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Autumn Years
Still Going Strong
The treasures of the church are the
men and women who have
dedicated their lives in ministry and
who having finished their course
remain faithful and productive in
retirement. Knowing what I do about
ministry, however, I recognize that
the Enemy never ceases to attempt
his discouraging tactics against God’s people.

Greeting To The Retired Ministers

Here are some things to remember that will keep you
going on for the Lord.

It is because of your work that we
now have over 120 congregations
being served by anointed men
and women of God, bringing the message of God’s love
to a diverse group of people who constitute the
population of this country.

1.
Don't Lose Your Head
The Bible declares in Isaiah 26:3, "Thou will keep him
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee." A
confused and fatigued mind makes bad decisions. Rest
in His provision; renew yourself in His peace; and
rejoice in His presence.
2.
Don't Lose Your Heart
Jesus said in John 14:1, "Let not your heart be
troubled." David sang, "When my heart is overwhelmed
in me, lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Stay
your heart on Him.
3.
Don't Lose Your Hope
David wrote in Psalm 146:5, "Happy is he whose hope
is in the Lord his God."
The Acts 27 story of Paul on a sinking ship includes
this phrase: "All hope was lost that we could be saved."
Hope is the last thing to die in a man, but it can die. On
the doomed ship, Paul’s hope was contagious, and it
brought victory to the others. You can do the same.
Often you must encourage yourself in the Lord; daily
you should anticipate His favor; always you must trust
His promises.

I am delighted to send greetings
to our veterans of the faith who
have laboured
tirelessly and
sacrificially over the years to
make the New Testament Church
of God in the United Kingdom
what it is today.

The book of Hebrews commands to “remember those
who led you, who spoke the Word of God to you and
considering the result of their conduct, imitate their
faith.” (Hebrews 13:7).
Through our leadership training programmes and the
programmes and activities of the various departments of
the Church, our commitment to fulfil the great
commission and indeed through our annual Retired
Pastors’ Retreat, we are endeavouring to heed the
command of Hebrews. You have:





Led us
Spoke the Word of God to us
Set high standards for us to follow
Led holy and upright lives…

And today we remember you and are committed to
“imitate ‘your’ faith”.
We love you and are praying for you.

Continue on, fight the good fight of faith, because soon
you will know it is worth it all.

Dr Tim Hill
GENERAL DIRECTOR OF WORLD MISSIONS

Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP
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church in Redditch which is now the
Redditch NTCG. The first member that
Bishop Johns is the got saved at Redditch was Sister
Wright.
first son of Harold
and Marian Johns.
He was born in the Rev Johns’ ministry in England started
in 1972 when he served as District
district of Old
Youth Director on the Stoke on Trent
Pasture, St
Elizabeth, Jamaica District. He says, ‘The youth work was
one of the highlights of my ministry, I
in January 1938.
enjoyed working with the young
His formal
people, and I was able to take them to
education started
places, such as Birmingham Skating
at Burnt Savannah Government
Ring. The Lake District, York, France,
School and from there he went on to
Holland, and Belgium.’ He
the Cannock Union of Education
commenced credential ministry in
College.
1973. In 1985 he was appointed as
the Pastor for the Stoke-on-Trent
At the age of fourteen, Bishop Johns
accepted Jesus Christ as his lord and Church. In this capacity, he led tent
meetings, shared services with other
saviour and was affiliated to a
Christian Groups, trained young police
Pentecostal Church known as the
Cadets, held out-reach meetings,
Missionary Church Association. Not
street meetings in the market squares
long after he was converted he was
appointed as Sunday School Teacher to mention a few in addition to the
usual ministry of a pastor.
and leader of the Young People’s
Endeavour and at the age of
In 1992 he was appointed as the
seventeen he was elected deacon of
District Pastor for Stoke-on-Trent
the local Church.
where he served for twenty seven
years. In reflecting on what might be
In response to what was one of the
best things that ever happened to him, his greatest achievement, he refers to
the time when he was the pastor of
Bishop Johns says when he married
two churches, Stafford and Stoke-onhis beautiful bride, Pearl Watson.
Trent from 2000 to 2009. During this
They have been married for fifty two
years and have been blessed with six time the two buildings that Stafford
had were in a bad state of repair. He
children, twelve grand children and
and the brethren had to decide
two great grand children.
whether to travel to Wolverhampton or
Stoke-on-Trent to worship. He made
Rev Johns came to England in
the decision to have a general
September 1961 and lived with his
brother Osbourne in Wolverhampton. refurbishment of one hall and pull
During this time he met Joe and Claris down the other. The work cost nearly
£30,000,00. Another one of his major
Bennett who attended the Dudley
achievements was the installation of
NTCG. They invited Rev and Sis
the Baptismal pool in the building in
Johns to the Church to which they
Stoke-on-Trent. For further information
later took up their membership and
brought the number of members up to visit: http://www.doxeyca.org.uk/
dm_ntcog.shtml
twelve. In 1961-62, the late Pastor
G.S. Peddy supported by the late Rev
Bishop Johns cites that in the early
George Mason, teamed up with Rev
days things were quite different from
Johns and Rev Williams to provide a
now. Pastors were told about new
brand new Ford Consul to pioneer a
appointments and transfers and the

B

2

ISHOP

I

RVINE

J

OHNS

date when they were to take up the
position and simply left to try out what
was best for them. Training,
supervision and teaching was not so
available as it is today. Ebenezer
Saturday school program was going
on in Birmingham but presented
challenges for us in terms of the
distance. I was privileged to open an
account with the Church of God
Pathway Press and get some
materials from there.
He reminisces further, ‘In the early
days of my Christian experience, I
knew that God had a plan for my life,
but without the advice,
encouragement, and other people who
were more experienced and who
would call me and sit me down and
explain what I could become and
speak into my life I wouldn’t be who I
am today.’ To list a few of these
leaders who were instrumental in his
life he identifies Rev Wilfred Bennet,
Rev G S Peddy, Rev George Mason,
Rev A Pinnock, Rev Mitchell, Rev K
Channer, Rev S E Arnold and Rev E A
Brown.
Bishop Johns takes delight in the
memory that in the 70s and 80s he
made history in the NTCG. He was the
first to openly use super eight camera
during conventions and other national
meetings at venues such as George
Street, Bingley Hall (Birmingham),
Granby Hall, De Monfort Hall
(Leicester) and Bingley Hall (Stafford).
He still has many feet of films taken
during those early years. He also
states that he was the first to start
setting up stalls at convention and
importing oral and written materials,
including study books, song books,
records and other materials from
Pathway Bookstores.
A concern he has about the future is
‘The way ministers are being placed.’
He says. ‘I know we have a lot of
small churches and cannot support all
of our pastors with full time wages.

However, I think we should put the
strategies in place to ensure that all of
our churches have full-time pastors.
Furthermore, we have surplus
ministers – more ministers than
churches in our denomination who
should be prepared to help out in
struggling churches.
In response to the question what
advice he would give to young
ministers, Bishop Johns says, ‘Make
every effort to show respect to
everyone in your congregation but at
the same time don't get sucked in by
any family or individual. Let them know
that you are a minister called by God
to serve the whole community of
believers and the wider community
and all must have access to you and
your ministry.’

and the brethren of the Sheffield
NTCG to pray for him daily. Coming
from a conservative Church of
England background Revd Brooks had
difficulty accepting the Pentecostal
idiosyncrasies such as speaking in
tongues, but found himself being
inexplicably drawn to the NTCG and
eventually under the pastoral influence
of Revd Poyser, and the power of a
praying wife he yielded his life to the
Lord.

He progressed from Sunday school
teacher to District Youth Director.
Concurrently an English Baptist
minister encouraged him to continue
his journalism studies and use his
skills to inform the indigenous
population about the “coloured”
community. Revd Brooks wrote
several articles which were published
We salute Bishop and Sis Johns for
by the Sheffield Council of Churches.
their tenacity, faithfulness and
After requesting a picture of the author
integrity. It is because of their ministry for publication and the discovery that
that the NTCG can celebrate 60 years he was black there was unexplained
of mission and ministry in Britain.
withdrawal of an article previously
approved for a Christmas edition.
Sponsorship through the Sheffield
R EVD I RA
education department led to achieving
B ROOKS
a Diploma in Advanced Youth Work,
Revd Brooks was and work within the Crookesmoor
born in 1925 in
Youth Club. At this point Overseer Dr
Wire Fence
Lyseight appointed him as full time
Jamaica. He
National Youth and Christian
attended an
Education Director, at the National
elementary
Office, then based at the Handsworth
Church of England church at Lozells Road. On the
school where he became a choir boy. Handsworth District Revd Brooks was
He met and married his late wife Pearl influenced and mentored by one of
in Albert Town.
God’s Champions, Rev S U
Thompson. He eventually moved his
In 1951, Leaving his young family he family to Birmingham where they
travelled to Southampton England in
worshipped at the Ladywood church.
the troopship SS Cuba. His uncle
who received him also got him a job at Following his first trip to Israel with
the Gloucester gasworks. Shortly
Revd T E Caine under the leadership
after being joined by his wife, a friend of Church Historian Charles Conn,
invited Rev Brooks to seek work with
Revd Brooks went on to lead a further
Sheffield Transport. The couple
11 educational expeditions to Israel.
moved to Sheffield, where whilst
working on the buses he also studied He served in the EBI along with other
noted individuals such as Lloyd Ellis
Youth Work and Journalism. Sis
among many others, and when
Brooks was a Pentecostal from
transferred to the Clapton church
Jamaica and enlisted Revd Poyser

where he became District Overseer he
continued bible studies with the help of
others such as Joel Edwards, Revd Dr
Eric Brown and Ben Cunningham. On
being transferred to Willesden church
he started the BIME for Ministerial
training. From Willesden, Revd & Sis
Brooks returned to Jamaica in 1985,
leaving their 5 children, all now adults,
in England. Sadly Sis Pearl went
home to be with the Lord in 1987.
Whilst pastoring in the Alps District
Revd Brooks met and married Viola
who shared his passion for youth
work. They were transferred to Lucea
District where they founded the Bethel
extension Bible School which was
named in honour of him on its
completion.
In Jamaica Revd Brooks served on the
Executive Council, and started a
Sunday morning radio broadcast he
named Channel of Blessing on Hot
102. He has written numerous articles
and 3 books and although retired from
active ministry and challenged by ill
health he retains his passion and zeal
to see healthy growth and
development of the NTCG.
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After 51 years in credentialed ministry,
Bishop Bailey at the age of 75 years
decided to retire from pastoral duties.
He came to England in November
1961 and lived in Rugby with his
brother and sister-in-law. He got
married in August 1965 to beautiful
young Carmen Scott at the Leicester
Church. The ceremony was led by the
late Rev Enos Gordon. Bishop and Sis
Bailey are blessed with four children
and 7 grandchildren.
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He sensed the call to ministry as a
young man but did not want to
assume the role of a Pastor and
consequently left Jamaica for England
to resist the call. Unknowing to him the
Lord was ahead of him. Information
about his ministerial potential got to
England before him to Rev Walder
who became quite instrumental in his
formative years as a minister. Not long
after his arrival in England, he became
involved in evangelism in which he felt
comfortable and worked with Rev K.
G. Walder in the mission and ministry
of the Leicester Church. Bishop Bailey
has fond memories of this time of his
ministry with Rev Walder and others
such as his brother and sister-in-law
Rev Eric and Sis Riddell Bailey, Bro
Laws, Rev Florence Green and
others. The Church in Northampton
grew out of their evangelistic
endeavours.

well loved and respected by many,
She laid a proper foundation for the
church in terms of its organisational
structure and the development of the
people of God. Evangelist Mckenzie
saw the potential of the young Levi
Bailey as a preacher and gave him
many opportunities to preach at the
church.
At the age of18 Bishop Bailey became
a church officer – the youngest church
officer in his time. He was also
appointed as the leader for the young
people and assumed the role of
‘Youth Pastor’. He remembers this as
a formative time in his ministry in
terms of the value of building good
relationships with those whom you
have been called to lead and the great
times of fellowship that can be shared.

Rev K.G. Walder and Rev Oliver
Lyseight played significant roles in the
early years of his ministry in England.
After Northampton, the evangelistic
He remembers hearing a great deal
team focused on Wellingborough and
about Rev Oliver Lyseight and his
successfully planted a church there
powerful preaching abilities. One day,
where he was appointed as the Pastor
and began his pastoral ministry. From on hearing that Rev Lyseight was
there he was transferred to Burton-on- going to be preaching at a meeting led
by Rev Walder, Bishop Bailey made
Trent, then to Newport in Wales. In
every effort to get to the church to
1986 he was appointed as Pastor to
the Bilston Church and District Pastor meet and hear this renowned man of
God. When he got there Rev Walder
for the region. He was transferred
shocked him by telling him that he
from Bilston to Leeds in 1988 as
was to be the preacher. He preached
District Pastor where he served for
from 1 Peter 5:8 and Rev Lyseight
15½ years until his retirement in 2013.
gave the altar call and closed the
service. Not long after Rev Lyseight
Looking back on his ministerial
journey, Bishop Bailey cites Rev G. O called and told him that he wanted to
Hayzel as a key person in his life. He appoint him to be the Pastor for the
was an experienced District Pastor in Wellingborough Church. In those
days, Bishop Bailey says, you could
Westmoreland, Jamaica who
not say no!
demonstrated practical holiness,
humility with all the hallmarks of a
The Wellingborough Church comes to
good teacher. Elder Frazer is another
mind when Bishop Bailey is asked to
memorable and very much
appreciated person. He was a young highlight one of his achievements in
minister but a ‘hard’ preacher. He was the ministry. Paradoxically, he was the
youngest member at the
gifted in the delivery of the Word.
Wellingborough Church when he was
Evangelist McKenzie stands out as a
appointed to be their Pastor. Dignity
woman of integrity. She was a
and mutual respect as he remembers
wonderful role model Bishop Bailey
would be the way in which his tenure
recalls. She was a strong woman of
at the Church for the five and half
God and a good preacher who was
4

years would have been described. He
built a spiritual as well as financial
foundation - young people joined the
Church and they purchased a church
van that served the Sunday School as
well as the members of the Church
and they were able to purchase a
parsonage before he left.
When asked to reflect on the positive
aspect of retirement, Bishop Bailey
says, ‘After 51 years in Pastoral
ministry this is the first time I can get
up without the demands of day to day
work of a minister. It is what I call a
new season of my ministry. I now
have the time to write amongst other
things.’ Bishop Bailey has almost
completed his autobiography and he
has written 12 tracts which will soon
be available to the general church for
use in evangelism.
He celebrates the 60 year history of
the New Testament Church of God in
England. It is a history to
commemorate and he hopes the
young leaders and members can
appreciate the contribution and legacy
that the older ministers have left but to
improve on these and not spoil them.
He prays that they will seek to make it
better, to improve the standards and
not bring it down.
In response to the question of what
advice he would give to young
ministers, he states four challenges to
overcome: money, women, strong
drink, pornography
He believes women in ministry poses
another challenge for the body and
makes a plea for the male dominated
leadership to see women ministers as
valuable assets to the church and
extensions of the kingdom of God and
not threats or liabilities. Men and
women should seek not to lead with
reproach but to be the people that
God wants them to become within the
body of Christ.
‘The pain and the glory of ministry,’ he
muses, ‘ministry includes suffering

Retired Pastors Retreat
2012
PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF CARL SHIRLEY
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We celebrate the work of our pioneers and recognise the on-going contribution that are still being made
today. A big thank you to:
Rev & Mrs B Allen
Rev H Allen
Mrs N Atkinson
Mrs R Bailey
Rev and Mrs L Bailey
Rev & Mrs N Bailey
Rev & Mrs W Bailey
Mrs P Bartley
Rev & Mrs W Brown
Rev J Bryan
Rev & Mrs W Bucknor
Rev & Mrs S Campbell
Mrs E Carter
Rev & Mrs K Channer
Rev B Foster

Rev & Mrs T Grant
Rev F Green
Mrs D Hastings
Rev & Mrs J Henry
Mrs F Hosang
Rev S A Holder
Rev H Jackson
Rev L Jackson
Rev and Mrs I Johns
Rev & Mrs E Johnson
Rev & Mrs M Johnson
Mrs V Johnson
Rev & Mrs G Latty
Rev & Mrs A Lawrence
Rev & Mrs I Lewinson

and we should not run away from it.
Pain, if taken with this mindset can
make us better rather than bitter. The
pain can actually lead to the
manifestation of God’s glory. So we
can celebrate the glory while we
endure the pain.’ Living this sermon is
not easy but it is possible and a reality
for many aged Christians, ministers
and laity.
When taking the long view, Bishop
Bailey acknowledges his contribution
to the financial stability of the Church
in England. For instance he initiated
the purchase of the church in Burton-

Rev & Mrs F Lewis
Rev H Lynch
Mrs R Lyseight
Mrs Mason
Rev & Mrs W Morgan
Rev Z McCrae
Mrs E Mitchell
Rev & Mrs M Parke
Rev & Mrs L Reid
Rev I Reid
Rev & Mrs L Rhule
Rev & Mrs G Ricketts
Rev & Mrs W Rozetta
Mrs M Simpson
Rev & Mrs R Scott

on-Trent, repaired and paid-off the
church in Wales, the purchase of the
parsonage in Leeds, a building in
Bilston now used by the Church for
senior citizens and was instrumental
in the decision to purchase two
Church houses in Leeds and have left
the Church debt free. He has invested
in others through encouragement,
mentoring, modelling and setting
people forth into credentialed ministry.
He is proud of the growth of the
denomination and recognises its
potential to do great things for God.
He is more than thankful for where

Rev & Mrs C Scott
Rev & Mrs G Stephenson
Rev & Mrs L Stewart
Rev R Stewart
Mrs Stapleton
Rev W Strachan
Revd & Mrs HP Strachan
Rev & Mrs R Thomas
Revd & Mrs SU Thompson
Mrs J Wilson
Mrs L Wisdom
Rev & Mrs P Williams

God has brought the Leeds Church.
He and Sis Bailey have relinquished
the position but they will not be
leaving the church. They are delighted
that Bishop and Sis Parry have
stepped into their position and they
are looking forward to further church
growth under the new leadership.
They consider it a joy to remain in the
local church and be part of God’s
agenda for this season. They also
have strong roots in the community
which adds further reason to stay
local. Bishop Bailey says’ My soul is
contented’.

The book is available from the LTC
£8.99 till 4th August and £9.99 in the
book shops after August for £10.99

A gray head is a crown of glory;
It is found in the way of righteousness
Proverbs 16:31
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60+ L IVE BETTER & L IVE LONGER
1 0 FOODS TO L ONGEVITY
Do you want a healthy heart? Well
what you eat determines how healthy
your eating lifestyle is. Most of us
know to go easy on saturated fat, the
kind found in meat and high-fat dairy
products. Saturated fats have been
shown to raise blood cholesterol levels
into the danger zone. Just as
important is what you should be
eating. For heart health and longevity,
you should eat:
Plenty of fruits and
vegetables: Packed with fibre and
nutrients, fruits and vegetables are
also relatively low in calories. Studies
consistently show that diets plentiful in
fruits and vegetables help people
maintain a healthy weight and protect
against cardiovascular disease.
Whole grains: Like fruits and
vegetables, whole grains pack a lot of
nutrition into a low-calorie package.
Grains like oats and barley are also
rich in a long list of disease-fighting
compounds.
Nuts: For too long, nuts were
banished from the list of healthy
foods because they’re high in fat.
They are. But the fat they contain is
mostly unsaturated, which protects
against heart disease.
Dark chocolate: Researchers now
think that high blood pressure and
heart disease are exceedingly rare
among people who eat chocolate,
and lots of it. Components in dark
chocolate called polyphenols are
believed to lower blood pressure and
improve the flexibility of blood
vessels.
Blueberries and other antioxidantrich fruits: On-going research
suggests that foods especially high in
antioxidants, including blueberries,
grape juice, and walnuts, protect
against age-related changes in the
brain that lead to memory loss and

even dementia.
Fish: High in omega-3 fats, fish and
shellfish have been shown to protect
against irregular heart rhythms than
can lead to heart failure. New
evidence suggests that in addition to
heart protection, the fatty acids, such
as DHA and EPA, found in fish oil
(and ALA found in flaxseed) may
offer a defence against depression
and age-related memory loss.
Low-salt foods: Researchers have
known for years that less salt in the
diet means lower blood pressure.
Now new evidence suggests that
keeping blood pressure down may
also protect brain cells and decrease
the risk of age-related memory loss
and even dementia.
Coffee: A growing number of studies
suggest that coffee has several
surprising health benefits. In addition
to potentially lowering the risk of type
2 diabetes, drinking coffee may
reduce the risk of age-related mental
decline.
Low-fat dairy products: The body
needs vitamin D in order to absorb
calcium, but adequate levels of

protein are also necessary to keep
bones strong. For that reason,
research argues, dairy products like
milk and yogurt are the best sources
of calcium because they contain the
full array of nutrients needed for
healthy bones.
Dark green leafy
vegetables: Collard greens, spinach,
and broccoli are good sources of
calcium.
“The Joy of Eating”
A diet abundant in nutrients is
obviously important to longevity. So
is enjoying what you eat-- and
especially finding joy in sitting down
to meals with family and friends.
Studies of centenarians the world
over suggest that social connections
and finding meaning in life are both
crucial to longevity. The long-lived
people of Okinawa, Japan say one
reason they enjoy long and healthy
lives is something they call ikigai, or
“finding your reason to live.”
COMPILED BY: DAVID M LAIRD CMGR
(Lee Church)
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Dementia is a medical term used to
describe symptoms of memory loss,
confusion and forgetfulness. As it
progresses it can affect the normal
functioning of daily activities.
There are many types of dementias,
but the two most common ones are
Alzheimer’s dementia and Vascular
dementia.

areas of the brain which then become
damaged.
The vascular risks factors which may
lead to dementia are hypertension or
raised blood pressure, high
cholesterol and diabetes. These
medical conditions can increase the
risk of strokes. However, there are
several drugs that are now available to
help slow down the progression of
memory loss. These drugs are not a
cure and are mostly used to help in
the Alzheimer’s type of dementia.

Alzheimer’s disease is a condition
where there is a deterioration and loss
If you are worried about your memory
of brain cells. The condition is
progressive over time and there is no it is important that you contact your
doctor to discuss your concerns.
known cure.
There could be other reasons for
Vascular dementia is a condition
memory loss and the cause maybe
where the small blood vessels in the
something that can be treated. Your
brain are affected. These blood
doctor can refer you to a specialist for
vessels become narrowed or blocked further investigations if needed.
therefore reducing the blood flow to
If you suffer with diabetes,

hypertension or raised cholesterol, it is
important to have regular checks, eat
a balance diet and take regular
exercise. Prescribed medication for
these medical conditions can minimise
the risk of TIA’s or strokes.
It is important to know that there is
help available. You can obtain further
information from you doctor or your
local hospital.
Helpful information:http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
National Dementia Helpline 0300 222
1122 can provide information, support,
guidance and signposting to other
appropriate organisations.
YVONNE WILLIAMSON
OLDER PEOPLE SERVICES MEDWAY

(Rochester Church)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION:CHURCHES/ORGANISATIONS

PLANNING TEAM

Bilston

Rev Millicent Brown
Bishop Irvine Johns
Rev Jancie Johnson
David Laird
Rev Sharon Smith
Rev Phyllis Thompson
Administration: Ernie Barrett

Coventry
Crewe
Deptford
Derby
Gateway Ministries
Herne Hill
Leeds
Long Eaton
Nuneaton

WELCOME

Rochester
Rugby
UCB
Willesden
West Croydon
West Ealing
Women’s Ministries

Ernie Barrett

David Laird

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD . LEADERSHIP TRAINING CENTRE . 1-3 HORSESHOE STREET . NORTHAMPTON . NN1 1TB
TEL: 01604 824233/8
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