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Autumn Years
Finishing Well
Hebrews 12:1-3

Howard Hendricks, the popular Dallas
Theological Seminary professor, after
an exhaustive study, concluded there
are almost 100 biographies in the Bible. Of these, at least two-thirds of the
men and women whose stories are
told did not end well.
The hope and expectation of every child
of God is to come to the end of the journey having finished well, but finishing well doesn’t happen by accident. A famous marathon runner always told himself, when standing at the starting
line: “Out there somewhere, there is a finish line.
I must run well in order to reach it.”
Hebrews 12 pictures a race course laid
out by God himself. We are called to run the race
successfully by laying aside anything that would
slow us down, and we are counseled to run with
endurance.
One may wish to think, as we begin to
move toward old age, the race would get easier,
but the fact is that many biblical people who
failed did so when they were already mature. The
weights that must be laid aside cannot be picked
up again later. The sin that so easily entangles
does not cease to tempt just because a person is
a few years farther along.
A man who hiked the 3,500 kilometer distance of the Appalachian Trail said the people
who do not finish are those who do not anticipate
the difficulties. The child of God who knows his
Lord and his own self foresees difficulties and
prays around them.
Be encouraged by the “cloud of witnesses” who have gone before and set the example. Be strengthened by Isaiah 40:29-31 and
2 Timothy 4:6-8. Run and finish well!
Dr. Mark L. Williams,
General Overseer

Greetings
I am delighted to send greetings to you the veterans of our
church on this the occasion of our 5th Retired
Ministers Retreat. This greeting will, of
course, be my last one as Administrative
Bishop, and I want to say what a delight it
has been for us to meet with you over these
years and for us to gain from the wealth of
your vast experience.
I am particularly happy that this vision that I
had for the Retired Ministers has become a
reality and is firmly entrenched in our National programmes and long may it continue.
I am also very grateful to our Education Director, Rev Phyllis Thompson and her Planning Committee for the excellent job they
have done over the years in planning and
delivering these retreats.
I am absolutely convinced that the New Testament Church of God in this country is what
it is today because of your anointed ministry
and sacrificial services, and it has been a
privilege for my wife and I to build upon the
very solid foundation that you have laid. Together we will leave a legacy for succeeding
generations to build on.
May God’s blessings rest with you continually and we wish above all things that you
will be in good health filled with God’s peace
and that you will prosper in every way.

Eric A Brown,
Administrative Bishop
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Ministry Profile

Bishop Zephaniah McCrae

Bishop McCrae entered the
ministry under the leadership
Bishop Zephaniah McCrae was of the late Bishop J McIntyre in
the late 1960s as an Exhorter
born in the parish of Clarendon, Jamaica on 31 July 1925. minister. The first church he
pastored was the New TestaHe was the first of 9 children.
He came to England in 1958 at ment Church of God in Bolton
the age of 33 years, leaving his for eighteen months followed
wife Daphne and three children by two year spell on the mission field in Liverpool. He re
behind to seek work. His first
port of call was Manchester
turned to pastoral ministry in
where he got a job on a buildBath during the 1970s to the
ing site in Stockport six weeks
early 80s, and Chippenham
after he arrived. He worked
from the mid1980s until his rethere for six weeks then moved
tirement and eventual return to
to Turners Asbestos Cement
Manchester, where he now reCompany where he stayed for
sides and attends the church
about eleven years.
in Cheetham Hill under the
leadership of Rev Herbie
In response to the interest to
hear something about his deci- McKenzie. Reflecting on the
sion to become a Christian and highlights of ministry, Bishop
his early Christian life, he rec- McCrae says contentedly
‘knowing that you’ve preached
ollects, ‘I accepted Christ in
1945 when I was 20 years old. I a sermon and people
started out visiting a New Tes- are blessed by the Word of
tament Church of God in Rose- God and enjoy Christian felhill, near Summerfield in Clar- lowship at its fullest with the
endon. It was revival and when brethren.’
the altar call was made, I went
He continues, ‘Sometimes
up with my cousin to the altar
when I was preparing a serand surrendered my life to the
mon, and didn’t feel well in my
Lord. I went to church because
body, by the time I finished
it was a revival and there was a
preparing, I found that God had
visiting preacher; it was cushealed me.’ One of his fondest
tomary in our district to go to
memories was the occasion
church at these times. I loved
when he did not have to
going to church, I loved the
preach because the Spirit of
Lord and the worship. I very
God took over the service and
impressed by a preacher called
people were baptised in the
Elder Russell who came from
Holy Spirit.
another area – I wanted to get
saved and preach like him.’
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The Church of God is a highly
rated by Bishop McCrae. He
believes his life has been immensely enriched by its doctrine and teachings and the fellowship of the saints. He says
‘I have known no other church
but the church of God since I
got saved.’
He observes some changes in
the New Testament Church of
God. ‘ There are more people
with academic qualifications in
both the ministry and church,
which is a positive thing. And
there are more people able to
do full-time ministry, which is
also positive. During my time,
the majority of pastors had a
secular job.’ alludes to the
hymns when pressed to reflect
on what he misses nowadays.
He says ‘I would enjoy a bit
more of the old songs during
the worship service.’ When it
comes to disappointments,
one stands out in Bishop
McCrea’s mind, ‘I have not
done as much as I would have
loved to do.’ It is out of this experience that he holds current
and emerging Church leaders
before the lord. He says, ’My
prayer for the leaders of today
is that they will give as much
of their time as possible to the
continued progress of our
church.’

Ministry Profile

Rev. Hilda Lynch

In 1964 my spirit walked with
the Lord. As the episodes of my
life was marked by so many
I was born in ST. Vincent West happenings, but the Lord kept
me an led me through, that’s
Indies, in a little village called
Sansouci. I was the youngest of why one of my favourite song
three children. At an early age is; Through it all I’ve learnt to
of fourteen I had to take on the trust in Jesus, I’ve leant to depend on his word. There are
sole responsibility to care for
many changes in the ministry
my mother due to ill health. It
today, but God is able to take
pleases the Lord to call her
home when I was fifteen years his children through them all. I
old. At such a young age I was do strongly believe in God’s
word, as he promise to always
left to fend for myself, as my
father was always absent from be with us.
my life, but the good Lord was
It pleased the Lord to use me in
always on my side. In 1960 I
the Youth Department where I
travelled to Curacao to work
worked in various capacities.
and make a better life for myDr. Oliver Lyseight visited Long
self, but then realised that it
was not for me as I was unable Eaton a few times and prayed
and talked with me. He then
to settle there.
told Rev. Walters to recommend me to become an ExIn 1962 I travelled to England
and lived in High Wycombe for horter. Soon after I became an
Exhorter, I then studied to bea year and in 1963 I came to
come a licence Minister. I
Long Eaton where I have setworked on the Nottingham distled ever since. The Lord has
trict until I retired in 1999 from
been in my life from a young
age, but I was not totally settled my secular job and Ministry.
in him until Rev. Bucknor came After my retirement from my
to Long Eaton and started visit- secular job and before my reing members of the community. tirement from the ministry, the
On one of his visits he told me Lord answered my prayers and
that the Lord had told him that I allowed me to see the desires
of my heart.
was not settled in my mind. I
said yes! That is true, but how
Even though over the years I
did you know it was me. He
said that the Lord had showed had a lot of problems with
rented premises, but over the
him something about me,
years there was a lot of prayers
which I confirmed was true.
From that moment on the good that went up to God. Our prayer
Lord began to lead me and en- and fasting was not in vain, as
the good Lord heard our
abled me to work alongside
Rev. Bucknor, Rev. Smith and prayers and blessed us with a
place where we could worship
Rev. A J Walters.
him.

Brother Lynch worked steadfastly with me, but sadly In September 1999 he suffered with a
stroke which left him disabled.
He is unable to do anything for
himself so I am his full time
carer, this means I am not yet
retired as my days are full.
After much suffering, I can say
to God be the praise for many
of the Leaders, some of whom
have gone to rest , but their
memories still lingers today. I
thank God for those who are
still alive with us today, still
committing themselves in the
work of our Lord. I have had
many experiences working with
other churches, of which, I
have many memories.
God be praised for the blessed
Church of God and the Leadership of Dr. Oliver Lyseight. He
was a man led by the Holy
Spirit , he was a man sent by
God.
I am extremely delightful and
thankful. ‘To God be the glory
great things he has done’. My
prayers for those in ministry
today is that they will remember where the Lord has brought
them from. I would like to encourage all to continue the
work of the Lord. ‘ For it is
when Zion travails that she will
bring forth her children’.
One step each day will take us
closer home so keep moving
forward.
May the good Lord bless and
keep us until he comes.
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Food, Friends, Fellowship

Retired Pastors Retreat

2013
Courtesy of Carl Shirley
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The New Testament Church of God is one of the
largest Black Majority Churches in the UK. Dr O. A.
Lyseight, its founder served in the capacity of the
first Administrative Bishop for the denomination in
England and Wales from 1953 to 1978.On reflection, a senior leader of the church, Dr. Clinton
Ryan states that ‘The New Testament Church of
God in England and Wales was born at a time
when an immigrant people were experiencing disappointment, disillusionment and racism. These
three things helped to shape it into an institution of
liberation and survival for African-Caribbean people.’ Another senior leader, Bishop Louis McLeod
says, ‘When the Church started …it had no assets,
buildings and personnel…just a few dedicated members and a great leader who had purpose, conviction, vision, passion, inspiration and influence. With these qualities, Dr
Lyseight laid the foundation for the spiritual and corporate success we see today enabling us to have 128 local branches and a following of over 30,000.’ As
we grow and develop our aim is to reflect the diversity of our communities. We are gathering resources produced by, for and about the black
majority church history and ministry in the UK to aid our learning from our
history.

We are also the custodian of the Roswith Gerloff collection of research material on the
Black Majority Churches in England spanning 1972-1992. The collection was donated by
Dr Gerloff who has written extensively on Black Pentecostalism in Britain and has produced some influential work on the social, cultural and missiological significance of the
African Caribbean Diaspora contribution to
the Christian faith.
We are committed to making these resources accessible to our leaders and members
and the wider community in the interest of inter-generational learning and the value of
learning from history.

How can you get involved in this project?

Donate your personal or family papers (letters, diaries, un/published writings, audible
and visible records)

Offer a copy of your thesis/publications
Monetary donations

For further information contact Phyllis Thompson :
Email: phyllis.thompson@ntcg.org.uk, Tel: 01604 824233/8
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We celebrate the work of our pioneers and recognise the on-going
contribution that are still being made today.
Rev & Mrs B Allen

Rev F Green

Rev H Lynch

Rev & Mrs C Scott

Rev H Allen

Mrs D Hastings

Mrs R Lyseight

Rev & Mrs G Stephenson

Mrs N Atkinson

Rev & Mrs J Henry

Mrs Mason

Rev & Mrs L Stewart

Mrs R Bailey

Mrs F Hosang

Rev & Mrs W Morgan

Rev R Stewart

Mrs Bailey

Rev S A Holder

Rev Z McCrae

Mrs Stapleton

Rev & Mrs N Bailey

Rev H Jackson

Mrs E Mitchell

Revd & Mrs H P Strachan

Mrs P Bartley

Rev Dr L Jackson

Mrs M Parke

Rev W Strachan

Rev & Mrs W Brown

Rev and Mrs I Johns

Rev & Mrs L Reid

Mrs R Thomas

Rev J Bryan

Rev & Mrs E Johnson

Rev I Reid

Revd & Mrs SU Thompson

Rev & Mrs W Bucknor

Rev & Mrs M Johnson

Rev & Mrs L Rhule

Mrs J Wilson

Rev & Mrs S Campbell

Mrs V Johnson

Rev & Mrs G Ricketts

Mrs L Wisdom

Mrs E Carter

Rev & Mrs G Latty

Rev & Mrs W Rozetta

Rev & Mrs P Williams

Rev & Mrs K Channer

Rev & Mrs A Lawrence

Rev Dr & Mrs C Ryan

Rev B Foster

Rev Dr & Mrs I Lewinson

Mrs M Simpson

Rev & Mrs T Grant

Rev & Mrs F Lewis

Rev & Mrs R Scott

Thank you for these few days of refreshing fellowship
The Retired Pastors Retreat in May 2013, our 5th year of this celebration was exceptional.The greetings from
Dr Eric A Brown the Administrative Bishop, Dr Tim Hill, General Director of World Mission plus others in the Newsletter ‘Autumn years’ made it even more special.
I remember the time when I read about how and what has been done for the retired ministers, spouses and widows in the USA. It was at a time when my husband and I were feeling a bit low after his retirement. I showed the
‘Autumn Life’ publication that we receive monthly from the USA to our daughter Phyllis ,the Education Director
and told her “ we could do with something like that here.” She agreed and said she would show the publication
to Bishop Brown and see what could be done.
We were delighted when she reported back to us that he welcomed the idea because he and his wife, Millicent
had been thinking about what else could be done for the retired ministers here in the UK. The thought was confirmed and the ball got rolling, as the saying goes. They put their heads together with a planning team and Praise
God our Retired Ministers, Spouse, Widows Retreat has been going ahead for the past 5 years now and my husband and I look forward to this annual fellowship each May.
Thank you for these few days of refreshing fellowship.
God Bless
Revd S U & D E Denton Thompson

A grey head is a crown of glory;
It is found in the way of righteousness

Proverbs 16:31
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Wilberforce Publications
New Book Information
FREE AT LAST?
The Tottenham Riots

Available as a book or e-book from:

- and the legacy of slavery

Web: amazon.co.uk
Or from many good bookshops

Author: Clifford Hill
Publication: 10 April 2014
Price: £9.99

Issachar Ministries

ISBN: 978-0-9575725-2-2

Dr Hill’s current ministry) see over

Author: The Revd. Dr Clifford Hill has had many years’ experience of living and working in inner city areas of London. He is
passionately committed to breaking down barriers of race and prejudice, and to harmonious and creative community development. He is founder of the Newham Community Renewal Programme, a former Senior Lecturer in Sociology in the University of London and adviser to the Home Office on community relations. A leading authority on the 18th century movement for
the abolition of slavery, he is author of The Wilberforce Connection (2004) and more than forty other books.
Forward: Professor John Wolffe, who has contributed the Foreword, is Professor of Religious History in the Open University.

Commendations:
All of us ‐ whether academic or practitioner, black or
white, African or Caribbean, Christian or secular –
have much to learn from the insights offered in this
book which shows how the long shadow of slavery
still blights relationships and perceptions.
Dr Hill draws on his long experience of multi‐ethnic
communities in London and his extensive knowledge of history and sociology to offer a distinctive
and richly‐informed assessment of the causes of the
2011 riots, and to set out his own vision for the future.
Professor John Wolffe, Open University
Drawing on his own practice of Christian Ministry
over many years, using historical data and sociological theories, Clifford Hill offers a unique and helpful
analysis of the Tottenham riots. This book is a “must
read” for all who seek to make a contribution to the
solution of our inner‐city problems.
The Revd Phyllis Thompson, Education Director,
New Testament Church of God

Dr Clifford Hill is no 'Johnny come lately' to the issues he
addresses in this book. In the 1960s Dr Hill was among a
significant minority bucking the trend by extending hands of
friendship and hospitality to their new neighbours. This
analysis of the tragic events of 2011 should be read with
great interest.
Dr Joe Aldred, Ethnic Minorities Coordinator CTE
This book is a walk through the history of Britain documenting the slave trade, its abolition, the industrial revolution and
its terrible living and working conditions. Dr Hill has skilfully
outlined the repercussions of not addressing these issues
which have festered in the nation where dysfunctional families have become the norm in inner cities today.
The Revd Betty King, Director B.K.I.M
A truly inspired and frank analysis of the social problems
that arose in 2011. Dr Clifford Hill is a man of experience
and deep conviction. His passion is reflected in the stark
reality of this intriguing account whichencompasses numerous grassroots issues.
Pastor Tony Paul, Church of God, Newham
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Many thanks to the Churches/Organisations
that contributed to this year’s
Planning Team

Retired Pastors’ Retreat.


Aldershot



Age UK



Bilston



Burton-on-Trent



Crewe



Herne Hill



Leeds



Rochester



Rugby



Stafford



Tipton



UCB



West Croydon



Willesden



Wolverhampton



Women’s Ministries

Rev. Phyllis Thompson

Rev. Jancie Johnson

Rev. Sharon Smith

David Laird

Rev. Millicent Brown

Bishop Irvine Johns

Nastassia Downer-Welds

Testimonials
‘...thanks for such a lovely retreat. It was two days that we totally enjoyed. It was really refreshing. We felt highly
honoured to know that we have been thought of in such a special way and that our services to the New Testament
Church of God have been appreciated...’
Rev. & Mrs N. Bailey
‘just want to say thank you for a lovely day at the Pastors’ retreat and the kind presents received and for seeing the
people who you do not meet often anymore.
Rev. & Mrs K. Channer
‘... Through the consideration of our present leaders five years ago the retired ministers’ retreat was born, what a
delight... We are not forgotten...’
Rev. I Reid
‘The event is very interesting and rewarding and it is getting better each year. It is very encouraging for us who have
retired from full time ministry. The fellowship meal and the opportunity to share thoughts with each other, keep
abreast and in touch with those who have retired, the challenge and encouragement to keep active are just some of
the richness of the retreat. We are only sorry that this did not happen earlier!’
Rev. W Strachan
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

OF

GOD . LEADERSHIP TRAINING CENTRE . 1-3 HORSESHOE STREET . NORTHAMPTON . NN1 1TB
TEL: 01604 824233/8
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