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ISSUE 3

In Mark 1:16 Jesus saw Simon and Andrew casting their nets.
In Mark 1:19 Jesus saw James and John mending their nets.
In Mark 2:14 Jesus saw Levi collecting taxes.
In John 1:43 Jesus saw Phillip in Galilee.
In John 1:45 Jesus saw Nathaniel under a fig tree.

Some of the greatest discoveries in the world came about through
observation. Jesus observed them at work and determined that
they had something to offer the Kingdom. Then and only then,
did He select them. This tells me that he was not aloof, He got
close enough to watch them at work and then He called them.
Notice, He never called the lazy or the idle, nor did he call them
to a position, he called the active to a Cause, a Ministry. “Follow
me and I will Make thee fishers of men.”
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Bishop & Mrs E.A. Brown

“THE POWER OF LEADERSHIP”

he mark of a great leader is that he prepares others who
will follow in his footsteps. It is true that there is no success without a successor. In the scriptures, we notice that
Moses trained Joshua, Elijah prepared Elisha, David instructed
Solomon and Jesus ordained twelve Apostles.
Leaders are sometimes reluctant, hesitant in preparing the next
generation of leaders because they feel insecure about their own
position or they don’t think beyond themselves. One way of
ensuring a leader’s work collapses after his demise is to fail to
prepare others to lead.
The question arises: What qualities do I look for in potential
leaders? Is it spirituality? Gifts? Education? Maturity? Integrity?
Whilst all of these are important and necessary, Jesus seemed to
use none of them as criteria in his selection of the Twelve. One
thing is clear to me in Jesus’ approach is that he first
OBSERVED potential leaders at their own work before he called
them to the work of the Kingdom.

He observed them before He ordained them and He ordained 12,
that they should be:
 with Him and that He might send them forth to preach
 given power to heal sickness
 able to cast out devils (Mark 3:14,15)
An aloof leader might get things done by force of personality but
rarely have any lasting impact. To observe from a distance is tantamount to spying. It is only when we get close to people, will
we succeed in building the kind of relationship that will give
potential leaders the confidence not only to operate in their
strength but will also make them feel safe when they fall short of
our expectations.
Jesus focussed upon their strength, worked with them through
their weaknesses and succeeded in producing a group of people
who “turned the world upside down”. That’s the power of leadership: preparing others to do greater than you have done. Jesus
said “… and greater works than these shall ye do because I go
unto my Father” (John 14:12).
Let us start the process of Building Confident and Committed
Leaders like Jesus did – OBSERVE them CALL them ORDAIN
them RELEASE them!
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NATIONAL CONVENTION 2003

onvention 2003 will go down in history as one of our
greatest and most successful Conventions. What made it
so great? I put it down to our people. In every depart-

I was especially heartened by the tremendous mix of youth and
senior members and of course their full participation in the various aspects of the Convention. This Convention marks a genuine
re-connection with members across the age range and with our
brothers & sisters in the evangelical Pentecostal tradition.

Ordination

Congratulations to Rev. Desmond Williams on his Ordination to
the Bishopric of the Church of God. I was joined by the District
Pastor, Rev. H. R. Gayle, Rev. Dr. R. H. Parkinson, Rev. Levi
Bailey and Rev. John Daure in the Commissioning and the Laying
on of Hands.
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

Section of the Congregation

National Mass Choir

n October 3rd - 5th 2003 the Women’s Empowerment
Conference takes place at the Wolverhampton Civic
Halls, North Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1RQ. Under
the theme “God’s Exceptional Woman’ the Conference will host
the following seminars:





Revd. Dr. S.E. Arnold

ment our people delivered: Praise & Worship, Stewarding,
Protocol, Preaching, Pastors giving effective leadership to the
people, vision sharing, planning, organising, choral singing,

Section of the Congregation

The overwhelming support for Convention 2003 has created for
us a good problem which will spur us to look again at building our
own Conference Centre.
We thank those who have phoned, written or e.mailed their comments/suggestions. We would still like to hear from others with
suggestions re future Conventions. Please send them to the
National Office for the attention of my P.A., Leony Titus
(leony.titus@ntcg.org.uk).
In the meantime, please enjoy a small selection of photos from the
Convention.

Praise Dancers

music and the list goes on and on and on. Sadly for the first time
in our history, we had to refuse entry to some delegates into the

National Sports Day

Conference Centre due to overcrowding and health & safety
issues. We apologise to all who were affected.
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PASTORS ON THE MOVE

n Sunday, 3rd August we bade farewell to Rev. Leonard
McDonald, his wife Pauline and their children, who are
now moving on to pioneer a church in the West
Midlands. The Rev. Everton Harrison and his family are joining
the McDonalds in this venture. We wish them God’s guidance
and richest blessings as they work towards His Kingdom.
On the 12th October, the Rev. Samuel Thompson will be assuming the pastorate of the Coventry Church and the Overseight of
the Coventry District. During his five years at the Worksop
Church, he did much to ensure its growth and progress, and the
brethren their will certainly miss him, his wife Rose and their children. We wish them well on their promotion and pray God’s guidance on their endeavours for Him.

Exceptional in Service
Exceptional in Singleness
Exceptional in Business
Exceptional even in Distress

Special Guests include the Rev. Jacqueline McCullough (USA),
Raymond & Co, Shirley Grant and Sharmaine Perrin.
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SMWIM

upporting Ministers Wives in Ministry (SMWIM) is a support mechanism for the wives of serving Ministers. The
next retreat is scheduled for November 28 – 30, 2003 at the
Quality Hotel, Hanley, Trinity Street, Stoke-on-Trent at £120.00
per person for the weekend (all inclusive).
For further details and registration for both events, telephone the
Women’s Ministries Department on 01604 645 944 or visit
www.ntcg.org.uk/empowerment.
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NATIONAL MEN’S MINISTRIES

n Friday, 19th September I met with the Laymen
President Rev. David Stewart and his Board to discuss
the work of the Men’s Ministries Dept. This was very
informative for me and we agreed to discuss in greater detail the
administrative structure, programme and finance for the
Department at our next meeting.

“Men of Purpose Conference”

This year the Men’s Ministry will hold its first Conference exclusively for men at the Victoria Hall, Bagnall St, Stoke-on-Trent –
November 8 & 9, 2003. The programme will cover topics such as
“Acknowledging your Purpose” “Identifying your Purpose”
“Fulfilling your Purpose” and “Pursuing your Purpose”.

The main Guest Speaker will be Bishop Ulpian Simpson who pastors one of the largest churches in South East London and has
such a growing congregation that they recently had to rebuild to
accommodate the rapidly increasing membership.
Other speakers are Alex Gordon (Cathedral of Praise, Wood
Green), Rev Herman Allen (Asst Pastor, Mile End) and Rev
David Stewart (National Men’s Ministries Director).
All men are invited to share and hear what God has in store for
your life. Please contact the Men’s Ministries Department through
their website: www.ntcg-mmd.org.uk or the Secretary - Peter
Potter on 01702 340224.

MINISTERIAL EDUCATION

On Thursday the 18th September I was in conference with the
Education Director, Rev. Brian Robinson, Professor C.L. Ryan
and Dr. R.H. Parkinson on the development of our Education &
Training strategy which will hopefully be ready for launch in the
spring of 2004.
We will keep you up-to-date on our progress.
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YOUTH & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

met with the National Youth Board and District Youth
Directors on Saturday, 20th September to discuss the work of
the Department.

I was greatly encouraged by the wealth of experience and the
level of commitment I found among the leaders. While there are
serious challenges that some of the leaders face, others testify of
progress, of health and well being in their areas.
Among the key points of discussion was the current evaluation
being undertaken by Leriko & Well-Placed Associates, as well as
the National Youth Convention.
The Convention will be held in the first weekend of May – the
duration and content is yet to be decided. The Youth Work
Questionnaire will be sent to the District/Regions at the end of
September and the Evaluation process will hopefully be concluded by February 2004.
The Youth Department held their 3rd Annual Sports Day on the
10th August 2003 in Handsworth. This was hailed a tremendous
success with cash prizes donated by Jamaica National Building
Society.
On October 17th - 19th 2003, the Youth Retreat will be held at the
Cefn Lea Park in Wales for young persons aged 12 – 18 years old.
The cost is £60.00 and registration details may be obtained from
the Youth & C.E. Department on (01604) 492 671 or e.mail
marie.bryan@ntcg.org.uk.
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PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS

ongratulations to Rev. Esmie Hall and the brethren at
Elephant & Castle on the first Million- Pound purchase in
the New Testament Church of God. They are now the
proud owners of St. Judes, a former Church of England building
on the High Street in Kennington, within shouting distance of
Waterloo and the Houses of Parliament. They have a significant
amount of work to do to refurbish it and to bring it into use. They
will need our prayers and support.
Congratulations also to Rev. Dr. Claude Khan and the brethren at
East Dulwich on the purchase of their £480,000 site in the heart
of Peckham. The church has experienced tremendous growth
under Dr. Khan’s Leadership and the scene is now set for even
greater growth in the future.
Under the visionary leadership of Rev. Desmond Williams and the
devoted members, the Oxford Church purchased the Cowley Hall
they had been renting for over 15 years for £280,000. With ample
space for the administrative & ministry needs, and parking, the
church is set for growth in this prestigious University City.
“Rev. Joe Kurian has purchased a building in Southall for
£180,000 - congratulations.”
We congratulate Rev. Dr. I. Lewinson and Rev. Levi Bailey
(District Bishops for Willesden and Leeds respectively) for additional purchases they have made in anticipation of the future
growth and development in their areas.
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PRAYER REQUEST

e continue to pray for Bishop H. P. Strachan who is
recovering after his successful surgery. We commend
his leadership team for their excellent leadership during his absence.
We remember to pray also for Rev. Sis. Rita Stewart who is recovering in hospital after recent illness.

We pray also for the family of the late Exhorter Gladstone Morris
who went home to be with the Lord. Do continue to pray for his
dear wife Exhorter Elma Morris and family.

MEETING CELEBRATIONS

T

Wolverhampton

he District of Wolverhampton is the cradle of the New
Testament Church of God in England. On Sunday, 14th
September, Wolverhampton celebrated its Golden Jubilee.
In attendance were the pioneers, the Hon. Rev. Dr. O. A. Lyseight
and his dear wife Rose, the Hon. Bishop H. D. Brown and his

wife. Both men are now advanced in age and rely on wheelchairs
for their mobility. This did not deter them from speaking with
clarity and passion about those early years and encouraging us to
go forward with courage in the preaching of the Gospel.
Also in attendance were the Mayor and Mayoress of
Wolverhampton plus representatives from other church groups
from the area. Through Ministers, Choirs, poetry and testimonies,
the story was told. The Keynote Address was given by Bishop E.
A. Brown.

PROFILE OF A MINISTER

This month we profile one of our most successful Ministers,
Bishop Ulpian Simpson, District Bishop for the Lee
Congregation…

The week of the 14th to 21st September will register as yet another success for Bishop Simpson and his team at Lee. After a crusade with Rev. Arthur Grant from Jamaica, over 50 people gave
their hearts to the Lord, 20 of which were baptized on the 21st.

We salute Rev. & Sis. Willis and their Ministry Team for a wonderful evening.
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BAPTISM SERVICE AT WANDSWORTH
PRISON

n Thursday September 4, 2003 I was privileged to preach
at the Baptism Service of ten inmates at Wandsworth
Prison. The Rev. Russell Lewis, our Chaplain and Rev.
Dennis Hines, our Prison Ministry Co-ordinator conducted the
Baptism. I am full of admiration for the devotion of all those who
are involved in this ministry. The sheer hard work of transporting
and dismantling a cast iron Baptismal pool is enough to scare the
weak and the fearful. The service was very spiritual, full of
singing, clapping and dancing with shouts of Hallelujah and
Praise the Lord.
I was particularly blessed by all the pre-baptism testimonies. I
quote Paul, Malcolm & David.
1. “Today is my death row - the execution of all my issues”. Paul
who wanted to be baptised as “John USE ALL” meaning use all
of God’s blessings.

2. “Lord, before these people I am sorry for the sins I have committed and for turning away from you. Jesus is the only Son of
God. He went meekly to the cross and suffered for our sins. I
confess Jesus is my Lord and Saviour” Malcolm.
3. “The devil took me over but never showed his face, but Jesus
showed me His face – I apologise to God” David.
The Prison Ministry team are going a great work and I request that
you give them your full support.

Bishop Simpson believes that as a Pastor, he must also reproduce
himself. God has given him the gift to develop other Ministers
which is demonstrated in the recommendation of no less than 18
Ministers into the ministry, some of which are now Pastoring their
own churches. Some are overseas, one has become the National
Treasurer and others are still in training under Bishop Simpson’s
leadership.
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He sites the ingredients to his success in Ministry as prayer, commitment, adaptability, humility, leading by example and the ability to laugh when he feels like crying.
Bishop Ulpian & Mrs. Jean Simpson.

ishop Simpson joined the Ministry in 1969 under the
leadership of Rev. E. G. Kellywright. He had previously
worked as a Supervisor in Industry which he describes as
God’s training ground for himself.
Rev. Simpson moved to the Aldershot Church in 1968. As the
church grew under his leadership, they rented halls and prefab
buildings until they were able to purchase their own building,
where to this day the Aldershot Church still stands.
The Church saw spiritual and financial growth together with the
planning of the Farnborough and Basingstoke Churches.
Ultimately they became a District Church with membership growing to 95. After 20 years at the Aldershot Church, the presiding
Overseer,
Bishop S. E. Arnold offered Rev. Simpson the opportunity to
Pastor the Lee Church in London. There were many bills to pay
and the church could not afford to pay a salary, but after seeking
God’s face, Bishop Simpson decided to take up the challenge.
He started at Lee on the 1st February 1987 with approximately 90
members. By God’s grace, the membership grew to its present
number of 435 and rising! Earlier in 2003, the Lee Church completed its refurbishment which included the extension of its balcony and a complete change in the décor of the sanctuary, increasing the seating capacity and installing an air-conditioning system.
Bishop Simpson is a strong believer in the power of prayer. He
has the discipline to rise at 4:00 a.m. each morning to seek Him
and believes prayer to be the backbone of his ministry. Another
backbone has been the support of his wife, Jean. From the early
days in Aldershot to the present, she has stood by her husband’s
side. He says that without her support, encouragement, counsel,
love and care he would not have achieved half the success of his
Ministry.

We salute this great man of God for his invaluable contribution to
the life and work of the New Testament Church of God.

And finally…

Pastors and Leaders Conference - January 9 - 11, 2004 at the De
Montford Hall in Leicester. This is a Training Conference for
Pastors, Church & Pastor’s Council, Auxiliary Heads & their
Boards and Sunday School Leaders/Teachers.
Pastors, it is important that you bring to the Conference the people who help you deliver ministry in your church. The Rev. Dr.
Larry Hess, Dr. Jessie Abbott and Dr. Grant McClung are among
the facilitators/speakers. Registration forms and details re hotel
accommodation will be mailed to you in October.
Audit
The National Audit is in progress. Final Accounts should be ready
for mid-October.
Ministers’ Conference
National Ministers Conference on the 27th September will also be
election time for the New National Executive Council. Do pray
that we have the mind of God in this process.
On a personal note…
On Saturday, 13 September Mrs. Brown and I celebrated the marriage of our third son, Julien to Rachael Muir, the first daughter of
David & Adeola. This was a most joyful occasion and the officiating Ministers, Rev. Davey Johnson and Rev. Joel Edwards,
along with a fantastic orchestra and music programme, made the
day very special. Our joy is even greater as we celebrate our 32nd
wedding anniversary on the 25th September.

Photos from National Convention 2003

The BIG MOVE

The Big Move is the strategy we are working with to position NTCG for relevance and impact in the years ahead.

Young people must know that they are a part of the church
today and that they have a vital role to play in its future
work and progress.

Leaders, as you plan next year’s activities, be sure not to
do the usual. Expand on your programmes, question their
effectiveness, make sure that they are contributing to the
vision you have for the church. Are they Word centered?
Do they equip and nurture believers in Christ? Do they
strengthen the fellowship between brethren – which is the
prayer, mission and evangelism content? You must ask
these and other questions and answer them before you
attempt to set next year’s programme. Embrace the Big
Move in your programme planning for 2004.
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Building Committed, Confident Leaders
Informing and Impacting our Youth
Growing Healthy Churches
Mobilising the Church for Ministry & Missions
Offering Hope to our Communities
Valuing our Women and our Men
Evangelising our Community and our World

Remember, we are Moving Forward Together

Gospel Artist Stitchie
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Bishop Noel Jones

It calls upon Pastors, Auxiliary Heads and Leaders in our
Church to prioritise these seven points in fulfilling the
functions of the church. We must actively train/equip the
people we are asking to lead, of the different levels of our
church.

