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Autumn Years

Rev Dr and Mrs Clifford and Monica Hill
We have long links with the New Testament Church of God going
back to the times of Overseer Oliver Lyseight and Bishop S U
Thompson. We have enjoyed many years of fellowship with NTCG
churches and ministers from its foundation in this country. We are
very much looking forward to being with you all on this special
occasion and renewing acquaintances and sharing some of their
insights as ‘senior citizens’ still with a role to play. We bring
greetings from Moggerhanger Park.

Brothers United in Christ
Since our formation in June 2009 we have been blessed to
minister at various functions and events up and down the country.

Dear Ministers:
Warm Christian greeting!
I am honored to greet you as you
come for this special time together.
Your labor and sacrifice do not go
unnoticed. You are the reason for
a strong delegation in the United
Kingdom. For this, the church
owes a debt of gratitude for your
untiring commitment to God and the Church of God.
You are very valuable to the Kingdom. In an ever
changing world, to you I submit a question posed by
Ezekiel. “How should we then live?” (Ezekiel
33:10).Will we live in resignation? Will we quit simply
because of a timeline or a status change? No!

Greeting from the
Administrative Bishop
Greetings to you our Mothers
and Fathers in the faith. We
are constantly giving thanks
to the Lord Jesus Christ for
His grace toward us and for
the privilege He has given us
to serve His Kingdom. You
are constantly in our thoughts
and prayers, and we are
greatly encouraged when we call to
remembrance your labour in the vineyard of the
Lord.

So it is with delight that we are again honoured to be a part of the
Retired Pastors’ Retreat. We appreciate these men and women who
have dedicated their lives to ministry and left a legacy for us to
follow. We still appreciate your wisdom, knowledge and advice
which have all been crafted out of your many years of experience.
We pray and hope that where you have 'planted' and 'watered' God
will allow you to see His increase in due time. We salute you!
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How should we then live?
Today’s world is much like the first-century world of
Jesus. It is a world of chaos, multiple gods, and
spiritual curiosity. BUT people are still people. They
are human miracles made in the image of God. They
want relationships with real people who care. They
want authenticity with people who are through-andthrough genuine. They want an experience larger
than life. They want a faith with a foundation and a
hope that gives a vision of a better world. They want
love that gives itself without any strings attached.
Please hear my heart. This could be our last, best
chance before the end of days to introduce our world
to the only God-man, Jesus Christ—of whom all
things holy, just, and righteous consist.
I implore you to continue in your calling. Let’s go
forward together in these changing times. Let’s
share the story that has never changed—nor ever
will change.
It is my prayer that you will be continually blessed
and highly favored.

In Isaiah 46 verse 4, the Lord reminds you “And
even to your old age, I am he; and even to hoar
[grey] hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I
will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.”
You have ministered and even to this day are still
ministering, not least in the ministry of prayer and
encouragement for those at the front line and I
want to encourage you to keep doing this for God
is not unfaithful to forget your work of love.
Your legacy is secured in our church and we
salute you for your faithfulness and
achievements in your life & ministry. I wish you a
healthy, happy and long retirement and may
God’s blessings continue to be upon you.

Dr. Eric A. Brown FRSA
Administrative Bishop

Sincerely,
Raymond F. Culpepper, D.D.
General Overseer

The Centre for Contemporary Ministry
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They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be
fresh and flourishing.
Psalm 92:14
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Ministry Spotlight
It is our privilege to feature three
stories of commitment, sacrifice and
service to the New Testament Church
of God.

second time. An evangelist at
heart, Issachar played a major
role in establishing the NTCoGs
in Nuneaton, Oxford, Aylesbury,
N o r t h a m p t o n
a n d
Wellingborough. He has served
as pastor at numerous NTCG
branches before returning to
Willesden in 1986.

Rev Dr Issachar Lewinson
affectionately known as ‘Prince’
was born in Leicesterfield,
Clarendon, Jamaica to Rev
Samuel and Rosetta Lewinson.
At the age of nineteen Issachar
worked as a probationary teacher
before studying at the Jamaica
School of Theology in Kingston.
He developed a good reputation
as an educator and preacher
throughout the island of Jamaica.
Issachar moved to England in
1955 and became a member of
the Handsworth NTCoG serving
under the leadership of Rev G A
Johnson. He was appointed as
the District Evangelism Director
leading a team that evangelised
Coventry which would later be his
first pastorate.
Issachar met Ileen and they
married in Willesden Baptist
Church in 1960. Shortly
afterwards they moved to
Coventry taking up the pastoral
role. Issachar continued to work
as a nurse whilst pastoring, until
the membership growth dictated
that he became a full time
minister. After a 3 year sabbatical
he became the pastor for a
2

Dr Lewinson has always been
passionate about education,
teaching at Ebenezer Bible
College in Birmingham and
London. He has served on a
number of boards and was the
chair of Overstone College. He
has also continued his own
education gaining degrees and
doctorates.
Community cohesion has been
an integral part of Dr Issachar’s
ministry and he has worked
effectively with a range of church
leaders from different
denominations to build a strong
Christian presence within the
community. He also worked with
multi faith organisations to
establish greater harmony
between cultural groups. He also
served on the parole board at
Holloway Prison for seven years.
Ileen completed her training in
midwifery and later changed her
career to become a social worker
in order to support people
struggling to lead a positive
lifestyle, promote social justice
and support families in crisis.
These values were evident in her

roles within the church where she
served as Choir Director, Sunday
School Teacher and Women’s
Ministry coordinator. She has
served alongside Issachar and
together they have mentored,
impacted, befriended and
inspired the lives of countless
others within the church and the
community.
Both Ileen and Issachar have
served the church on Local,
District and National levels. Dr
Lewinson has had the honour of
serving as a member of the
National Executive Board with all
five of the National Overseers in
the United Kingdom.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT:


What are the ‘best’ things about long life?



What are the ‘worse ‘things about long life?



How much wiser are you now than when you were
60 years old?



How have your opinions and attitudes changed
over the years of your life?

A gray head is a
crown of glory;
It is found in the
way of righteousness.
Proverbs 16:31

Dr Issachar and Mrs Lewinson
have served the New Testament
Church of God for over half a
century and have now retired
from ‘front line ministry’ in 2011.

Rev Melford Johnson was
born in Jamaica in 1920. His
mother a devout Christian never
failed to pray for her son’s
salvation. 1956 was the year
God answered her prayer and
also the year Melford married
Elfreda and got baptised.
Whilst in Jamaica Melford got
involved in local politics helping
to organise a friendly society for
people facing hardship.
This
heart for people was deeply
embedded throughout his later

Answers to Quiz
1. Queen Elizabeth (2) Sir Alexander Bustamante (3) Sir Winston Churchill (4) Golda Meir (5) John
Wesley (6) Indira Ghandi (7) Artur Rubinstein (8) Moses (9) Caleb (10) We adjust and adapt. But
we are practical about the effect of aging. We pace ourselves.
If things take longer to do than when we were younger and our energy levels require more frequent
breaks, our advanced years allow us more time and less hurry than our frantic past.
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pastoral work.
Seeking a better life, Melford
travelled to England with his wife
and young family, settling in
Corsham, Wiltshire a mainly white
majority area.
He faithfully
attended the local Baptist church
and later the Brethren Assembly.
Melford was not daunted by the
racial divide and quickly cultivated
Christian fellowship across the
nominal churches, receiving many
invites to preach at various
fellowships in the Gloucester area.
In 1964 his life with the NTCoG
started after accepting an
invitation to join the newly formed
branch in Chippenham under the
leadership of Rev S C Wright. He
served as District Youth Director
until his first pastorate in
Trowbridge in 1969.
Melford retired from pastoral work
in 1996 due to ill health after
pastoring a total of 3 churches
including 1 in Jamaica.
Writing is important to his life and
Melford published his first book:
Christian Development and
Maturation in 2005.

A great leader's courage to fulfill his vision
comes from passion, not position.
John Maxwell

Bless the LORD, O my
soul, and forget not all
his benefits
Psalms 103:2
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member of the District Youth
Board (Wolverhampton).

Rev Rupert Scott was born the
eldest of six children in Hartford,
West Moreland, Jamaica in 1929
to Lewis & Amy Scott.
He emigrated to England in 1957
and travelled by sea for the
princely sum of £75. From
Jamaica to Venezuela, Spain,
Genoa; by train to France and
finally a ferry to England. He had
come a mighty long way!
In 1959 he married Lennet in
Wellington (Shropshire) as the first
black couple married at the All
Saints Parish Church. Their
wedding photograph was featured
in the local journal. Rupert &
Lennet are the proud parents of 5
children, 21 grandchildren and 6
great grandchildren.
Lennet gave her heart to the Lord
in 1959 much to the consternation
of Rupert. He however made the
same decision in 1960 and they
both attended the NTCoG in
Wellington under the leadership of
Rev John Bryan.
Rupert has served in a number of
positions within the church; van
driver of beloved ‘Eda’, Sunday
School
Teacher,
Church
Secretary, Prayer Band Leader,
Deacon, Youth Director, Men’s
President, FTH President and
Captain, Evangelist, Assistant
Pastor to Rev L A Jackson and

Lennet was also very active and
served as Church Secretary, FTH
President, Ladies President, Choir
Director, Prayer Band Leader,
Sunday School teacher and
worked for many years in the
kitchen at National Convention. In
more recent times she has worked
as a Hospital Chaplain.

In 1976 Rupert & Lennet started
an evangelistic outreach in Sutton
Hill, where a family of 3 gave their
hearts to the Lord and were
baptised. He was then called by
Rev O A Lyseight to pastor the
church in Wednesbury (Bilston
District) in 1978 before returning
to pastor the church in Wellington
in 1988.
In 2008 they retired from active
pastoral duties. They are still very
active
in
Kingdom
works,
supporting,
mentoring
new
Christians in the faith, visiting the
sick and housebound, offering
words of encouragement to those
still in pastoral ministry and
spreading the Good News.
If you were to ask Rev & Mrs Scott
the highlight of their ministry they
would say
Seeing the fruits of their labour
still standing and doing great
exploits for God.

3

We celebrate the work of our pioneers and recognise the ongoing contribution that are still being made today.
A big thank you to:
Rev & Mrs B Allen
Rev H Allen
Mrs N Atkinson
Mrs R Bailey
Rev & Mrs N Bailey
Rev & Mrs W Bailey
Mrs P Bartley
Rev & Mrs W Brown
Rev J Bryan
Rev & Mrs W Bucknor
Rev & Mrs S Campbell
Mrs E Carter
Rev & Mrs K Channer
Rev B Foster

Mrs I Gordon
Rev & Mrs T Grant
Rev F Green
Mrs D Hastings
Rev C Hayles
Rev & Mrs J Henry
Rev & Mrs A Lawrence
Mrs F Hosang
Rev H Jackson
Rev & Mrs L Jackson
Rev & Mrs E Johnson
Rev & Mrs M Johnson
Mrs V Johnson
Rev & Mrs I Lewinson

Rev & Mrs F Lewis
Rev H Lynch
Mrs R Lyseight
Mrs Mason
Rev & Mrs W Morgan
Rev Z McCrae
Mrs E Mitchell
Rev & Mrs M Parke
Rev & Mrs L Reid
Rev I Reid
Rev & Mrs L Rhule
Rev & Mrs G Ricketts
Rev & Mrs W Rozetta
Mrs M Simpson

Rev & Mrs R Scott
Rev & Mrs C Scott
Rev & Mrs G Stephenson
Rev & Mrs L Stewart
Rev R Stewart
Mrs Stapleton
Rev W Strachan
Revd & Mrs HP Strachan
Rev & Mrs R Thomas
Revd & Mrs SU Thompson
Mrs H Walder
Mrs J Wilson
Mrs L Wisdom
Rev & Mrs P Williams

Quiz
There are numerous examples both in scripture and in our societies of people of long years who
remain fresh fruitful and flourishing in their advancing years. How many of the following questions
can you answer?

Photographs courtesy of Claude Belgrave

Question 1:

What is the name of the woman who is now over 85 years old and has been serving
her country as Queen since 1953?

Question 2:

Who was Jamaica’s first Prime Minister and continued serving in Public life until he
was 81 years old?

Question 3:

Who was regarded as one of Britain’s greatest wartime leader and became Prime
Minister for the second time in 1951 at the age of 81?

Question 4:

Name the woman who was first known as the “iron lady” and served as Israel’s
Prime Minister until age 76.

Question 5:

Who was the founder of the Methodist movement and continued preaching daily
until he was 88 years old?

Question 6:

Who is the world’s longest serving female Prime Minster and started serving a third
term at the age of 77?

Question 7:

Name the famous pianist who continued to give recitals until he was well over 80
and retired from playing at age 89 because of failing eyesight?

Question 8:

Who lead the Children of Israel until he was 120 years old and still had perfect
eyesight?

Question 9:

Which Biblical character at age 85 was as strong as he was at 40 years old when he
spied out Canaan?

Question 10:

How can we enjoy our lives as we grow older so that we are fresh and fruitful and
flourishing?
Answers on Page 7
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