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Autumn Years
ANOTHER PART OF THE JOURNEY
Life is a journey and consists of
different phases. It begins at birth.
We are introduced to a new way of
living outside of our mother's womb.
At first it is scary, but we soon learn
to talk, eat, crawl, walk, and
interact.
Our teen years offer new
challenges - moving from dependence to
independence, changing from childhood to adulthood.
We find a job; some marry, some have families, some
go for further education. It is a time filled with new
opportunities and challenges.
In late adulthood the children leave home. We now
have grandchildren and we prepare our self for a new
future without a family in the home. Then comes
retirement. What a change it offers - new schedule,
little finance, friends dying and health issues. Our life
and ministry faces a new horizon.
Retirement should not be spent in reliving the past.
Wishing I had done this or that. Thinking how things
would have been different if this had happened. It
should not be invested in concentration on
disappointments or failures. It should not be a time of
what if.
Retirement is a new beginning. It provides an
opportunity to do new things, see places you always
wanted to visit, reap the benefits of raising children and
grandchildren who love you, God and the church, and
sharing special moments of family history with your
offspring.
Some of you might wish to write or record your history
for the sake of those family members who follow you. It
will be a treasure that they will never forget.
Retirement offers an opportunity to spend time reading
the Word and praying. Study those passages of
Scripture that you never had the chance to dig into.
You will find new truths and your experiences will give
clearer meaning to them. Prayer is the life blood of

everyone. Cover your family and church in prayer. God still
responds to visionary, burdensome praying. Your prayers
will produce vital results.
Bless and encourage your pastor. You have been there.
You know the character of a good member. Now you have
an opportunity to demonstrate it. Let your last years be
your best and most influential years. Finish what you
started: "Be thou an example of the believers in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1
Timothy 4:12).
Your brother.
Douglas Le Roy, D. Min.
General Director
Church of God World Missions

GREETING FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP
To be an „aged‟ person has more to
do with maturity than it has to do with
years lived. It speaks of experience
gained through the various scenes of
life which can now be gainfully used
to better the human condition. The
aged person is not easily “… tossed
here and there by waves and carried
about by every word of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Ephesians 4:14).
They are more reflective in life, more apt to tell it as it is.
For the believing person it should be a wonderful time
when they are at peace with themselves and with their
God.
It is my prayer that you the Veterans of the Faith and of
our Church will continue to prosper in health of body,
soul and spirit; and that you will never quit the race, but
that you will continue to press toward the mark of the
higher calling of God, that you will qualify to receive His
“well done thou good and faithful servant”.

Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop
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UNDERSTANDING OURSELVES

AND OTHERS

The theory of Erik Erikson (15 June 1902 – 12 May 1994), a German-born American developmental
psychologist and psychoanalyst has greatly impacted the way we understand ourselves and others. He
claimed that we develop through our social interaction with other people. In other words, the people with
whom we interact help to define who we are as individuals. He argued that we may think we are witty, funny,
intelligent, inferior, mature, and spiritual even, but much of this is due to other people‟s perception and
affirmation of us. Therefore, our perception of ourselves is greatly influenced by the message we receive from
the people with whom we interact and the communities in which we live and worship.
Erikson identified 8 stages of development or 8 stages of life through which each one of us pass through if we
are privileged to live to old age:

as:

1. Infancy: Birth to 18 Months
Ego Development Outcome: Trust vs. Mistrust
Basic strength: Drive and Hope

Did I do things the best way?
Did I live my life to the fullest?

2. Early Childhood: 18 Months to 3 Years
Ego Development Outcome: Autonomy vs.
Shame
Basic Strengths: Self-control, Courage, and Will

vs.

5. Adolescence: 12 to 18 Years
Ego Development Outcome: Identity vs. Role
Confusion
Basic Strengths: Devotion and Fidelity
6. Young Adulthood: 18 to 35
Ego Development Outcome: Intimacy
Solidarity vs. Isolation
Basic Strengths: Affiliation and Love

Did I invest my time wisely?
What contribution did I make to my generation?
Do I feel a sense of integrity?

3. Play Age: 3 to 5 Years
Ego Development Outcome: Initiative vs. Guilt
Basic Strength: Purpose
4. School Age: 6 to 12 Years
Ego Development Outcome: Industry
Inferiority
Basic Strengths: Method and Competence

Did I do what I thought was right?

Erikson observed that many people suffer
depression at this stage if when they look back at
their life they see a range of missed opportunities.
He also noted that men are more inclined than
women to have a difficult time at this stage because
unlike the women who would have invested their
lives in relationships such as with their children, they
tend to invest their lives more in things such as
securing a home for the family and progressing in
the world of work and business. In Jerome
Hammond‟s words:

7. Middle Adulthood: 35 to 55 or 65
Ego Development Outcome: Generativity vs. Self
absorption or Stagnation
Basic Strengths: Production and Care

It gives one a sense of integrity when he or she can
look back over the years and think: I made
mistakes, but I’m pleased with my life. I loved God.
I expressed love to my family. I worked hard. I kept
faith with my values. There it is. With what I was
given, I did my best. I could, and I would enjoy
living the same life again. With this sense of
integrity, there comes a peace with one’s life in the
final years.

8. Late Adulthood: 55 or 65 to Death
Ego Development Outcome: Integrity vs. Despair
Basic Strengths: Wisdom

Reference:
http://www.support4change.com/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=47&Itemid=108
3/4/12

During this stage, according to Erikson‟s theory,
people look back over their life and ask themselves
questions about the way they lived their lives such

Understanding Yourself and Others Edited by Donald S.
Aultman (Copies available from the Leadership Training
Centre)
Phyllis Thompson
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and

Ministerial Profiles
Rev George & Loleta Latty

Rev George was
born in Jamaica
in 1932. On the
12th December
1954
wh i l s t
attending
a
service at NTCG
James
Hill
(Bethel View), Clarendon, he heard
a sermon by Bro Simmonds. Sis
Deane gave the altar call ‘this may
be your last chance.’ Bro George
didn’t need to hear anything more;
he gave his heart to Christ there and
then. He did not delay in taking his
right hand of fellowship and on the
4th December 1995 he was both
water baptised and Holy Ghost filled.
Rev George served his local church
in the capacity of a Sunday School
Teacher; Young People’s Endeavour
President (YPE) and was heavily
involved in evangelism from the
onset of his conversion. In
November 1956 Bro George left
Jamaica and moved to Kilburn. He
attended Quakers Road (Kilburn)
where a group of West Indians had
formed a congregation. In 1957 Rev
O.A.Lyseight visited the
congregation and invited them to join
Elder Swaby who was also in
Kilburn. Bro George took up the
invitation and attended the morning
services and in the evening attended
the Scout Hall, Greyhound Road,
Willesden.
In 1957 Bro George started working
on the railways in Crewe and joined
a group called the ‘Railway Mission’.
He was invited to attend a
convention in George Street,
Birmingham and whilst there he met
Rev J McIntyre and Rev S
Lewinson. They informed him that
they were looking to evangelise the
areas of Crewe and Stoke –on-

Trent. It was also at the National
Convention that Bro George first
saw the beautiful Loleta Evadne
Johnson, however they did not
communicate. Bro George went his
own way and after a few
disappointments he heard a voice
say ‘you have gone your way for a
while, how about my way for a
change.’ Suddenly Sis Loleta’s
features came to his mind and he
contacted his minister (Rev Walder)
who contacted her minister and
father (Rev G A Johnson). These
ministers were present at their first
meeting and they did not meet again
till they purchased the rings. They
were married on 19th May 1962 they
then moved to Crewe. They later
had 6 children.
Bro George’s home was used for
morning service following the
evangelism drive. After awhile they
moved to rented accommodation.
T h e C r e we f e l l o ws h i p wa s
formalised in 1962 and Bro George
was appointed as church secretary
under the pastorate of Rev G
Hutchinson.
Bro George served
faithfully in the church at Crewe from
1962 – 1975 in the roles of Sunday
School Superintendant, Deacon and
various other positions. In 1975 Bro
George started to attend the
Methodist Church in the Crewe
Circuit. It was during this time he
received the call to ministry and
became a local Methodist preacher.
In 1993 Rev I Johns spoke about
returning to NTCG. Bro George
agreed to return to NTCG after
seeking God. He was inducted as
the Pastor for the church in Crewe in
August 1993 where they served for
17 years. The church was regularly
vandalised which took a financial toll
on the church. They agreed as a
fellowship to make the church more
secure which was a worthwhile
project. The church saw steady
growth throughout the time.

Sis Loleta was born in Jamaica West
Indies to Christian parents (Rev G A
Johnson). She came to England in
1957 where she attended the
Handsworth fellowship under her
father’s pastorate until she married
Bro George. Like Rev George, Sis
Loleta has served faithfully in the
NTCG as Sunday School Teacher
and Superintendant, Family Training
Hour and Women’s Ministry
President and Choir Leader.
Sometimes the ministry can be a
lonely place, but with 6 children and
prayer Sis Loleta overcame these
periods. Sis Loleta is currently
helping at a day care centre for the
elderly whilst she recharges her
batteries and seeks the next phase
of ministry. Rev George continues
to teach on Fridays and preaches
once a month at the Methodist
fellowship.

REV S.A.HOLDER

Bro
Stanton
Holder
was
born and raised
in
Barbados.
He and his
u n s a v e d
parents would
occasionally
attend church on the Island. His
mother later accepted Christ into her
life and attended an Evangelical
church until her death in 1994. He
was employed as an engineer at the
sugar cane factory until he
emigrated in September 1959. Bro
Stanton arrived in England on a
contract for a bus conductor at
London Transport. Within 2 years
his contract ended and he moved to
Manchester.
Whilst he was a
bachelor, in England, Bro Holder
didn’t attend church as he was more
interested in ‘enjoying himself with
his friends and working to earn
money’.
Continued on Page 5
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We celebrate the work of our pioneers and recognise the ongoing contribution that are still being made today.
A big thank you to:
Rev C Hayles
Rev & Mrs J Henry
Mrs F Hosang
Rev S A Holder
Rev H Jackson
Rev L Jackson
Rev & Mrs E Johnson
Rev & Mrs M Johnson
Mrs V Johnson
Rev & Mrs G Latty
Rev & Mrs A Lawrence
Rev & Mrs I Lewinson
Rev & Mrs F Lewis
Rev H Lynch
Mrs R Lyseight
Mrs Mason
Rev & Mrs W Morgan
Rev Z McCrae

Mrs E Mitchell
Rev & Mrs M Parke
Rev & Mrs L Reid
Rev I Reid
Rev & Mrs L Rhule
Rev & Mrs G Ricketts
Rev & Mrs W Rozetta
Mrs M Simpson
Rev & Mrs R Scott
Rev & Mrs C Scott
Rev & Mrs G Stephenson
Rev & Mrs L Stewart
Rev R Stewart
Mrs Stapleton
Rev W Strachan
Revd & Mrs HP Strachan
Rev & Mrs R Thomas
Revd & Mrs SU Thompson

Mrs H Walder
Mrs J Wilson
Mrs L Wisdom
Rev & Mrs P Williams

2011
Retired Pastors Retreat

Rev & Mrs B Allen
Rev H Allen
Mrs N Atkinson
Mrs R Bailey
Rev & Mrs N Bailey
Rev & Mrs W Bailey
Mrs P Bartley
Rev & Mrs W Brown
Rev J Bryan
Rev & Mrs W Bucknor
Rev & Mrs S Campbell
Mrs E Carter
Rev & Mrs K Channer
Rev B Foster
Mrs I Gordon
Rev & Mrs T Grant
Rev F Green
Mrs D Hastings

Photographs courtesy of Claude Belgrave
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He met Sis Audrey McLean when she became a
resident at the same house as he was residing in and
their relationship quickly developed. On Saturday 28th
September 1963 Bro Stanton married Sis Audrey, who
was already a Christian. The following day he attended
church with his wife at the NTCG (Manchester) under
the pastorate of the late Rev J McIntyre. It was there
that he gave his heart to Christ and was later baptized
in water and received into the fellowship. Bro Stanton
and Sis Audrey went on to have 6 sons of which one
has accepted Christ and attends an Evangelical
fellowship in Manchester. The remaining 5 are yet to be
saved. Rev S Holder requests the prayer of the saints
for his 5 unsaved sons.
In 1966 Bro Stanton received the call to ministry and
shortly afterwards was appointed as Sunday School
Teacher at the Brooks Bar (Manchester) church. Bro
Stanton faithfully served as Superintendant, District
Youth Director, Director of Evangelism, and Evangelism
Area Co-ordinator for Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield
districts. The late Sis Audrey often accompanied him

on his visits to the local churches and conventions. She
also served faithfully as a Sunday School Teacher for
the Children’s class; she was a choir member and an
active member of the then LWWB. When she was not
able to travel with Bro Stanton she would support him
through her prayers and take care of their six sons.
Bro Stanton worked as an Administrator for Manchester
City Council before taking on full time pastoral duties.
On 7th July 2002 Rev Stanton Holder was inducted as
Pastor in the Bolton church until 31st July 2011. During
his tenure he faced many challenges, but Rev Stanton
knew that it was important to build strong relationships
with the membership and set about getting to know his
members by visiting their homes, becoming involved in
community activities and having genuine fellowship one
with another. The church saw a steady increase in
membership during his pastorate.
Rev Stanton Holder doesn’t believe in retirement from
Ministry and he still teaches ‘new convert’s classes’ at
NTCG Manchester which he thoroughly enjoys.

Bible Quiz
There are 29 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them?

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on flight from Los Angeles
to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to friends. One friend from
Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine
Taylor, a columnist friend was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend
judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some
names that are really easy to spot. That‟s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam,
especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to
admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in
our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund-raising
event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper, The
Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.
As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, the books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all
of them will hear lamentations from those who have been shown. One revelation that may help is that books like
Timothy and Samuel may occur without numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spacers in the middle
are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers.
Remember there is no need for a mad exodus: there really are 29 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in the
paragraph waiting to be found.
Extract from Autumn Life – Fall/Winter 2006-07
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This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on flight from Los
Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to friends. One
friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his
banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her
nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That‟s a fact. Some people, however, will
soon find themselves in a jam, especiallysince the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully,
from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of
them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have
in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund-raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200
patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana
humbly puts it, the books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all of them will
hear lamentations from those who have been shown. One revelation that may help is that books
like Timothy and Samuel may occur without numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spacers in
the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know
the answers. Remember there is no need for a mad exodus :there really are 29 books of the Bible lurking
somewhere in the paragraph waiting to be found.

Answers to Bible Quiz
Obesity

Some forms of cancer
High blood pressure

*Special Offer £7 for Retired
Ministers

HIGH SALT INTAKE

Cost: £8

Even though salt is important in the diet; food that is
eaten in high sodium (salt) will increase the risk of
some diseases. Example:

To order your copy
Contact Laurel on 07929
416459

Activate thirst system in the body, thus causes
us to drink adequate amount of water.
Maintain source of sodium in the diet (Sodium
is a major mineral that is obtained from salt to
maintain fluids balance and blood pressure).
Salt helps to control and carry out our body
functions. Some examples are to:
THE IMPORTANCE OF SALT IN THE DIET

The basic elements of a healthy lifestyle are: A
balanced diet; Exercise and Rest. As in the holistic
aspect of humanity, spirit, body and soul; each
aspect requires the word of God in gaining the
ability to live a Godly lifestyle.
REDUCING SALT INTAKE

Coming Soon to Bookstores/Amazon
Laurel Woodstock is the Pastor for the Walsall NTCG
Church. She is also a Registered Nurse with
responsibilities for mentoring and assessing students and
junior staff within the NHS Trust. Her key themes in her
practice of ministry are hope, health and healing.

juice to add flavor to meals
Use herbs and spices such as garlic, lemon
Avoid adding salt at the table
Reducing salt intake is a worthwhile step towards
minimizing the risk high blood pressure that is
common among Afro-Caribbean population. Some
tips for reducing salt intake:
TIPS FOR REDUCING SALT INTAKE

TIPS FOR A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

MY NAME IS ROSE
The first day of school our professor introduced
himself and challenged us to get to know someone
we didn't already know. I stood up to look around
when a gentle hand touched my shoulder. I turned
around to find a wrinkled, little old lady beaming up
at me with a smile that lit up her entire being.
She said, 'Hi handsome. My name is Rose. I'm
eighty-seven years old. Can I give you a hug?' I
laughed and enthusiastically responded, 'Of course
you may!' and she gave me a giant squeeze. 'Why
are you in college at such a young, innocent age?' I
asked. She jokingly replied, 'I'm here to meet a rich
husband, get married, and have a couple of kids...'
'No seriously,' I asked. I was curious what may have
motivated her to be taking on this challenge at her
age.
'I always dreamed of having a college
education and now I'm getting one!' she told me.
After class we walked to the student union building
and shared a chocolate milkshake. We became
instant friends. Every day for the next three months
we would leave class together and talk java-script. I
was always mesmerized listening to this 'time
machine' as she shared her wisdom and experience
with me. Over the course of the year, Rose became
a campus icon and she easily made friends
wherever she went. She loved to dress up and she
revelled in the attention bestowed upon her from the
other students. She was living it up.
At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak
at our football banquet. I'll never forget what she
taught us. She was introduced and stepped up to
the podium. As she began to deliver her prepared
speech, she dropped her three by five cards on the
floor. Frustrated and a little embarrassed she leaned
into the microphone and simply said, 'I'm sorry I'm
so jittery. I gave up beer for Lent and this whiskey is
killing me! I'll never get my speech back in order so
let me just tell you what I know.'

A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the
way of righteousness.
Proverbs 16:31

As we laughed she cleared her throat and began, '
We do not stop playing because we are old; we
grow old because we stop playing. There are only
four secrets to staying young, being happy, and
achieving success. You have to laugh and find
humour every day. You've got to have a dream.
When you lose your dreams, you die. We have so
many people walking around who are dead and
don't even know it!
There is a huge difference between growing older
and growing up. If you are nineteen years old and lie
in bed for one full year and don't do one productive
thing, you will turn twenty years old. If I am eightyseven years old and stay in bed for a year and
never do anything I will turn eighty-eight. Anybody!
Can grow older. That doesn't take any talent or
ability. The idea is to grow up by always finding
opportunity in change. Have no regrets.
The elderly usually don't have regrets for what we
did, but rather for things we did not do. The only
people who fear death are those with regrets..'
She concluded her speech by courageously singing
'The Rose.' She challenged each of us to study the
lyrics and live them out in our daily lives. At the
year's end Rose finished the college degree she had
begun all those months ago.
One week after graduation Rose died peacefully in
her sleep. Over two thousand college students
attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful
woman who taught by example that it's never too
late to be all you can possibly be.
REMEMBER, GROWING OLDER IS MANDATORY.
GROWING UP IS OPTIONAL. We make a Living by
what we get. We make a Life by what we give.
Anonymous

Oh God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and
hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. Now also
when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me
not; until I have showed thy strength unto this
generation, and thy power to every one that is to
come.
Psalms 7l: 17-18
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Until All Have Heard
Bill George, the editor, is to be commended for the depth and breadth of this book. It is very well
researched, laid out and structured. It gives a glimpse of what Jesus must have meant and
expected when he gave the great commission – „Go into all the world..and make disciples of all the
nations..‟
This book is an inspiration, a celebration and a challenge. It enables us as a denomination to
celebrate our contribution to the fulfilment of scripture. Bill George captures examples of the
miraculous ways in which God works with and through individuals regardless of their status in life,
educational background, or rank of ministry. The stories demonstrate God‟s design to use each one
of us who care to position ourselves for his purpose. It is good to see the UK history included
though of course much more could be said of some of our veterans.
I think this book will be a good resource for seasoned ministers as well as those who are just starting out and highly
recommend it to all of our leaders.
ISBN 978-1-59684-517-6
Price of the book is $22.99 and it is available from Pathway!
Book review by Bishop S U Thompson

Message from Rev and Sis Channer
We are so sorry that we will miss this annual event to which we always look forward especially because of the
privilege to rub shoulders with the folks we call ‘kingdom generals’. We gladly replied in the affirmative and booked
our hotel accommodation in anticipation of the fellowship. These gatherings have also given us the privilege to
meet with and get to know ministers’ spouses who we didn’t know. In addition, the retreat gives us the opportunity
to relax with fellow labourers in the vineyard. However, unfortunately, at the last minute we have had to cancel our
bookings in order to attend the funeral of a close family member in Canada. We will miss the event. Our prayers
are with you and we trust your time together will be inspiring and memorable.
Message from Rev and Sis W Bucknor
Many thanks for your kind invitation to attend the Retired Pastors Retreat. We are very grateful for your keen
interest in our affairs but regrettable we will be unable to join you this time.
Hopefully we shall be in a position to accept the next invitation by God’s grace. We greet the brethren and pray
that the Lord will grant you all a pleasant and successful time of fellowship.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION:THANK YOU Rev Perkins and the Slough NTCG for sponsoring this edition of
Autumn Years.
We are more than happy to support this initiative. My mother-in-law has attended on
a couple of occasions and has always found it to be most enjoyable.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to get involved in such a worthy cause.
Rev W Perkins

ORGANISATIONS/INDIVIDUALS
Age UK
Karen Johnson-Avon
Saga
St Crispin‟s Choir

PLANNING TEAM
Rev Millicent Brown
Bishop Irvine Johns
Rev Jancie Johnson
Rev Sharon Smith
Rev Phyllis Thompson
Administration: Michael Bolt
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