Leeds):

Leeds was the place to be on Saturday 7th February
2004 when the first of the BIG MOVE regional
seminars took place for the Leeds, Manchester and
Sheffield districts. All three districts were well
represented with over 150 delegates registered for
the day.

NATIONAL YOUTH & C.E.
CONVENTION 2004
This year we are planning for yet another dynamic
and empowering Youth Convention. We are looking
at moving into a new realm and dimension with God.
It is about taking responsibility as individuals to move
forward with authority and relevance for our
generation and the ones to come.

The seminar topics of Leadership, Ministry of
Protocol and Planning the Strategy were addressed
by Bishop Brown, Leony Titus & Millicent Brown. A
key message from Bishop Brown’s presentation was
that "the church will stand or fall on leadership".
Leadership principles were explored from a biblical
perspective using John Maxwell’s model of the 21
Laws of Leadership.
Leony Titus was insightful and highlighted the
importance of caring for church visitors and members
alike.
Practical advice was given on how a
professional service of customer care can be
achieved in our churches.
Delegates were challenged by Mrs. Brown who asked

Matt Summerfield

Sharmaine Perrin

The Theme "Empowered, Engaged, Equipped – It’s
Your Move!" highlights the need for the youth of this
generation to be men and women of vision and
relevance. Our main speakers are Rev. Matt
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Summerfield (Executive Director of Crusaders), Rev.
Sharmain Perrin (NTCG – Wolverhampton) and special
guest, Jamaican Gospel Reggae Artiste Stitchie.
The Convention will be held from April 30th to May
2nd at the Bethel Convention Centre, West
Bromwich. For further information contact your
local or district Youth Director or email
marie.bryan@ntcg.org.uk.

MEN’S MINISTRIES
DEPARTMENT

The Crowd in The Convention.

the dynamic ministry of Rev. Jackie McCullough. We
will be spacing the programme especially on the
Saturday, to enable more time for personal reflection
and fellowship.

This year the Church of
God of Prophecy will be
conducting an evangelistic
outreach on the beach on
the Saturday afternoon,
and we are working with
them for a successful
outcome.

Stitchie

The evaluation of our youth work is progressing
nicely. We should have the final report by the end of
March which will inform our decision re the
appointment of a National Youth and C. E. Director.

NATIONAL SERVICE OF
THANKSGIVING
On the 3rd April 2004, a National Service of
Thanksgiving for 50 years of Pentecostal witness by
the NTCG will be held at St. Martins-in-the-Fields,
Central London. This service will be attended by
other church leaders, civic and community leaders
along with representation from our own membership.

This will be a ticketed event due to the limitation of
space. Please liase with your Pastor if you wish to
attend.

NATIONAL CONVENTION
9 - 11 JULY, 2004
National Convention this year will once again be held
in Brighton and among others, we will be blessed by

4

All delegates are advised
to book the hotels and
register early to avoid
disappointment.

Jacqueline E. McCullough.

For the first time in its history, the National Men’s
Conference held in Stoke-on-Trent was an all-male
event with over 300 delegates in attendance. The
men were challenged by the dynamic ministries of
Bishop U. L. Simpson and Rev. Claion Grandison
among others, to strive to be men of vision and
purpose. Rev. McLeod presented the Big Move
Programme resulting in a fierce commitment on the
part of the leadership to embrace it in their
programme development.

Sadly, we say farewell to Peter Potter, Secretary to
the Dept and Floyd Vassell, Treasurer. Revds Samuel
Thompson and Dennis Hines also left the Executive
Board after many years of faithful service.
Peter has been involved in the Men’s Ministries in
excess of 12 years and his energy and drive have
contributed to some of the notable success of the
Department. We are very thankful to all of them for
their faithful service.
Replacing the Secretary and Treasurer is Bro. Steve
Lawrence who will perform the combined role of
Secretary/Treasurer. Bro. Alex Gordon now serves as
Assistant Director to Rev. David Stewart.

The new team will be inducted into office at the
Men’s Ministries weekend scheduled for 13-14 March
2004 at the Oldbury Church, West Midlands.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
2 - 7 AUGUST, 2004
This year’s General Assembly will be held in San
Antonio, Texas and delegates wishing to attend must
book now as hotels within easy reach of the arena get
filled up quite quickly.
All ministers who are going must communicate this
through my P.A. as soon as possible.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES RETREAT
Coventry - February 2004
The following review was submitted by Annette
Jackson, Local President from the Brookfield Church:

What a Wonderful Weekend !!!
“The facilitators all did exceptionally well,
reinforcing our purpose as women who wish to be
extraordinary in his service.

The atmosphere was filled with excitement and
anticipation. Individuals were given the opportunity
to share ministry through academic and vocational
skills to others who in turn had the privilege to learn
and acquire new skills.
Some of the responses were as follows:"My first women’s retreat and I really enjoyed it and
have been challenged to pursue my signing. It was
not just spiritual but social and educational. The
weekend has enabled me to form lasting
friendships."
"I have been motivated to work in the Women’s
Ministry department more faithfully. The speakers
encouraged me to be obedient to God in the capacity
of my leadership."

"I felt a part of the weekend and encouraged to
serve the Lord and one another with greater
conviction".

"I have been blessed, watered and enthused to take
up the baton".

"Such an experience. It really allowed me to
examine myself and what the Lord has given me as
skills to use to his glory. Definitely looking forward
to the next one."
The knowledge of having a purposed prayer life and
praying for specific needs met the holistic needs of
the women.

Finally for those who are nervous about the use of
email, now is the time to get on line and keep the
fellowship warm by keeping in touch”.

FAITH CHURCH OF GOD
On the 16th December, arsonists attacked the Faith
Church of God in West Croydon and raised it to the
ground. The 1000-strong congregation, under the
leadership of Rev. Anthonipillai, is now worshipping
in a school hall as they seek God’s direction as to
their next move. Sadly the building was not insured
due to a misunderstanding on the part of the
leadership.
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PASTORS ON THE MOVE
Bishop Harold Strachan

Unfortunately, racist attacks are still a common
feature of the experience of the Black and Minority
Ethnic Community in England and at this time more
than ever we must stand shoulder to shoulder with
our Tamil/Asian brothers & sisters. Any financial
assistance you can give us an individual/church
please direct same through our offices here at
Overstone.

A REASON TO CELEBRATE
The New Testament Church of God and indeed the
black community in the United Kingdom have every
reason to celebrate the selection of Dr. Oliver A.
Lyseight as joint second with Bishop Wilfred Woods
(Britain’s first black Bishop) as the Greatest Black
Briton ever. First place was awarded to Mary
Seacole, the Jamaican nurse who worked alongside
Florence Nightingale caring for wounded British
soldiers during the Crimean war in the 1850s.

After more than 25 years of active ministry in the
Church of God, Bishop & Mrs. H. P. Strachan, Pastor
of Deptford and District Overseer will retire on the
31st March. Excerpts from his profile will follow this
article. We salute Bishop and Sis. Strachan for their
years of faithful service and wish them long years of
health and happiness in their retirement.

Rev. Deverton Douglas

Succeeding Bishop Strachan is the young and vibrant
Pastor Deverton Douglas and his wife Paulette.
Deverton followed Rev. Strachan at this church in

Charlton which experienced much growth during his
tenure. Deverton & Paulette are the proud parents
of 4 children Siobhan (10), Deverton (7), Daniel (5) &
David (5 months). We are convinced they will do well
in Deptford. Their replacement at Charlton is yet to
be decided.
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In this issue, we profile yet another successful
Minister, Bishop Harold P. Strachan, who along with
his wife Adela, retire to the West Indies shortlyHarold Panton Strachan was born on
September 1938 in Jamaica, W. I. and was
15 children born to Samuel & Belrona
Harold travelled to England in 1962 and
Peckham.

the 21st
the 8th of
Strachan.
settled in

In December 2003, Rev. Claion Grandison and his wife
Sonia were inducted as Pastor of the Woolwich
Church. After a most difficult period in the life of
the Woolwich congregation, peace is now restored
and through the visionary leadership of Rev.
Grandison, the people are now pursuing their
ministry with purpose.
Our thanks to all our
ministers and members who have stood with us in
prayer over the past three years.
We offer our thanks to Sis. Tomlinson who had the
Stevenage Church for the past 4 years. She has now
moved on and is succeeded by Rev. O. D. Francis,
former Pastor of the Chuckery Road congregation in
Walsall. Rev. Francis left Walsall to revive the work
in Huntingdon. Sadly this proved impossible. Rev.
Francis brings considerable experience to the
brethren in Stevenage and we are assured he will do
well.

Dr. & Sis. Lyseight, we salute you. You deserve the
highest accolade this Country can offer. I believe
this will soon be a reality. Stay blessed.

PROFILE OF A MINISTER

Rev. Claion Grandison

Sis. Yvonne Tomlinson

Dr. & Mrs. Lyseight

more than 25 years independent existence under the
leadership of Rev. V. B. McGregor. The church is
blessed with some very faithful and talented
members and there is good prospect for positive
growth.

Rev. Steve Williams

In December 2003 Rev. Steve Williams and his wife
succeeded to the Pastorate of the Chuckery Road
Branch which is being re-united with the NTCG after

with the New Testament Church of God and would
meet two of his greatest ministerial influences,
namely: S U Thompson and J McIntyre. The zeal of
these young men captured and has never left him.

Harold met his wife Adela in 1963 and they married
in Brixton on the 25 April 1965. The union went on
to produce five children, namely Judith, Claudia,
Violet, Anne-Marie and Harold, Jnr. to whom he is
considered a strong and adoring Father. His love for
Adela is unstinting and her support for his ministry
and their family is epic.
After the decision to join NTCG, a short time would
mark Harold's first major position as Brixton's District
Youth Director.

He held this post until 1974 when he was asked to
Pastor the Church in New Addington. Harold, his Wife
Adela and children made the trip to the Surrey
countryside. Combining full time work with ministry
was extremely difficult, however it was through
these times of ultimate sacrifice that Bishop
Strachan and his family, learned the wonders of God's
unchanging hand. This ground-level ministry would
later serve as the firm anchor that would keep the
family securely grounded when Harold would later
scale the higher heights of his ministerial posts:




Bishop & Mrs. Strachan.
Despite the cold reception received from both the
natives and the weather, Harold was determined that
the Word must still be preached. He immediately
began to influence and impact lives through street
evangelism. It was on the streets of Peckham, that
he and his close friend "Scott” tirelessly ministered
the Word of God to Peckham's startled inhabitants.
Whilst some laughed and maybe mocked, there are
many, including some prominent ministers, who
testify to the impression that this fearless "tag team"
made on their lives at that time.
After seeking the Lord, a young Harold fellowshipped

Local Pastor, Charlton 1983 - 1986

Local Pastor, Deptford 1986 to 1991

District Pastor, Deptford 1991 to present

Under his leadership Deptford has flourished and now
comprises 4 churches and 2 Sunday schools on the
District.

Bishop Strachan believes in the extension of the
ministry and has used the opportunity to sow into the
lives of others. He has birthed many Exhorters,
Licensed Ministers and Ordained Bishops under his
leadership and achieved various academic honours,
including a number of ministerial qualifications, Dip.
Min, Dip. Theology and Master of Arts.
Mother Adela Strachan has been the President of the
Deptford District Women’s Ministries from 1991 –
2004. During her tenure, the role of women in the
District has been a significant contributory factor to
the success of the District.
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Mother Strachan is known for her caring, nurturing
nature – a blessed woman of God who is always
willing to give support to other women – financially,
spiritually and socially.

Bishop Strachan has distinguished himself throughout
his time in ministry and public service by his ability
to break through glass ceilings and operate at the
highest levels. He has led individual souls, groups of
men and women, churches, and now whole districts
towards the realisation of both their personal and
collective divine commissions. His genuine and
warming personality is inviting and appealing and has
gained him the reputation for being 100% trustworthy
and honest.
We salute this great man of God for his invaluable
contribution to the life and work of the New
Testament Church of God in England & Wales. We
wish you both a happy and blessed retirement in
Jamaica and ask that you go with our love and
continued prayers.

and to minister the Word of God. Deptford is blessed
with an able group of leaders/counsellors and
faithful members who have worked in harmony to
ensure the smooth running of the church in the light
of Rev. Strachan’s recent illness.

They are currently working on a £600,000 budget to
rebuild their present facilities. Well done and best
wishes.

Beeston

Beeston is one of our northernmost churches, a small
congregation pastored by Rev. W. Q. Browne. The
brethren are faithful and are seeking God’s face for
more workers to come to their aid. Please remember
them in your prayers.

Southampton

Southampton is our southernmost congregation
pastored by Revd. Ken Clarke. Ken is a man with a
heart for prayer and a rich anointing of the Holy
Spirit undergirded my day of preaching. There are
many challenges here, but I sense an imminent
breakthrough for this church.

Charlton

GLORY BOUND
We regret to announce the passing of Bro. Jackson,
the late husband of Rev. H. Jackson of the Muntz
Street Church. He was a faithful brother and ardent
supporter of his wife’s ministry. We continue to
support Sis. Jackson and her family in our prayers.

MY VISITS TO LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS
Deptford

I was greatly encouraged during my recent visit to
the Deptford Church both to discuss Pastoral changes

Charlton is a church on the move. It is blessed with
dedicated workers who are committed to the
ministry of prayer and evangelism – the lifeblood of
any congregation. Sharing the word in this kind of
environment is a distinct pleasure.

Mile End

The Mile End church is going through a period of
transition and in recent weeks the District Overseer,
Rev. Brian Robinson and myself have been working
with Pastor Davey Johnson and his leadership team to
chart the way forward.
The church has been engaged in a multi-million
pound project to develop the site and there are many
challenges. Fortunately the church is blessed with
very capable and dedicated people and by God’s
grace they will achieve this goal.

PREVIEW OF UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2004
Saturday, 3rd April

50th National Service of
Thanksgiving
London

30th April - 2nd May

National Youth & C.E.
Convention
Bethel Convention Centre, West
Bromwich

Saturday, 8th May

Big Move Regional Seminar
Highgate

Saturday, 22nd May

Local Women’s Ministries
Presidents Meeting
& Young (50 & under) Ministers
Forum
The Moat House Hotel,
Northampton

9th - 11th July

Saturday, 12th June

Saturday, 14th August
National Sports Day, Birmingham

Move Regional Seminar
Wolverhampton

Big

Friday - Sunday, 4 - 6 June
Marriage Enrichment Retreat

National Convention
Brighton Conference Centre

2nd - 7th August

General Assembly
San Antonio, Texas, USA

Saturday, 21st August

Concert in Overstone Park
Northampton
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She has been instrumental in implementing annual
seminars for single, married and young women –
which have greatly impacted the lives of many.

